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MOaRTZ MUSE
PO Box 292 Newborough 3825 www.moartz.com!

!

Contact me if you would like to put your
art event or just promote your own art in
the Moartz Muse. Let us know
what is going on in your art field.
Send articles, photos, promos,
Facebook info etc. to Sharon
Anderson!
artfxpaint@bigpond.com Ph 0409 436 268!

!

NEW WEBSITE!

www.moartz.com!
Some of you may have noticed that you
couldn't log on to the OLD moartz.org.au
website. Well we have upgraded our site
and are now able to fill it with more up to
date theatre and art information so much
easier. !
Please check it out and if you
like, give us some feedback and
information. www.moartz.com

Moartz membership is
really worthwhile!
It is so affordable! Only $12 per year!! or $18
per family. It’s a bargain!
Let all your friends know they can also be a part
of our great community arts organisation.
The membership form can be sent out
very easily just contact our Secretary
Jeanette
jandjteague@bigpond.com or
contact Moartz via the new
website moartz.com
Also there is a facebook group you
can join to get up to date info on theatre news;
moartz.Theatre@groups.facebook.com

‘I don't paint
to live, I live
to paint.’
Willem de
Kooning

!

LOWANNA	
  ARTS	
  AWARDS	
  
	
  Many	
  of	
  you	
  would	
  be	
  aware	
  that	
  Moartz	
  sponsors	
  an	
  annual	
  arts	
  award	
  for	
  year	
  12	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
students	
  at	
  Lowanna	
  College	
  in	
  Newborough.	
  The	
  awards	
  were	
  given	
  to	
  the	
  following	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
students	
  for	
  the	
  2013	
  academic	
  year:	
  

!

	
  Year	
  12	
  English	
  Literature	
  –	
  (2	
  recipients):	
  	
  
	
  Year	
  12	
  Music	
  Performance:	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  Year	
  12	
  Studio	
  Art	
  –(2	
  recipients):	
   	
  
	
  
	
  Year	
  12	
  Visual	
  CommunicaJon	
  &	
  Design:	
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Ashlee	
  Flahavin	
  &	
  Danica	
  Burns	
  
	
  
Lauren	
  Burns	
  
Kathryn	
  Morris	
  &	
  Lauren	
  Burns	
  
	
  
Bronte	
  Robertson	
  –Duncan

Moartz artist in the community

The Strathewen
Bushfire Memorial
Tree.!
Australians will always remember February
2009 for the destructive Black Saturday
firestorms that left a path of destruction and
anguish across parts of Victoria.
About 1,500 leaves have messages inscribed on them, and
the others have the distinctive touchmarks of the blacksmiths
who forged them.

Blacksmiths from around Australia and the

world have spent countless hours crafting a
memorial tree that weighs two-and-a-half
tonnes and features more than 3,500 intricate
and individually forged leaves.
Moartz member Bruce Beamish was among
the hundreds of blacksmiths who volunteered
their time on this project.
The massive project has been going since
February 14, 2009, just five days after the first
Black Saturday bushfires took hold, when a
blacksmith suggested forging a tree to
Roland Dannenhauer (left) and Bruce Beamish use a
remember victims.
Bradley Powerhammer to forge one of the branches.
The leader of the project, blacksmith Amanda
Gibson, says it was emotional seeing the range of tribute messages that were inscribed on leaves.
Ms Gibson says it was difficult to decide on the final location for the statue, and one of the reasons the
team picked Strathewen in 2010 was because at the time there was no funding for an official
memorial there.
"The purpose of the tree was never to be a tourist attraction, it was always a gift to the fire-affected
communities and what we want is to provide a space where people can go and reflect and just find
peace," she said.
Perhaps when people are looking into the foliage of the tree, they will reflect on the inscription that is
written on one of the tree's three branches, which holds leaves that are dedicated to children lost in
the fires.
"In memory of the children who were denied the pleasure of gazing at this tree," Ms Gibson said.
It is a lasting reminder that fire holds immense power to create as well as destroy
Excerpts taken from an article on the Black Saturday Tree by Nic NacBean on the abc.net.au/news website. There are
many more photos of the making of the tree. (google Blacksmiths forge memorial tree to remember Black Saturday tragedy)
"
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Theatre News

!

Save the Date/s to
"Step Out"
to Moartz' Next
Theatre Production!

Moartz Theatre production for 2014 will be
Stepping Out by Richard Harris and will be
directed by Annette O'Shea.!

!

The Theatre sub-committee of Moartz Inc. is
very excited to have Annette direct her fourth
Moartz production (A Bad Year for Tomatoes 2011, Ebenezer - 2011 and Into the Woods
Junior - 2013) to be staged later this year on
24th, 25th, 26th, 30th and 31st October and on
1st November. !

!

Also save the date for our information night
about Stepping Out coming up on Tues 17th
June commencing at 7.30 pm at the Yallourn
North Hall, Reserve Road, Yallourn North, with
auditions the following weekend on 21st & 22nd
June.!

!

Stepping Out calls for a cast of nine

ladies and one gent! It’s a goodnatured comedy that chronicles
several months in the life of a
beginning dance class. Each of the
eight students, who come from a
variety of backgrounds, has his or her
own reason for joining. For instance,
Maxine, a confident, fast-talking
saleswoman (and former Ovaltine
dancer), is there on doctor's orders,
while self-sacrificing Andy participates
because it is the only thing she does
for herself. Whatever the reason, they
make a point of coming every week to
chat, relax and, if they can manage to,
learn a couple of dance steps.!
Led by Mavis, their eternally patient
instructor, and accompanied by the
acerbic pianist Mrs. Fraser, the
"
3

students (who range from hopeless to
competent) strive to master the basics
of dance. But the steps and routines
are just the background for the real
focus of the play -- the relationships
and interactions of these ten very
different people. By their final
performance, not only have the class
members developed some degree of
skill, but they have also overcome the
inhibitions, awkwardness and
personality conflicts that have kept
them out of sync.!

!

For further information, don't hesitate
to call me on 5127 6514 or 0438 579
987. Hope to see you at our
Information Night and/or at one of the
shows.!

!
Cheers!
!

Jeanette Teague!
Production Manager!
Stepping Out !
Moartz' 2014 Production
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What is art?

Art as Therapy or
Art as Life?
In recent times I have had to deal with people
who do not have an understanding of the need
we as individuals or indeed the the need the
community as a whole has for creativity. So I
thought I would like to write this little article
about my thoughts on art.!

!

Sometimes this creative need may be
undiscovered until given the opportunity to
express itself and only then can it bloom.
People can become encouraged by their
artistic skills, some good and some great.
Creating something such as a painting, a print,
or learning to play a guitar for example may be
the first personal artistic step some people
might ever be able to take. This sense of
achievement could be so important and could
be so meaningful to them. !

!

I will now explain one of the jobs I do each
week as an artist. I work in a Correctional
Centre teaching art. It can be difficult at times
but not always with the people I teach.
Sometimes the most difficult people to reach

engaged fully in screen printing and later went
on to discover a talent for art. !
I have noticed very reserved individuals
develop self esteem and good team work skills
and then go on to discover an ability to teach
others in our small classroom. Those with
literacy issues enthusiastically come to class
because their achievements are valued and
recognised. I truly believe creating art has
played a part in helping some of the people in
my class. I have seen the
difference over time in their
self esteem and in some,
just being able to create a
small piece of art ‘that they
have made themselves’ to
send to their family. !
Art is a wonderful
therapy.!

!

Arts in general encourages
social inclusion. A group of
people in a community arts
group will be more likely to achieve a great
project than just one person. Artists gather
together to support and motivate each other.!
Art is our goal. !

!

Having also taught art to disabled adults and
children I have seen the absolute pleasure in
the creating of art and the beauty of the
finished art piece. This is not simply therapy or
a way to pass time as some people may think. !
It is art. !

!
are those who believe that art is really not that
important in general life and most certainly
doesn't have a role in prison life. !
Yes you may be thinking, the prisoners have
committed a crime and are paying the price for
it. My understanding is that rehabilitation is
supposed to be a part of the justice system in
this country and I believe this should include
education, which is offered, and the opportunity
to participate in some form of art therapy, which
is not always offered. !
I offer screen printing as an art activity. It is
something that anyone can do regardless of
their artistic background or lack thereof. Many
people with no artistic background at all have
"
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Everyone has the capacity to create art in
some form. Think about visual art, performing
art, dance, sculpture, writing, graphic art,
photography, music, media, film & television,
fashion design, architecture, interior design,
web design. Artists are the people who design
the everyday objects we use, the cup we drink
our coffee or tea out of, the design on the
cereal box, the clothes we wear, the cars we
drive, the furniture we have in our homes, even
the buildings we work and live in! The arts play
such an integral role in our lives that
sometimes we don't even realise how important
it is. !
Art is part of our life.!

!

Sharon Anderson ! 16/4/14
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Community art in Moe
SEATED ART!!
Thanks to Make Moe Glow, GEST the artists of
Moe and with sponsorship from Latrobe City the
seats around the Moe central business district
will be looking great. !
Sharon Anderson, Jan Coade and Alexis Atkinson
will be volunteering their time to paint the seats
in front of the Moe Post Office with art over the
next few weeks. Keep a look out for these artists
as they are painting and give them some words
of encouragement! !
Keep a look out for the refurbished Moe Grevillea
seats with the hard work being done by the
wonderful people at GEST.!
Pictured from left: Latrobe City Mayor Sharon Gibson, Make Moe Glow members Marilyn May & Tony
Zimora. Seated artists Jan Coade and Moartz artist Sharon Anderson!

The Baw Baw Arts
Alliance represents the artists and
art lovers of West Gippsland.
The Baw Baw Arts Alliance (BBAA)
comprises a network of friendly, likeminded people interested in the arts and
is about companionship and the sharing and dissemination of ideas, skills and
knowledge.
Members vary, from those who just appreciate the arts, to those interested in
exploring/refining their skills in different art mediums, to those serious artists who
run creative workshops and sell and/or exhibit their work at the Arts Hub.
Volunteers work to support the vibrant Yarragon Arts Hub which provides a meeting
place, a studio, an exhibition space, a performance space and a shop. It is also a
friendly place to just sit and have a chat over a coffee.
BBAA provides a focus for the arts in the Baw Baw shire and also facilitates the
exciting Warragul Arts Market, which provides further opportunities for local artists
and performers to show case their skills to the community.

bawbawartsalliance.org.au
Baw Baw Arts Alliance seem to have so much going on for visual artists but like
any volunteer organisation they need you to be a part of it to make it great.

!

ARC Yinnar is in Latrobe City. There are a lot of workshops coming up for
everyone so get on the website www.arcyinnar.jigsy.com and check it out or call
them on 0351 631310

