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A Happy New Year to all our members! We hope everyone rode out the storms safely so 

far. Perhaps we will be blessed with some spectacular wildflower displays this spring! 

As we start off a new year, hoping for increased opportunities to get together with our equines, our 

wonderful board is (re)introducing themselves in the hopes that all our new and vintage members will 

come out and join the fun! 

 

 

 

Welcome to New Member: 

Janine Newby from San Luis Obispo 

1913 

Time to renew! 

 

See Page 8 for 

membership renewal 

information! 
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Hello club members,  

My name is Lilla Hewitt 

and I am the 2023 BODS 

President. This makes 

the fourth time that I have 

held the position in the 

(almost) 10 years that I 

have been involved in the 

club. I continue to live on 

my family's 123-year-old 

cattle ranch in Parkfield 

and use my Morgan 

(which was a gift from my 

grandmother-in-law) to 

push cows and drive. I have had 'Jacopo' since he was a few months old, and 

he is now about 13. When he was three and four, I taught him to ride and 

drive because he is very agreeable and prefers to walk or stand still. We have 

participated in many club events as well as some Horse Driving Trials at Clay 

Station Horse Park. In 2020, I bought a small pony to keep Jacopo com-

pany while he is on monitored feeding (typical Morgan). I named him 

'Concho' because he is so small and pretty. He is very different in personality 

than Jacopo, and so I sent him to a trainer this past summer. In September, 

he came home, and I have really enjoyed getting to know him as a 

driving pony. So many club members have contributed to my education, 

both when I started and even now. I look forward to seeing you all in the 

coming year. 

Hi, 

My name is Disa Thorensen and I am your Vice 

President this year. I have been driving approx-

imately 15 years and love the sound of clip clop 

hooves 😊. I have a 22-year-old Welsh Cob 

who I drive; in the past I have also ridden 

dressage. I also have an 11-hand pony, Billy the 

Kid, who is currently learning to drive. 

I am looking forward to driving together in the 

year ahead, and to all the fun seeing the  

different breeds and turnouts! 

 

2023 Board 

President 

Lilla Hewitt 

805-463-2342 

lillathomason@gmail.com 

Vice President 

Disa Thorensen 

805-481-8303 

disa8@pacbell.net 

Treasurer 

Diane Kastama 

805-458-2428 

dkastama@verizon.net 

Secretary/Membership 

Gloria Walter 

805-467-9204 

brass2drive@xxxx 

Newsletter 

Kathy LaChaine 

805-703-0743 

klachaine@charter.net 

Directors at Large 

Nikki Ryan 

805-239-4488 

snryan3@sbcglobal.net 

Stephanie Szabo 

805-460-0242 

chiropetdc@aol.com 

Katey Valente 

805-674-0306 

kateyv33@yahoo.com 

mailto:klachaine@charter.net
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BODS Beginner Clinic Series 
 

January 28 and February 25, 2023 
 

Location:   Ann McClure's, 235 Cimarron, Arroyo Grande, CA 

 

Instructors: Diane Kastama and Ann McClure 

 

Rain or shine 

 

Free for members.  $10 for nonmembers. RSVP – limited space available! 

 

• Hands-on demo from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.   

 

• Driving at will in afternoon. 

 

• Bring your equine and harness to have the fit checked and adjusted. 

 

• Get help with ground driving your horse/pony. 

 

Jan.  28 - intro to harness / hitching – what each part of the harness does. 

 

Feb.  25 - how to ground drive, introducing your horse to what is needed for driving. 

 

RSVP: Contact Diane Kastama   dkastama@verizon.net    805-458-2428. 

 

 

 



Brass Oak Driving Society  January 2023 Page 4 
 

 



Brass Oak Driving Society  January 2023 Page 5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 27, 2022, Brass Oak Driving Society Meeting Minutes 

Members present: Disa, Lilla, Ann, Diane, Elsa, Jackie  

Guests: Janine, Lynn, Carolyn, Jackie, and Elsa’s boys  

Call to Order: 1:45 

Treasurer Report: not at this time 

New Business:  

Membership dues: discussion about lowering dues but no action taken. 

Questionnaire: Lilla would like to send out a survey to members to see what/if they have a driving 

animal, what they may need help with, and what kind of events they are looking for. Jackie 1st, Diane 2nd, 

passed. 

Central Coast Arabian Association: Back in October someone suggested that the CCAA may be interested 

in including open driving classes at their show(s). Lilla will contact the person to find out more 

information. 

Election of New Officers: Lilla H.– President, Disa T.– Vice President, Gloria W. – Secretary, Diane K., At 

Large: Nikki R., Stephane S., Katey V. 

 Submitted by Lilla Hewitt 

SURVEY RESULTS 
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Members’ Marketplace 
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Smucker’s Synthetic Harness $400 

Black. Excellent condition, lightly used, and just 
cleaned. This was purchased to fil a Friesian, 
but has been used on my much smaller mule in 
recent years, so it adjusts over a wide range. 
Smucker’s quality and very sturdy. Truly easy 
care, just hose off to clean. 

Contact Lil Clary 

805 937-3811 
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Next Meeting: 
TBD 

 

 

Pamela Miller-Mitchell is our Pacific Region ADS representative. 

Pamela can be reached at 818-899-0211 or pam.hei@verizon.net 

Driving events around the region: Contact venues for current information. 

February 18 ADT Prep Clinic, Lake View Terrace, CA.  

Contact Marc DiLeo 760-403-3201, friesianfire@gmail.com 

March 18 Whip’r Snappers Shamrock ADT, Phelan, CA. 

   Contact Veronica Campbell, show secretary, t.v.campbell@verizon.net 

April 29 & 30 Claystation Horse Park HDT, Wilton, CA. 

   Contact claystationhorsepark@frontier.net 

June 17 & 18 Summer Festival CDE, Claystation Horse Park, Wilton, CA. 

   Contact claystationhorsepark@frontier.net 

October 6 – 8 CA Fall Classic CDE, Claystation Horse Park, Wilton, CA. 

   Contact claystationhorsepark@frontier.net 

October 28 & 29  Halloween HDT, Claystation Horse Park, Wilton, CA. 

   Contact claystationhorsepark@frontier.net 

 

mailto:friesianfire@gmail.com
mailto:t.v.campbell@verizon.net
mailto:claystationhorsepark@frontier.net
mailto:claystationhorsepark@frontier.net
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