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The Magazine Cover:
JESUS BAPTISM (English Side),
NATIVITY (Arabic Side)

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

MIDNIGHT PRAISES: DAILY 4-5:30 AM

'VESPERS: SAT. 5 pMm

DiviNE LITURGY:

MoN., Tues. & THUR. 6 AM

WEeD. & Fri. 9 AM

SaT. & SuN (1sT) 5:30 AM
(2nD) 9 aM

1 SCHEDULE, CONTACT & RETREAT INFORMATION P 1

2 Book of the Month P2
3 FEAST OF ST. ANTONY & BISHOP KARAS I). 2

4 THE NEW BIRTH P3
Do You HAVE A FATHER OF CONFESS(ON?
BY BISHOP MOUSSA

5 THE REASON FOR CREATING EVE P5
BY BISHOP SERAPION

6 SAINTS MOHRAEL P7

7 THE FEAST OF CIRCUMCISION
BY DEACON ALBAIR GAMAL MIKHAIL P8

8 MEDITATIONS UPON THE GLORIOUS
FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY P9

9 Kipz CoLoRING PAGE P11

WE WANT YOUR COMMENTS & FEEDPACK! |

FPLEASE WRITE YOUR COMMENTS BELOW:

PLEASE DETACH & RETURN - THANK YOU/ ! <

CoNTACT INFORMATION
MONASTERY OFFICE
Tel: (760) 257 - 1204  Fax: (760) 257 - 1225

BAPTISM
PLEASE CONTACT FATHER MOUSSA TO MAKE
AN APPOINTMENT
Tel: (760) 257 - 3457
MAILING LIST UPDATE
Tel: (760) 257 - 1204
AUDIO & BOOKSTORE
For ORDERS PLEASE cALL: (760) 257 - 4444
oR Fax: (760) 257 - 1280
oR E-marL: St.AntonyBookstore@yahoo.com

MONASTERY WEB SITE

www.StAntonyMonastery.org

PLEASE SEND YOUR COMMENTS TO:
SaintAntonyMonastery@gmail.com

RETREATS

ALL MEN WHO WOULD LIKE TO SPEND A NIGHT AT THE

MONASTERY MUST CONTACT FATHER KyYROLOS SAINT

ANTONY BEFORE PLANNING YOUR STAY. HE CAN BE
REACHED AT (760) 559-5358. THANK YOU.

ALL FAMILIES WHO WOULD LIKE TO COME ON RETREAT
AT HorLy RESURRECTION; PLEASE CALL 760—2 §7—4008

MAGAZINE CALENDAR & DIARY
P.O. BOX 1600 YERMO CA 92398
Tel. / Fax: (760) 257 - 3082
E-mail: StAntonyMonasteryDiary@yahoo.com
DONATION & MAILING ADDRESS
All checks and donations should be named to

Saint Antony Monastery and sent to:
P.O. Box 100 Barstow CA 92312

SavinG oF THE MonTH

“Let us not grieve when we make a
slip, but when we become hardened
by it. ”

+ ST. ISAAC THE SYRIAN +

verse of the month

The Lord has done great things for
us, and we are filled with joy

Psalm 126:3



‘'St. Antony The Great SRS -
Please join us for the Feast of " H.G.B IShop
St. Antony The Great I ) Karas
e Schedule is as follows: =
Friday January 30th, 2015 =2 ST. ANTONY MON-
" 4am Midnight praise ASTERY INVITES
" —g_Jm_ , . YOU TO ATTEND
J ZCITLHOEY o ¥ The 13th Anniver-
AL NN Saturday January 31th, 2015 —_— _ sary of the Depar-
= 4am Midnight Praise e ture of H.G Bishop
9am Liturgy Karas
é 3pm Procession and Glorification of Saint
Antony The Great
Saturday

4pm Vespers and Raising of Incense

Sunday February 1st, 2015
12am All Night Vigil for Feast of
St. Antony The Great
4am — 6am 1st Liturgy
9am — 11:30am 2nd Liturgy

| F

January 17th, 2015

Tasbeha followed by Liturgy 4 am
2 pm Glorification

e —  — 1 ] { ; ] | 2
~ BOOX of the menih
T 17 g \I A T Iy Argg

ON FASTING AND FEASTS
Saint Basil of Caesarea (c. 329-378/9 CE) was a monk, bishop, preacher, theologian, and;'
social activist who had very down-to-earth views about eating, drinking, fasting, and feasts:
in honor of local martyrs. In this new collection of sermon translations—most offered here
in English for the first time— Basil addresses such issues as drunkenness, hesitations over
baptism, community benefits of fasting, how to be thankful when facing loss and disaster,
and the mystery of the incarnation. Also included are three sermons on local martyrs Julitta,
Mamas, and Barlaam. This small volume of elegant translations will be a vital and valued

resource for anyone interested in religion and the body, early Christian spiritual disciplines,.
and their application to the Church today.

On Fasting
and Feasts

1his book is available from our Monastery Bookstore. :
1o Order Please call: Tel.: (760) 257-4444 Fax:(760) 257-1280 l
e-mail: st.antonybookstore@yahoo.com I

or order online: VAN,

L ] g B

Pryvsicar AbDRESS AND DRIVING DIRECTION

43725 Bragdon Rd. Newberry Springs CA 92365

DIRECTION: rrom HWY 15 N.
1- EXIT MINNEOLA RD. # 198 then at the end of the ramp TURN RIGHT.
2- At the FIRST STOP SIGN make a LEFT on YERMO RD. and follow for 3.3 Miles.
3- TURN LEFT onto a Bridge called COYOTE LAKE RD and follow for 1.3 Miles.

This is a curved asphalt road which turns into Hacienda Rd.

4- TURN LEFT onto a dirt road called BRAGDON RD. and follow for 5 Miles and
you will find the Entrance of the Monastery on your LEFT-HAND.
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The New Birth
By Bishop Moussa

\;? Do you have a father of

~ronfacainnm

YOU MIGHT BE IRRITATED BY THIS QUESTION
AND MIGHT THINK IT IS AN INVASION OF
YOUR PRIVACY. I FRANKLY IMPLORE YOU TO
PUT UP WITH ME WHEN I TELL YOU THAT
THIS IS BOTH AN IMPORTANT BIBLICAL AND
PATROLOGICAL COMMANDMENT.

Where the Holy Bible is concerned, The Lord
Jesus Christ appointed two different types of
priesthoods: a general priesthood for all the
believers and a special priesthood for some of the
believers. He appointed the general priesthood
when He created everything and then created
Adam as a priest for all of creation: spiritual,
intellectual, with the gift of language, free,
righteous, a friend of God, looking forward to
eternity, able to live in the Lord for ever. Also
St. John the Beloved tells us that the Lord Jesus
Christ, Who loved us and washed us form all our
sins with His blood, made us kings and priests
for Him and His Father (Rev. 1: 5,6). These are
the same words of St. Peter the Apostle which he
quotes from the Old Testament: “But you are a
chosen generation, a royal priesthood” (1 Pt. 2:

o)

What a general priesthood means is that you
can offer on the altar of your heart the sacrifices
of thanksgiving and praise, as well as the sacrifices
of charity to the needy and a giving love to all.

As for the special priesthood, the Lord appointed
a small number of the wholly dedicated for the
service of the altar, for the administering of the
Sacraments and for the shepherding of the flock.
The evidence for this is when the Lord chose
twelve disciples and sent them saying: “As the
Father has sent Me, I also send you.” And when
He had said this, He breathed on them, and said
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” (Jn. 20:
21.22). “Go therefore and make disciples of all
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all things that I have
commanded you” (Mt. 28: 19,20)

Therefore , there is a special choice and a special
grace for those who are set aside for service. They
teach, “teaching them”, baptize, “baptize them”,
and administer the Sacraments, “if you forgive
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the sins of any”. It is clear that all churches, even
those who reject the priesthood, restrict certain
rituals such as the Lord’s Supper and baptism to
a few of the believers.

We hold firmly to the words of the Lord and
to the verses of the Bible which clearly explain
that our fathers the apostles faithfully carried out
the commandment of the Savior. The apostolic
succession has continued from them up to
this generation and will continue to the day of
resurrection whenever it pleases God that it

should take place.

Consider, for example, the Lord’s calling of
Paul and Barnabas to His service: “Now separate
to me Barnabas and Saul ..... Then, having fasted
and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent
them away.” (Acts 13: 2,3). When their service
succeeded in Lystra and its environs and a great
number believed: “they appointed them elders in
every church” (Acts 14: 23).

When the ministry spread, we find that St.
Paul appointed his disciple, Timothy, bishop of
Ephesus, and Titus bishop of Crete; “For this
reason, [ left you in Crete, that you should set
in order the things that are lacking, and appoint
elders in every city as I commanded you.” (Ti. 1:

5).
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We read about the characteristics of a bishop in
the Bible: “A bishop then must be blameless, the

husband of one wife (celibacy was not widespread

at that time and because there was polygamy,
the church chose those believers who were the
most chaste and had more time for the ministry),
temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior,
hospitable, able to teach... etc.” We also read
about the characteristics of a deacon: “Likewise
deacons must be reverent, not double-tongued,
...... holding the mystery of the faith with a pure
conscience.” (1 Tim. 3: 1 - 13).

Therefore, in the church, there must be bishops,
priests and deacons who follow the same path

that the our fathers the apostles designated and
which the Church has followed all these years.

So do you have a spiritual father who guides your
spiritual struggle and who guides you when you
have problems, giving you advice from the mouth
of God.... as well as absolution and forgiveness?

This is an important question that needs to be
considered with sincerity and with a heart that is
open to the words of the Bible and a will that is
ready to obey the commandments of the Lord.

You have many priests hefore you, so choose
one of them to he your spiritual father and
hegin, and may the Lord he with you.
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“And the Lord God said, ‘It is not good
that man should be alone; | will make him
a helper comparable to himself.” (Gen.
2:18) Adam’s Need: As Christians, we
believe that God created everything for a
reason and nothing was done just haphaz-
ardly. We also believe that everything God
created was good, “Then God saw every-
thing that He had made, and indeed it was
very good.” (Gen. 1:31) When God creat-
ed Adam, He formed him out of the dust of
the ground and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life. But at the same time,
man was the crown of creation since God
formed him after He had prepared every
possible means of happiness and com-
fort for Adam. Yet, as Adam looked at the
animals that were under his dominion, he
found that each had others of its kind. As
for himself, the Bible says, “But for Adam
there was not found a helper comparable
to him.” (Gen. 2:20) Adam needed some-
one like himself; someone he could talk to
and share with all the goodness that God
has blessed him with; someone who can
think like him and be a helper comparable
to him. This need is what prompted God to

By: Bishop Serapion

create the woman, “And the Lord said, ‘It
is not good that man should be alone; | will
make him a helper comparable to him.”
(Gen. 2:18)

Eve’s Creation: God created the woman
out of man himself, “And the Lord caused
a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept;
and He took one of his ribs, and closed up
the flesh in its place. Then the rib which
the Lord God has taken from him, He
made into a woman, and He brought her
to the man.” (Gen. 2:23) The woman was
created to be like him in the image and
likeness of God, “So God created man in
His own image; in the image of God He
created him, male and female He created
them.” (Gen. 1:27) Adam was very hap-
py with the woman; he said, “This is now
bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.”
(Gen. 2:23) showing that she was his be-
loved and how he cherished her. She com-
plimented him and supplied him with his
needs to have one similar to himself able
to understand him and with whom he can
share his thoughts. She was not foreign or
alien to him, because she came from his
side, close to his heart. Their relationship
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5 0d ﬁ/as e center of their being;

it was free of egocentricity and domination
of one over the other, because God was
the bond between them. Their perfect re-
lationship with one another, with God, and
with the whole creation arose the envy of
the devil, as we say in the Divine Liturgy,
“‘And death which entered into the world
by the envy of Satan...”

Eve’'s Faults: Eve fell because of her
naivete, curiosity, and pride. She allowed
herself to carry on a useless conversa-
tion with the serpent. Isn’t that what we
often do? We put ourselves in the wrong
place and end up mingling with the wrong
people. The unproductive conversations
we often carry entangle us into a snarl of
confusion and doubt. With Eve one thing
led to another, until she fell. She wanted
to try something new. Isn’t this the web we
often fall into when we want to experiment
with new things even after we are warned
of their negative effects?

Her other fault is that she did not fulfill
her vocation for which she was created.
She was supposed to be a helpmate and
ended up being a contributor to Adam’s

fall. This does not mean that Adam was
merely a victim, since he took and ate of = &5
the fruit willingly and of his own free will S8

Their fall marked the end of all harm 'r
and the end of their perfect life tog ),
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and with God. It marked the beginning of
tension between the sexes. Our Lord Je-
sus Christ healed this tension between the
genders by blessing the union between
man and woman in the wedding at Cana
of Galilee.

May our Lord give us the pure heart that
is willing to follow in His commandments,
and fulfill our vocation for which we were
created.




Saint

Mohrael

St. Mohrael’s father was a priest by the name of
Abouna Yoannis. Telaria, her mother was barren.
Telaria once went to the bishop of Menf and
asked him to pray for her that God may give her
righteous children. Telaria told him that she would
have liked to have been a nun however “it was
God’s will that I get married to Abouna Yoannis”.
The Bishop prayed for her and he spoke by the
Holy Spirit and said “God will give you two fruits
(children). These two fruits he went on to say will
become righteous and wear crowns. Telaria did
bear a daughter by the name of Mohrael in the year
291 A.D. in the town of Menf during the reign of
Diocletian. Mohrael means peace of God and is
translated in Latin to Irene. Telaria also gave birth
to a son by the name of Abba Hor. Mohrael was
famous for healing pregnant women. One miracle
attributed to her during her lifetime is as follows;
her uncle had a son who fell from on top of a
building. The doctor said that he is going to die.
Her uncle then decided to go to Abouna Yoannis
and stay the night there, asking for his intercession
and his daughter’s prayers. When they were asleep
Mobhrael woke up to praise God and to anoint her
cousin with oil and immediately he was cured.
He told them the he saw a human figure made
of light coming with Mohrael and that figure
stretched out his hand when Mohrael anointed
him with oil. The figure then said get up. One
day St. Mary and St. Elizabeth mother of John the
baptizer appeared to Yoannis. St. Mary told him
“l am coming to espouse your daughter to my
son”. Yoannis said I cannot disagree but I have one
request. St. Mary said go ahead. He said after she
is martyred I would like her body to be brought
here so that I can see her. St. Mary promised him

BOEPDHN

that she would bring her body to Tamou and that
a church would be build for her their. After this
incident St. Mohrael went to the seashore to fill
water. She found a boat of Christians going to be
martyred and she got on the boat to go with them
to be martyred. She was persecuted by a device
similar to a sugar cane squeezer. She also endured a
metal seat with fire under it. At last she was put in
a cage in a boat with all sorts of poisonous crawlers.
She stayed with them for three days and then
died. Before she was martyred Jesus appeared to
her and promised that whoever mentions her name
or intercedes thought her that God would answer
his\her requests because she accepted suffering
with great joy and patients and that whoever calls
his daughter after you then I will bless that house.
Whoever writes your life story I will write his
name in the book of life. Whoever takes care of
your church, her servants and so on... then I will
give him\her a place in heaven. Jesus also gave her
many other promises, for her and for those who
would take care of her story, her picture and so
on... When she died a beam of light came out of
her mouth and went to heaven. During preparation
for her burial lots of miracles took place. Now the
martyrdom of St. Mohrael is celebrated on January
22 (14 Tubah) and the consecration of her church
is on August 28 (22 Mesra).
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The Feast of Circumcision is one of the
Seven Minor Feasts of the Lord in the Coptic
Church; it is celebrated on the sixth day of the
month of Tobe, eight days after the Nativity. God
commanded the Jews to circumcise their new-
born males, as a visible sign in the flesh, through
which they establish a covenant with Him. How-
ever, after the coming of the Lord Christ to save
humanity through the shedding of His blood,
baptism became the sign of our covenant in the
New Testament. This has become the new means
to enter into the Creator’s presence, as we partake
and enjoy the sacraments of the Church. Those
who were uncircumcised in the Old Testament
were not permitted to partake of the Passover.
Similarly, those who are not baptized in the New
Testament are not permitted to partake in the
Holy Communion. People who were not circum-
cised were not considered to be God’s people,
and in the same manner, those not baptized in the
New Testament are not considered sons of God,
and are unworthy of inheriting the Kingdom of
Heaven. Baptism therefore has become the cir-
cumcision of the New Testament, whereby sin is
stripped from the “old” man, and God adopts the
“new” man as a son. For this reason, the circum-
cision of the spirit through baptism has become
far more important in the New Testament than
the circumcision of flesh.

Issue No. 1 in Year 25 / Saint Antony Monastery CA / January 2015

The Feast of
Circumcision

Deacon Albair Gamal Mikhail

In the years 51 and 52 A.D., the Apostolic
Council was called to order; the primary objec-
tive was to discuss the issue of circumcision. The
council reached a decree as written in the Book
of Acts: “For it has seemed good to the Holy
Spirit and to us to impose on you no further bur-
den than these essentials: that you abstain from
what has been sacrificed to idols and from blood
and from what is strangled and from fornica-
tion” (Acts 15:28-29). The words “further bur-
den” refer to the circumcision of flesh. God will
accept the Gentiles who come repenting their
sins, regardless of circumcision in the flesh. It
1s baptism and putting on the “new” man that is
far more important. In his first letter to the Corin-
thians, St. Paul states, “Circumcision is nothing,
and uncircumcision is nothing; but obeying the
commandments of God is everything” (1 Cor.
7:19). Since circumcision in itself is a symbol of
baptism, the Church recommends that circum-
cision precede baptism. Those who wish to be
circumcised must do so prior to baptism. As for
females, the Church forbids their circumcision
completely, since a vital part of the female repro-
ductive system is removed prompting medical
doctors to advise against the procedure.

S
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The month of January brings to us several
feasts: the beginning of the new year, the
Nativity, the Circumcision, the Epiphany. We
thank God who gave us the blessing and the
efficiency of all these feasts, in our lives. While
we celebrate the glorious feast of the Ephiph-
any, we are glad to stop sometime for medita-
tion:

The feast of Epiphany is the feast of Bap-
tism...... This feast is also called the feast of
the divine manifestation (the Theophania).
Because the Holy Trinity appeared in it: The
Son is baptised, The Father says from heaven:
“This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well
pleased”, and The Holy Spirit appears "“like of
a dove” (Matt. 3: 16-17). Hence the baptism of
the Lord Christ shows the creed of the Holy
Trinity.

Thus the baptism is always in the Name of
the Holy Trinity According to the word of the
Lord to His disciples before His Ascension:
"Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”
(Matt. 28:19). He did not say in the names, be-
cause the three are one, as it was mentioned in
(1John 5:7): “For there are three that bear wit-

ness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the
Holy Spirit; and these three are one”. It is well
that the Church has called this feast: “Eed El
Ghetass”, or the feast of the Immersion, (in
Arabic: Eed means feast, and “"ElGhetass”
means immersion).

Because in it, the Church reminds the peo-
ple that the Lord Christ was baptized by be-
ing immersed, as it was said that after being
baptized, “When He has been baptized, Jesus
came up immediately from the water” (Matt.
3:16). The Church also reminds the people that
the faithful in the New Testament are being
baptized by being immersed, (and not by be-
ing sprinkled with water, as it is done in some
communities). The Ethiopian eunuch was
baptized in this manner, at the beginning of
the apostolic era, at the hands of Philip: "Now
when they came up out of the water, the Spirit
of the Lord caught Philip away” (Acts 8:39).
Also because Baptism is a tincture, (Baptisma
in Latin), and tinting is accomplished through
immersion; and because Baptism is a burial
with Christ (Col. 2:12), and burial is accom-
plished through placing inside the tomb (im-
mersion), and cannot be represented by sprin-
kling with water ......
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Likewise in all the ancient vestiges, we
see that baptism was accomplished inside
a recipient that was called the baptistery.
That proves that baptizing was accomplished
through immersion, and not by sprinkling wa-
ter. We remember, during this feast, many
spiritual and doctrinal meanings, whether as
regards the baptism of the Lord Christ at the
hands of John the Baptist, or as regards the
importance of Baptism in the Church.......

We remember also that the Lord came to
the baptism of John, while He was not in
need of it. But that was in order “to fulfill all
righteousness”, so that He would be without
blame before men, even while He is not in
need. That also establishes before us the prin-
ciple of obedience and the principle of loyalty,
without asking what profit it is to us?

He entered the baptism of John also in order
to be our representative, or to take our place,
Just as He fasted instead of us, and just as He
was crucified instead of us.

Many of His actions were for the others and
not for Himself. He took our place to present to
God the Father an image of the perfect man,
who satisfies the Father by His life, as well He
satisfies Him by His redemption of the human
kind.In His baptism, we remember his humil-
ity..... We remember His love and His fidelity,
and His tenderness in His conversation with
John, when He says: "“Permit it to be so now”.
The baptism of Christ also reminds us of our
baptism , and of the care of the Church for
Baptism.

Baptismis the first sacrament of the Church,
and is the door through which we enter to the
other sacraments. We say vulgarily: “we have
Christianized so and so”, that is: we have bap-
tized him; because he has become a Christian
through baptism...... That is an expression
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which is sound in its doctrinal meaning, and
which reminds us of the word of Christ: “He
who believes and is baptized will be saved”
(Mark 16:16).

Therefore the day of baptism is a feast as
regards the child and his family. In that day,
the Church gives him three sacraments: Bap-
tism, Confirmation, and Eucharist also; and
makes him ready to participateinthe life of the
Church. He becomes a memberinit, and takes
the first ecclesiastical certificate in his life. The
Church assigns a sponsor to the child, who
will care for him spiritually, and very often it
is the mother who is the sponsor to her child.
The mother is engaged before God and the
Church to take care of her child in the fear of
God, and to be his first teacher, who instructs
him, and who gives him the practical training
for all religious matters.
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