Northern California
Prescribed Fire Training Exchange
Nov. 3, 2013 marked the end of the first-ever Northern
California Prescribed Fire Training Exchange (TREX),
which brought people from all over the state, country,
and the world to burn together and learn together for
two weeks. This TREX, which was almost cancelled due
to early season rains and the government shutdown,
ended up being one of the most productive, innovative
events the region’s prescribed fire community has
seen in years. The TREX built a fully functional fire
team out of a group of diverse participants, including
university students, federal employees, private
contractors, conservationists, educators, municipal fire
fighters and utility workers, and even an air pollution
officer. Some participants had decades of experience,
and others had never held a drip torch before, but all
left the TREX with hundreds of acres of successful
prescribed fire under their belts, as well as tons of new
experience and inspiration.

restore fire to the landscape. Over the mountains
and a few hours southeast, the group burned in the
oak/pine savannas of Bar 717 Ranch, which is just
west of Hayfork. Bar 717 is home to Camp Trinity, a
summer camp that brings kids from around the
Bar 717 Ranch, Trinity County
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country to enjoy the ranch’s clean rivers, fresh
mountain air, and forest and farm landscapes. Now
the kids will also learn about prescribed fire, thanks
to the ranch’s involvement in the TREX!
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Eastside Burn Unit, Redwood National Park
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The Northern California TREX started out on the North
Coast, where the group burned with Redwood
National Park in the beautiful Bald Hills oak
woodlands. After that, the TREX moved to the Klamath
River basin and burned 9 small, complex units on
private lands around Orleans, helping reduce fuels and
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Participants in Nor Cal TREX
States represented at TREX
Countries represented at TREX
Prescribed burns completed with
TREX participation
Acres burned during the 2-week
event
Base camps/incident command
posts established during TREX
Average pounds gained by TREX
participants, thanks to the
awesome TREX caterer
New friendships, networks, ideas,
and inspirations

The last stop for the Nor Cal TREX was Whiskeytown
As you can see in our “TREX Numbers” on the front
National Recreation Area, where the group burned a
page, this event was very productive. The TREX
20-acre unit in the park’s high-elevation mixed-conifer group participated in 16 different burns during the
two-week event, treating a total of over 450 acres.
They traveled hundreds of miles between sites,
exploring the role of fire across diverse ecosystems,
including old-growth redwood forests, tanoakDouglas-fir forests, deciduous oak woodlands, pine
savannas, chaparral, and high-elevation forests. The
group got a true taste for the complexity and
diversity of northern California’s landscapes, and an
appreciation for the skill, art, and science of
managing those landscapes with fire.
Whiskeytown NRA
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forest. This unit had heavier fuel loads than some of
the other TREX sites, and its thick pine litter allowed
for some beautiful fire behavior and plenty of new
learning opportunities.
The TREX was designed to cover a broad spectrum of
prescribed fire scenarios; participants not only learned
to lay hose and drag a drip torch, but they also
received training on fire effects monitoring, local
ecology and culture, and media interactions. In fact,
TREX participants got to use their media skills during
interviews with local TV and newspaper outlets in
Redwood National Park and at Bar 717, so their
training paid off.
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TREX participants learned a lot during this training,
but so too did the organizers and the region’s
prescribed fire community as a whole. We learned
that even in northern California, where burn
windows are tight, the topography is steep and
complex, and the challenges never cease, the only
sure way to achieve objectives is to work together,
be fire ready, and continue to develop new,
innovative ways to get things done. The TREX has
served as a prime example of this approach, and we
hope to make it an annual event!
For more info or to be added to the mailing list:
Northern California Prescribed Fire Council
nwcapfc@gmail.com
www.norcalrxfirecouncil.org

