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YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

                                          
 

 MICHELLE CANADAY, 
esq. 

CIRCUIT DIRECTOR 
 

           HAPPY NEW YEAR  

                      EVERYONE. 
 

We had such a great turn-out for our Holiday 

Toy Drive & Pot-Luck Luncheon, that  I want to 

thank everyone who participated in-order to make 

this event possible.  It was great getting to 

personally meet so many GAL’s and to speak to 

everyone about the kids they advocate for. I 

appreciate all of the feedback about what you like 

about the program and even more important what 

you think we could improve upon, so we can best 

advocate for our kids.  

Please feel free to call or email me at 

michelle.canaday@GAL.fl.gov  with any 

questions or concerns you might have. 

We had such an abundant year this past year.  

People in the community generously donated 

toys and gift cards to Speak Up For Kids.  The 

season started with our wrapping project. 

Volunteers came in and 

wrapped over 70 collection  

boxes that were used to collect  

toy donations. There were so  

many that they lined the  

hallway outside the door. 
 

There were over 500 toys donated by the 

Ackerman Law firm by mid-December, 

and from there we had collections at 

various company locations and many of 

the Sun Trust Banks around town where 

employees and customers donated. I 

attended a party for  the Wellington 

Wilds Softball League where each of the 

teams/kids were invited to bring  a toy 

donation for Speak Up (thank you Scott 

Penny for suggesting this to the team).  

                
We had so many companies and 

individuals that contributed time, 

money, and toys, too numerous to list 

here, but the GAL Program and 

especially the kid’s thank you for your 

wonderful support during this holiday 

season.  “No act of kindness no matter 
how small is ever wasted,”  Aesop.  You 
make a Difference, please don’t forget 
that and thank you for all you do for 
our kids. 
Sincerely,  

 

 Michelle Canaday Esq. 

Circuit Director Guardian Ad Litem Program 

15th Judicial Circuit, Palm Beach County 
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Hello, everyone! 

 
With a new year ahead of us, I want to take a minute to preview the upcoming in-service 

training sessions on Child Sexual Abuse and the Keeping Children Safe Act and to give you 

a few facts which will inform as to why this is such an important topic for those working in 

the field, both professional and volunteers, need to understand. 

The numbers are astounding: 20-25% of all women have experienced some type of sexual 

abuse as children; for men, it’s estimated to be around 10-15%. That’s quite a few children 

on our caseloads who have been victims of this abuse either at the hands of trusted adults or 

sadly for many, after coming in to care. Therefore, understanding the dynamics of child 

abuse, i.e. why children accommodate the abuse, how and when they disclose, why they 

recant, and their reactions to our reactions, the myths of child sexual abuse, and much more, 

are essential to our role as child advocates. 

 

Dr. Roland C. Summit, Professor of Psychiatry at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, has 

written about the secondary trauma children often face when the abuse is discovered, as the 

normal coping behaviors they exhibit contradict our adult beliefs and expectations. Dr. 

Summit goes on to say that society’s definition of “normal” victim behavior are inappropriate 

and inflexible, and he describes the most typical reactions of children as child sexual abuse 

accommodation syndrome. The in-service training will describe the five (5) categories 

comprising the syndrome, and will also explore the myths surrounding child sexual abuse.  

Please join to learn more. 

There is availability in each of the 3 scheduled sessions –  

1- 1-/15/16 – WPB 

2-  1/20/16  -  Delray 

3-  2/18/16  -  WPB 

Please let Ken or myself know which session you’d like to sign up for if you haven’t 

     done so.  Additional sessions will also be scheduled throughout the year. 

      Thank you so much for caring enough to learn about this vitally important topic! 

 

 See you there,  Liz. 

                
      

        

                                                            

 
 

 
  

 

   Latest from 
    LIZ LIEBER 

       PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
 



 

 

LEGAL ON LINE 
With 

KATHLEEN CLENDINING, ESQ 
  
  
                                    
                                     

 Hello Advocate Readers! 
We had a truly awesome Holiday gift and toy drive. It exceeded last year’s drive in not only quantity, 
but also in the quality of toys donated for and to the children in the dependency system.  We are very 
grateful for all the help and contributions received. I hope it helps our kids to have some fun and 
happiness in the year to come. 

     We want and hope that everyone enters the new year with fresh inspiration and excitement for the  

championing of our children.  In the ever changing world that is dependency there are always new 
things happening that you might want to be aware of in the upcoming year.  If you have an older youth 
in your case load, you should be aware of some of the new changes in the law that can possibly assist 
your child. 

Effective September 29, 2015, Section 112 of Public Law 113-1833 amended the IV-E of the Social       
Security Act to limit the use of APPLA (Another Planned Permanent Living Arrangement) as a 
permanency goal only for children 16 and older. In addition, if there are children under 16 who 
presently have the goal of APPLA in their case plan, CLS (Children’s Legal Service) should be 
convening a staffing with case management to determine which goal would be in the best interest of 
that child. If the child will not be 16 before the next permanency hearing your input as to the correct  
goal for your child is vital.  
Also, effective September 29. 2015,-Section112 of Public Law 113-183 amended Title IV-E of the 
Social Security Act to expand the age of children who receive credit checks. All children in out of 
home care who are fourteen and older shall receive a copy of their credit reports from each of the 
three main reporting agencies (Transunion, Equifax, & Experian) annually. Childnet must provide 
assistance to the children in regards to interpreting and managing the credit result information 
until they are discharged from care. I have not seen this being implemented as of yet. Please feel free 
to use this information if it would be of assistance to your child. 

Last but not least, this same amended law, in an effort to empower foster children to actively 
participate in their own case plan, will allow children who are fourteen and older to have the right to 
choose two members at large, (not the case worker or foster parent), to consult with in the 
development of their case plan and any transition plans. If the child chooses someone who the case 
manager does not believe will act in the best interest, he/she must document the reason for excluding 
that member at large. Chapter 2015-130, Laws of Florida amended section 409.145(2)(b),additionally 
require that the child’s caregiver also participate in the development of the case plan and should be 
given timely notification of all meetings and hearings.  

There are lots of tools in our advocacy chest that we can use to help our youth as they navigate the 
system. Our Guardian website, Guardianadlitem.org, is constantly being updated with new training 
sessions and resources available for all to read or watch. There is a great new Psychotropic Medication 
Video that is a must see for those with children on medication. Learn the right questions to ask and 
what to look for. Also, the resources from the Disability Summit has over 30 different videos to watch. 
Each with great information and ideas on how to help our children.  

Don’t forget your Attorneys and CAMs are always available to answer your questions and to help the 
Guardian team to find the best solutions for our children. 
   

      KATHLEEN. 

   
 

  
 

 

 

 

 



 
                KEN 

                                                                KELLY   

 
 

 

15TH  CIRCUIT RECRUITING TEAM 

 

The Staff and GALs of the 15th circuit would like to wish Kelly 

and her husband, Scott, the very best on the arrival of their 

new son, Jaydean. 

I hear that Jaydean has already been recruited  

to become a GAL in 2036! 

 

 

 

Kelly is taking a couple of month’s maternity leave,  

meanwhile recruitment and training are ongoing and classes 

are being set-up for several months in advance.   

If you have a friend, a community group, civic organization, 

school or religious group that the team can talk to about the 

important role that Guardian ad Litem play in the lives of 

dependency kids, you can email Ken at 

GALRECRUITMENT15@GAL.FL.GOV , or call 561-355-6224, 

and a member of the team will follow up with all your leads. 

 

Thank you for all that you do.
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15TH CIRCUIT 
 

GUARDIAN AD LITEM 
 

                             BOOK CLUB 
 

 Dear Readers, Book Borrowers, & Book Discussion Group; 

Our next BOOK DISCUSSION will be the book “Etched In Sand” by Regina Calcaterra. The 

discussion will be held at the Lantana Rd Branch Library, on the corner of Lantana Road and 

Lawrence Rd, - 4020 Lantana Rd, Lake Worth;  561-304-4500.  The meeting will be Thursday – 

Jan. 21, 2016 -from 5-7 pm. 

Etched in Sand is the story of perseverance in the face of adversity. Regina Calcaterra recounts her 

childhood living in foster care, as well as having to live on the streets of Long Island. She relays 

how she and her savvy crew of homeless siblings manage to survive years of homelessness, 

abandonment, and abuse. Regina’s emotionally powerful memoir reveals how they endured a series 

of foster homes and intermittent vagrancy in the shadow of the Hamptons, and how they rose above 

their past while fighting to keep their brother and three sisters together.  Etched in Sand is an 

unforgettable reminder that regardless of social status, the American dream can still be a reality.  We 

have approximately 8 or 9 copies on the shelf; feel free to borrow them but please return them so 

some-else can borrow before the date of the discussion. The book is also readily available in the 

public libraries. 

Remember the reading of the book and the follow up discussion will earn you 3 in-service credits towards 

your goal of 12 credits for the year.  (RSVP to Ellen- so we have an idea of how many people will be 

attending). Thank You. 

PROCEDURE FOR BORROWING AND RETURNING BOOKS: 
When borrowing - remove book card from rear of the book – fill in correct information, your name, email, 
and telephone number, and deposit card into the card tray. 

       
                     (Remember to write a report about the book 

      upon returning it  and have the book 

                                                                        report  ready to hand in to your CAM for 1  

                                                                        in-service credit per book.) 

 

 UPON RETURNING YOUR BOOK: – simply place it in the return box, and now 

you are ready to take a new book. 

Be sure to submit a book review to your CAM and/or email it to  

c15.training@gal.fl.gov. 

There are a number of new titles available and more being added all the time. 

Contact  Ellen at bibliophile6452@comcast.net /    or 

/ellen.kranzler @gal.fl.gov 

/ 355-4511 / 704-4161. 

mailto:c15.training@gal.fl.gov
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                                                                      DID YOU KNOW THAT- 

 
12 -IN-SERVICE CREDITS &/or CEUs: 

 
are required every year in order to maintain your 

certification as a Guardian ad Litem? 
 

There are many ways to obtain the credits that are necessary to maintain your training: 
 
 

1- The book club is always available for your use. Our library has a good selection of appropriate 
reading, as well as the public library. You will receive 2 – in-service credits for every book that 
you read and turn in a short report on how that book affected you in the terms of being a 
Guardian ad Litem. If we hold a book discussion on that book you will receive an additional (1) 
credit for attending the discussion. 

2-  There are many conferences and summits offered throughout the year about many different 
concerns in the field today. You receive notices about such events in your email from our 
recruitment and training department regularly. In- service credits are determined by the 
organization giving the training. The general rule is 1 credit per hour attended. 

3-  Our own training department offers many different classes throughout the year, watch your 
email for announcements. 1 credit per hour of attendance. 

4- Fl.’s Center for Child Welfare at USF. Operating within the Univ. of South FL’s College of 
Behavioral and Community Sciences, Department of Child and Family Studies “The Center” 
works in collaboration with the Dept. of Children and Families (DCF) to ensure information 
contained on this site is timely, accurate and useful to child welfare professionals and others 
such as GAL. The Center is funded by Fl.’s DCF. 
Visit this site at www.centerforchildwelfare.org and peruse the trainings they have available at 
any time of day or night. In-service credits are awarded with each tape or video viewed.  
*The Center sponsors and hosts live web events and other web conferencing services on 
various subjects. Interactive web events such as trainings, meetings, workgroup events, etc. 
are among the many ways this service used. 
 

Any reports written and/ or certificates received should be forwarded to c15.training@gal.fl.gov, and 
they will be entered into your Guardian ad Litem file. 
 
If there are any special topics or areas of study that you would like offered, please send in a request 
to c15.training@gal.fl.gov.  
 

LEARNING IS A LIFE LONG TASK. 

 

http://www.centerforchildwelfare.org/
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I AM A 

GUARDIAN AD 

LITEM 

VOLUNTEER 

AND I MAKE  

         A 
DIFFERENCE
! 

      BY THE 15
TH

 CIRCUIT, PALM BEACH COUNTY GALs. 

Guardian ad Litem Volunteers of the 15th Circuit you are invited 
to participate in the creation of a book illustrating how 

A GAL Makes A Difference. 
 

We are creating a book of stories about when we, the GALs, know we have made 
a difference. Please submit your story and/or stories to Ellen Kranzler at  
bibliophile6452@comcast.net or ellen.kranzler@gal.fl.gov  
 
*Your story (stories) can be two sentences or a whole page. *They can be 
signed and authored or it can be anonymous.  
*It can be current or have happened many years ago.   
 
Tell us about a time that you did something special for your child and knew 
that is was making the difference for that child. 
Tell us about a time when things just worked out the right way and your 
child knew that you were the difference. 
Tell us about the times when you just felt that because you were there, 
things worked out for that child.  
Tell us about you advocacy for your child and how it made the difference for 
that child and their family. 
 
Please don’t be shy, we need to make the rest of the system know exactly how 
much of a difference the Guardian ad Litem does make. 
Think about those moments of “warm fuzzys” that Judge Alvarez always talks 
about and let us know about them. 
 
All stories are due by Friday, March 11th,2016 and the book will be printed 
and ready to be distributed at the Speak Up For Kids Guardian ad Litem 
Recognition Dinner on April 21st, 2016. 
 
Don’t be left out – make sure your story is included. No story is too small 
or insignificant, every story counts. Due date March 11th. 
 
 

**NEW BOOK TO BE PUBLISHED in the SPRING!
ING! 
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The HOLIDAY POT-LUCK LUNCHEON 
 
 
 

 
AND TOY PICK-UP 

   Was A Tremendous Success! 
   

Food was plentiful and delicious, thank you to all the GALs that brought all those 
good and wonderful things to eat. 
But the amount of donations of toys and gifts that came in for our kids was 
unbelievable.  We need to thank Speak Up For Kids and /Tonya and JC Cajuste for all 
their hard work in getting all those donations. Many different individuals and 
organizations stepped up to the plate to make this one of the most plentiful years we 
have ever had. 

We would like to thank the following people and organizations for all their 
efforts on behalf of our children: 
Facets of South Fla;      SunTrust Banks- 48 locations;      Town of Lantana;    
D’s Closet;      City of Atlantis;      OM Yoga &Wellness;      Evergreen 
Homeowners Assn  Intec;     FAU Jupiter; Seacrest Rehab;     Stokes 
Mechanical;      Blvd. Rehabilitation Center;     RSM Accounting;      
Ackerman Law Firm;    Marine Toys for Tots;     RSM McGladrey;     
Samaritans 365;     Cassidy Collier Ins ;    Incognito Wellness & Fitness;     
ReMax Prestige Realty;     Jet Aviation;      

And individuals:    Patty Cepeda-Garcia;     Jacob Schessel;      MJ Precopio;       
Scott Penny;      Sheriff  Rick Brashaw;       Betzy Riga;     Lynne Brown;      
group of 4 – John Sperry, Patrick Workinger, Andrew Pereria, & Bob Beaulieu;    and a 

lovely lady, Rachel Docekal with her daughters, Lily & Carly, who took on the personal 
project of collecting  50 toys from their community and  brought in 150 instead.                 

             Thank you all for caring. 
 
***GALs there are many toys left over and we  
will store them all in the second floor closet to  

        be available for birthday and special occasion  
gifts.  Please feel free to come and look during  the 
the rest of the year. 

 
 

 

 



                                              
We had such a successful Toy Drive this month, as a matter of fact; we were still collecting 

additional gifts this week!  

Thousands of toys and hundreds of gift cards were donated.  It was so nice to see all of the 

GAL’ s at the Annual Holiday Pot-Luck luncheon shopping for their kids and taking home 

many wrapped presents for their holidays.  It warms my heart that you all give so much of 

your time to help the children in our court system. 

 

For those of you who were not able to attend the luncheon, Sheriff Ric Bradshaw announced 

that the Palm Beach Sheriff’s office would be renewing their donation to Speak Up For Kids 

in the amount of $50,000 for next year.  In addition to that he had pledged to match the 

funds we raised at our first annual luncheon in October, “Sit Down for Speak Up”.  This came 

in just under $10,000 , but, 

he decided to g0 above and beyond that and just make it an additional $25,000., making a 
grand total of $75,000 in donations from the  PBSO  for the coming year.    If you see him 

in the community or anyone else from the PBSO – be sure to thank them for their support.!! 

 

 

HELP MAKE AN IMPACT! 

 
 

We are looking for individuals, businesses and community leaders to Join us in achieving 

our mission:  ensuring that the Guardian ad Litem Program of Palm Beach County have the 

necessary resources needed to provide every abused, abandoned and neglected child with a 

court appointed advocate to Speak Up for them in court.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
We are currently looking for people with marketing, nonprofit, children’ rights, advocacy 

administrative, website building and maintenance, and special events background to help on 

some of our committees.  If you know an individual or business that may be willing to donate 

their time to help close the funding gap so that Every child has an advocate, not just some or 

most of the children, please send Chris Radentz, Development Director, an email with their 

contact information and let me know why you think they would be a good fit. 

Chrisradentz@speakupforkidspbc.org  

 

 

Speak Up For Kids Palm Beach County 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

 
ALL GUARDIAN AD LITEM VOLUNTEERS AND STAFF 

 
Are invited to the 

Twelfth Annual 

 

GUARDIAN AD LITEM RECOGNITION DINNER 
Sponsored by Speak Up For Kids 

 
  Date:  Thursday,  April 21, 2016  

  Time:   5:30 pm  

  Place:   PB Police B enevolent Association Hall  

     2100 N Fla Mango Rd, WPB.  

 

òI AM A GUARDIAN AD LITEM VOLUNTEER  

AND  

I MAKE A DIFFFERENCE! ó 

Written by the GAL Advocates of the 15
th

 Circuit.  

 

Please join us on this special evening and spend a social time with 
and getting to know other GALs and Staff.  The GAL Appreciation 
and Recognition Awards for the Year 2014-2015 will be 
presented. 

 
RSVP- Ellen Kranzler – bibliophile6452@comcast.net  
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Allyson Gaiser                                         355-6225 
Andre Hoellmann      355-2310 
Andrew Thomas                                     355 -1163 
Barbara Boslow                                       355-1826 
Beth Zigler                                         355-4281 
Brad Austwick (Belle Glade)                  966-4894 
Carol Stoothoff                                      355-6161  
Denise Davis (Delray)                               330-1757 
Dionne Sybblis                                          355 -3762 
Elinor (Lee) Turco                                     355 -1167 
Ellen Kranzler                                            355 -4511 
Fay Reynolds           355-1113 
Greg Bromley   (Delray)                           330-1738 
Jackie Bone            335-1776                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Janice Allwood (Paralegal)                      355 -6832 
Jim Graf (Delray)                                       330-1752  
Josie Lindor         355-4427  
Kathleen Clendining(Supervising Atty)  355-1124                         
Kayleen Cavanaugh                                  355-1165 
Keith Hammond                                        355 -2700 
Kelly Kerr                                                     355-6220 
Kelwyn Williams (Delray)                         330-1753 
Ken Gotlib                                                   355-3243 
Kevin Walsh (Delray)                                330-1758 
Khrissy Lastierre                                        355-3726 
La Shondra Adams                                    330-1754 
Lauren Castle                                             355 -1549 
Lauren Clifton                                            355 -6628 
Leslie Dufresne                        355-1998 
Leslie O’Hare (Paralegal)                       355-1943 
Lisa Larmond                                              355 -6083 
Liz Lieber (Program director)                  355-1166                              
Marcy Vital                                                 355 -1849 
Marissa Dass                                              355-4173 
Michelle Canaday (Circuit  Director)     355-1148 
Olga Rodriguez                                          355 -2494 
Pamela Brooks                                          355-2772 
Peter Braun                                               355 -6442 
Renee Rattray                                           355 -1887 
Sari Canvan        355-6160 
Shari Calderwood                                     355-6221 
Stacy Carter-Ogman       355-6223 
Ta’Chea Ferguson                                     355-4405 
Tonya McCormick (Belle Glade)             996-4858 
 

Speak Up For Kids            355-3799 
West Palm Fax                 355-2717 
Belle Glade Fax                996-4854 
South County Fax            330-1777 
Help Desk – IT            355-4357 
Brian – IT    850-488-7285 
All e-mails are addressed – 

          firstname.lastname@gal.fl.gov                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

THE ADVOCATE 
 

GUARDIAN AD LITEM 
FIFTEENTH JUDICAL CIRCUIT 
Palm Beach County Courthouse 

Suite – 4.1100 
West Palm Beach, Fl 33401 

561-355-2773 
Fax – 561-355-2717 

Website: www.galpbc.org  
 

Circuit Director: 
Michelle Canaday, Esq. 

 
Program Director: 

Liz Lieber 
 

Supervising Lawyer: 
Kathleen Clendining, Esq. 

 
 
TOGETHER WE  
CAN CONQUER  

THE WORLD! 
 
 

 

 

TO THE WORLD YOU ARE 

ONE PERSON 

BUT  TO ONE PERSON YOU ARE 

THE WORLD. 

Dr. Suess 
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