Growing up, 


I was never quite sure what to do with all of the car commercials 



that claimed there was an all new, 




Ford Escort, 




or Toyota Camry, 




or Dodge Durango.  

The first things that popped into my head was, 


“What was wrong with the old one?”  

If you completely redesigned it, 


something was missing off of the last model.  


Should I still be driving the old model?

I start here, 


because we hear Jesus tonight giving us a new command, 



“Love one another. 




As I have loved you, 





so you must love one another.”  

To which again my mind goes, 


“Loving one another is a new command?”  

How is that different from what we had before?  


Looking at the timeline with the other gospels, 



it is a little bit different.  


We know that in the Sermon on the Mount, 



we were told to 




“Love your enemies 




and pray for those who persecute you,” 


and in chapters 19, 



the second greatest command was, 




‘love your neighbor as yourself.’” 


Which is based off of Leviticus 19, 



established around 1400 years before Jesus.  

So the idea to love others is not new, 


just as the 2023 Toyota Camry 


or Ford F-150 is not new.  

But there are some features that have not previously existed in the Camry 


and in Jesus' command.  

The old standard of love 


was to our neighbor as ourself.  

A very high standard 


that we were already not achieving.

Jesus on this night raises the bar even higher.  


We are to Love 



not just as we love ourselves



but as Jesus has loved us.  


This is shooting for the moon.  



How can we hope to meet this standard 




when we struggle to love our neighbor still after 1400 years?  

That is the beauty of this night.  


Things are becoming different.  

That is what Peter's little outbursts help us realize.  


Peter thinks that he is ready to lay down his life for Jesus.  


Peter thinks he is ready to do the work of love.  



Jesus scoffs at the idea.  




You are going to do what I am doing?  




Peter, 





if you could do it right now, 






you don't need a savior!  




You are Simon Peter 





not Simon Christ.  




In fact Peter, 





so that you are aware of how unable you are to do this work, 





not only are you not able to go where I am going right now, 






but before morning dawns, 







three time you will deny even knowing me!

If you are wondering how you are supposed to do 


what even the Rock of the church could not do, 



pay attention to all of notes about timing.  


Like in comedy, 



timing is the key to everything. 

Verse 31, 


“when Judas had gone.”  


“Now is the Son of Man glorified” 

Verse 32, 


“will glorify him at once.”  

33, 


“only with you a little longer.” 

36 


“You will follow later.” 

37 “Why not now?” 
38 


“Before the rooster crows.”  

With Judas off to gather the Priests and Elders, 


the plan is in motion, 


now the Son of Man is being glorified. 

The gospel of John in unique to the other gospels, 


in that it sees the cross as glory, 


not just the resurrection.  

The cross is seen by John as glory, 


because it is demonstrating what the fullness of God's love is all about.  



Laying down one's life for others.  


The cross is the fulfillment of what Jesus commanded 



in the foot washing that just occurred, 
 “I have set you an example 


that you should do 



as I have done for you. 
16 I tell you the truth, 


no servant is greater than his master, 


nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 1

7 Now that you know these things, 


you will be blessed if you do them.”

The previous standard of love 


was to love a neighbor 



as we would want to be loved.  

The bar is now moved 


to love them 



as Jesus loved us as a servant.  


Being willing to wash their dirty, 



stinky feet,


 to lay down his life.  



Peter in that incident, 




at first did not let Jesus wash him, 




then asked to be completely scrubbed down.  



Jesus did not follow either of Peter's requests.  




Peter is failing here again.  

So what is it 


that is going to allow Peter at some point 



to actually follow Jesus later?  

Why can't Peter follow now?

As John shares in the following chapters covering Jesus' prayer, 


there is still a piece that is missing.  

That is the Holy Spirit.  


When the Spirit comes upon us, 



the chance of us following Jesus 




moves from impossible to possible.  


But there is the glorification that needs to happen first.  



Jesus glorifying the Father 




through laying down his life 



and the Father glorifying his son




 through raising him from the dead.  

When that glory has happened, 


then the way for the Spirit is made clear and level.  



Sin has been atoned for, 



the debt has been paid by the Son.  




New life is possible to those who depend upon the Lord for it 





as the resurrection demonstrates.  

We just need to make sure we don't make the same mistakes as Peter.  


Namely, 



thinking that we need to do it ourselves.  

On this night, 


Jesus gave us three gifts.  



The gift of the Lord's Supper, 



the example of servant love in washing each other's feet, 



and the command to love each other 




in the spirit of the first two examples.  


But for all three, 



Jesus did them first.  


It got our attention 



and called us to follow.  

The reality is, 


as we do what Jesus did, 



others will follow.  

It is how we interact with each other 


that will show people Jesus.  

Just as looking at which cars are already being driven in our community 


helps us to know what to drive, 

so seeing how Jesus' followers love each other 


will help those around us decide 



if they want to be part of our community 



and follow Jesus with us.

31 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. 
33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
36 Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?” 

Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.” 
37 Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 
38 Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? I tell you the truth, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times! 

Jesus
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