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Beloved Partners in Ministry,
One’s prayer life is an integral part of who one is as a person of faith.
How and when we pray, along with what we pray about, is deeply
personal and reflects what we believe about the one who listens to and
answers our prayers. Some of us set aside specific moments in our day
to pause and pray. Some of us pray throughout our day, lifting up concerns and
people as they enter our thoughts. Some of us pray using Scripture, some may pray
with our actions, and some pray in silence. In whatever ways we connect with the
holy, it is an important part of our lives as Christians.
As Lent begins this month our focus will be on prayer and seeking God’s will for our
lives and our community. Our Lenten monologue series is entitled “Thy Will Be Done”
and will invite us to offer this prayer to God. Each week in worship we will hear
different perspectives from Biblical characters seeking to discover and do God’s will.
We will also be utilizing our bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall as a Prayer Board
where we can write down our requests and have others offer their prayers for us and
our loved ones. This is a great way to engage with God in prayer for those we care
about. The Prayer Board will be updated weekly.
Our Adult Church School class will also be diving into a study on the Lord’s Prayer.
Through the six Sundays of Lent we will look at the prayer that Jesus taught his
disciples to pray as we reflect on the petitions found within this classic prayer. All are
welcome to join us in our journey.

February
Responsibilities
Elders:
Brooke Kaschak
Deacons:
Melissa Keeley
Liturgists:
2/4 Sue McCabe
2/11 Sherry Gleason
2/18 Matt Glidewell
2/25 Darren Garris
Greeters:
2/4 Beverly Myers &
Billie Moore
2/11 Marty O’Neill &
Chuck Hudzik
2/18 Bryan & Melissa
Keeley
2/25 Ken & Cindy Kaschak
Story Circle:
2/4 Matt Glidewell
2/11 Nicole McMullen
2/18 Patty Postlethwait
2/25 Sherry Gleason

In the weeks leading up to Easter a series of Prayer Stations will be made available
to offer a different way to pray and reflect. Throughout the Fellowship Hall stations
will be set up inviting individuals to color, create, reflect, write, and listen to
scripture passages. There will be something for everyone (children included) and
individuals and families can move through the stations at their own pace.
“Thy will be done” is not just a prayer but a lifestyle that God invites us to live,
seeking to draw closer to God’s will and God’s kingdom. As we pray for one another
and reflect on what God is calling us to do in our community, we follow in the
footsteps of the disciples and our biblical heroes and heroines who came before us.
In Christ’s peace,
Pastor Jamie

Our Lenten Focus
“Thy Will Be Done”
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News
About and
for our
folks

Night at the Races
February 9
Ciminero’s in Niles

To Benefit
Niles Community
Services
Call the church
office for more
information.

Congratulations to Matt Glidewell. He
graduated in December from DeVry
University with his masters in accounting.
Congratulations to Chad Warrick on his new
position at Penn State University. In January
he started as the Assistant Director of
Fraternity and Sorority Life. He advises the 22
Panhellenic sororities on campus. We are
glad he is closer to us once again. Hope to see
more of him.

E-mail your news to
the church office:
Jane.fpc@sbcglobal.
net or call:
330-652-5712

Doors open 6pm
Races at 6:45pm

Congratulations to Olivia Meyers who
competed in the Howland 3rd and 4th grade
Spelling Bee on January 24. She came in
third!

Congratulations to Honorary Deacon Rusty
Garland. He was presented with a plaque in
worship on February 28 in thanks for serving
the church for many years as Bell Ringer,
Bulletin Folder, Number Board Changer as
well as Deacon. Rusty’s love for his church
and his faith is very apparent in the way he
lives his life. We love you Rusty!
Carole Rummell received a note from Rev.
Patricia Phiri who was our mission visitor
from Zambia back in 2007. She came to our
church through the Synod of the Covenant’s
Mission to the USA. She was with us for six
weeks and stayed with Carole & Bill Rummell.
Abusa says,

“Greetings to the body of Christ. Am very
delighted to write to you brothers and sisters
in Christ Jesus. I came to your congregation in
2007 for seven weeks, the months of October
and November. I have the joy of the Lord to
remember you. Despite ten years have passed
without communication. I still have some
pictures of members of the congregation for
remembrance. My prayer is that God will
continue blessing.
Gigi (Carole) informed me that you have
another minister. May the good Lord bless the
Reverend (abusa) and the family. My
encouragement to the church is live holy lives
before God and fulfill God’s great commission.
Jesus Christ is coming soon. Hold on to Jesus
Christ. Stay blessed.
Rev. (abusa) Patricia Phiri
(Abusa means shepherd. That is what they call
their pastors.)
Our sympathy to the family and friends of
Don Hudzik who entered the Church
Triumphant on January 3. Don became a
member of First Presbyterian Church in 1965.
He was ordained an Elder in 1987 and Deacon
in 1984.
Our sympathy to the family and friends of
Vicki Williams who entered the Church
Triumphant on January 3. Vicki became a
member of First Presbyterian Church in 1981.
She was ordained a Deacon in 2002.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

Donald L. Hudzik

Vicki L. Williams

United with First Presbyterian Church
April 4, 1965

United with First Presbyterian Church
June 1, 1981

Joined the Church Triumphant
January 3, 2018

Joined the Church Triumphant
January 3, 2018

“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord

“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord
henceforth . . .
that they may rest from their labors,
for their deeds follow them.”
- Revelation 14:13

henceforth . . .
that they may rest from their labors,
for their deeds follow them.”

- Revelation 14:13
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Prayer List

Prayer list
Kathy Jones (Dorothy’s daughter-in-law)
Members to Remember
Jim Flores (Marty O’Neill’s boyfriend)
Jim Sewell
Bob Bowskill
June Keeley Paul Stevens (Beverly Myers son)
Michael Rios (Abel Rios’ son)
Health Concerns
Mary Johnson-Hardwood (Mark Rendes’
Joan Williams
Andria Crawford
friend)
Helen Redmond
Abel Rios
Karen (Sue McCabe’s friend)
Randy Pugh
Kathy Graham
Ted Smith
Alan Jones (Dorothy’s son)
Paula Griffiths (Glenn’s sister)
Colby Simmons (Cravers’ friend)
Wanda Burns (Sandy Larmey’s friend)
Bob Hibler (Chelsea’s father)
Jerry Bianco (Shoemakers’ friend)
Laura & Brad Haines (Cravers’ friends)
Susan Crawford (Marnie Bonsall’s friend)
Sean Brenner (Darryl & Jane Meyers’ nephew)
Zac Weber (Kathy Graham’s future son-in-law)
Laurie Carl (Betty Garland’s daughter)
Audra Stanford (Melissa Keeley’s grandmother)
Barbara Rambo (Ken & Jan’s sister-in-law)

Sympathy, Concern, Nurture, & Support
Rev. Jamie Milton, Minister
Eastminster Presbytery and staff
Someplace Safe
Needle’s Eye
Niles Community Services
Warren & Youngstown Rescue Missions
Refugees
Disaster victims
World Leaders
Casa de Buen Trato
Jed and Jenny Koball (Peru)
Rev. Kade Mastra (Indonesian Partner)
Our PC(USA) coworkers Revs. Scott & Elmarie
Parker

Names will be
kept on the
prayer list for
approximately
six weeks
unless the
office hears
otherwise.

Does Sleep Position Matter?
Information from your Health Ministries Task Force
When it comes to your health, research shows that your sleep position may be as
important as sleep quality. When you crawl into bed do you lie on your back, curl up in
the fetal position, or sprawl on your stomach?
BACK—Just 8% of people sleep on their backs. The prone position keeps the head, neck,
and spine in a neutral position, easing back pain. Some research even suggests that back
sleeping may reduce wrinkles of the skin. For people with obstructive sleep apnea, back
sleeping may make the condition worsen.
SIDE—41% of people sleep in the fetal position and another 15% sleep on their sides. If
you fall asleep in the fetal position, curling on your left side can ease acid reflux. You
should sleep on your left side when possible when pregnant as it improves the
circulation to the fetus.
STOMACH—Although stomach sleepers snore less, the position wreaks havoc on the
alignment of your neck and back. This causes stress on your spine and causes back pain
or makes your back pain worse. If you sleep on your stomach, the best advice it roll over!
Stay safe, stay warm, and remember it is NOT to late to get a flu shot!
Betty Garland, Parish Nurse

OUR DEACONS
Marnie Bonsall
Lori Brendlinger
Rusty Garland
Bethany Glidewell
Melissa Keeley
Diane Koch
Valerie Meyers
Marty O’Neill
Debbie Rendes
Ken Wilson
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Mission — around the corner & around the world
Community Food Cupboard
Collection for February—we will be collecting food for the community food cupboard. We
will have a theme each Sunday.
2/4—Super Bowl of Cereal—bring in a box of cereal—our goat is 50 boxes
2/11—In the Garden—bring in a can of vegetables—our goal is 100 cans
2/18—Meat the Needs—bring in a can of tuna—our goal is 100 cans
2/25—Peanut Butter Jelly Time—bring in peanut butter and jelly—our goal is 50 of each

40 Days—40 Items
We will be handing out bags again this year for 40 Days—40 Items. We ask that during Lent
you put an item of clothing in the bag each day. At the end of Lent we ask that you take it
somewhere of your choosing to donate or bring it to the church for donation.
Thank you to all who helped during the holiday season with
our collections. We gave 47 kids gifts and paid for 20 hams for
the Community Parish. We also collected the most hats and
gloves ever for Niles Community Services.

Interpretation & Stewardship

The I & S Committee has successfully set up an amazonsmile account for our church. Amazonsmile is a
website operated by Amazon that lets customers enjoy the same wide selection of products, low prices,
and convenient shopping features as on Amazon.com. The difference is that when parishoners shop on
amazonsmile (smile.amazon.com), the amazonsmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible
purchases to our church. To designate our church as the recipient of amazonsmile funding, go to
smile.amazon.com and sign in using your Amazon sign-in information. Go to “Your Account” at the top of
any page and then select the option “Your Amazon Smile.” There will be a search box on the page to find
your charitable organization. Type in the code 34-1173898 into the box and type enter. (If you type in First
Presbyterian Church of Mineral Ridge, it doesn’t come up so please use the code). Select our church on the
following page to complete the set-up.
Each time you shop on Amazon, go to smile.amazon.com to shop. If you do not use that link, the money
will not be allocated to our church. As a convenience, you may want to bookmark the link to make it easier
to return and start shopping at amazonsmile. Please note, if you are using the Amazon App on your mobile
phone, you cannot purchase items through amazonsmile. However, you can go to the smile.amazon.com
link through the web browser on your phone.
Please consider participating in this program to support the mission and operations of our church.
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Interpretation & Stewardship
One of the new things you have received as the New Year begins is your new set of offering envelopes. You
may have noticed an envelope near the front of the box labeled “per capita.” Like many Presbyterians, you
may have wondered, “Exactly what does per capita do?”
Per capita is an amount of money per member (this year, $32.00) that our congregation
pays to our larger Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). This money is part of the glue that holds
Presbyterians together. It is the money that enables us to work with other Presbyterian
churches in our presbytery and across the country. It is also money that allows us to work
with other churches to further the mission of Jesus Christ around the world.
How important is per capita? Here are some examples:
• Does our congregation want to benefit from relationships and cooperation with other Presbyterian
churches across the country? Your per capita pays for the General Assembly meeting every two years where
Presbyterians gather together to worship and discern the mind of Christ for the church.
• Does our congregation want to be involved in mission work throughout the world, sharing the gospel in all
parts of the earth? In many places in our world, it is difficult to “do mission” except by working ecumenically
with other churches. Your per capita helps to pay for meetings of Presbyterians with people of other
Christian churches, allowing us to maintain those ties for mission.
• Do we want to benefit from helpful Presbyterian resources such as the Book of Order and The Book of
Confessions? Your per capita pays for producing these basic resources, including in Spanish, Korean, and
Braille.
• Do we want future generations to learn about our congregation’s present work (e.g., anniversary
celebrations, membership rolls, session actions)? Your per capita helps to fund the Presbyterian Historical
Society – preserving and sharing the Presbyterian experience.
• Do we want pastors who are well prepared to lead our congregations? Your per capita funds the
preparation, administration, and grading of standard ordination examinations for seminary students.
• Do we want well-trained leaders for our presbyteries and more? Your per capita pays for annual training
events for presbytery executives, stated clerks, and others who help lead our work and mission.
In addition, your per capita pays for the travel expenses of the Moderator and Vice Moderator of the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as they make their way across the church to share
with and listen to folks like you about the exciting things God is doing in our midst.
We do not believe in being lone rangers in the PC(USA). We need each other as we work together to share
the good news of Jesus Christ. As we benefit from the gifts, skills, vision, and ministry of each other in this
place, so, too, do we benefit from an even wider array of gifts and ministry of our Presbyterian brothers and
sisters across the church. Your per capita pays for the programs, training, and resources that help us work
together and discern the mind of Christ for the PC(USA).
Thank you to all of you who have already paid your share of $32.00. As of 1/31/18, we have received
1,019.00 of the $4,800.00 that is owed. By contributing your portion of per capita, you have freed up dollars
in our regular budget for the work of our congregation in this community. If you haven’t yet contributed, we
hope you will consider doing so.
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Christian Education Notes
Greeting cards for St. Jude's. We have just received notice that St. Jude's Ranch will no
longer be collecting used greeting cards. Because we do not know of any other
organization that collects used greeting cards we are asking that you no longer bring them
to the church.

Don’t forget there is a church school class for you. Our youth meet in the room at the top of
the stairs in the education room and our adult class meets in the lounge. Check it out!

Memorial Gifts to the Glory of God and in Memory of

Vicki Williams
have been given by:
Joe & Diane Koch
Jim & Dianne Stoddard
Bryan & Melissa Keeley

Carole Rummell
Darryl & Jane Meyers

Memorial Gifts to the Glory of God and in Memory of

Don Hudzik
have been given by:
Joe & Diane Koch
D. Todd Murdock
Tom & Helen Redmond
Jim & Dianne Stoddard
Kathleen Taleos
Ken & Jan Rambo
Matt & Bethany Glidewell

Carole Rummell
Atty. & Mrs. David Bobovnyik
Martha O’Neill
Darryl & Jane Meyers
Linda Taleos
Billie Moore
Bryan & Melissa Keeley
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Session Notes from January 23, 2018
Session Minutes of December 3, 2017 were approved
Membership went from 146 to 144, due to the passing of Vicki Williams and Don Hudzik.
Approved usage of building for Pastor Jamie and Katie for children’s birthday party
Received thank you cards for Pastor Jamie and Administrative Assistant for Christmas gifts
Received the Treasurer’s report for December
Approved five special offerings in 2018 and one in 2019 including One Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost,
Peace and Global Witness, Christmas Joy, Per Capita the 2019 Souper Bowl offering
Approved the renewal of the Home Federal Savings CD for a period of 25 months
Approved to move the interest from the Home Federal Savings CD to the General Fund annually
Approved to pay Armstrong Installation expense from the Building Fund in an amount up to $1,600
Approved to set the Goal for the One Great Hour of Sharing offering at $1,300
Approve Memorial Fund money received in memory of Don Hudzik to be moved to the Building Fund per the
family’s request
Heard that the Amazon Smile is set up and I&S will put information in the Church Mouse
Approved use of the Building Fund to pay for the stripping and cleaning of the kitchen floor at a cost of $387
Approved the replacement of the back door exit by manse and the stairway down to the back emergency
exit at a cost of $2,966.00 to come from the Memorial Fund
Approved Sunday school dates for 2018
Approved the goal of the Christian Education Committee for 2018
Approved Communion dates for 2018 including Home Communion
Heard that the Officer’s Dinner for 2017 will be held at Rachel’s on February 16 to celebrate the time of
those who volunteer at FPCMR
Approved all reports contained in the 2017 Annual Report to be shared at the Congregational meeting
Approved a motion to ask Kim Crozer to join our Sexual Misconduct Response Team
Heard that Pastor Jamie is putting an Emergency Preparedness Task Force together
Heard that the Statistical Report is due February 15, 2018 and will be presented to Session prior to
submission
Heard that the next Presbytery meeting is on March 6
Heard Elder of the Month for February is Brooke Kaschak
Heard that next Committee Night will be February 20 and Session meeting will be February 27
Prayers were offered up for those we know to be in need of prayer

Our Lenten Journey
Lenten Prayer Wall:
Beginning on Ash Wednesday, you will find the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall transformed into a
Prayer Wall. During the season of Lent, you are invited to deepen your connection with the community and
your church family by praying for one another. Write a prayer on a tag and hang it on the wall, you can be
as specific or as anonymous as you feel comfortable. Take a prayer tag home and pray for this person or
situation each day for that week, then return it to the wall.
L isten for God’s presence in Word and world
E ntrust these prayers to God
N urture this discipline of prayer every day
T hank God for listening and trust God to move you to a new place of deeper faith this
Lenten season
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Our Lenten Journey 2018 — Thy will be done
A SERIES OF SERVICES FOR THE SEASON OF LENT
“Not as I will, but as you will,” Jesus prayed to his Father the night before he went to the
cross for our salvation. And that is our prayer as well this Lent as we seek to do God’s will in
our lives, as we draw near to the observance of Christ’s suffering, death and resurrection
during Holy Week. Written by Rev. Justin Rossow, each service in the series focuses on a
different aspect of God’s will at work among us. Biblical characters are used as insightful
reference points each week to guide us in following our Lord more nearly day by day.
Ash Wednesday — God’s Will and God’s Promise • Abraham and Isaac
By faith, Abraham trusted the will of God when he promised that a son would be born to him. God’s will was
done when that son, Isaac, was born, and God’s will was done when his Son, Jesus, came into the world to
redeem his people.
Week 1 — God’s Will and My Inadequacy • Moses
At first, Moses did not think he could free the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. But God gave him confidence
to set his people free. In Lent we remember that God sent his Son to do his will and set all people free from
the slavery of sin.
Week 2 — God’s Will and My Dreams • David
Anointed by God to rule in Judah, King David follow God’s will to shepherd his people, but often failed to live
up to God’s dream for him. We welcome the Good Shepherd into our lives who fulfill God’s dream perfectly
to gather his wandering sheep into the sheepfold of heaven.
Week 3 — God’s Will and My Identity • Mary
In humility, Mary dutifully accepted the role God had given her to become the mother of our Savior. That
Son would later accept his role, faithfully following the path his Father had in mind for him to save us all.
Week 4 — God’s Will and My Worldview • Paul
On the road to Damascus, Paul had his worldview turned upside down when God called him to preach the
name of the Christ he had been persecuting. We follow God’s will by putting the crucified Christ at the
center of our worldview.
Week 5 — God’s Will and My Response • Lydia
Lydia followed the will of God by responding in faith and hospitality when the Gospel message of Christ’s
sacrifice was preached to her. We follow the will of God by responding in love and service to one another in
return for what Christ has done for us.
LENTEN PRAYER AND REFLECTION STATIONS
During the final week of Lent and into Holy Week the Fellowship Hall will contain
various prayer stations with different prompts and actions to help you pray and
reflect. The prayer stations will offer a variety of activities to engage different spirituality types and learning
styles. There will also be stations and activities for children. Look for more information in your bulletins and
in the March Church Mouse.
MID-LENT DINNER AND WORSHIP
On Wednesday, March 7 we will gather for a prepared “Soup Supper” in the Fellowship
hall at 6pm. At 7pm we will reconnect with Rev. Kade Mastra, our recent Mission to the
USA Partner from Indonesia, via SKYPE and end our service with communion together.
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The Church Mouse is the monthly (except in
July & August) newsletter of the First
Presbyterian Church. All visitors are welcome
to worship with us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
(except Memorial Day through Labor Day when
worship is at 10:00 a.m.)

Check us out
On Facebook &
Www.fpcmr.org
This is god’s house
ALL are welcome!

Return Service Requested

MISSION STATEMENT
Guided by the teachings of Jesus Christ, we joyfully strive to create a community of
faith that welcomes and nurtures all who seek to experience God’s love and grace.
With this as our mission, we willingly choose to develop a fellowship through
which we will no longer e strangers, but friends in Christ.

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING OFFERING— FEBRUARY 4—SUPER BOWL SUNDAY
Our Souper Bowl of Caring Offering will be received on Super Bowl Sunday, February 4.
I'm guessing you may be shopping and buying shirts representing the team you want to
win and that you will be wearing while you watch the big game on TV. Snacks will be a
part of that day too.
Since the early 1990's when a youth group in South Carolina decided that they could ask their congregation
for funds to serve those less fortunate in their area the Souper Bowl of Caring concept has spread to both
here and to Canada. We have participated in that offering since the early 1990's. Your children, youth and
session would like to ask you to not only root for your favorite team but also to give to our special offering
on Super Bowl Sunday.
Our offering will be given to Niles Community Services which services Mineral Ridge, McDonald and
Niles. Children will be standing at the sanctuary doors after worship to receive at least a dollar for this
offering. Consider if you would like to match or partially match the giving of the congregation that
morning. We have two persons already committed to matching the congregational giving that morning
which previously has been close to $300. Also we have another person willing to match the total of
congregational giving plus what others give by matching. Let Carole Rummell know if you
feel moved to do some matching.
The total we raised and gave to Niles Community Services in 2016 was $1,108.24 and in
2017 was $1,115.34. All of the funds will go to NCS as in other years. There is hope that
we can exceed that so those in our area can be serviced and we can say "as we have
done it for the lease of these you have done it for me."

