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Maine Acadian Heritage is published
four times a year by the Maine Acadian
Heritage Council. This newsletter is
designed to provide information on
efforts to preserve and promote the
Acadian culture, language and history in
the St. John Valley and beyond. Submissions are subject to editing. For details,
contact Kim Deschenes at 207-728-6826.
In complying with the letter and spirit of
applicable laws and in pursuing its own
goals of pluralism, the Maine Acadian
Heritage Council shall not discriminate
on the grounds of race, color, religion,
sex, sexual orientation, national origin or
citizen status, age, disability, or veteran
status in all areas.
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Pictured above : Ken Theriault, Vice-President and representative of the Town of Madawaska; Lise
Pelletier, President, the Acadian Archives acadiennes; Anne Roy, Treasurer, L’Héritage Vivant; Jane
Corbin Carter and Theresa Theriault, Madawaska Acadian Festival; Marilyn MacBreairty, Allagash
Historical Society; Terry Ouellette, Ste-Agathe Preservation Center; Gerald Soucy, Greater Grand Isle
Historical Society; Donald Raymond, town of New Canada. Back row: Gina Jandreau, teacher at the
Madawaska Elementary School; Donna Levesque Frenchville Historical Society; Chad Pelletier, Secretary,
Fort Kent Historical Society; Allen Jackson, Allagash Historical Society; Wayne Lebrun, St. Francis
Historical Society; Don Cyr, Association culturelle et historique du Mont Carmel; and Dona Saucier, the
Greater Fort Kent Chamber of Commerce. Board members missing from the photo are: Luc Roy,
Association française de la Vallée St-Jean; Jim Dumond, Town of Portage Lake; Cléo Ouellette,
Frenchville Historical Society; Susan Tardie, Greater Fort Kent Chamber of Commerce; Brian Bouley,
Greater Madawaska Chamber of Commerce; Lisa Michaud, Franco-American Center; Debbie Cyr, Van
Buren Chamber of Commerce.
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SANS SA LANGUE, LA CULTURE DEVIENT MUETTE
-Marie-Anne Gauvin
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MAHC
gratefully
acknowledges
the generous
financial support of
our partner,
the

National Park
Service.

For twenty years now, the Maine
Acadian Heritage Council has
been the beneficiary of National
Park Service funds. These monies
assist the St. John Valley
historical sites, cultural
organizations, educators, and
festivals in carrying out various
projects of Acadian cultural
preservation, interpretation,
education, and entertainment.
This grant program helps the
MAHC to fulfill part of its
mission. The most important part
of our mission, however, even
after all these years, remains
unfulfilled: the preservation and
transmission of our language.

Sans sa langue, la culture devient
muette
These words of wisdom from a
passionate advocate of French,
Marie-Anne Gauvin, should
galvanize us to action, to fight for
our language. “Without its
language, a culture becomes
silent.” In other words, we will
lose our culture if we do not work
hard to stop the rapid erosion of
French in the St. John Valley.
And so, the MAHC has opted to
take a more active role in the
preservation of this jewel.
Three years ago we initiated a
program, with the collaboration
of les Archives acadiennes of the
University of Maine at Fort Kent,
designed to educate teachers of
the St. John Valley, free of charge,
and supply them with the
resources to carry this training
into the classroom. Although this
program has been successful, it is
only one step in meeting our
mission of rekindling and
transmitting our culture.

Sans sa langue, la culture devient of the song, doesn’t it? You are
transported back in time and all
muette
Last year, the MAHC was
fortunate, through the auspices of
the National Park Service, to hire
students for the summer, whose
job was to collect and videotape
examples of traditional art,
replete with demonstrations. On
their first day on the job, students
brainstormed about what it
means to be Acadian and what
Acadian culture is. Their
responses shocked me. Instead of
being indifferent to their culture,
they expressed frustration and
loss. “Why don’t they teach us
about our culture? Why don’t
they teach us French?” they asked?
This first forage was hugely
successful except for one crucial
element. The French language is
missing from all the interviews. In
spite of the fact that most people
interviewed were French, they
refused to use their native
language when they realized that
the students, even those who
could understand French, could
not speak it. You may brush off
this reaction by saying that the
interviewees were just being
considerate. But the truth is
much less obvious. We have
become linguistically insecure,
after years of oppression,
prejudice, and threats to our
livelihood. In opting to use our
second language, English, we
neglect to preserve the very words
and techniques crucial to our
heritage. Think back to your
childhood days. Close your eyes.
Imagine your mother or father
cradling you and singing you a
lullaby or a favorite song. The
memory that comes to mind
brings forth more than the words

your senses are ignited. You see
your parent, you hear the words,
the tune, but more deeply, you
feel love, tenderness, safety,
comfort, peace.
In the same way, traditions and
culture are celebrated, preserved,
and transmitted by using the
l a n g u a g e i n wh i c h t h e y
originated. This year, the MAHC
is finishing the youth project it
started last year by videotaping
people using French to convey
their expertise in traditional arts
and their knowledge of local
history. The finished product,
videos, will have English subtitles
so they can be disseminated
universally. But more
importantly, in addition to
preserving our heritage, we will
also be fostering pride in our
beautiful French language, a
language that is still vibrant and
used at every level of life in the St.
John Valley. Who knows, we may
just start a revolution. A
revolution that will carry us
forward by encouraging us to
embrace our identity. A
revolution that will let the entire
world know that we exist and we
are ready to fight for who we are.
We owe it to ourselves and to the
next generations.
-Lise Pelletier, MAHC President
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L’Association française de la vallée St-Jean receives
2017 MAHC Acadian Achievement Award
Formerly known as Le Club français, l’Association française de la vallée St-Jean was
founded in 1994 by a group of citizens concerned about the rapid decline of the French
language. Its founding members were: Marie-Anne Gauvin, Marc Chassé,
Over the years l’Association française has championed many campaigns. Its most
successful is still in evidence throughout the Valley: the posters “On parle français ici”. A
number of years ago, it instituted a French daycare center in Frenchville, open three halfdays a week. Currently, l’Association française is looking into creating afterschool
programs in Madawaska and Van Buren.
Also recognized at the annual meeting were three lifelong members of the MAHC: Judy
Ayotte Paradis representing L’Association française; Ross Paradis representing the town of
Frenchville; and Cléo Ouellette, representing the Frenchville Historical Society.

Receiving Lifelong
Member gifts from
MAHC President, Lise
Pelletier are:

Above; Cléo Ouellette receiving the
MAHC Acadian Achievement Award
on behalf of L’Association française de
la vallée St-Jean.

Left: Judy Paradis on
behalf of herself and
Ross Paradis
Right: Cléo Ouellette

(from cover page)

The Maine Acadian Heritage Council, in partnership with the National Park Service, is pleased to award $54,900 in grants to
its members and qualifying groups or individuals.
Trail Guide Grants: These grants allow historical sites to hire guides for the summer. Recipients are: Allagash Historical Society $1,815.30;
Association culturelle et historique du Mont Carmel:$2,370.80; Fort Kent Historical Society $2,279.90,;Frenchville Historical Society $795.70;
Greater Grand Isle Historical Society $1,280.00; Village Héritage Vivant $4,895.80; Madawaska Historical Society $2,118.30; Ste-Agathe Historical Society $2,279.90; St. Francis Historical Society $1,128.50; Cyr Plantation $835.80.
Education Resources Grants: Robert Daigle (FK Community High School) $650.00; Gina Jandreau (Madawaska Elementary) $1000.00; Greater Grand Isle Historical Society $1,000.00.
Speakers and performers grants: Town of Madawaska (Acadian Festival) $1,000.00; Greater Fort Kent Chamber of Commerce $400.00; Acadian Village of Van Buren $ 240.00.
Preservation Grants: Association culturelle et historique du Mont Carmel $5,000; Allagash Historical Society $4,000; Ste-Agathe Historical
Society $3,700; Frenchville H.S. $4,384.50; Madawaska H.S. $350.00; Héritage Vivant Van Buren $2,615.00; Fort Kent H.S. $5,000 .00.
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Youth Project

Anna Faucher and Aspen Côté
have been hired by the MAHC to
document traditional songs, foods,
stories, medicine, and examples of
transmitted arts such as making
snowshoes, catalognes, couvertes
défaites, braided rugs, hooked rugs
and braided palm leaves.

Top O’ Maine Trade Show/April 2017
MAHC was again part of the Annual Top O’ Maine Trade Show in
Madawaska this past April. Below is a sample of the magnets they gave
out to visitors of the MAHC booth.
Left to right, Kim Deschênes, MAHC Office Manager, Terry Ouellette
President of the Ste Agathe Historical Society, and Lise Sirois, member of
the Ste. Agathe Historical Society.

