Parishes of Dromara and Drumgooland

Fr Peter McNeill Tel: 028 4065 0207 Emergency Tel: 07969 403762
Email: dromaradrumgooland@dromorediocese.org Web: www.dromaradgooland.org
7" Sunday in ordinary time
23" February 2025

Weekend Masses
Sat 6:00pm Dechomet  7:30pm Leitrim
Sun 9:00am Gargory 11:00am Dromara

Weekday Masses

Mon 9:00am Leitrim 7:30pm Dechomet
Tues 9:00am Dromara

Wed 7:30pm Leitrim

Fri ~ 7:30pm Dromara

Ash Wednesday masses
7am Leitrim 10am Gargory
7pm Dromara 8pm Dechomet

First Confession
Tues 11t Mar 6:30pm St Matthew’s
Tues 11t Mar 7:30pm St Mary’s
Tues 25t Mar 7pm St Michael’s

ANNIVERSARIES

Leitrim
Patrick Malone
Patrick McCartan

Qm’gm’ y
Sun 23rd Theresa, Elizabeth & Patrick McCartan

Sun 2nd  Deceased Members of McAlerney
Family (Ribadoo)

Sat 22nd
Sat 1st

Dromara
Mary McBride
Philip Lundy & Deceased Members
of Lundy, McGirillen & Cauley
Families
Pete & Kathleen Gilmore

Dechomet
Willie Rooney
Brian, Colm & Sr Josephine Rooney

Sun 23

Sun 2nd

Sat 1st

Rotas for March
Gargory Altar - Carmel & Geraldine
Dromara Collectors - Jimmy & Joe
Dromara Counters - Peter & Elizabeth

SVP contact numbers
Dromara 07738 838191/ Drumg 07825 419067

Diocesan Safeguarding Officer: Stephen Sherry
07301246329 / safeguardingdirector@dromorediocese.org

Collections Dromara Drumgooland
Parish £390 £2,370
Thank you for your continued contributions
St Michael’s Hall donations:
Scor £100; Friends of St Michael’s PS £120
Thank you to all who use the Hall and
contribute towards its running costs.

Trocaire boxes are available at the back of
the churches, please do take one home.
A box on display is a visible reminder that
other people are in need, they will benefit
from our prayer and generosity

Dechomet Hall
Dechomet Community Association wishes
to lease the Hall from the parish. The original
idea was to seek grants to refurbish the hall,
but a survey on the structure made it clear that
it would be better to demolish and rebuild.
The Parish Council has accepted a lease document
drawn up by the parish solicitor. The Community
Association and the Diocese are studying the
proposed lease. The parish will continue to
own the site but will lease it to the Community
Association, which will then be in a position
to seek funding to build a new hall to serve
the needs of the local community and be
available to the parish.

Dromara Parish Council meeting
Mon 10t Mar at 8pm in St Michael’s Hall

Peter Morgan’s Cottage
Music Session with Ray Fri 28t Feb at 7:30 pm
Come and play sing, recite, dance or just enjoy.
Light supper provided.

World Day of Prayer Fri 7th Mar 8pm
St Michael’s, Finnis. Everyone Welcome

Community Defibrillator
Information session and demonstration
of the Community Defibrillator at
Peter Morgan’s Cottage
Tues 11th Mar at 7:30pm
Please come along and inform yourself
about this vital piece of life-saving equipment.
The team would like an indication of numbers.
Please phone 07708017219 if you plan to attend.
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SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sunday«‘lgfl‘»Message

THE WORD

THE GOLDEN

LK 6:27-38

Today"s Gospel is from Jesus' Serman on
the Flain, Luke's version of Matthew's
Sermon on the Mount. It is Jesus' vision
for how his disciples are to live,

There are two major themes In the ectlon we
read today. The first |5 & teaching on kowe of
enemies. The g=cond I8 & cal toImitats the
compagslon of God the Fathar,

Je6Us gives four practical examples of love of
enemy. The first |s how to respond to verbal
abuze. If someone curses 2 disciple of Jesus,
they should nat mest It with anather curse
bt with & Blessing, perhaps even with award
of pralse. When they are treated badly, they
shauld respond by praying Tor those who
mistreat them. When it comes to physkal
ll-treatrment, If struck on the chesk, they must
not retallate but tumn the other chees.

The third area has to do with property. Jesus
t=gins with an example - the theftof one's
clothes. Clothing In his tme was relatively
simple Underwear consistad of 3 strip of
clotn wsad a6 3 loin-chath, Over this was wam
aIght garment, Ike a kong tunlc or shirt, tied
atthe walstwith a belt or 635 B0 that the
lzage ends could be tucked up when at wark.
In caold weathar or when travelling, 2 heavier

REFLECT

Ilve acconding o the Golden Rule
| 5 Not B35y, 35 We Know. The vishon of
M2EME |5 3t pokds with how the warld
operates. It turns the standard way of
behaving upsige down. For all the progress
humankind hag made, for all aur advances
In technolegy and sclence, for all our
development In human rights, we still have
4 lot of evolving to do I we are to lve ke
Jesus.

Bight decades after the Holocawst, antl-
GEMItIsm IS Incressing again, espacialy afer
the war InGaza. In ireland, more than nalf of
Immigrants say they experlenced raclsm in
the past year

Taoday, thers are more displaced people
than at any time since the Second Workd
‘War, while millons of women are raificked
It Eex slavery annualy. Bulying, domestic
wiolenca, homaphoia all remaln 26 rampant
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woodlen cloak was warn that could doubls a5 2
blarkaiwhen required. If a robber demanded
the cloak, the dsciple was notto fight to
refain It but to offer even the nlc 5 well

The Tourtn examgle CoNCEMS Bormowing and
lending. Disciples are to ghve to amyons who
#3545 and Not EvEn to expect the retum of

ELOEn propery.

Mow Luke gives what has been caled the
Gokden Auke’ - treat others ag you would

llke them to treat you. This teaching Is not
exclusive o Christianity. Ralbbls, even before
Jesus' ime, tEught a verslon of It It was
knoawn 1o rellglous teachers in China and Indla,
and to phllcsophers In Greece and elsswhere.
It 5 probatiy the highest pinnacia of uman
wlszom and Its commaon s2nse cannot be
doubted.

But Jesus' t2aching goes a step beyond It
The call Is not 5o much to treat peopie inthe
Way you expect to be treatad but to reach Into
GodE Utter compassion for God's creation
and to mitate that. Everything Jesus sald and
dig was allving out, a repettion, of the Golden
Rula. Imagine the kind of workd we would
have, and the relationship between peoples
and nations that woulkd exlst, ifwe al Ived
@ccordng to the Golen Rule. W

as ever. Soclal media has faciitated an
exglosion of hate speech. To adopt Jesus'
viElon |5 to change how we behave Itis to
treat everyone a5 we would i to be treated.

Second, Jesus J5KE UG to Keeg retuming
o s vislon, to never gl'l."E' Lp. Qf course,
we will fal. Of course, we will behave in
ghameful WayE Of course, wea Wil rush to
|udge and to condemn and traat badly. We
do these U‘IHEE DECaLEE We ang hiumain,
after all We give Into selflshness, anger
and triballsm because we are frall, broken
and Imperfect. But Jesus knows this. The
chalenge Is to brush oursshves clean svery
time we fall. Ta never give up trying to live

his wary.

In the 19B0E, chvil war raged In Nicaragua.
The left-wing Sandinlstas eventualy claimed
power. The Sandiristas had a lot of support
In the Church from those who belleved

the Church should be actively on the sice

Reflect on today's Gosgel If youwere In court
and this Gospel was & chargs sheet assessing
how suCCesshl you are at falkwing Jesus,
what would the varclct be?

PRAY

Pray for an Increase of harmary betwesn

pecples and natlons, for an end to violence
and carflick.

SAY

“Lord, help me to live by your
Golden Rule. When I fail, help me
to pick up the pieces. Amen.”

The Christian must e by the Golden Rule:
Treat othiers 6 you would THe them totreat yow

of the poor. One Sandinlsta government
minlster was a Cathollc priest, Fr Ernesto
Cardenal. The Vatican disapproved of his
palitical activism, and when the pope visted
Hlcaragua i 1984, a famous photograph
shaws him wagging Ris finger at Cardenal,
wha Is knaeling bafore him for his biessing.
Cardenals facultles were remaved, and ha
coud no longer function as a priest.

Fast forward to 2019 and anather
photogragh. This time, Cardenal, now 94, 1s
i a hospital bed. He |6 dressed In priestly
garments and |s celebrating kass. Pogs
Francls has restored his priestly faculties,
treated him with compasslon. In the
photogragh, the old man |5 &t peace. Hapoy.

The message of Jesus In today's Gospsl
I5 clear: et iove be cur guiding motive; lat
mercy dictate all we do; treat others 25 we
Wauld IIke to b treaten. Saek, Tke JESUS, to
turm our Broken workd IJPEHE doan. B



