After walking in this weeks text, 


I found myself trying to find the reasons why 3 is what we respond to.  

For example, 


in the course of parenting, 



I have said, 




“I am going to count to 3.”  



Most of the time, 




before 3 is reached, 





a response has occurred.  

We have three strikes and you are out.  

Races often start on a three count.  

In the church, 


we have an obvious affinity to the number 3.  



We have the Trinity, 




Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  


As Peter highlights again in his proclamation of the good news to Corneilius, 



on the third day God raised Jesus from the dead.

I am fixated on three this week, 


because as our text moves back from Saul to Peter, 


we have a similar double vision occurring that Saul and Ananias had, 



this time with Peter and Corneilius.  

In Peter's vision, 


three times God has to show and tell him, 



to kill and eat.  

Three times, 


Peter has the same rebuttal, 



 “Surely not, Lord! 




I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.” 

Peter's location of this profession is worthy of note.  


He is on the roof of who's house?  



Simon the Tanner.  

Now our story has established that Simon was a Jew who followed Jesus, 


so he had that going for him.  

But as a tanner, 


he dealt with the skins of dead animals.  



Which meant that every work day, 




he is unclean.  



Peter is living in his house.  


So Peter is trying to live into this idea that in Jesus, 



the law is to be understood in a new way.  


But he is not ready to shift on the topic of eating food.  

This growing as a disciples 


is demonstrated as Peter came back into focus.  

Peter is out traveling the countryside 


and performs a miracle in Jesus' name on Aeneas.  

It is one reflecting Jesus' earlier work, 


without being lowered through the roof.  

The connection between this healing and Dorcas' are three fold.  


Both are named, 


both are called saints, 


and both are told to rise.  

As we reach the Dorcas' story, 


it is more detailed.  

Which shows us something in Peter 


and the practice of following the way of Jesus.  

For one, 


it deserves more attention, 



as Peter brings someone back from the dead.  


A sign that Peter is one of God's anointed.  

Peter does have to pray, 


unlike Jesus did, 



because he is dependent on Jesus to make this happen.  

He then tells her, 


“Tabitha, anastehei! 


Rise Up!”  



The same word used to describe Jesus not being at the tomb, 




because he is risen.  


Both Aeneas and Dorcas are told this by Peter, 



because as member of the family of God, 




there is more to do.  

For Aeneas, 


we know nothing more than his healing was a witness to Lydda and Sharon, 


both areas of heavy Roman influence.  

For Dorcas, 


she already had a influential ministry sewing 


and provided clothing for widows.  

The text alludes to the possibility that the church may have been meeting in her house.  


She might have been the main benefactor of the church in Joppa.  

In healing a man and a woman, 


Peter has confirmed that Jesus' work is for both genders.  

Peter does nothing new 


that Jesus has not already done in these two stories.  

So what is the new piece in this third story with Corneilius?

We hear that Peter is reluctant, 


but just because we are reluctant, 



doesn't mean God stops working.  

We should not miss how much the Holy Spirit is driving this whole narrative.  


People are hearing and sharing news of Peter's location 


and people are fetching him to deal with an issue that only God can address.  

The Spirit is leading these visions double visions in Saul's story last week 


and again with Peter this week.  

So where is the Spirit leading Peter now?  


The vision has all kinds of food on a blanket, 



much of it ritually unclean.  


Peter is called to interact with it 



and make it part of his body through eating it.  


He hears this as breaking food purity laws. 



That is an issue God is and will address, 




but it is not the heart of bigger issue, 




it is a symptom.

The food purity laws were in place to set the people apart, 


so one could readily identify who is one of Yahweh's people.  

They were to be set apart, 


just as many have a china cabinet for the special plates 


and and cupboard for the normal plates.  

Food, clothing, circumcision were all methods used to identify them as God's people.  

Ideally, 


as they acted as God's people, 


they way they lived would be attractive enough 



that people would wonder how they to could be part of God's family.  

We embraced the first part of the plan 


more than the second part.  

Jesus' coming acknowledged this 


and dealt with our fallenness as well 


and he invited us to follow him through the beatitudes and the sermon on the mount 



that would lead to the life God intended, 


again encouraging others to inquire.  

Food laws and other customs were no longer the focus, 


Jesus was.

Peter misses God's larger point the first three times 


as he is still stuck on food.  

The voices rebuttal three times is, 


“Do not call anything impure 



that God has made clean.”   

The voices generality is purposeful.  


There are plenty of words for food, or animals, 


or meats that the voice could have used.  

Those are left out and the wooden translation is, 


“What the God cleaned, 


you not make common.”

The question then becomes, 


“What has God cleaned?”  

The creatures on the sheet cover the threefold aspect of creation 


with earth, sky, and underground.  

There was the threat of contamination 


even if Peter followed Leviticus 11 carefully.  

At the same time, 


beyond God making all things new, 



with a new heaven and a new earth, 


we don't have any words of Jesus implying that he is making the unclean animals now kosher.  

Before we have to ponder too long about what the voice meant, 


Peter is broken out of the dream by the three emissaries of Cornielius.

As Luke has already set up for us, 


Corneilius is not a Jew.  


He is a God fearing Gentile 



in the service to Caesar.  


He fears God, 



has found a place in all the Jewish hearts and minds of Caesarea, 



and prays at the normal appointed hours to Yahweh.  

But there is no way of dancing around the reality 


that he is a Gentile.  

Peter acknowledges as much as he enters the house.

Peter, 


as we have established, 



does not always pick up on things the first time, 



nor the second.  


At the end of the third, 



we did not get a big, 




“Oh, I understand what you mean!”  

But if you have been counting the days, 


as Peter enters Corneilius' house 



it has been three days since the three fold vision 



and the three emissaries of Corneilius arrived at Simon's the tanners house.  

This is sufficient time for Peter's understanding of the vision to die, 


be buried, 


and on the third day, 



be raised to new life 



with a new understanding.  

It is in that model


 that Jesus of Nazareth made all who trust in him clean, 



even if before they knew of him, 




they were unclean.  


God has done this with Cornelius.  

A Gentile is trusting God in Jesus, 


therefore they are part of God's family.  
So we get to hear Peter finally catch on in verse 28, 


“But God has shown me 



that I should not call any man impure or unclean.”  

God was using the food to help him understand 


how he treats his fellow man.

We see again how much the Spirit is leading this, 


in the development of events.  

Cornelius is telling Peter that he is to tell them “the words that God gave him.”  

Peter is still telling the story of what Jesus has done, 


when in verse 44 we are told, 

“While Peter was still speaking these words, 


the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message.”  

Showing that preaching has its place, 


but sometimes the Spirit has a different timeline and agenda.  

Peter is getting on God's schedule now.  


He is undergoing the threefold process of comprehension 



in understanding, 



proclaiming, 



and now he will act on the information, 




following in the Spirit's footsteps 



and baptize Cornelius' household.  

We don't have the census data of the household, 


but we can assume from the description that the ages were varied, 


as well as the backgrounds.  



Household slaves, 



freed men serving under him, 



family members, 



even children  were all probably there 




and filled with the Holy Spirit.

It is worth noting, 


that only the men who came with Peter are circumcised.  

This is important to acknowledge, 


because it will lead to the continuing controversy 



over what Peter did for the next few chapters.  

In that time, 


Peter will falter on what is now clear to him two more times 



until it becomes a full reality in his life.  

It takes him three times, 


but he finally gets it.

Which is why we find ourselves saying, 


“Third time is a charm.”  

Throughout scripture, 


this thrice repetition 



signals something is complete, 



finished, 



and definitive.  

God's showing Peter the blanket of food three times 


tells us that this is not a one time occurrence, 

but that in the past, present, and future 


the work of Jesus to make man clean is definitive, 


complete, 


and finished.  

There is nothing else that God needs to do to complete the work for you, 


me, 


or anyone we meet.  

God has made his people, 


“Holy, Holy, Holy.”  

As much as we want this to be a universal act of salvation, 


it is only for those whom as the text says, 



“God has made clean.”  

That cleansing happened through the threefold work of Jesus 


in his life, 


death, 


and resurrection.  

If the cleansing does not come through that bath of the blood of our Savior, 


even if you have done it three times, 



you have not been cleaned in Yahweh's eyes.  

Let us take this good news to all, 


so that they know of the way 


and make the connections when the Spirit comes upon them.  
