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The public plaza is located one level above the
street. The public is only a step from the conveni-
ently-located information desks of the government
agencies in the Center; only a step to the elevators,

The Esplanade over Wacker Drive and its direct
connection with the river front park may well be-
come out of Chicago’s outstanding attractions.

Wise planning for the practical needs of govern-
ment in Chicago demands careful consideration of
much more than provision for efficient public office
space. Of major importance in the evaluation of a
new Civic Center are the physical elements that en-
hance the environment of everyday living. The The Plaza staff photograph :
Esplanade, with its attractive view, the rehabilita-
tion of the river front as a park, the numerous trees,
the easy movement of pedestrian and auto traffic,
the arrangement of buildings in a pleasing setting
are all elements contributing to this objective.

Equally important is the relationship between the
individual and each of the buildings. Careful ex-
amination of the Civic Center site plan reveals the
human scale to which the public-office buildings
have been designed. They appear tall and imposing,
yet not so large as to be overwhelming and oppres-
sive. They are conceived as workable tools, not
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