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The recent resurgence of interest in L2 pronunciation has been woefully incomplete without a wide-ranging consideration of pronunciation’s role in 
spoken language assessment. This volume, with its many authoritative voices and varied empirical approaches to the intersection of pronunciation and 
language testing, will immensely strengthen both future approaches to L2 pronunciation and assessments of spoken language ability.
John M. Levis, Iowa State University, USA

This outstanding collection of 14 chapters on second language pronunciation assessment brings together diverse perspectives from speech sciences, second 
language acquisition, psycholinguistics, sociolinguistics, and lingua franca communication. The chapters use quantitative, qualitative, and mixed 
methods to examine both linguistic and nonlinguistic phenomena relevant to pronunciation assessment. Congratulations to the editors for drawing our 
attention to this emerging field of research.
Antony John Kunnan, University of Macao, China

This book is open access under a CC BY licence. It spans the areas of assessment, 
second language acquisition (SLA) and pronunciation and examines topical 
issues and challenges that relate to formal and informal assessments of second 
language (L2) speech in classroom, research and real-world contexts. It 
showcases insights from assessing other skills (e.g. listening and writing) and 
highlights perspectives from research in speech sciences, SLA, psycholinguistics 
and sociolinguistics, including lingua franca communication, with concrete 
implications for pronunciation assessment. This collection will help to 
establish commonalities across research areas and facilitate greater consensus 
about key issues, terminology and best practice in L2 pronunciation research 
and assessment. Due to its interdisciplinary nature, this book will appeal to a 
mixed audience of researchers, graduate students, teacher-educators and exam 
board staff with varying levels of expertise in pronunciation and assessment 
and wide-ranging interests in applied linguistics.

Talia Isaacs is Senior Lecturer in Applied Linguistics and TESOL at the UCL 
Centre for Applied Linguistics, UCL Institute of Education, University College 
London, UK. Her research interests include second language speaking and 
listening, pronunciation assessment and instruction, raters, rating scales, 
machine scoring, and language for specific and academic purposes.

Pavel Trofimovich is Professor in the Department of Education at Concordia 
University, Canada. His research interests include cognitive aspects of 
second language processing, second language pronunciation, sociolinguistic 
aspects of second language acquisition and the teaching of second language 
pronunciation.
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