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OPENA Purpose
 The general purpose of the Oak Park Estates Neighborhood 

Association is to provide a forum and an active support group for the 
residents of the Oak Park Estates and Druid Hills neighborhoods in 
order to make the area a safer, more attractive and a better place to live.

 Any current resident of, or owner of property or a business in a 
neighborhood of Oak Cliff and who has an interest in advancing the 
quality of life in the Oak Park Estates (including all additions or 
revisions) and Druid Hills Neighborhoods is eligible for membership in 
the Association.



Agenda
 Welcome & Introductions

 Acknowledgements & Announcements

 Committee Reports:
 Adoption of Minutes by Richard Thomas, Secretary

 Treasurer’s Report by Beatrice Lovett, Treasurer

 Nominations Committee Report by Cynthia White

 Grants Report by Judy Pollock, Grants & Resources Chair

 Welcoming new residents & 1st time attendees - Carla Ranger, Hospitality Chair

 OPENA Block Captains– Brett Anderson, Block Captain Chair

 Neighborhood Directory– James Fairchild, Social & Events Chair

 Upcoming Programs – Faye Williams, Programs Chair

 Program: “Zoning: Its Impact on the Neighborhoods”
o Presentation by Jennifer Rangel, Inclusive Communities Project



OPENA Leadership Team:
• Tom Forsyth, President
• Mary Harrison, Vice President
• Beatrice Lovett, Treasurer
• Richard Thomas, Secretary
• Lucy Livingston, Past President
• Alex Gorinsky, Membership
• Jim Hauck, Communications Co-Chair
• Brett Anderson, Block Captain Chair
• Cynthia White, Community Planning and Development
• Judy Pollock, Grants & Resources, Code Compliance
• James Fairchild, Social Events & Publications Chair
• Carl Hays, Government Liaison
• Carla Ranger Hospitality
• Joe Lucas Beautification
• Ann Herbage, Education Chair



Acknowledgements

Special Thanks to:
• Jim Hauck for website work and
attending the Branding Workshop
•Beatrice Lovett & Joe Lucas for
attending Beautification Workshop
•Cynthia White for attending the
Neighborhood Branding Workshop



Block Walk Passing out Flyers!

Special Thanks to:

•Kent Hedman

•Bert Rakowitz

•Cynthia White

• Jacqueline Peel

• James Fairchild



OPENA Restarts Yard of the Month Program

 First Award to Jim Hauck who lives at 1532 Trailridge!

 Program details & nominations can be 

made at: http://www.opena.org/yard-of-the-month.html

 Criteria:
o Nice foliage & Kept Yard

o Focus on beautification, originality & creativity

o Combo of lawns, borders and flower beds

o It’s visually appealing from the street!

o Water-wise landscapes are also considered!

o Be willing to have photos published

http://www.opena.org/yard-of-the-month.html


Announcements

“Map My Neighborhood” Workshop 

Saturday, Sept 28, 2019

Meadows Conference Center 

2900 Live Oak Street

9:30-11:20 a.m.
Saturday, July 27, 2019

Meadows Conference Center 

2900 Live Oak Street

12:00 – 2:00 p.m.



Upcoming OPENA Events 
 National Night Out Event on 

Tues Oct. 1 (Kiest Park)

 Operation Beautification Day 
Event on Sat. Nov. 2

 Dinner & Movie Night at St. 
Aug’s

Oak Cliff at 6 pm on Nov. 2!

 Holiday Party on Sat. Nov. 16 
at 1:30 p.m.



Branch Out Dallas Free Tree Program



Dallas VegFest 2019
 Dallas’ premier festival of 

nutrition, health and wellness

 Sunday Sept. 22 from 11 to 4 pm

 Kiest Park (near Rec Center)

 Hosted by Dallas VegFest &

The Oak Cliff Veggie Project



Fall Non-Profit Showcase

 Sponsored by: Hampton Illinois Library 
Friends

 Location: Black Box Theater at the 
Hampton Illinois Library.

 When: Sunday Sept. 29th from 1:30 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m. 

 A showcase for a variety of non-profit 
groups helping make Oak Cliff a better 
place to live.

 Admission is free.
 Come and find out what these groups do 

and how they can help you and you can 
help them.  

 Attending Groups as of 9/11/19 include:
o Arts Mission Oak Cliff – cultural group
o Color Me Empowered – cultural group
o Dallas Mexican American Historical League –

history preservation
o Friends of Oak Cliff Parks – environmental 

group
o Hampton Illinois Library Friends – library 

support group
o Heritage Oak Cliff – neighborhood umbrella
o Oak Cliff Earth Day – environmental group
o Oak Cliff Women’s Club – social group
o Oak Cliff Garden Forum – gardening group.  
o 2000 Roses – empowerment group.





Oak Cliff Gardeners Garden Tour on Sat. Oct. 5 (Free!)
1. Jesse Rocha

9:00-9:30
3056 El Tovar Circle 75233

2. Jon Papp
9:40-10:10
2920 Woodmere Dr. 75233

3. Tom Forsyth
10:20-10:50
2115 Siesta Dr. 75224

4. Meeka Bain
11:00-11:30
839 N. Madison Ae 75208

5. Lake Cliff guided Tour
11:40-12:10
300 East Colorado Blvd 75201
Tour Guide John Ellis.

6. Legacy Founders Cottage
12:20-1:10
828 South Tyler Street 75208

7. Chris Howards Michael
2:00-3:00
2415 Searcy Dr. 75211
Hosting: PLANT & SEED SWAP

 Very important to stay on schedule: Please don't arrive at Gardens ahead of schedule. Thank you.

https://www.facebook.com/jesse.rocha1?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARAjOMOAUaYpeGr8J4dPvLboYfXq0MR8yg42R68_ngkMzPaYdWibYSsk_VnjsdM1VEgJUUnltuV98__6&fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/jon.papp.9?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARC2JTm7oAPb7-F8j9mEJkNZbqEDzXt8i69ly-snWbipi0K0BGovDGE8qoNVfY1T2gtdg2Me-IzMSov9&fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/tyforsyth?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARBPH0exXUdulHeye-7pvopKScJGaSNCTmG5k4boJ42EXdeyoPiUkAnJpNl83hVsij73Ccs6cjxLhgzI&fref=mentions


Rainbow Garden Club Program on Ikebana – Oct. 12

• Program will be given by George Trauth, 
Master Ikebana Practitioner.

• George lives on Ebbtide in Oak Park 
Estates!

• His partner is Lynn Witherspoon, active 
in OPENA. 

• George & Lynn attend St. Aug’s Oak Cliff.

• Program starts at 2 pm. 

• Tom Forsyth’s Home at 2115 Siesta Dr. 





Adoption of Minutes –

Richard Thomas, Secty.

 General Meeting on July 17, 2019

 Board Meeting on August 16, 2019

OPENA Aug. 2019 

Board Meeting Minutes

OPENA May General Meeting_052119.pptx
Board Meetings


Treasurer’s Report –

Beatrice Lovett
Period from 07/17/19 to 09/17/19



2019 Projects with HOC Grants
Project # Grant Type: Project Name: Cost: HOC Grant: OPENA Cost:

1 N.I. Sign Toppers  - Druid Hills $       1,308.50 $       785.10 $         523.40 

$             60.51 $                 -

2 N.I. Door Hangers $           266.50 $       159.90 $         106.60 

2 N.I. Website $           200.88 $       120.53 $            80.35 

2 N.I. Welcome Baskets $           576.00 $                 - $         576.00 

2 N.I. 501-C3 Incorporation $           300.00 $                 - $         300.00 

3 N.I. A/V Equipment $       1,048.98 $       629.39 $         419.59 

Taxes on AV Equipment $             86.54 $                 - $            86.54 

4 C.I. Meeting Expenses $           330.00 $       330.00 $                   -

Social Event $           250.00 $                 - $         250.00 

Holiday Party $           250.00 - $         250.00 

Totals: $       4,677.91 $    2,024.92 $      2,592.48 

Legend:
N.I. Neighborhood Improvement
C.I. Community Involvement



HOC Grant Reimbursements To Date



Proposed Druid Hills Sign Topper



Membership Report – Alex Gorinsky
 Membership Report (As of 09/12/2019):

o 2019 Member Total 60

o 2019 New Member Total 34

o 2018 Members Renewed 2019 26

o 2018 Members Still to Renew 15

• Member Attendance 1/19 27 6 new member signups

• Member Attendance 3/16 24 2 new member signups

• Member Attendance 5/21 34 6 new member signups

• Member Attendance 7/16 31 6 new member signups



Neighborhood Handbook & Directory – James Fairchild

 Mission of the Oak Park Estates Neighborhood Association

 Overview and History of Oak Park Estates & Druid Hills 
Neighborhoods

 Meeting Schedule

 Membership, Contact Us, OPENA Officers

 City of Dallas Resources

 Education Resources

 Elected Officials

 Local Business & Services Directory

 Neighborhood Residents Directory



NPO Officers Here Today

• Fabian Rameriz
Southwest Neighborhood Code

• Sr. Corporal Jamison Lewis
Southwest Neighborhood Patrol Officer



3 Ways to Reach Dallas 3-1-1
 By Phone:

o Simply call 3-1-1 when inside Dallas' city limits.  

o You may also access Dallas 3-1-1 by calling (214) 670-3111 from any 
location. 

 Online:

o Visit - https://dallascrm.force.com/public/servicetypes

 Mobile Application:

o Download the OurDallas mobile app 

on your smartphone!

https://dallascrm.force.com/public/servicetypes


NPO Officer Update

Crime statistics in our neighborhoods.

Crime prevention methods.

Recognizing & reporting suspicious activity. 

Understanding 9-1-1 and 3-1-1.

Volunteers in Patrol (VIP) Program.

New online incident reporting at www.dallaspolice.net.

What can you do to help?

http://www.dallaspolice.net/


Community Crime Map

28www.communitycrimemap.com

5/21/19 to 06/20/19

http://www.communitycrimemap.com


List of Active Calls

29www.dallaspolicewatch.com/southwest.html

http://www.dallaspolicewatch.com/southwest.html


Website (opena.org) – Jim Hauck



Today’s Program:

“Zoning & Beyond:

Its Impact on the 

Neighborhoods” 

Presented by:

Jennifer Rangel

Inclusive Communities Project 

https://www.inclusivecommunities.net/



Upcoming OPENA Meetings:

Sat. Oct. 26 Board Meeting:

oAlex’s Home 

Sat. Nov. 16 General Meeting & 

Holiday Party

o St. Augustine’s Oak Cliff



www.opena.org

Questions? 
Please email us at:

crimewatch@opena.org

http://www.opena.org/
mailto:crimewatch@winnetkaheights.org

