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A MESSAGE

FROM THE PUBLISHER
Fellow Laderians,

Last month I talked about the current do-nothing Congress, which had gone on its umpteenth vacation without passing a
simple piece of legislation to fight the onset of the Zika Virus in the U.S. The President had asked for $1.1 billion to fight
the disease that, among other things, causes brain damage to children of pregnant women who contract the disease. There
were no riders or attachments to the bill, just a clean bill to fight this dreaded disease.
Instead of doing the right thing and providing funding to save thousands of families from the devastating affects of this
virus, members of the U.S. Congress and Senate attached numerous riders to the bill that they knew would make the
legislation unacceptable to the President, and then blamed the President for vetoing the bill. This is partisan politics at
its absolute worse, with absolutely no regard for the welfare of the American citizens who sent them to Congress to look
after their best interests. At press time, Congress was still fighting over legislation to fight this disease while thousands of
American families are being devastated by this virus.
By now, everyone knows the definition of insanity: Doing the same thing over and over and over again and expecting
different results. But that's exactly what we do with members of Congress, reelecting them time after time, despite the
fact that members of Congress have done nothing for the country the past 20 years except fight over partisan politics.
The national approval rating of Congress is under 10%. Think of it! Over 90% of the country thinks Congress is doing a
horrific job, and they're right. And, yet, we keep sending the same people back to Washington election after election.
Why, you might ask? Partly due to the power of incumbency. Once a person is elected to Congress, people keep reelecting
them on the basis of name recognition. But a huge reason is, voters simply don't take the time to review the record of
the incumbent nor explore what the challenger has to offer. If an incumbent, such as our Congressman Darrell Issa, (R,
California 49th Congressional District) who believes he is in a "safe" solid Republican district and can't be defeated, he has
no incentive to carry the water for his constituents and, believe me, he doesn't.
Darrell Issa has been a horrible Congressman. As chairman of the House Oversight Committee, Issa wasted millions and
millions of taxpayer dollars on phony Benghazi hearings and investigations. And he was early-on supporter of Donald
Trump, even serving as his delegate to the Republican National Convention.
As it turns out, Issa is in the political fight of his life, trying to retain the Congressional seat he's held since 2000, and its
time we send someone to Washington – Marine Colonel Doug Applegate – who will look out for our best interests for a
change. Among other things, Candidate Applegate wants to end tax giveaways to corporations, cut taxes for middle-class
families and small businesses, raised the minimum wage to $15 an hour, improve veteran benefits, pass comprehensive
immigration reform, stop wealthy individuals and corporations from buying elections, broaden access to affordable
healthcare, strengthen LGBTQ equality, and fix Social Security and Medicare for future beneficiaries.
Your vote for Doug Applegate can make a huge difference in this election.

						

Jim Schmitt, Editor and Publisher
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All CUSD schools
are well into class room
education. The District is
progressing very well in its
166th year of public education in South County.
As I have seen in prior
years the school administration and parents are communicating regarding their
student’s education, health
and well being.
l

l

l

On September 15, the
Capistrano Unified District
2016 College Fair was
attended by over 7,000 students, parents, and 125 representatives from Universities & Colleges, Technical
& Trade Schools, Art and
Film Schools and Military
Academies.
The event organizer and
San Juan Hills High School
PTA President Debbie
Bursey said students were
asking great questions and
visiting college representatives were impressed.
The visiting recruiters
said they met college-ready
CUSD-educated students
and these students will be
the leaders at their campuses.
l

l

l

The State of California
requires a Local Control
and Accountability Plan for
spending towards District
goals in improving student
achievements.

October 2016

cured properties such as
homes, commercial properties, mobile homes, boats,
airplanes, improvements on
the real estates.
The estimated tax at the
current interest rate will be
$43 per $100,000 assessed
valuation per year and can
go up to $60 if he interest
Currently the District is tion.
rate goes higher.
forming a Parent Advisory
The voters in three other
This Bond will be isCommittee (PAC). If anyareas – Area 1, Area 3, and sued over a 10-year period
one is interested, applicaArea 5 – will also elect
and will paid back over 25
tions are accepted through
their representatives in the
years. This Bond will cost
October 3, 2016.
November election however the CUSD Taxpayers $1.8
l l l
voters in Ladera will have
billion at the current interest
On August 24, the
no votes.
rate.
California Department of
l l l
If the Bond is approved
Education (CDE) released
Measure M $889 Million
by the voters in the CUSD
the Smarter Balanced AsBond
areas, it will be a triple tax
sessment results for 2015During the August 10
(property tax, Mello-Roos
2016.
regular Board meeting, the
tax, and now Measure M
Sixty-nine percent of
Trustees approved with a
tax) to the property owners
CUSD students met or
vote of 6-1 (Trustee Rearas Ladera Ranch.
exceeded the standards in
don dissenting) to put the
I understand the local
English Language Arts and School Facilities ImproveCivic Council members,
Literacy which is same as
ment $889 million Bond on the property owners with
2014–2015 and 59 percent
the November 8 election
Mello-Roos tax, and Trustee
met or exceeded the stanballot for voter approval.
Reardon is opposing Meadards for Math which is
This issue is being voted
sure M. I also personally
three percent higher than
on district-wide and it will
oppose Measure M.
last year.
need 55% approval of all
Additionally, State has
l l l
District voters.
Proposition 51 and if it is
November 8, 2016 Election
This Bond is a tax. This approved by the State votOne may recall, CUSD
tax will be paid by all own- ers, CUSD will qualify for
elections were held District- ers of secured and unse$229 million from the State.
wide but got changed to
district elections four years
ago.
The District was divided
into seven areas. Ladera
Ranch lies in Area 2, repIndividuals or organizations, such as sports leagues,
resented by Jim Reardon.
clubs,
non-profits, businesses, etc., with a news
Mr. Reardon, who is up for
story should email it to News@LaderaTimes.com.
reelection, is challenged by
The story should answer the questions: "Who,
Mr. Gould Workman.
What, When, Where, Why, and How." Photos should
Based on Trustee
Reardon’s past four years’
be 200 pixels- or dots-per-inch or at least 6" wide.
performance in the CUSD
The Ladera Times is published and distributed on or
Board, it appears a majority
about the first of every month, so stories for that issue
voters of Area 2 are supportshould be submitted by the 15th of the prior month.
ing Mr. Reardon’s reelec-

Email Your Stories to
News@LaderaTimes.com
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Ladera's 6th-Grade Peyton Kirkner Sings 'America
The Beautiful' at the US Open Tennis Tournament
by Kate Finman, Intern

Ladera resident Peyton
Kirkner (shown here and
above), a sixth grader, performed America the Beautiful on Labor Day in front
of 24,000 people at the US
Open Tennis Tournament.
She was one of just 12
kids who were chosen from

an application pool of over
200 to win the opportunity.
In late March, Peyton
submitted an audition tape
after practicing a lot with
the help of her mother and
vocal teacher.
In June, she got a call
back and flew to New York.
A few months later, she was
chosen!
Recalling the event, Peyton shared, “Oh, I was very
nervous. When I was on the
court, I was very nervous.”
She was able to get
through it, and she sang a
performance that she was
pleased with.
Her favorite part of the
entire experience was getting to meet the actor who
plays Aaron Burr in the hit
musical Hamilton.
In the future, her goal is
to become a Broadway Star,
and she can often be seen in

local theater group performances.
To see a video of Pey-

ton's performance or to see
her sing, search YouTube
for Peyton Kirkner.

Local Businesses Urged to Support
Chaparral Elementary PTA Campaign
The Ladera Rancho
Chamber of Commerce is
working with Chaparral
Elementary PTA to help
promote Red Ribbon Week,
October 24 through October 28, which is aimed at
encouraging “No Bullying, Drug Free Schools and
Healthy Living.”
Local businesses are
encouraged to provide discount coupons for the event.
This is open to any local
business willing to participate regardless of whether
or not tit is a member of the
Ladera Rancho Chamber of
Commerce, although mem-

bers will be given priority if
flyer space is limited.
Businesses interested in
participating are asked to
register and provide by
October 5 using these links
and send us the following to
info@laderarancho
chamber.org:
n Coupon Offer Details
(i.e. 10% off, "Free Gift
with Purchase," etc)
n Logo copy and any
other art required for coupon
n Redemption will
consist of the child and/or
parent presenting their "Red
Wristband."
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Following are highlights from the Orange County Police Blotter. For more, go to LaderaTimes.com.

September 25
8:27 am, man said his
grey Lexus and other cars
on his street were egged
during the night, Kilbannan
Court.

cited for en expired auto
registration, Antonio Parkway and Windmill Avenue.
5:03 pm, driver stopped
for driving on expired auto
tags but was let go with a
warning, Antonio Parkway
September 24
& Covenant Hills Road.
9:53 pm, driver was
6:58 am, a suspicious
stopped and not in posses45-yo 5`9" male wearing
sion of his current driver's
a beanie, red long sleeve
license but was in possesshirt, and shorts was resion of other valid identifi- ported loitering in front of
cation and was let go with a the Ladera Ranch Elemenwarning, Crown Valley and tary School, 29500 block of
Sienna Parkways.
Sienna Parkway.
6:29 pm, driver was
1:50 am, veh stopped

The Ladera Times is published monthly by
Scholze Communications, 8 Sendero, Rancho
Santa Margarita, CA 92688. 15,000 copies are
delivered to every home, business, Corporate
Center offices, and apartment complex in Ladera
Ranch and now the new community of Rancho
Mission Viejo on or about the first of every month.
Jim Schmitt............................. Editor & Publisher
Amy Spurgeon-Hoffman........ Reporter, Photographer

Kate Finman................................Intern Reporter
KC Mitchell...........................Advertising Director
Ram Mukherji............................Education Editor
Jim May........................................ Feature Writer
Phone (cell):............................... (949) 554-4919
Phone (land)............................. (949) 546-00556
Email: ............................. LaderaTimes@cox.net
Website...........................www.LaderaTimes.com
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but no one knows where
the occupant is, McGwire
Road.
8:13 am, deputies stood
by while Animal Control
check on a dog locked in a
real Nissan Altima, O'Neill
Drive & Sienna Parkway.

for traffic violation and
warned his front side windows were tinted too dark,
Crown Valley & Sienna
Parkways.
12:24 am, male subject reported yelling and
breaking glass outside of
informant's residence but no
contact was made, Chadron
Circle.

September 22
9:43 am, a suspicious
male reported in the park
at the south end of Shivley
Road next to the residence
of the informant who states
there are no lights in the
park and the neighborhood
has had recent burglaries.
7:44 pm, woman says
her ex-husband was in a
verbal argument with her
September 23
and even though he left, she
7:24 pm, man reported
still wants it checked out,
for court order violation in
Eton Place.
long-running child custody
12:50 pm, a suspicious
case, Thorp Spring.
male with long blond hair,
4:13 pm, two men in
in a fedora hat, a white
newer black Cadillac cross- shirt, and gray pants driving
over chased a man out of
a silver mini-van, Benjamin
the parking lot of 24 Hour
Drive and Antonio ParkFitness in a case of road
way.
rage, Antonio Parkway &
10:58 am, deputies
Windmill Avenue.
asked to check out a skinny
3:44 pm, woman said
person, unknown if male
her daughter took a photo of or female, standing on the
a suspicious man in a white corner next to a van in front
van driving slowly through of a suspected meth house,
the neighborhood and she
wearing a hideous blond
wants to speak to a deputy, wig, straw hat, and a plaid
Falkner Drive.
shirt, Iron Horse & Half
1:33 pm, woman asked Moon Trails.
deputies to stand by while
she retrieved her property,
September 21
Shively Road.
8:07 pm, 15-yo girl says
10:04 pm, deputies were she can hear chairs moving
called to check out male
and noises coming from
circling the neighborhood
downstairs and she and her
in an older silver Honda
14-yo brother are the only
Odessey who appears to be ones home, Kane Lane.
strung out, Iron Horse Trail.
7:34 pm, man says he
11:42 am, strange odor
needs to surrender some fire
emanating from resident at arms according to a court
Heritage Park Apartments
order, Sandy Pond Road.

ALL 2015 NEW CHRYSLER
300’S IN STOCK

10,000

$

ALL 2015 NEW CHRYSLER TOWN &
COUNTRY MINIVANS IN STOCK

10,000

$

OFF
MSRP

ALL 2016 NEW JEEP CHEROKEE
SPORT 2WD’S IN STOCK

6 300

$ ,

5 750

$ ,

CALL
US TODAY

5 500

$ ,

OFF
MSRP

ALL 2016 NEW DODGE
CHALLENGER SXT’S IN STOCK

OFF
MSRP

ALL 2016 NEW DODGE
CHARGER SE’S IN STOCK

OFF
MSRP

ALL 2016 NEW JEEP RENEGADE
LATITUDE 2WD’S IN STOCK

OFF
MSRP

4 800

$ ,

OFF
MSRP

949-373-0100

COURTESYCDJROFORANGECOUNTY.COM

32881 CAMINO CAPISTRANO, SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO, CA
Offers end 10/31/16. See Courtesy CDJR for more details.
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Ladera Lending Sponsors Children's Golf Tourney
Ladera Lending was the
local sponsor for the annual
"Insuring the Childrens
Golf Tournament (ITC)," a
fundraising event September 27 at Arroyo Trabuco
Golf Club. The event was
in support of the Insurance
Industry Charitable Foundation (IICF).
The golf tourney is a regional program of the IICF
dedicated to fighting child
abuse and neglect.
“We appreciate Ladera Lending’s support,
said Chad Sidles, Acting
ITC Chair. "As the largest
employer of professionals in
Ladera Ranch, it is important for any local event
to have Ladera Lending's
support. It always has an
impact and always brings
the fun!”
The day’s festivities
officially kicked off with
the RIC Insurance General
Agency Putting Contest,
followed by a shotgun start
at began at 12:00 noon.
After a great day of golf,
the evening reception and
golf awards were boisterous
and fun.
It was highlighted by
a BBQ dinner, hosted beer
and wine tasting, a raffle,
and live auction, that included a luxury suite for a game
the Los Angeles Angels of
Anaheim, weekend use of
a Bentley Continental GT
Convertible, and a week's
accommodation in Cabo
San Lucas.
Paul Guidotti, one of the
local golf stars, said, “The
Ladera Lending tee box
(a pop-up tent that handed

out refreshments, beverages cozies, and visors, and
answered questions about
mortgages) was the apex of
the tournament!”
Ladera Ranch resident
Kristi Lee and Cynthia
Sidles worked the “Hole in
One” contest which offered
a brand new Porsche Carrera to anyone who made a
hole in one.
"Although no one came
reasonably close to making
the 175 yard, into the wind,
over the lake shot, Kristi
and Cynthia turned down
several generous bribes

to say someone holed one
out," said Chad.
Well known Laderians
Yong Lee and Dan Macmillan also donated their
money, time and talents to
this worthy cause.
The Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation
(IICF) helps communities and enriches lives by
combining the collective
strengths of the industry to
provide grants, volunteer
service and leadership,
Chad explained.
Since its inception in
1994, IICF has contributed

Highlight – Staffing the Ladera
Lending Tee Box, a pop-up tent
that handed out refreshments,
beverage cozies, and visors,
and answered questions about
mortgages, are, from left; Kierstin
McQuown, Shawntay Albrecht,
Lacey Tyhurst, and Rachel
Jimenez
On the Cover – Waiting to
tee off are, from left: Scott
Hemp, of Rancho Mission Viejo;
Robert Brown, of Ladera Ranch,
President of Ladera Lending;
Toby Rodriguez, Irvine; and Steve
Deverian, Newport Beach.

$25.3 million in grants and
over 218,000 hour of volunteer service to local community nonprofits.
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Red Flag Fire Warning In Effect For OC
By Amy R. Spurgeon-Hoffman
Ladera Times Reporter/Photographer

Orange County Fire
Authority stomped out a late
breaking two-acre vegetation fire in the evening
hours September 24 with its
left foot (fast response) and
(right foot) heavy fire fighting artillery in the hills off
Via Montoya & Via Cerro
Rebal – an area that is just
south of the swanky San
Juan Hills Golf Club, east
of the Santa Ana 5 Freeway
and northwest of San Juan
Hills High School.
Thankfully the highly
trained and very professional OCFA firefighters wearing those experienced boots
knew exactly what to do.
“We are coming into
the season where the Santa
Ana winds can play a larger
factor in a fire,” said OCFA
Captain PIO Larry Kurtz.
“OCFA is asking people in
their communities to stay
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vigilant right now. The
faster OCFA firefighters
learn of a fire, the faster we
can respond.”
OCFA hit the fire hard
with 23 units – an indication
Orange County’s premier
safety agency anticipated
the worst given the National

Weather Service’s red flag
fire warnings for Southern
California that extend into
the last week of September
with periods of “critical fire
weather conditions.”
The National Weather
Service warns of the impacts of this Red Flag Fire

Dedicated to Skin Health and Quality Patient Care

Specializing in:
Skin, Hair and Nail Diseases

Elizabeth V. Lener, M.D., F.A.A.D.
Diplomate, American Board
of Dermatology

Stephanie K. Fogelson, M.D., F.A.A.D.
Diplomate, American Board
of Dermatology

Jyoti P. Mundi, M.D., F.A.A.D.
Diplomate, American Board
of Dermatology

Skin Cancer Detection and Treatment

949.364.8411

Advanced Acne Treatments
Fillers, Botox®, Lasers, Products and Peels

600 Corporate Drive, Suite 240
Ladera Ranch, CA 92694 (next to 24 Hr. Fitness)
Fax: 949.364.8511

Call today to schedule your annual skin exam!
www.LaderaDerm.com

Weather Warning:
Impacts...Any fires that
start may exhibit extreme
fire behavior and spread
rapidly. Outdoor burning is
not recommended.
A red flag warning
means that critical fire
weather conditions are
either occurring, or will
shortly. A combination of
strong winds, low relative
humidity, and heat will
contribute to extreme fire
behavior.
If you grew up in Southern California, specifically
Orange County, you know
the term “Santa Ana Winds”
doesn’t mean get the kites
out and take the kids to the
beach.
It means we know we
are in for it. We know these
fires are coming. So it’s imperative that everyone visit
our OCFA website to learn
how to be wildfire ready and
ready for a fire anywhere:
www.ocfa.org.
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x Coto de Caza • Ladera Ranch • Las Flores
x Mission Viejo • Rancho Santa Margarita
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Register Online at OCVote.com

Oct. 24 Deadline to Register to Vote No. 8
Are you registered to
vote in the upcoming General Election on Tuesday,
November 8? If not, and
you plan to, you have until
October 24 to register.
That may seem like a
lot of time, but it will fly by
if you forget so do it now
online. It’s easy.
Go to the Orange County Registrar of Voters web
page -- www.ocvote.
com -- click on “Register
to Vote,” and follow the
simple instructions. You
will need a valid driver’s
license or some other form
of acceptable identification.
The good news, you
can also arrange to have the
ballot for this and future

elections in
California
mailed to
your
home.
You no
longer
have
to get
up
early
in the
morning
go to the
polls to vote
before you go to
work, or come home tired
after a long day’s work and
leave for the polls before
they close.
You can vote in the comfort
of your home and submit

the ballot by
mail. Try it;
you’ll like
it.
The
Presidential
election
between
Republican Donald Trump
and Democrat
Hillary Clinton is the
main show.
But there are several
very important down-ballot
candidates to be elected
in this election, including
one of California’s two

Election '16

U.S. Senators (Senator
Barbara Boxer is retiring).
Two Democrats, Kamala
Harris and Loretta Sanchez, defeated the other 32
candidates to advance to the
general election.
There's a hotly contested
contest between incumbent
Republican Congressman
Darrell Issa and Democratic
candidate Craig Applegate
for California's 49th Congressional District, which
includes Ladera Ranch.
The campaign for California's 73rd State Assembly
District, which also includes
Ladera Ranch, is between
incumbent Republican Bill
Brough and Democrat Mesbah Islam.

Need someone who
speaks fluent insurance?
Chris “Moby” Young, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0G86918
366 San Miguel Suite 200
Newport Beach, CA 92660
Toll Free: 877-846-2263
moby@agentmoby.com

1408286

I can help you get the right coverage at the right price.
Don’t pay for unnecessary extras. I’m here to help make sure you understand your
options so you can choose the right coverage without getting lost in translation.
• Local Resident & Volunteer
• President of Ladera Rancho Chamber of Commerce
.®
Get to a better State
.®
Get State Farm
CALL ME TODAY.
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Ultimate Pet Grooming

Redeem up to $50 in FREE
Lyft credit now. Use code

FALLLYFT2016

$

Pamper Your Pet with Our
Ultimate Pet Spa Treatments

5 OFF FIRST SERVICE

Download Lyft App & Ride

Run Your Ad in this Spot & Reach 40,000
Readers each month for only
$100 per Month. Call
Group spin cycle.

Lift a glass.

Gamers welcome.

Hit the ﬁtness room.

Fire up the grill.

Host a private event.

Ladera Times

© 2016 RMV PA2 Development, LLC. All rights reserved. The information, plans and land uses shown may change without notice or obligation. No information contained herein shall be deemed to constitute a representation
or warranty of any kind. Illustrations are not to scale. Imagery used does not depict racial preference.

Take a yoga class.

KC Mitchell 949-554-3737

Splash, sun, swim.

RanchoMissionViejo.com

A LO N D R A by Shea Homes

CO RT ESA by Shea Homes*

AVO C ET by CalAtlantic Homes

V I R EO by William Lyon Homes

AU B E R G I N E by TRI Pointe Homes*

C I R R US by Meritage Homes

H E I R LO OM by CalAtlantic Homes*

V E N TA N A by Shea Homes

C I T R O N by CalAtlantic Homes*

A R I A by TRI Pointe Homes*

T R E L L I S by Warmington Residential

AU R O R A by William Lyon Homes

From 1,340 to 3,765 sq. ft.
From high $400s to low $1 millions

Now Selling

The Canyon House
Neighborhoods

Neighborhoods shown below.

* Plus Hilltop locations for 5 Canyon House

SAG E by Meritage Homes

A R I STA by Del Webb

B R I OSA by William Lyon Homes

V E R A N DA by MBK Homes

CA N O PY by Warmington Residential

I R I S by CalAtlantic Homes
Opening Late Fall

October 2016

The Hilltop Club at Esencia opens early Spring 2017. Call 949-768-1882 to learn more.

KC Mitchell 949-554-3737
Elevated setting. Exceptional amenities.

Run Your Ad in this Spot & Reach 40,000
Readers each month for only
$100 per Month. Call

Introducing
Esencia’s Hilltop Neighborhoods.

MARKETPLACE DIRECTORY
Now Open

October 2016

From 931 to 3,491 sq. ft.
From high $300s to low $1 millions

Ladera Times

New Hilltop
Neighborhoods
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Coffee's Uniting Cops with Community
By Amy R. Spurgeon-Hoffman
Ladera Times Reporter/Photographer

The second Ladera
Ranch-hosted "Coffee With
A Cop" for 2016, held at
Lola's Cafe in the Terrace
Shops from 8:00 to 10:00 am
on September 21, was well
attended by both cops and
members of the community.
In addition to public, the
event was attended by OC’s
finest first responders, including the California Highway
Patrol, Orange County Sheriff’s Department, and Orange
County Fire Authority, including Ladera Ranch's OCFA
Station 58.
`OCFA Operations Division 3 Battalion 7 Chief Steve
Pardi was also in attendance
as a representative of area
fire stations, including nearby
“Coffee with a Cop" is
OCFA Station 56 (Rancho
as simple as it sounds. It is a
Mission Viejo).
chance for resident to meet

Meeting Community's Finest – Pat Negus, Charlene Jones, and
Donna Riddell enjoy the company of OCFA Rookie Firefighter Bogar
Bonilla, from OCFA Ladera Ranch Station 58, during Coffee With A Cop
at Lola's Café in Ladera Ranch on September 21.

their local CHP officers and
enjoy a cup of coffee with
them.
There are no agendas at
this event.
Coffee with A Cop was
launched in Hawthorne, CA,
in 2011, as a result of a brainstorming session.
Members of the Hawthorne Police Department
were looking for ways to interact more successfully with
the citizens they served each
day, according to the website
coffeewithacop.com.
Community policing has

long been considered a framework for establishing trust between the community and the
police. However, over time
the character and composition
of the nation’s communities
have changed due to shifting
demographics, more commuters, and the introduction
of different communication
methods such as websites.
The Hawthorne Police Department hit upon a
simple plan to break through
the barriers that have been
built over the years–a cup
of coffee, the website says.
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