Janice Borla Group: Promises to Burn http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/article.php?id=46618#.Uw-ph3n_t2w

Home Advertise Join Sign In

ARTICLES SOUNDS VIDEOS NEWS PHOTOS MUSICIANS EVENTS
v PREVIOUS ALBUM REVIEW
« Prev Next » . Orbit Stern: Ude | Skoven, Inde | Byen

CD/LP/Track Review
Janice Borla Group: Promises To Burn (2014)

By C. MICHAEL BAILEY, Published: February 27, 2014

The artist title is a hint: "The Janice Borla Group." Borla is a vocalist
with a reputation for taking chances as evidenced on her three
previous recordings, all released on Tall Grass records, From Every
Angle (2006), Agents of Change (2003) and Lunar Octave (1996).
What she effectively does on the current Promises to Burn is elevate

jazz vocals from the realm of vocalist with rhythm section and tone

color support to a fully integrated instrumental ensemble not unlike
vocalist Tierney Sutton's approach with her Tierney Sutton Band. What this takes from Borla's
part are chops and chops she has to spare. Her voice is warm and pliant, capable of everything

from a low croon to high fireworks.

While it is okay to have a fully capable voice, without a sense of repertoire. Song choice is often
a sticking point when putting a recording project together. Songs that are too familiar often
make for "just one more collection of standards," a problem identified by critic Scott Yanow in
his The Jazz Singers: The Ultimate Guide and dealt with in his "Ten Songs That Should Be
Avoided" (yes, "My Funny Valentine" is one of these). Gratefully, this is not a problem with
Borla's offering. Quite to the contrary, Borla selects eight compositions that are anything but

run-of-the-mill.

Borla and her guitar-based rhythm section deliver round and polished performances geared
toward showing off both Borla's impressive scat and vocalese capabilities as well as guitarist
John McLean's solo and comping talents. The disc is opened with a Bill Evans/Karen Gallinger

composition, "Funkarello," that features a wordless vocal duet introduction between Borla and
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bassist Bob Bowman. Borla warms up Joey Calderazzo's "Midnight Voyage" which is gently
augmented with Art Davis' softly round trumpet tone. Borla's wordless vocals on

Lennie Tristano's "Lennie's Pennies" fully transform into a supple and precise musical
instrument playing in concert with Davis' muted horn and McLean's softened tones. The scat

solo is well conceived and executed, Borla never repeating herself.

The two best known pieces are a laconic and ironically delivered "You Don't Know What Love Is"
and a slow and deliberate "If You Could See Me Now." Borla and her fine band are expertly
tuned and thoroughly schooled in the effective ass . PREVIOUS ALBUM REVIEW

environment of the jazz ensemble. : Orbit Stern: Ude | Skoven, Inde | Byen

Track Listing: Funkallero; Midnight Voyage; Some utner Time; Lennie’s Pennies; Silver Hollow;

You Don’t Know What Love Is; Runferyerlife; If You Could See Me Now.

Personnel: anice Borla: vocals; Scott Robinson: tenor saxophone, flute; Art Davis: trumpet,

flugelhorn; John McLean: guitars; Bob Bowman: bass; Jack Mouse: drums.

Record Label: Self Produced

Shop For Jazz: Amazon CDBaby CD Universe Gear iTunes

Janice Borla Group Related

Events  Articles Links

Sorry, no events found. Submit one now.

Meet the Author Recent Articles

Joined All About Jazz in 1997

Michael wants to know if Gene Harris is playing "Summertime" in Heaven
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with Ray Brown.
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WHAT'S THIS?

For the Love of Art (Encore) at Cajun's Wharf
E — This encore event is being presented
because severe winter weather adversely affected ...

updateThe First Annual Safaricom International
Jazz Festival
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— BRING SOME OF IT TO MOMBASA AT THE
LITTLE THEATRE .WE NEED THIS!
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