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The Sun is Shining on Islamorada
On September 10—11 Hurricane Irma visited the Florida Keys and left behind serious destruction.
While it destroyed many homes, businesses, parks, roads, boats and trees, Irma could not destroy
the spirit of the people that call the Florida Keys home.
Immediately after the storm winds died down, the residents who stayed, along with First Responders
began assessing damage, checking on those who needed help, clearing roadways, and
communicating as best they could, while those who evacuated waited for word that they could return
and see for themselves just what they would be facing in the weeks and months ahead.
Power was out throughout much of the Keys, many were without water, cell phone towers were
damaged, no cable TV, no land line phones.
And this was when the best of the Keys began to shine—an invincible spirit we often forget. No
storm could defeat the people of the Keys. We live in a land far too special to just give in. Magically
people came to the rescue of those needing help….total strangers became friends. And
wondrously, the area started to rebuild— immediately, just hours after the storm passed...one small
step at a time with such determination, sympathetic to the needs of friends and neighbors.
Now, six weeks later, progress continues, sometimes slowly… but always steady. Frustrating at
times, of course. ...but the Keys will recover and will be our paradise again very soon. And we’ve
learn to work together and help one another like never before!

Lower Matecumbe is our
island—Together we can
make it special once more!
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Nov2017

As residents begin to
return to Lower
Matecumbe for winter,
LMKA will be gearing up
again.
We have lots to talk
about, lots to do, much
to learn.
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Five weeks after the
storm and Caloosa
Cove looks so beautiful
and Habanos is back to
serving delicious
meals! Such a treat
after a long day of
hauling debris!

And so much to be
thankful for!
Even the damage along
the shoreline on the fill
could not diminish the
beauty looking out at
Indian Key….

Wildlife officials say that a herd of 949
endangered Florida Key deer survived Irma.

Quote From the
Crisis Relief Team on
FaceBook:

The joy of seeing the
mail truck making its
way through the piles
of debris for the first
time just 5 days after
the storm

Nearly 40 days have passed since Hurricane
Irma struck the Florida Keys, but the
rebuilding process has only just begun.
Mainstream media has moved on, and while
tourism fuels the economy here, many
residents that lost their homes are struggling
to find places to live.
This footage was shot October 17, 2017 and
shows that this island paradise has a long
road ahead. One thing is certain, however the people of the Keys are resilient and will
rebuild.

http://crisisreliefteam.org/2017/10/
video-after-hurricane-irma-theflorida-keys/

And cheering when
power crews from
Wisconsin fixed the
electrical issues and
energized the power
lines on Columbus
Drive just 7 days after
the storm!
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Several videos—click on link to watch:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQAdt7XbTf0&feature=share
https://www.facebook.com/floridakeysandkeywest/videos/10155925917120209/

NOAA website—you can zoom in on specific locations (homes) immediately after IRMA … to check the damage!
https://storms.ngs.noaa.gov/storms/Irma/index.html#6/28.139/-81.547

Yes this is
Matecumbe Sandy
Cove condo—three
stories at MM75
collapsed in place!

October 2014
Nov2017
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We needed help… and
help came!
Power companies from
all over the country were
initially staged at the
Miami Zoo (photo on the
left)… amazing how
quickly they got to South
Florida.

In Islamorada the Fla
Keys Electric Co-op set
up a base camp at
Founders Park and
worked tirelessly to get
power restored to the
Upper Keys as quickly
as possible.

So much has been done…. So much still to do.
Businesses: Many local restaurants are now opened. Many of the smaller motels have reopened,
but many of the larger resorts on the ocean side including Cheeca, Islander, Amara Cay, Post Card
Inn, will be closed for many months, some for as long as a year. Most marinas are back in business,
except at Post Card Inn. Fishing has been great though the charter boat captains and fishing guides
have struggled, along with the restaurants and other tourist related businesses as customers are few
and far between with the reduction in motel rooms. Theater of the Sea opened a month after the
storm. Robbies—the tarpon are being fed again! Schools re-opened October 5.
Construction Resumes: The new Plantation Key School construction restarted in less than 2 weeks
and is on schedule. Likewise the Islamorada Publix. Since the storm construction has begun for the
West Marine store at MM82.2.
Debris removal: Final day to move debris to the street for removal was Oct 22 for Plantation Key, Oct
29 for Windley Key. No announcement yet for Upper and Lower Matecumbe but it is likely to be just
weeks away—Upper Mat next. Lower Matecumbe will be last… but no time to delay.
FEMA Assistance: November 9 is last day to apply for help. You can apply at the Islamorada Fire
Station next to the library or online. They provide a variety of help—with housing assistance, SBA
loans are available at low interest, etc. https://www.disasterassistance.gov/
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President’s Corner:

Membership Application/Renewal
First Name(s): _____________________________

Mark Riley, President

Last Name: _______________________________

Like many of you I have had to depend on the media,
neighbors and friends to learn about Irma’s rath.

Mailing Address: __________________________

What a storm! It was so inspiring to hear the personal
stories of people helping people.

_________________________________________
Local Address: ____________________________

I feel you can define a community’s character by how
people react when faced with adversity. Islamorada
was amazing! The help arrived quickly from first
responders, local neighbors, the Village, FKEC,
FKAA, FEMA, and from the good will of people from
all over the country…. And everyone was sensitive to
the needs of those impacted.

Phone (local): _____________________________

Just one example….Imagine how the tiny Islamorada
Baptist Church, with help from so many locals,
provided food and supplies and served meals to
those in need every night for weeks after the storm.

Get your newsletter faster and save
LMKA printing/postage costs! We only
use the email address to send
newsletters, information and reminders
about Lower Matecumbe.

The Florida Keys have faced a huge challenge and it
has brought us so much closer together as a
community—what a blessing!

Email: lmkanews@gmail.com
Website: Www.lmka.org
(Send your storm photos for us to include in the
website)
Lower Matecumbe Key Assoc
P. O. Box 911
Islamorada, FL 33036

Other phone: ______________________________
Email: ___________________________________

Provide your email please!

Make check payable to
LMKA
P. O. Box 911,
Islamorada, FL 33036
Family $20; Single $12

