BVPO Meeting Minutes – November 18, 2019 (DRAFT)
The meeting of the Board of the Buena Vista Parent Organization, an Oregon nonprofit, was held on
November 18, 2019 at 6:30 pm at Buena Vista Spanish Immersion in Eugene, OR pursuant to a call
for such meeting by George Bosch, President.
1. Call to Order/Introductions: The meeting was called to order by George Bosch, BVPO
President, at 6:30pm. George welcomed everyone and everyone introduced themselves. A
sign in sheet was circulated. Please see George for Sign-in Sheet and a full list of attendees
and contact information.
a. Present: George Bosch (President), Ashley Bohanan (Secretary), Directora Melissa
Ibarra, Maestra Yareli Montaño, Randy Mendez, Ben Moseley, Joe Peck, Lydia
Harlan, Gretchen Ruddick, Ashli Keyser, Maria Aguirre, Joanna Palmer, Fatima
Ferrazas, Sydney Koh, Diertra Lomeli, Ben Gese, Carisa Hettich, and Amy Peterson.
b. Regrets: Colby Huling (Treasurer)
2. Review and Approval of the October 2019 Minutes as Circulated: A MOTION was
made to approve the October minutes by Joe Peck and there was a second by Randy Mendez.
A vote was called. The motion PASSED unanimously.
3. Treasurer Update: Colby Huling was not able to attend the meeting. George Bosch,
President, circulated the budget report for approval.
4. Approved Budget Review and Treasurer Report Approval: The approved budget was
circulated and reviewed by George Bosch. A MOTION to approve the Treasurer Report was
made by Joanna Palmer. A second was made by Ben Moseley. A vote was called. The
motion PASSED unanimously.

a. NEW BUSINESS: Motion to Vote in Ashley Bohanan as Secretary: A MOTION
was made to vote Ashley Bohanan onto the BVPO as Secretary by George Bosch and
there was a second by Joanna Palmer. A vote was called. The motion PASSED with
17 votes in favor and one abstention (Ashley Bohanan abstained).
5. Amity Intern Update-Gretchen Ruddick: Interns are settling in well and are well
utilized in the classroom. They are participating in both small group and large group
instruction. Gretchen Ruddick and Gail Spinks are both available to answer any questions
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about the Amity program as well as to put you in contact with the current Amity Interns.
Having the current interns over for dinner or to do an activity with you is always welcomed
and encouraged. In January and February we will begin to interview interns for next year.
If anyone has interest in hosting an intern next year, please reach out to Gail Spinks or
Gretchen Ruddick.
6. Carnival, Food Drive, and Food Assistance Update-Sydney Koh:
a. Carnival: Carnival had a really good turnout this year. We made approximately
$1000 in donations which easily covers the expenses. Euphoria came and made
about $700. They will be donating $100 of those funds (usually only give 10%).
Karen Wong was open to the idea of continuing to help with Carnival next year.
Thank you to everyone who volunteered and donated to make the event such a
success.
b. Winter Food Drive: We are in the beginning phases of working toward winter food
drive for families who request food assistance over winter break. Each year, 20-30
boxes go home over winter break. In the near future a sign-up list for items to bring
will be circulated. Families are also welcome to bring other items not on the list:
both perishable and non-perishable food items are welcome. After Thanksgiving
break, the barrels will be out in the main hallway near the office and in the cafeteria
to collect food items. Parents will volunteer to pack up boxes on December 18th, and
they will be picked up on December 20th. Jocelyn Ringer has volunteered to
run/coordinate this program when Sydney leaves next year. She will also help
coordinate the weekend backpack food program.
c. Weekend Food Assistance Program: We currently have 21 children in the
program (double last year’s numbers), and we have donations coming in. If there is a
need for additional donations for nonperishable food items Sydney will reach out to
parents. We are moving through rice and beans more quickly than last year, so
Sydney reached out to Generosity Feeds. BV hopes to secure more meals for next
year through that program. MOD Pizza and various companies have donated money
toward Generosity Feeds, so we may not need BVPO or parent donations. Generosity
Feeds will need volunteers to pack the boxes in February, so stay tuned for
information on that volunteer opportunity.
d. Teacher Meals over Conferences: Thank you to all parents who contributed to
teacher meals. Parent contributions of a soup and salad dinner was provided
Wednesday evening, and Thursday evening was catered by Cafe Yumm. The dinners
were appreciated and well received.
7. Book Fair and Library Services Update- Directora Ibarra: The library is up and
running. Parents have been helping to shelve and check in books. The Scholastic Book Fair
is coming and we will need volunteers. It may look different because it will be staff run this
year. Some of our teachers have run book fairs at other schools so the school is relying on
their expertise.
a. It has been noted that library books have been shelved in the wrong places. We also
have new books, but we have no way to barcode them and need to resolve that issue.
Please note that OBOB books have their own labels, so they need to go on the upper
shelves and not be shelved with the general books.
b. Ben Moseley has started a Signup Genius to help fill library time slots with parent
volunteers, but 3 classes still have a lack of volunteers. We are in the beginning
stages of gathering feedback and information to determine how to fill those gaps.
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The sign-up forms are a temporary solution until we find permanent volunteers
and/or volunteers that can commit to a regular schedule. What would be helpful is if
we could create a list/description for parent volunteers of what is required during
library time. It was suggested that teachers should drive what they need during
that library time and communicate to the parents what they expect during that time.
Can it be teacher driven? The goal is to standardize the library time so the
expectations from parents and teachers are clear.
c. For those who missed it, Directora Ibarra has created a short library check-in and
check-out video:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/130A3accUxsCowhnAMlPOiJa11zMYWSSR/view
8. Red Cross Blood Drive Pint Size Heroes- Carisa Hettich (KG parent): Blood is a
constant need. In January, blood donation tends to drop and it’s hard to get blood. During
three months last year, only a 1-3 day blood supply existed at any given time. 20% of blood
supply comes from college and high school kids; however, due to this critical drop in supply
during the winter months, the Red Cross has created a program called “Pint Size Heroes” in
which kids recruit their parents to donate blood at their school. People can donate every 56
days and if you time it right can donate 6 times per year. They are looking to set up a blood
drive at Buena Vista. They would need a 5-hour window. What makes best sense would be
to have an indoor setup to collect more units. It was proposed that doing it on a Friday from
12-5 or 1-6 would make most sense to allow for working families and teachers to also
participate. It would be a closed drive (no public would be allowed into the school-just
parents, grandparents, relatives who sign in at the front desk). It takes about one hour to go
through the whole process. The following is a summary of the discussion held regarding this
opportunity:
a. How would we manage donations with the kids out of school? Only strapped to the
bag for about 10 minutes. We want kids to see that donating blood does save lives.
Need to encourage the kids to buy into the concept and recruit their parents. Buddy
the Blood Drop could come in and talk to the kids. No other Eugene Elementary
Schools have done it yet, but other schools in the state have.
b. The goal would be about 30 units (10% of the parent population). Would need to have
sign-ups ahead of time and would need 40-42 people to commit ahead of time to
account for the fact that some will drop out last minute. Carisa is willing to help set
all of this up.
c. Would need to work out space, rooms, flow, and be able to set up 4 beds.
d. It was concluded that this is something that would need to be discussed further with
Directora Ibarra so she can work out whether it would be feasible in terms of date
conflicts due to School Choice tours, safety, health issues, and district guidelines.
9. Fundraising Update- Joanna Palmer: We have $19,000 from Subasta, $600-700 from
the Supper Clubs, approximately $400 from Carnival, so we still need to raise approximately
$30,000 more this year to meet our fundraising goals.
a. Supper Club Dates:
i.
Pastini - November 18-19, 2019
ii.
Mucho Gusto - December 16-17, 2019
iii.
Dickey Joe’s - Dates TBD
b. Parents Night Out was last Friday (November 15) and only 6 kids went
(approximately $130 raised). Parents would like to do it again here at Buena Vista,
but we don’t know that will be possible.
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c.

The Direct Drive ask went out in the November BVPO Fundraising Newsletter,
and an additional flyer will go out next week with just the Direct Drive information
on it.
d. La Velada: Buena Vista’s big, biennial auction fundraiser — Subasta Latina! — will
be back next year....But we just didn’t want to wait for all the fun! So, this year, we
are planning a smaller — but equally fun — adults only evening of food, drinks,
music, raffles and a silent auction. We are calling it La Velada! The event will take
place in February or March, and more details will follow. We will be auctioning off
platters during this enjoyable evening out.
e. Joanna spoke to Maestro Johnson about doing a fundraiser. He wants the 3rd
graders to be able to attend a symphony; therefore, in May there will be some sort of
fundraiser to support the music program. If anyone is interested in helping to plan
this, please contact Joanna Palmer.
f. Maestra Fisher has not needed fundraising help. She has several really great ideas
to raise money and support Physical Education at Buena Vista.
g. Bulletin Board- Sam Brelsford will be making a thermometer to post there to show
how much money we’ve raised.
10. 4J Parent Leaders Network Meeting - George Bosch: The 4J Parent Leaders Network
meeting will be held December 2, 2019 from 6:30-8:00om at the District Office (200 North
Monroe Street). This will immediately follow Coffee with the Superintendent (5:30-6:30pm).
George requested volunteers to attend the Coffee with the Superintendent and 4J Parent
Leaders Network Meeting with him. Joe Peck volunteered to attend.
11. OBOB (Amy Peterson)- Tomorrow (Tuesday, November 19th) will be the signup for OBOB.
Over 100 permission slips are already in. 5 copies of each book are in the library, with the
exception of Number the Stars, but additional copies of this book have been ordered.
Tuesday they all got checked out so there weren’t enough for students who come to library on
Thursday. Amy will be at the Coffee Chat on Friday, November 22, 2019 to answer
questions, and she is looking for volunteers. The OBOB Competition starts around the
second week of February and they will need several volunteers at that time. OBOB students
will be able to participate in the annual swimming field trip after the competition is over.
12. Principal and Staff Update -Directora Ibarra: Directora Ibarra’s slideshow
presentation can be viewed here: BVPO MEETING_November 18
a. Thank you for meals for teachers (soups were even enough for lunch the next day).
b. New Staff: We have two new staff members this month. Maestra Roybal is a new
ELD teacher with a split assignment between here and River Road. Extra ELD
support has been granted to our building. Maestra Bradley is still at home
recovering (Maestra Senner is the guest teacher for Maestra Bradley). Maestra
Wood is the new Kindergarten EA.
c. Amity Bulletin Board: The interns wanted to share about their culture, countries,
and their native foods, which they have presented on the walls in the cafeteria as
well as on a bulletin board in the hallway. Check their exhibits out to learn more
about them.
d. School Cents is a fundraising program with Valley River Center. Information is in
the November newsletter and went home last week in the children’s folders. Please
see the community bulletin board for more information as well. The office staff will
help add the receipts for Buena Vista if parents don’t have time to. Please either
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sign up on your phone or feel free to submit your receipts to the office. The
Community Leader Board at VRC shows how all of the schools compare when
earning School Cents. Please see the following screenshot from Directora Ibarra’s
slideshow for more details on how to earn bonus/additional points for our school:

e. Important Dates:
i.
Girls on the Run Informational Session: See Ibarra’s Slideshow
(screenshot below) for additional information.

ii.
iii.
iv.

v.

The next Coffee Chat is on Friday November 22nd. OBOB information will
be available. The choir will also perform.
Our first Turkey Trot will be Friday, November 22nd. Come watch from 99:20 for grades K-2, 9:30-10:00 for grades 3-5.
Gently Used Book Drive-Buena Vista is collecting gently used books for
foster children in Lane County. This is starting now and runs through
December 13th.
The Food Drive barrels will be outside the office and in the cafeteria
starting December 2nd. This is an opportunity for BV families to support
students in our school who may face food insecurity over winter break. The
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last week of December before break room 1 will be converted into a packing
station and volunteers will be needed.
vi.
The Book Fair is 17 days away! December 7th (Saturday) will be the first
date, and the fair will then continue December 9-13.
vii.
Friday December 13 will be our December Coffee Chat (the Friday following
our BVPO Meeting).
viii.
PBIS Basketball Challenge is December 16th for Grades 3-5. One class
from each grade will win based on following and practicing school behavior
expectations. The winning classes will go to Matthew Knight Arena for a
field trip.
ix.
The Jingle Run with Maestra Fisher will be December 20, 2019.
x.
Winter Break: December 21-January 6
f. Socktober was a success. We have 3 bags of socks to donate.
g. Choose Kindness- All schools in Lane County are being asked to choose a kindness
project- need to report back by the end of the school year. Parents are being asked
for ideas and support for this project.
i.
Beth Ballentine has reached out about a fence project in the past and may be
interested in tying this in to the kindness project.
13. Site Council Update – Directora Ibarra- Next one is December 4th, 4-5 pm (at BV).
These sessions have been moved to a quarterly schedule at the Elementary Schools. Site
Council is where classified staff, licensed staff, and parents come together to discuss changes,
curriculum, etc.
14. Other Announcementsa. Question was posed about why we switched from Class Dojo from Remind. Answer:
BV switched because Dojo didn’t charge us a fee.
b. Buena Vista is trying to roll out a 1:1 ipad for 3-5th grade.
c. Teachers are piloting new assessments. Teachers don’t get an option to use the
target language, the district drives curriculum and testing decisions.
d. Student Success Act Community Forums- Phase 2 is starting now (surveys went
out in Phase 1 to say how we’d like those to be funds used). In Phase 2 the district
will seek input on potential investments to support student success. These sessions
are available at the following times: Childcare, light refreshments, and Spanish
interpretation provided
i.
Wednesday, November 13, 7–8 p.m., Sheldon High School
ii.
Tuesday, November 19, 5:30–6:30 p.m., Churchill High School
Spanish/español: Tuesday, November 19, 7–8 p.m., Churchill High School
iii.
Thursday, November 21, 7–8 p.m., North Eugene High School
iv.
Monday, November 25, 5:30–6:30 p.m., South Eugene High School
e. Question was posed about where we stand with the library regarding the shelves and
funds that were set aside specifically for the library remodel. What we know: Ticket
is in to have old shelves picked up. $13,000 worth of shelves are in the library, but
they are missing the back piece. Therefore, books are falling through the middle and
onto the floor. George Bosch noted this issue and is going to touch base with Colby
to resolve this issue with the company.
f. We still have money available in the “Scholastic” fund (funds earmarked for the
library remodel)- how are we now going to use that since the remodel is not moving
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forward? This question was not answered at this time and was tabled until the next
meeting. **This BVPO “account” is labeled inaccurately, as the actual Scholastic
account belongs to the building and Ibarra has stated there are no funds left in that
account as of this date.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 pm.
Next meeting: December 9, 2019
Respectfully submitted by Ashley Bohanan, Secretary
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