

Commander’s Stuff
By Mike Winner
(708) 829-0069

Gonakadet@att.net
Fellow Veterans,

   This week we learned of the status of our fellow brother Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl.  He is alive but in deteriorating health.  For the first time in three years since his capture four and a half years ago, he was seen in a video made by a Pakistani faction known as the Haqqani. They are using him to get a full withdrawal of troops from Iraq and Afghanistan. Let’s pray for his safe return. I also urge you to speak with your representatives to accelerate the effort. Here in Western Springs, we have Congressman Lipinski. His number is (312) 886–0481.  

   On news much closer to home, our Chaplain, Sidney Frazen, is ill. We all wish him a speedy recovery and keep him in our prayers.

   On a happier front, myself, Bruce Harken and Seedy Ulrich accompanied our representatives of the Patriot’s Pen and Voice of Democracy winners, Katie Goldman and Abbie Scanlon, at the 4th District Awards Ceremony. Katie took 1st Place and went on to Springfield.  Congratulations to both of our winners.  You give us much hope for the future of 

our nation. I have posted pictures on the website.

   On a final note, please send me or bring in a picture of you in your uniform. I will post that picture on our website.

Semper Fi,

Mike Winner

Post Dues Increased on Jan. 1
By Walt Bergenthal

(708) 246-4858

Statement of funds as of 1/14/14:

Post General Fund

  $8,347.74
Post Relief Fund

    1,171.40
Post Dues Reserve

         91.75
TOTAL:


  $9,610.89
   Our prayers go out for our Chaplain Sid Frazen, who is going through medical testing to determine the cause of his debilitating ailments.
   Effective Jan. 1, 2014, Post annual dues have increased to $40 per year. This was brought about because of increases enacted at the National and State levels. 

The Story of a POW We Got Back
By Carol Anne O’Donnell

(708) 246-1204
“Soaring Above, Beyond the Call of Duty,” was the title of the obituary of BG Robinson Risner. The following written by Matt Shudel was taken from the Oct. 31, 2013, edition of the Chicago Tribune:
   “Long before he retired as a much-decorated brigadier general, Robinson Risner was one of the most celebrated pilots in the Air Force. He was an ace in the Korean War, shooting down eight Russian-built MiG-15s, and received the Silver Star Medal for a daring midair maneuver to steer another pilot to safety. More than a decade later, during the Vietnam War, he led the first flight of Operation Rolling Thunder, a high intensity aerial bombing of North Vietnam. He received the Air Force Cross in April 1965 for leading airstrikes against a strategic bridge in North Vietnam. Later that month, “Robbie” Risner was featured on the cover of Time magazine.

   ‘Fear is a luxury one can’t afford,’ he said in the Time story. But on Sept. 16, 1965, Risner’s luck ran out. During a raid over North Vietnam, he was forced to bail out of his plane and was taken captive. He was held for more than seven years in Hoa Lo prison, mockingly called the ‘Hanoi Hilton’ by U.S. captives, before his release in 1973. BG Risner, 88, died Oct. 22 at his home in Bridgewater, Va. …
   He joined the U.S. Army Air Force in 1943 and was stationed in Panama during World War II. After the war, he served in the Oklahoma Air National Guard until he was activated during the Korean War. He flew reconnaissance missions before talking his way into a transfer to a fighter wing. In 108 missions as an F-86 Sabre pilot, he shot down eight MiG fighters, making him the 20th U.S. ace of the war. In September 1952, Risner’s fighter unit was in a dogfight when he noticed that the plane of his wingman, Joe Logan, had been hit and was leaking fuel. They were 60 miles from friendly territory, and Risner knew his fellow pilot would never make it. Amid heavy flak from antiaircraft fire, Risner maneuvered behind Logan and place the nose of his plane in the tailpipe of the damaged plane. Through turbulence and with leaking oil splattering his cockpit canopy, Risner pushed Logan’s plane until they were beyond enemy territory and within reach of U.S. troops. Logan bailed out over water but became entangled in his parachute lines and drowned before he could be rescued.

   Risner received the first of two Silver Star Medals for his heroics and was one of only four airmen in history to receive more than one Air Force Cross, second only to the Medal of Honor for wartime heroism. His second Air Force Cross wasn’t pinned to his chest until after his return from prison camp, when it was awarded for his leadership as a prisoner of war. Because of his position he faced particularly harsh treatment. He was kept shackled for weeks at a time and spent more than three years in a solitary cell.  On Feb. 12, 1973, he was among the first group of prisoners to be released from North Vietnam.
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Save the Dates





Feb. 11th – 7:30 p.m. Post Regular meeting at Grace Lutheran Church


Feb. 13th – Hospital Visit


Feb. 14th – deadline for March newsletter


March 11th – 7:30 p.m. Post Regular meeting at Grace Lutheran Church









































