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How to reach us…. 

 

Church Office 

507-235-5382 

Hours: Tuesday—Friday 

9:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m. 

 

E-mail 

uccsecretary319@gmail.com 

 

Web Site Address 

www.fairmontucc.org 

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

Fairmont, Minnesota 

First Congregational UCC 

319 Downtown Plaza 

Fairmont, MN  56031 

WHEELCHAIR  

ACCESSIBLE 

       Rev. Cory Germain 

      Office Hours: 

  Tuesday  9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

  Wednesday 12:30 p.m. through                  

  evening meetings & activities 

  Thursday 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

  Friday   9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

  Rev. Cory’s phone: 507-399-8282 

Worship Hours 

Sunday School 9:15  

Worship 10:30 

Communion the first Sunday of 
every month.   



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 Communion 
9:15  Sunday              
         School 
10:30 Worship 

2 3 
10:00 Lakeview  
Communion 
 

 4  
4:00 Conf 
6:00 Worship Brd 
6:15 Diaconate 
7:00 Choir 

5 
11:30 MRCI 
(HH/FS) 
6:00 TOPS (FS) 

6 7 

8 
Mother’s Day 

9:15  Sunday              
         School 
10:30 Worship 

9 10 
7:00 Facilities  
        Board 

 

11 4:00 Conf 

5:15 Mission Brd 
6:30 CE Board 
7:00 Choir  

12  
5:15 Hosp Board 

11:30 MRCI 
(HH/FS) 
6:00 TOPS (FS) 

13 
9:00 Council  
Agenda Items 
Due 

14   
Hospitality Pie 

Baking 

(K) 

15 
Confirmation  

Sunday 
9:15 Sun School 
10:30 Worship 

16 
 

17  
10:00  
Goldfinch 
Communion 

18 
5:45 Church   
        Council 
7:00 Choir 
 

19  
11:30 MRCI 
(HH/FS) 
6:00 TOPS (FS) 

20  
9:00 June 
Newsletter 
Items Due 

21 

22  
10:30 Worship 
Grads & Teacher 
Recognition 
Blessing Box 
Collection 

23 
 

24 
 

25  
5:30 Free  
Community Meal 
7:00 Choir 

26 
9:30 Bible Study 
11:30 MRCI 
(HH/FS) 
6:00 TOPS (FS) 

27 
 

28 

29 
10:30 Worship 
Noisy Sunday 

30 
 

31     
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This story can fit 75-125 

words. 

Selecting pictures or 

graphics is an important 

part of adding content to 

your newsletter. 

Think about your article 

and ask yourself if the pic-

ture supports or enhances 

the message you’re trying 

to convey. Avoid selecting 

images that appear to be 

out of context. 

Microsoft Publisher in-

cludes thousands of clip art 

images from which you can 

choose and import into 

your newsletter. There are 

also several tools you can 

use to draw shapes and 

symbols. 

Once you have chosen an 

image, place it close to the 

article. Be sure to place the 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC 

FAIRMONT, MN 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES FOR 4-20-22 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC 

FAIRMONT, MN 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES FOR 4-20-2022 

Members Present: Abigail Roiger, Marilyn Forstrom, Robbin Celander, Cathy Celander, Kay Campe, Catherine Johnson,  
Larry Thompson, Dave Adams, Sue Kruse and Christina Hainy. Ex-officio members present: Dara Bliesmer, Ass’t Treasurer. 
Visitor: Dean Grotte. 

The Council met in the Chapel. The meeting was called to order and led in prayer by Moderator, Abigail Roiger.  

Larry Thompson and Dean Grotte from Facilities board reported on looking at insurance for the church. They met with      
Adam Garbers (North Star Mutual Insurance Company) and are planning to look at another company as well. 

Minutes of the March meeting were approved as printed. Motion M/S/C (Catherine/Larry). 

We met with our Edward Jones financial advisor, Dan Hamlet, via Zoom.  He reviewed our investments and asked us to    
consider if the church’s money is in the right accounts based on what we are planning to do with it.   

Treasurer’s Report: Catherine Johnson presented the treasurer’s report. She noted that we are in good shape financially and 
that the budget seems accurate. A motion was M/S/C to accept the treasurer’s report (Marilyn/Larry). 

Finance/Business-Budget Committee Report: Robbin Celander explained about the restrictions on our endowments. A     
motion was M/S/C to sell a real estate stock and for the money to remain in the capital fund (Catherine/Marilyn). 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Cory was absent, but he had communicated that a church representative is needed for June 10 and 11. 

BOARD REPORTS: 

 Christian Education: Catherine Johnson says they are thankful for all who filled Easter eggs for the hunt. The       
children have been busy with the Palm Sunday skit, the egg hunt and the Last Supper meal. Confirmation for the 4 confirm-
ands is Sunday, May 15th. The first VBS “Adventure Night” is Wednesday, June 8th at Sylvania Park. 

 Hospitality:  Cathy Celander reported that they made plans for the Pie Social on June 11th. Pork chops on a stick will 
also be available. Cathy will be preparing a list of items that can be donated for pies. Also, if food is brought to be shared on 
Sunday after church, please contact someone on the hospitality board first. 

 Facilities: Larry Thompson shared that the front sidewalk should be done before June 1st if weather cooperates. 

 Diaconate: Sue Kruse reported that they have been busy sending cards and that serving Communion has been going 
well. 

Missions:  Highlights of their minutes included: April 30th is the Adopt a Highway cleanup day, and Meals on Wheels 
will be delivered May 2-15th. Drivers are needed. 

 Worship: Dave Adams told us that pulpit supply is still needed for May 29 and June 12. Worship board is hosting the 
May Community Meal and is serving food inside the church. (take out is also available)  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

 Personnel Committee: Marilyn Forstrom reported that the committee members are Cory Hainy, Renae Vetter, and 
herself. 

OLD BUSINESS:  

Marilyn reported about the “Let’s Talk” happy hour. Suggestions for the church were discussed and will be in the newsletter.  

No new business. 

The meeting was adjourned by Abigail Roiger. 

Respectfully submitted, Christina Hainy, Clerk 



FIRST CONGO NEWS   

The Council has been asking members if there are changes/additions/

activities that would be meaningful to our members.  We have received a 

number of ideas for consideration.  Please read through the following list and 

give us some feedback.  Maybe you love it, maybe you hate it.  Maybe you 

have other ideas or would like a variation of those included here. 

Please contact any Council member in the next couple of weeks with your 

thoughts.  We look forward to hearing from you! 

Couple’s Bible Study – Max 1 hour?  Meeting day/time determined by group 

Potlucks on any 5th Sunday 

Saturday night worship service 

One “contemporary” worship service per month or 5th Sundays 

Wednesday night “Sunday School” 

Always start worship at 9:30 a.m.     Children’s Sunday School during    

worship 

Men’s breakfast on Saturday a.m. 

Women’s Bible study other than current weekday morning 

Large holiday celebration w/other churches – not Christmas or Easter 

Sunday morning breakfast before Sunday School. 

Publish youth activities calendar & encourage members to attend to support 

our youth 

Mentors for confirmation students and new members 

Council:  Abigail Roiger (507-525-5771), Kay Campe (507-236-9097),  

Ellen Germain (507-525-8626), Larry Thompson (507-236-2250),           

Robbin (507-236-0691) and Cathy Celander (507-236-7289), Marilyn      

Forstrom (612-308-0500), David Adams (507-236-7040)  Izzy Cruz,  Sue 

Kruse (507-432-8816), Catherine Johnson (507-236-1457), Pastor Cory 

(507-399-8282) 

We have been talking.  What do YOU think? 



Christian Education News 



                             Memorials 

Date Memory/Honor of Designation From 

20-Mar Memory of Char Kost   David Bishop & Nancy Rostvold 

27-Mar Memory of Gail Stremel Starfish Deb & David Adams 

3-Apr Memory of Laura Dunker Starfish Marilyn Forstrom 

3-Apr Jon & Cindy Anderson Anniversay Starfish Margaret Weaver 

3-Apr Honor of Jenny Willard's return! Starfish Ellen Germain 

3-Apr Memory of Peggy Heinrich Starfish Les Heinrich 

10-Apr Memory of Gin Mevissen General Les Heinrich 

17-Apr Memory of Joan Adams   Kevin & Kelly Moller 

17-Apr Memory of Marcia Winegar   Kevin & Kelly Moller 

17-Apr Memory of Tranna Urban Capital Kevin & Kelly Moller 

17-Apr Memory of Beverly Pugh   Kevin & Kelly Moller 

17-Apr Memory of Gail Stremel   Kevin & Kelly Moller 

17-Apr Memory of Char Kost   Kevin & Kelly Moller 

17-Apr Memory of Gail Stremel   Donna & Dean Grotte 

17-Apr Honor of Randy Kruse Birthday   Jane Kotewa 

17-Apr Memory of Gail Stremel   Lyle & Charlene Norris 

17-Apr Memory of Gail Stremel   Margaret Weaver 

17-Apr Memory of Peggy Heinrich Starfish Les Heinrich 

17-Apr Memory of Gail Stremel   RuthAnn Jones 

17-Apr Memory of Rodney Soens   Daniel & Debra Thate 





Church Council Meetings  
To return to 5:45 ~Abigail Roiger 

 

 

 

Thank you Sherry V. 
 for folding and 

sealing the April 
Newsletters! 

The PRC meets quarterly each year to    dis-

cuss joys and concerns regarding our      pasto-

ral  leadership. If you have input for the com-

mittee, please contact any of the PRC mem-
bers: Jon Neitzel, Deb Thate,  Sherry Voyles,     

Dave Meschke and Pastor Cory Germain. 

 

HyVee and Fareway Receipts Report 
Report as of 17 April 2022 
 
During the last four weeks $21,430.42 (14.29%) worth of Hy-Vee 
slips were received.    After 38 weeks, Hy-Vee is at $149,747.91 
(99.83%) toward the 14th $150,000 goal.  On Wednesday, I went 
to Church and picked up another $771.10 worth of Hy-Vee slips 
to get to the 14th goal.  I turned in $150,000.88 net slips on    
Friday, the 22nd of April.   
 
During the same four weeks, $9,640.29 (6.42%) worth of      
Fareway slips were received.  After 67 weeks, Fareway is at 
$96,563.16 (64.38%) toward our 4th $150,000 goal. It will still take 
about a year to reach the $150,000. 
 
This program started the first of March 2011, so any slips from 
then until now can be used.  Thanks to those who found slips 
going back to 2014 and turning them in.  They all help.  Any Fair-
mont Fareway and Hy-Vee food store register slip can be used.  
Even slips from Hy-Vee Gas, Coffee Shop, Food Service, and 
Pharmacy help us toward the goal.  Thanks to all who bring/mail 
the slips to the Church, or mailing them or dropping them off at 
my house.  Even the very small amounts help.   
 
Reported by; 
Jim Bock 

THIS ‘N THAT 



 READERS’ RECIPES 

OLIVE NUT SPREAD 

2   8 oz. pkg cream cheese  (I use l  regular and l  l/3 less fat) 

1   jar green olives with pimento (reserve 2 T. juice)  

 2    T. soft butter 

2 T. olive juice 

2 cups toasted pecans or walnuts 

Beat well with mixer and it will “chop” the olives and nuts.  Use 
on crackers or rye breads. 

 

BLUE CHEESE/CHEDDAR CHEESE BALL 

2   oz. pkg. cream cheese  (I use l regular and l/3 less fat) 

4 to 6 oz. blue cheese crumbled 

8 to  10 oz. cheddar cheese, shredded 

3 T. red wine vinegar 

2 T. dried  minced garlic or similar 

Beat well.  Chill until firmer, then roll in chopped toasted pecans 
or walnuts.  Add parsley for color if desired. 

                  

TRISHA’S RANCH CHEESE LOG 

12 oz. cream cheese softened  (I use 16 and just add a little more everything) 

l/4 c. sour cream 

¼ c. mayo 

8 oz. sharp cheddar cheese, shredded 

1 pkg. Ranch dressing dry mix 

Mix together, and form into several logs.   Chill to firm up, then roll each in toasted pecans.   

 



How Can I Thank You, Mom? 

Let Me Count the Ways 

 By 

Rebecca Barlow Jordan 

I thank you for the tender care you gave to me each day; 

the times you rocked me in your arms and sent bad dreams away. 

I thank you for the times you picked me up from spills and falls, 

for smiling with approval of my silly, childish scrawls. 

I thank you for the times we spent vacationing through the years, 

for always letting me collect my precious souvenirs. 

I thank you for the bandaids, and the permanents, and tears, 

for laughter and sweet music, for respecting childish fears. 

I thank you for the stories and the prayers shared at night, 

and even for the discipline to turn my wrongs to right. 

I thank you for not giving up on me in adolescence, 

for showing me throughout my life, it’s love that makes a difference. 

I thank you for the memories of years that fleeted by, 

too fast, it seems, for now, I reminisce and heave a sigh. 

And yet there’s more to thank you for; there really is no end. 

For even now as I extend this special thanks to you, 

I say without a single doubt, my greatest joy will be 

to echo to my children all the love you’ve shown to me. 

 

A Tribute to Mothers 



May  1 Kevin & Kelly Moller   40 yrs    
May  3 Kris & Wendy Ziemer    25 yrs  
May  3 Michael & Kara Rowan    8 yrs  
May  6 Carolyn & Larry Thompson  56 yrs     
May  6 Randy & Marcia Musser  45 yrs 
May  9 Tom & Kathy Jorgensen  52 yrs  
May 17 Izzy & Pauline Cruz   37 yrs 
May 25 John & Sherry Larson  48 yrs  
May 28 Dave & Sue Eisenbacher  11 yrs  
May 30 Dave & Karen Cone   25 yrs  

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC—FAIRMONT, MN 

1     Kamara Cone  
4     Louis Kenneth Goerndt  
6     Jodi Kuhlers  
9     Justin Thedens  
       Grace Kotewa  
       Cameron Prindle 
10   John Douglas Roiger  
12    Andrea Thate  
       Bennett Zabel  
       Ben Johnson   
13    Sherry Larson  
15    Larry Thompson  
       Carolyn Thompson  
       Joel Thate  
       Hanna Johnson  

16   Dylan Celander   
       Morgan Magnussen   
19   Alice Maday   
20    EvaLyn Carlson  
       Anne (Saxton) Wenz  
21   Jim Chipman  
23   Maia Goerndt     
  Reagan Shoen  
24   Lisa Meschke   
       Paxton Rachuy  
25    Lorie Zoeller   
28  Hadley Becker  
31   Cory Hainy   

May Birthdays 

May 

Anniversaries 

 


