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Level Up Your 
Accounting Class
Reva Brennan, CAE, MPA, IOM

Chief Operating Officer

SC Association of CPAs

• Mission: Attract, inspire and engage a 
diverse pipeline of current and future 
CPAs

• Created in 2002 to build career awareness 
among high school students

• Added robust teacher resource library and 
revamped student page

Start Here, Go Places.® Overview
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Visit StartHereGoPlaces.com

Launched robust 
teacher resource 
library

70+ resources to help 
engage students in 
the study of 
accounting

Lesson plans, videos, 
group activities

Professional 
development articles

New resources 
added monthly

Start Here, Go Places.®: Teacher Focus
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Example Resources

Example Professional Development Article:

When it comes to professional 
development opportunities, 

educators certainly don’t get the 
short end of the stick. There are 

numerous teacher-focused events 
varying in size, topic, duration and 

format. So many in fact, that culling 
it down to just 10 was more than a 

little challenging.

Working the Circuit: 10 Teacher Conferences You Don’t Want to Miss
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• Student section 
revamped

• Site fully responsive

• Interactive elements 
to further career 
awareness

• Updated with 
pictures of real 
students interested in 
the field

Start Here, Go Places.®: 
Student Section

Student Tools & Games

• Bank On It® Game

• Virtual Field Trips

• FutureMe™ Builder

• Salary Snapshot

• College Search

• Start Here Magazine

• Futurizer Wheel

• Pathway to CPA 
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Virtual Field Trips

You can visit the wonderful world of accounting — without ever leaving the classroom. Join 
us via live webcast for a free Virtual Field Trip and Q&A session with a Real-Life CPA.

Bank On It® Game
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Bank On It® Sample Game Board

Incorrect Answer rationale 
allows players to learn 

from their mistakes. 

Bank On It® Focus Areas

Difficulty Levels
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Balance determines amount needed to win

Challenge another student or play the computer
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Tournament Functionality

Educator Reporting Tools
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Order FREE Classroom Resources
www.startheregoplaces.com/teacher/classroom-resources/

Advanced High School Accounting: 
The Path Forward

Advanced High School Accounting: 
The Path Forward
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• The Pathways Commission and AICPA have worked with the 
College Board on acceptance of a high school AP course in 
accounting.

• Submitted an AP course curriculum, an assessment test, a 
turn-key high school teacher training program and 
considerable data on the need and benefits. 

• Course has been piloted in a number of states successfully. 
– 500+ high schools indicate they would offer the course

– 126+ universities would support AP

– 1,000+ teachers are trained or in the process of being trained to teach 
the course

Advanced High School Accounting: History

• College Board Update – not accepting 
new AP courses for consideration at this 
time

• Options considered by a task force in 
January 2016

• Decision was made to move forward with 
Accounting Pilot & Bridge Project support

Advanced HS Accounting: The Path Forward
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• AICPA supported growth and reach of the 
Accounting Pilot & Bridge Project

• AICPA collaborated with:
– Interested & High Impact CPA State Societies
– Department of Education Representatives

• Summer 2016 – 5 training sites with 6 states 
(AL, KS/MO, KY, TN, TX):
• 71 total teachers trained
• 46 new teachers
• 25 repeat teachers

Summer 2016 Strategy & Results

Recent Research: Honors/AP Support
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• Assessing Summer 2016 results and developing 
strategy for FY 2017 & beyond 

• Contacting College Board to revisit AP

• Preparing survey to capture information on 
number of APBP courses being taught and 
number of students in classes

What’s Next: Advanced HS Accounting

THE ACCOUNTING PILOT AND BRIDGE PROJECT
Training and Professional Development Workshop for Teachers

AGENDA

DAY 1 -
8:00 – 9:00 Welcome

Overview of Project
Distribution of Materials

9:00 – 12:00 Modules 1 & 2 - High/Low and CVP Analysis
12:00 – 1:00 Lunch
1:00 – 5:00 Modules 3 & 4 - Preparing Financial Statements, Inventory, Product Costing

Day 2 –

8:00 –12:00 Module 5 - Time Value of Money
12:00 – 1:00 Lunch
1:00 – 5:00 Module 6 - Long Term Assets and Exchanges

Module 7 - Accounting for Long Term Debt

Day 3 –

8:00 – 12:00 Active learning  - Long Term Debt
Module 8 - Income Statement, Balance Sheet

12:00 – 1:00 Lunch
1:00 –3:00 Statement of Cash Flows 

Wrap up
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Trainers

Dan Deines, PhD
Kansas State University

Allison Nord
Comstock HS,
Michigan

Kimberly Church, PhD
UMKC

AICPA Foundation High School Scholarship

Requirements:
• Completion of an advanced accounting course 

with an APBP trained educator. 
• Proof of acceptance to an accredited college or 

university for the full 2017-18 academic year.
• Maintained a GPA of at least 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale).
• A U.S. citizen or permanent resident (green card 

holder).
• Committed to contribute blog posts to Start Here, 

Go Places. 2X each semester.
• Applications due on April 1, 2017.

The AICPA Foundation is 
excited to offer financial 

assistance to high school 
seniors who are attending an 

accredited college or 
university and plan to major in 

accounting. 
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• Beginning to implement 2017 strategy: 
– Scheduled 14 trainings with 20 state societies 

– Using 2016 filmed training as a refresher video for 
those who have already completed the program

– Filmed March 2017 training

• Ideally work with State Societies and DOEs to establish 
Honors classes where possible 

• Developing a sustainable model outside AP, if necessary

• Create additional resources for trained teachers

What’s Next: Advanced HS Accounting

• Classroom presentations by CPAs
– Public Accounting

– Business and Industry

– Nonprofit

– Government

• Field Trip to SCACPA office in Cayce

• Exhibition at Career Day Fair

• Start Here, Go Places resources

SCACPA Resources
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Contact: 
rbrennan@scacpa.org

startheregoplaces@aicpa.org
Visit: www.startheregoplaces.com

www.scacpa.org

Questions?

Let’s Play Bank On It!


