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FPresident's Message

Hc”o again to all.

As a reminder, the Civil War Revisited is coming up
this weekend at Kcarncy Farln. Thc dates are Scpt
25th and 26th. This year will feature the reenactment
at 5P0t59|vania. |f you are Planning on bcing there,
I’m sure that Pattie Spcnccr could still use a few
volunteers to hclp with our booth. You can call
Fattic about voluntccring at 304-8170.

The annual fund raiser will be coming up in Oct. |f
you have any Civil War books or other memorabilia
that you would like to donate for a raffle or silent
auction Plcasc contact me or any of the officers or
board members so that arrangements can be made.
Donations are aPPrcciatcd and, as usual, all monies
raised go toward the imPortant work of battlefield

Prcscrvation.

In Nov we will be holding elections for officers for

the SIVCWRT for the upcoming two-year Pcriod

2005-2006. All volunteers for the ballot are
aPPrcciatcd. This organization rc“cslon the hclP of
all members and needs you to stcP forward and

volunteer. You will find the extra effort that you put

in to be very rcwarding and it will enhance your

cn_jogmcnt of our SJWCWKT

Tl'n's month our featured sPcakcr will be Susan
Williams from Sacramento who will talk about
fﬁotagrap/:y in the Ciw’/ War. We look forward to
Susan’s visit and talk. Fhotography and sketches
have done much to hc'P tell the tale of this great
conflict. This talk will hclp us apprcciatc these carlg
Pionccrs of Photography. Our mccting this month

will be on ScPt 30th at the Ramada |nn.
Tom

Civil War Fhotoiraphy

topic at Scpt. 30th meeting

Susan Williams is an Associate Parks
and Recreation Spccialist with
California State Parks. She works in

the Flanning Division in Sacramcnto.

Susan received a Fc”owship from the
Smithsonian [nstitution to conduct
research on the Civil War Photographs
of Captain Andrew J. Russell for her
Master’s thesis. 5}1c received her
dcgrcc from the Univcrsity of
CaIiFornia, Riverside, in 1978.

ln 2000 and 2001 3 she received
additional Fc“owships from the Virginia
Historical Socicty to continue her
research and write the article
“Richmond Again T aken, Rcasscssing
the Brady Myth througl’m the
Fhotograpl‘rs of Andrcw J Russell.”
The article was Publishcd in the
V/'rg/n/a Magazinc of f‘//stor!/ and
Bl'ograp/rﬂ in 2002.

RSVF for the dinner meeting bg
contacting Barbara Moats at 229-3654

or bhmfrcsno@comcast.nct




Journals of 2 [ x-Slaves Draw Vivid Fortraits
By RANDY KENNEDY

T hanks to the efforts of Cﬁar/ic Jorgcnsen we got this article from the New York ] imes*

The scene sounds like one conjured u by a screenwriter for a Civil War epic. As the Union
Armg converges on Richmond in 1862 and white residents Frantica”g Pack their silver, a group of
slaves gatl’lcrs in a hotel tavern after closing time. | he slave in chargc of the tavern, John Washington,
pours the others drinks, and thcy all chccrfu”y toast to “the Yankccs’ health.”

The scene is not from a movie. |t is from an account that Mr. Washington wrote in 1873% and
whose existence few Pcop|c even knew of until the last few months. But through a series of
coincidences, his handwritten autobiography and another Powcrful unpubiishcd narrative much like it,
bg a former Alabama slave named Wa”acc Turnagc, have surfaced and come to the attention of a

Yale historian, David W. blight, who calls them “altogcthcr remarkable.”

The narratives are |il(c|y to generate great interest in the academic world, in part because tlwcg
speak to a livcly debate in recent s|avcr3 studies: to what dcgrcc did [ incoln cmancipatc the slaves,
and to what dcgrcc were t}'lcg alrcadg cmancipating themselves as the war ravagcd the South? Mr.
Washington and Mr. Turnagc liberated themselves during the war, stcaling away from their masters bg
rowboat, at great risk. But both were taken in I)y the (Union Army, without whose hclp thcg might have

been rccapturcd.

“What these narratives demonstrate in authentic and rich detail is that slaves became free bg
both means,” Dr. Blight said. T he Publishing world will Probably also be cager for the stories,
cspccia”y after the success of “Thc Bondwoman’s Narrative,” an autobiographica' novel written in
the 1850’s by a slavc, Hannah CraFts, who made her way to freedom. That narrative, discovered and
edited by the Harvard Prochsor chry Louis Gatcs Jr., became a best seller in 2002. Dr. Bligl’lt
Plans to Publish the ncwly discovered narratives togcthcr, along with his research into the lives of their
unsung authors.

Thc Turnagc narrative was comP|ctc|3 unknown to scholars until last year. l:or many yecars it
was kept in a cluttered bureau drawer in the Grccnwich, Conn., home of Mr. Turnagc’s daughtcr,
Lgdia %urnagc Conno“y, who died in 1984 at the age of 99.

His story, written on blue-lined paper in a leather-bound notebook, Probably sometime in the
late 19th century, ended up with a ncighbor, Gladys Watt, who discovered only by rcading it that Mrs.
Conno“y was a former slave’s daughtcr. Mrs. Conno”y often described hcrsc”‘as “Fortugcc” to
cxplain her dark comP|cxion; it is very |i|<c|3, Dr. blight says, that the fathers of both Mr. Turnagc
and Mr. Washington were white slaveholders. Mrs. Watt lccpt the notebook in a closet for years, in a
clamshell archival box, unsure what to do with it. And then in the summer of 200% she took it to the

Historical Socicty of the T own of Grccnwich, where Dr. Blight later gave a lecture.

“Thcy asked me to take a look at it,” he said in an interview last week near the Yale campus,
smiling and admitting that because he was so busy at the time, “l rca”g wasn’t Paying that much
attention at first.” PBut after the Washington manuscriPt was brought to his attention last winter, Dr.
Bligl’:t realized the rarity of both manuscripts and their value in the cmanciPation debate.

The two narratives are also significant because, unlike many other such accounts, there is a
wealth of gcncalogical information about the former slaves’ lives that corroborates much of what thcg
wrote. Aftcr the Turnagc narrative was donated to the (Greenwich historical socicty, the group hired
two resecarchers to make sure it was authentic. “T his is such a vivid and amazing story, the first thing we
wanted to do was make sure it was not a Fa‘(c," said Debra Mcckg, the socicty’s executive director.
The rescarchers found that much of Mr. Turnagc’s account could be verified in census, Armg and
bank records.

,o/casc continue on page 3



A
Journa/s of Jwo Ex—-5/avcs Draw Vivid Fortraits continued

About 120 autobiographical narratives were Pubh’shcd b3 freed slaves before the Civi‘ War, the
most famous of which were f:rcdcriclc Douslass’s. Anothcr 100 or so were ublished after the war.
But discoveries of new ones, csPccially those bg slaves tc”ins the story o their own emanci ation, are
very rare. Dr. Blight said that only a half-dozen or so exist, most housed at the Schomburs (_E,cntcr for
Research in Black Culture in Hari,cm. |t is unclear whether Mr. Washington, who died in Massachusetts in
1918, or Mr. Turnagc, who died in New Jcrscy in 1916, ever tried to Pub'ish his account cluring his lifetime.

“|t is ver exciting,” said Kandall K. Burkett, curator of African American collections at the Robert
W. Woodruff Li rary at Emorg Univcrsity in Atlanta. “The tl‘ling that’s rca”y exciting to me about these is
that the provenance of both is so clear.” Records show that Mr. Turnagc went on to live a long and rich life
after the war, some of it in New York City. For many years, according to the research of Cl’rristinc G
McKag, one of the researchers hired by the (Greenwich group, Mr. Turnagc worked as a waitcr,janitor and
5|ass blower in Manhattan. |n the 1870’s he lived in the ncigEborhood then known as Little Africa — todag’s
Grccnwich Vi“asc and SoHo. He later moved to Jcrscg City, but he is buried in the Cyprcss Hills

Ccmctcry in Brooklyn.

Thc Wasl’tington narrative was lccpt For many years by |'|i5 granddaushtcr, Evclyn Washinston
E_astcrly, who bric“y gave it to the Library of Congrcss in 1976. bc‘:orc she died Mrs. Eastcr|5 gave it to
a close Fricnd, Alice Jaclcson Stuart, a co”cgc Enslisl’x Profcssor who intended to Publisl‘n it herself and
spent some time at Harvarcl in the mid—l980's doing research related to it. But Fro{:cssor Stuart died in
2001 with her work unfinished. Tl"lc narrative then went to her son, Julian T Houston, a Massachusetts
Supcrior Court judgc, who lent it to the Massachusetts Historical Socicty for saFclcccPins. Judgc
Houston, who writes Fiction, later talked to his agent, chdg Strothman, about the narrative. | ate last

ear she hclpcd find Dr. blight, who has written cxtcnsivc|y on slavcry and was rcccntlﬂ chosen to direct the

Gilder | ehrman Center for the Study of Slavcry, Resistance and Abolition at Yale.

While both narratives are gripping and often PainFu| to read, Mr. Washington’s demonstrates more
writcrly flair. Dr. blight said that one of hisjobs would be to try to determine the Iitcrary influences on
both men. |t is clear that both knew the Bible, but it also seems as if thcy may have been familiar with
Frederick Doug,lass. (Jn one scene in the account b Mr. Turnagc, he describes wrcstling for two hours with
a brutal overseer, cchoins a famous account in whicﬂ Douslass describes his own two-hour Fight with an
overseer.) Mr. Washington’s story is shot throush with drg humor. lmmcdiatc'y after the scene in which he
describes toasting the Yankccs, he tells how his mistress, in tears, imp'orcs him to escape from Richmond
with her into the countrysidc,

“ *Yes madam,' I rcp|icd. l will come right back dircct|9.’ o

Hc had no intention of returning; instead he made his way to the Rappahannock River, where he
rowcd‘to freedom among Union troops. |n a motif that shows up re catcdly in such narratives, he also
writes in great detail about how he learned to read and write. Mr. Vdpashington writes that while c'canins a
room in his master’s house, he would read — though “impcrfcctl ;" he says — Harpcr’s magazine. Two boys
who were friends of his master’s Family hclpcd him learn to spclf’, he adds. Teaching a slave to read or write
in the antebellum South was a crime, often scvcrclg Punishcd.

Mr. Turnasc's story tells much more of the brutality oF|s|avcr3, because most of his years of
bondasc were spent as a é’icld hand in Alabama. [He writes of ncar-—criPP“ns |ashin55 of female slaves and
describes four unsuccessful attempts to escape, some of them followed by severe bcatings, before he
finally succeeded in 1864 after hi ing in a swamp for a week. While hiding, he often slcpt in an unused
Con?cdcratc lookout Pcrch. One morning, he writes, as if he were witncssing a miracle, he saw the tide
bring somctl"nins in.

“Now when | got down there | seen a little boat very small indeed though the tide was going out,” he
says. “|t stood like it was held by an invisible hand; so | got in the little boat and it held me.”

A few hours latcr, as a storm threatened to drown him, he was Pu”cd over the side of a Union

gunboat by cight soldiers — and Fina”g “had obtained that freedom which | desired so Iong."

Hc cnds his story with a stern command to his rcac]ers not to rcgard his account as a l‘novcl, nor a

Fablc, but a rcality of facts.” "My rcadcr,” he adds, “l will now leave my book to 3ourjudgcmcnt. Tl’lc end.”

*For further inFormation, excepts from their journals, andpicturcs of these two former slaves go to the web at: http://

www.nytimes.com/2004,/06/01 4/national/14S]_AV.html2th.
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