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THE ROAD TO ENDING PUPPY MILL CRUELTY

Puppy mill cruelty has been a chronic and
pervasive problem in Missouri since the
1960’s when franchise pet store chains
sprouted up across the country. In contrast
to mom & pop pet stores that occasionally
sold a puppy from an accidental litter or
from a local breeder, pet store franchisers
saw puppies as a great marketing tool.
These cute puppies were not only a way
of drawing customers into the store but
provided new sources of revenue to the
store, not only from the sale of the puppy,
but also from the sale of all the pet supplies
to go along with the new pet.

In order to stock puppies for this new market
being created by pet store franchisers, a
new source of dogs had to be found. Most
responsible breeders refused to sell their
offspring to pet stores and such puppies
were too expensive to meet the high markup prices that pet stores desired.
Stepping in to provide a constant source
of cheap puppies for the pet store chains,
were small mid-western farmers and outof-the-way rural breeders who were more
than willing to mass produce dogs as cheap
as possible without regard for the health or
welfare of the puppies and the mother dogs.
As a result of this en masse breeding of
dogs, solely for profit, cruel puppy mills
quickly cropped up all over the Midwest.
As neighboring states such as Illinois, Iowa
and Kansas passed laws regulating the
commercial dog breeding industry, the
number of puppy mills increased
dramatically in Missouri and soon the
state earned the moniker of “puppy mill
capital of the country.” In response to
the horrific cruelty associated with such
breeding establishments, the Missouri
Alliance for Animal Legislation (The Alliance)
was established in 1990. The Alliance
immediately began to work towards the
passage of legislation to require puppy mills
to be licensed, inspected and regulated by
the Missouri Department of Agriculture.
This goal was achieved with the passage
of the Animal Care Facilities Act (ACFA)
in1992. ACFA was a major victory for animal
welfare advocates as it finally brought
the puppy mill industry in Missouri under
some type of regulatory control. While the
standards of care enacted by ACFA were
bare minimum requirements, it at least

campaign, is fortunately making a dramatic
difference in our long-running battle against
puppy mills and is yielding significant
results. This legislation, for the first time
ever, established humane standards of care
for dogs housed in puppy mills, including a
significant increase in living space, the
elimination of wire flooring, constant and
unfettered access to the outdoors for
fresh air and exercise, and mandatory
veterinary care, including an annual
hands-on physical exam for each
breeding dog.

mandated some semblance of care for
animals confined in cruel puppy mills.
Regrettably, this law was never effectively
enforced by our state officials and by local
prosecutors. As a result, cruel dog breeders
continued to operate with impunity allowing
puppy mills to flourish in the state over
the next two decades. In fact, since the
passage of this law, there have been three
separate evaluations of ACFA’s enforcement
efforts by the Missouri State Auditor.
These state audits exposed an appalling
and chronic lack of enforcement. The first
audit uncovered, among other things, that
the inspectors were not even provided
inspection reports on which to cite potential
violations. All three state auditor evaluations
revealed that enforcement efforts were
seriously lacking and the law was having
little impact on substandard dog breeding
operations as offenders were rarely, if ever,
punished.
In addition to reviews by the state auditor’s
office, the Oversight Division for the Missouri
Legislature also conducted an evaluation
of ACFA in 2000. It revealed that since
the passage of the law in 1992, “state
officials had not revoked a single license
of a commercial dog breeder, no matter
how horrendous the conditions.” It was no
wonder that Missouri continued to be known
as the “puppy mill capital of the country.” In
fact, at one time, Missouri had more puppy
mills than the next three states combined.
CANINE CRUELTY PREVENTION ACT WHAT A DIFFERENCE!
The Canine Cruelty Prevention Act (CCPA),
enacted in 2011 as a result of the Prop B

Most notably, the CCPA granted authority
to the Attorney General’s office to
prosecute substandard breeders.
In the past, only local prosecutors had
such authority and too often rural county
prosecutors were reluctant to initiate legal
actions against a puppy miller who was also
a constituent. As a result, many puppy mills
operated with impunity in the state. In stark
contrast, the Canine Cruelty Prevention Unit,
established by the Attorney General’s office
due to the new authority contained in the
CCPA, aggressively sought out substandard
breeders and dramatically increased the
frequency of prosecutions, civil penalties
and license revocations. In the past two
years alone, this increased regulatory
muscle has resulted in legal action against
39 commercial dog breeders and, most
heartening, the Attorney General’s office
has had a 100% success rate in their
prosecution of these cruel puppy mills.
Subsequently, hundreds of breeders
have chosen to shut down their breeding
operations rather than face stiff penalties
as they now realized that there are
consequences for their non-compliance.
The passage of the CCPA also resulted
in a substantial increase in funding for
enforcement and oversight to ensure that
the new standards of care were fully and
adequately implemented. This increase in
funding has resulted in more than doubling
the number of inspectors and the hiring of
veterinary inspectors and even two full time
investigators to focus solely on substandard
breeders and unlicensed breeding
operations. As a result, the number of
inspections of dog breeders performed
annually by the Department of Agriculture
has more than tripled.
continued on p. 6
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DIRECTOR’S CORNER
In what was the first in-depth look at the Canine
Cruelty Prevention Act (CCPA) since its passage
in 2011, the Columbia Missourian, in a threepart news series published in August, declared
Missouri’s new puppy mill law a great
success. The articles detailed the dramatic
difference this law has made in addressing
puppy mill cruelty in the state. In response, the
St. Louis Post-Dispatch editorialized that the
“puppy mill crackdown is working.”

After many years of unrestrained puppy
mill abuse, it is heartening to witness these
unparalleled accomplishments and the success
of our new puppy mill law. Also, we can certainly
expect more puppy mills to close their doors
when the 2016 provisions go into effect which
requires an additional increase in space and
humane flooring.
While all who care about animals are
exceptionally grateful for these achievements, we
must aggressively continue our efforts and never
give up the fight for animal welfare until puppy
mills and cruelty to animals is a thing of the past.
The CCPA is already facing new resistance from
commercial dog breeders. Distressed over the
impact that this new law has had on their industry
and decrying the fact that so many commercial
dog breeders have ceased breeding dogs, the
puppy mill industry is clamoring that current
breeders be grandfathered so as to be exempt
from the new 2016 requirements.
In an effort to achieve this goal, the industry
announced the commissioning of an economic
impact study. The stated purpose of such an
endeavor is that, “the study can be used as an
excellent example of what overregulation can
do to any industry. There are only approximately
50% of the breeders in business in 2014 as
compared to 2009.” The proponents of this
economic study explain that, “the study can be
used to educate public policy makers…about the
importance of the canine industry.”
The clear intent of this study is to convince
legislators and public officials of the economic

Please Help Us!

harm to the dog breeding
industry that will result from
the final requirements of
the CCPA and the need to
weaken this law to exempt
current breeders from the
additional standards of care that will go into
effect in 2016.
Shockingly, the American Kennel Club (AKC)
has contributed $10,000 to help pay for this
economic impact study in order to allow the
puppy mill industry to continue to raise dogs
in substandard conditions. The new 2016
standards that AKC wants to do away with are
the elimination of wire flooring and an increase
in cage size for dogs confined in puppy mills.
Regrettably, the AKC has long supported puppy
mill abuse and has vehemently opposed any
type of legislation aimed at improving conditions
for puppy mill dogs. Just this year, the AKC
successfully defeated a new puppy mill law
in Iowa.
Please make a commitment to contact your
legislators and state officials on animal
welfare issues to ensure that our new puppy
mill law is preserved, as well as all of our laws
protecting animals from abuse and neglect.
Your phone calls, emails and letters to legislators
truly do make a difference. The best example
of this was our recent victory on the deer
legislation. It came down to just one vote.
Our opposition had numerous lobbyists, one
being paid as much as $200,000 by “canned
hunt” operators, in an attempt to escape
new regulations protecting deer. It was only
because so many of you reached out to your
legislators that we were able to prevail.
Your efforts truly do make a difference for
the animals.
I sincerely thank you,

Bob Baker

In addition to reaching out to public officials
in support of our efforts to curb puppy mill
abuse and animal suffering, we also need
your financial support to enable the Alliance
to continue to fight on behalf of the animals in
the halls of the state capitol. The Alliance is the
only full-time animal welfare lobbying group in
Missouri. With your generous support, we can
continue the vital work of protecting animals.
While we have made great progress, we have
so much more to do. Please help us continue
to speak out on behalf of the animals.
Please send your donation today in the
enclosed envelope, or contribute online at
maal.org/waystohelp/

VICTORY AT VETO SESSION
REGULATIONS SAFEGUARDING HEALTH
OF DEER TO REMAIN IN PLACE GOVERNOR’S VETO STANDS
Thank you for contacting your legislators
and asking them to support Governor
Nixon’s veto of a bill that would have
stripped the Missouri Department of
Conservation of their authority to regulate
captive deer farms and hunting ranches.
Captive hunting ranches, also known as
“canned hunts,” are fenced-in areas where
the deer to be hunted are penned up and
confined making it easier for hunters to
come in and shoot them for trophies.
The Department of Conservation recently
enacted new regulations on captive
deer farms and canned hunts due to the
concerns that these facilities are causing
the spread of chronic wasting disease
(CWD) to the wild deer population in the
state. In response to these regulations,
the Legislature passed a bill to deny the
Department of Conservation the authority
to regulate canned hunts and deer farms.

Governor Nixon subsequently vetoed this
legislation declaring that deer are “wildlife”
and not “livestock” to be used and
exploited for profit.
Thanks to your efforts the Legislature
failed to garner enough votes to
override Governor Nixon’s veto.

As a result, the newly promulgated
regulations on captive deer farms and
canned hunts will remain in place. These
regulations should hinder future captive
hunting facilities in Missouri and, hopefully,
will cause many existing facilities to shut
down.

FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE ASPCA
NOW ADVOCATING FOR PUPPY MILLS
In a disappointing development, Ed Sayres, who served as
president of the ASPCA from 2003 until last year, and had
spent most of his life in animal welfare work, has now chosen to
endorse and advocate for puppy mills. Sayres actively sought
out the position of CEO of the Pet Industry Joint Advisory
Council (PIJAC), a Washington DC based group that represents
commercial dog breeders and lobbies across the country on
behalf of pet stores and animal breeders. PIJAC counts among
its board members, a representative of the Hunte Corporation,
which is the largest broker of puppy mill dogs in the nation, and
the president of Petland, the largest franchiser of pet stores
selling puppy mill dogs.
PIJAC routinely opposes all animal welfare legislation in
Congress and at state capitols. PIJAC vehemently opposed
Proposition B which resulted in our successful Canine Cruelty
Prevention Act.
One of Mr. Sayres first activities as CEO of PIJAC is to attend a
meet and greet with scores of commercial dog breeders during
a Hunte-sponsored event at its brokerage facility. Sayres, in a
letter addressed to puppy millers, stated that, “I know now that
I was misinformed about the majority of breeders who work
diligently to raise puppies humanely and find lifetime homes
through retail channels. While many in the animal welfare field
still want to paint all breeders with the same low-standards
brush, I look forward to opening their eyes to the true nature of
the breeding business.”
Mr. Sayres has indicated that his first priority will be to overturn
local ordinances prohibiting the sale of puppies in pet stores

and being proactive in stopping the
spread of such ordinances in other
municipalities.
One wonders if this is a new
epiphany for Mr. Sayres, or if he
ever truly cared about the welfare
of animals. The New York Times
last year reported that consternation
over Mr. Sayres’s performance as
president of the ASPCA led to threequarters of the board resigning over
the past several years including the
Chair of the Board who complained
about the ASPCA’s failure to aggressively pursue animal
welfare legislation. The most shocking revelation was Mr.
Sayres’s appointment of individuals to executive staff positions
that were openly opposed to the incarceration of individuals
found guilty of animal abuse and who opposed efforts to ban
battery cages for hens and gestation crates for pigs due to
economic concerns for farmers and consumers.
Sayres, in a letter to dog breeders, stated that he believes he
can bridge the divide between the animal welfare community
and commercial breeders. The Alliance’s executive director,
Bob Baker, in response, told the media that “if PIJAC is truly
sincere in their efforts to support common sense rules and
regulations for the welfare of animals, they need to show it with
their actions in legislative bodies and not resort to PR stunts
such as hiring a fake animal welfare person.”

3

MINNESOTA PASSES PUPPY MILL LEGISLATION
will provide new protections for
animals confined in puppy mills. For
the first time ever, commercial dog
and cat breeders will have to obtain a
state license to operate in Minnesota.
They will now have to be inspected
by the Minnesota Board of Animal
Health that will enforce state laws to
ensure the compliance of humane
animal care standards. Additionally,
there will be civil, administrative and
criminal penalties for inhumane dog
and cat breeders. Minnesota’s new
law even requires that “animals must
be provided daily enrichment” and
must be provided “positive physical
contact with human beings at least
twice daily.”

Minnesota Puppy Mill

Due to encouragement from the
passage of the Canine Cruelty
Prevention Act in Missouri, animal
advocates in Minnesota worked
tirelessly to pass their own law to
protect dogs confined in abusive
and neglectful puppy mills. While
Minnesota does not have nearly as
many puppy mills as Missouri, it is
home to some of the worst puppy
mills in the country. In the past, the
Alliance’s Executive Director, Bob
Baker, has investigated numerous
puppy mills in Minnesota and
uncovered breeding dogs living in
horrendous conditions. Baker stated
that, “most upsetting was coming
across a breeder who was performing
her own surgeries without anesthesia,
along with other abusive practices.”

This investigation ultimately led OIG
to issue a critical report on puppy
mills concluding that the current
enforcement process was “ineffective
against problematic dealers.” This
report was issued in May 2010
and provided valuable evidence in
support of the Prop B ballot initiative
that eventually resulted in the
passage of the new puppy mill law
in Missouri.

This legislation received wide
support with over 400 veterinarians
and vet techs signing a petition for
its passage. It also had the support
of over 50 animal organizations
including Animal Folks which played
a key role in gaining passage of
the law.

We are thankful that another state
has gained added protections for
puppy mills dogs. It is heartening to
know that our new Canine Cruelty
Prevention Act played a small part in
encouraging advocates in Minnesota
to take a positive step towards ending
The recently enacted “Dog and Cat
Breeder Regulation Law” in Minnesota puppy mill cruelty in their state.

Due to limited space, the following list of donor recognition includes gifts made to the Alliance as a memorial or tribute received from
September 1, 2013 through August 31, 2014. We apologize for any errors or omissions. Please call 314-361-3944 to make a correction.

Gifts in Honor of…
Bob Baker by Anonymous
Carmen Carlton by Barbara Ann and Richard Hughes
Dale and TJ Lindhorst by Brigid O’Brien
Florine Marks’s Bat Mitzvah by Joyce Sonn
Irene Fox’s 80th Birthday by Mary Schwartz
Jeff McClinton by Ashley Cox
Joann Stephan by Nancy Grove; Jay Stephan
Julie Dolnick by Greg and Kate Dolnick
Kim Hedlesten “dedicated rescuer” by Lois Moore
Lisa Ashley by Dr. and Mrs. James Compton
Marriage of Matt Bell and Stefanie Schroeder by
Charles and Verla Sullivan
Nancy Grove by James and Dudley Grove
Tricia Rouff by Steven and Jacqueline Rouff
Gifts in Honor of Companions…
“Abbie” and “Bailey” by Mark Corman
All the mill dogs who have suffered by Joan Purk
All the puppies by Sharon Gartin
All my pets over the years by Doris Schneider
All of our grandpets by Charles and Verla Sullivan
“Brandi” and “Romeo” by Sabrina Bonnette
“Cheri” by Joan Hempen
“Dolly” by Kathryne Valentine
“Jazzy” by Marva Ervin
“Josie” by Eveline Moore
“Kashi” by Sandra Bice
“Lilly”, “Molly”, “Jess”, and “Cody” by
Jonathan and Carol Epstein
“Marshall William Allen” Krull by Terri Gates
“Marvin” by Jeffress Hailand
“Mr. Big” by Debi Herman
My 6 furry kids by Dwila Funk
My puppy mill Great Pyrenees by Anonymous
Pawnee Pups and Cats by Dana Bleakley
“Penny” by Russell and Mildred Hill
“Pupper” by Elaine Crawford
“Ruby” by Susanne McDaniel
“Sophie” our pampered poodle by Cynthia Pavlu
“Wezzie” and “Barney” Sander by Leanna Moilanen
Gifts in Memory of…
Bob Sostman by Anonymous
Bruce Morosohk by Joann Stephan
Daryl Hagamann by Liz and Sam Rudder
Jim Richardson DVM by Barbara England
Jim Suhling by Kevin Beckerle; Fiserv;
Jenise Kramer; Sandra Suhling; Diann and Al Valenti
Joyce Platt by Robert and Laurie Janes
Marlyn Sisler by Carl and Kelly Imo
Robert Crittenden by Janice Crittenden
Ruth McCrain by David and Karen Coleman
Shaun Carlile by Dianne Carlile

Baker reported his findings to both
the Office of Inspector General (OIG)
and the U. S. Attorney’s Office in St.
Paul. It was the documentation of
these horrific conditions at Minnesota
breeding mills that helped prompt
the eventual first-hand investigation
of commercial dog breeders by OIG.
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WE SALUTE RECENT CONTRIBUTORS

Minnesota Puppy Mill

Gifts in Memory of Companions…
A little dog named “Patty Sue” by Nancy Transue
“Abby” and “Katie” by Jeff and Jane Taylor
All dogs who were born and died in a puppy mill
by Lori Williamson
All the puppy’s parents in mills! by Sharon Gartin
“April”, “May” and “June”, three special kittens by C. Peitzmeyer

“Arthur” and “Theo” by Rita Hanley
“Bear” and “Ben” by Steve and Jill Hoven
“Bosley” Dunlap by Jean and Tony Bruns
“Buoy” by DeeAnn Sharpless
“Buster” by Joan Wiegers
“Casey” by Patrick Murphy
“Chamois” by Nancy Wakefield
“Chisum Barr” by Nancy, Max and NataLee Harris
“Cici” Phillips by Joann Stephan
“Cleo”, “Jet” and “Denim” by Nancy Wakefield
“Cookie” by Therese Hendry
“Duke” and “Dee” by Patricia Hutchison
“Duke” Wilson by Nancy Grove; TJ and Dale Lindhorst; Joann
Stephan; Diann and Al Valenti; Ron Edwards;
Richard and Nancy Singer
“Dusty” and “Rowdy” by Janice Chilton
“Frank” by Joann Stephan
“Gracie” and “Max” Wagener by Diann and Al Valenti
“Hercules” by Jean and Tony Bruns
“Honey” and “Handsome” by Judy Lazarus
“Jack” by Denise Fields and Larry Garrett
“Jack” Williams by Rusty Hermann
“Jackie” by Jill Mitchell
“Jellicle” Lindhorst by Brigid O’Brien
“Jena” by Mark Compton
“Jessie” Burton by Mary Caylor
“Joey”, “Duffy” and “Scotti” by Carol Albert
“Licorice” by Jeff Kinman
“Ling Ling” and “Marlo” by Susan Pral
“Lizzy” and “Lilly” by Sharon Ott
“Lobo” by Lisa and Rick Ashley
“Lola” Dubman by Rusty Hermann
“Maggie” Friedman-Crook by TJ and Dale Lindhorst
“Mindy”, “Kissy”, “Buffy”, “Molly”and “Abby” my sweet dogs by Linda Cottrell
“Mira” Cooper by Marilyn Wechter
“Missy” and “Abby” Sanders by Rusty Hermann
“Murphy” and “Bogart” by Hanne Hartmann-Phipps
“Nefer” by Jean Light
“Noah” by Dwila Funk
“Olivia” by Tracey Horner
“Pebbles” and “Hazel” by Bradley Abrams
“Pepper” and “Tala” by Marva Ervin
“Phoebe” by Nancy Shepherd
“Princess Heidie” by Dianne Crowley
“Q” Dishno by TJ and Dale Lindhorst
“Rex” by Jaquelyn Luongo
“Roxie” by Ginger Breckenridge
“Rudi”, “Benson”, and “Louie” by Lisa Reddan
“Sam”, “Charlie” and “Smokey” by Marilyn Hunt
“Sheeska” by Sandra Bice
“Shyboy” and “Cholo” by Maureen McEntire
“Sidney” and “Copper” by Janet Weaver
“Smokey” and “Foxey” by Adele Sellers
“Sugar Ray” by Jo Ellen Levens
“Tinker” by Kim and Gregg Thorsen
“Tippy” dog and “Tippy” cat by C. Peitzmeyer
“Trigger #1” by Bob Schure
“Tucker” Sincoff by Ellen Golman
“Willow” Green by Tracy Buck
“Zachary” by Linda Giese
“Zoe” and “Frodo” by Judith Richardson
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remaining commercial dog breeders.

50,000 FEWER DOGS IN PUPPY MILLS

Figures obtained from the Missouri
Department of Agriculture indicate that
there are over 50,000 less breeding
dogs confined in puppy mills in
Missouri today than compared to just
four years ago. This is 50,000 less dogs
that are suffering neglect and abuse in
a cruel puppy mill. Equally impressive,
this has resulted in at least 350,000 less
puppies being churned out every year
to add to the surplus dog problem in the
country. We can also be thankful that the
dogs remaining in commercial breeding
establishments are now afforded improved
standards of care as a result of the new
law. They also have the added protections
and safeguards resulting from an increase
in state inspections as well as vital
oversight by the Attorney General’s office.

From the beginning of the Prop B
Campaign to end puppy mill cruelty in
Missouri, until present time, we have
witnessed the demise of over 1,200
puppy mills in the state. The newly
mandated standards of care, combined
with increased enforcement efforts, have
served to drive hordes of inhumane
puppy mills out of business. Once cruel
dog breeders realized they could no
longer easily exploit dogs for a quick
profit, they chose to stop breeding
dogs. Another encouraging fact is that
the average number of dogs housed
by the remaining facilities has also
declined, meaning less overcrowding and
a better chance that the dogs will receive
necessary care. While Missouri’s new law
has rid the state of over 1,200 puppy mills,
it has also significantly improved living
conditions for dogs confined by the

In addition to the enhanced standards of
care and increased enforcement efforts,
the resultant publicity on the puppy

mill issue in Missouri has been largely
responsible for over 50 communities
across the nation banning the sale
of dogs in pet stores. The City of Los
Angeles specifically mentioned Missouri
puppy mills as the reason for their ban
on the sale of puppies in pet stores. Most
recently, Chicago and Cook County have
banned the sale of puppies in pet stores.
Puppy millers are greatly distraught over
these ordinances as they are drying up
their markets. Several counties and even
the state of Connecticut have enacted
ordinances restricting pet stores from
selling puppies from breeders with
violations on their inspection reports. These
ordinances are also helping to stop the
trade in puppy mill dogs and causing great
angst among puppy mill breeders here in
Missouri.
While we have so much more to
accomplish, we can confidently declare
that we are finally on the road to ending
puppy mill cruelty.

Open Your Heart Gala

This year’s
, “Fur-de-Lis”, was a French-inspired fundraising event held at
Lucas Park Grille in St. Louis. Attendees enjoyed the variety of French cuisine while guest artists, Serena Boschert
and Timothy E. Wagner, each painted live an original piece of art which they donated to the live auction. New this
year, and popular to those in attendance, was a wine raffle wherein the selection included a $125 bottle of Cabernet
Sauvignon, and “Paws for a Party,” unique gatherings offered in the silent auction. These parties were generously
donated by and held at the homes of Brook Dubman (wine and dessert) and Ed and Connie Throop (Mexican fiesta
dinner).
The Alliance is very grateful for the generosity of the guests, in-kind, auction and program ad donors and the hard
work of our volunteers and committee members. A heartfelt thanks to the following sponsors whose benevolence
helped us surpass our fundraising goal: Carol House Furniture, Bob Barker, David and Kelly Backes, Joe Hanon,
Dale and TJ Lindhorst, Scott and Laurie Livingston, Nancy Grove, Mary Massey, Dan and Sandy Mickelson, Helix
Realty, and Guy Link of The Cornerstone Insurance Group.
In 2015, the Alliance will be celebrating its 25th anniversary. Plans are currently underway to celebrate this milestone
at the Open Your Heart Gala in February. Details will be forthcoming soon. Please visit our website at maal.org for
more information, to request an invitation, or become a sponsor of this special event!

USDA FINALLY SAYS NO TO FOREIGN PUPPY MILLS
extreme temperatures while housed in
cramped conditions without adequate food,
water or care. Custom officials estimated
that 1 in 4 puppies died while in transport to
the U. S.

A six-year-old victory for dogs is finally
being implemented by the U. S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA). The Farm Bill,
passed by Congress in 2008, contained
an amendment prohibiting the importation
of puppies less than 6 months of age for
the purpose of resale. This amendment
was necessary due to the large number of
puppies being imported into this country
from puppy mills in Eastern Europe, China,
and even Mexico. These foreign puppy mills
have absolutely no oversight and commonly
raise dogs in horrendous conditions. In
addition, there is a high mortality rate
associated with these puppies due to the
length of transport. During their journeys,
puppies often suffer from exposure to

Unfortunately, these foreign breeders
operated with impunity for years as there
were no regulations in the countries of
export for the humane care of the breeding
animals or regulations on how the puppies
were transported to the U. S. The fact that
these animals are often sold at cheaper
prices than U. S. puppy mills charge is
clear evidence of the despicable conditions
in which these dogs are raised when the
foreign mills have the added expense of
shipping their puppies extremely long
distances, oftentimes, half-way around
the world. Shockingly, some consumers
were willing to pay more for an imported
puppy thinking they were buying an exotic
breed of dog. While many thought that this
imported cruelty was halted with a ban
on the sale of foreign-bred puppies with
passage of the 2008 Farm Bill, USDA, the

The Animals Need Your E-Mail Address

agency responsible for its enforcement,
never bothered to promulgate regulations to
enforce such prohibition.
This August, after a six-year delay, USDA
finally announced the issuance of a federal
rule prohibiting the importation of puppies
into the U. S. for resale purposes. This long
overdue rule will end the flood of tens of
thousands of puppies entering the U. S.
and, hopefully, lead to the closure of some
of these inhumane foreign puppy mills.
The new federal rule requires that all
puppies being imported for resale purposes
be over 6 months of age, in good health,
and fully vaccinated. Since all dogs from
foreign markets would have to be over
6 months of age, it is unlikely that these
animals would be able to compete with
much younger and cuter puppies that are
often marketed at 8 – 12 weeks of age.
Hopefully, this will dry up the demand for
foreign-bred dogs. Under this new rule,
violators can be fined $10,000.

Please make sure that we have a current e-mail address for you on file so we can let you know
when it is necessary to contact your legislators and public officials on important issues affecting
animal welfare. We can only accomplish what we do with your help. Your calls, letters and e-mails
to legislators truly do make a difference for the animals. If you do not have access to e-mail,
please drop us a note with your telephone number so we can contact you as needed. Thank you.
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The Alliance’s 6th Annual Mardi Growl
The Alliance’s 6th Annual Mardi Growl celebration was held Friday,
February 28 at the Berg Event Space in Kansas City.

This year’s festivities featured music from Billy Ebeling and the Late
for Dinner Band, a lively auction hosted by auctioneer extraordinaire
Terry DaVolt, great food from Delish! Catering, photography by Jennifer
Johnson, face painting from Sister Act, and tarot readings tfrom Kate
Sinnett and Audrey Hazzard!
Mardi Growl Queen Britton Hunter and King Mark Samuel were crowned
and “Mason” was elected as the Pet Grand Marshall.
Thank you to the planning committee members: Kaci Moran, Susan
Kaufmann, Teri Koenig, Nancy Lines, Barbara Lach, and Joan Nickum.
Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers that made set up, event
management and tear down such a great success.
A huge thanks to Ron Berg and Sheri Stamper and the staff at the
Berg Event Space as well as the many individuals and businesses that
contributed items for our auctions.
Mark your calendars for Mardi Growl 2015 on Friday, February 20!
We’ll have some great new things waiting for you so let’s laissez les
bontemps roulez!
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Please Contact Senator Claire McCaskill - Ask Her to Co-Sponsor the PAST Act/S.1406
When the horse is ready to enter the show
ring, the trainer then places chains around the
horse’s ankles to aggravate the wounds, as the
chains slide up and down the ankles further
irritating the “sored” legs as the horse travels
around the show ring.

A sored walking horse from Missouri assumes an
abnormal stance to relieve the pain in its legs

Did you ever wonder how trainers of
Tennessee Walking Horses are able to teach
their horses to pick up their legs in such an
exaggerated manner? Unfortunately, the
answer far too often is not from rewards
with treats or other positive reinforcement
methods. Rather, the preferred method is
a form of torture whereby the trainers apply
chemicals or caustic blistering agents, such
as mustard oil or kerosene, to the horse’s front
legs or hooves. These painful substances
cause excruciating pain to the horse and in
response to such pain; the horse produces
an exaggerated unnatural high-stepping gait.
While such a gait appears pleasing to show
judges, it is a very agonizing experience for
the horse.
After the horse’s legs are covered in caustic
chemicals, often times the trainers will then
wrap the legs in plastic in order to “cook” the
chemicals deep into the flesh of the ankles.

As if the horse is not in enough agony, walking
horses are forced to wear heavy stacks of
pads underneath their hooves to further
accentuate the gait. These tall stacks of pads
cause the horse to stand at an unnatural angle
and, frequently, foreign objects are inserted
between these pads and the horse’s hoof to
increase the suffering.
Unfortunately, the horses are in too much pain
to be left out in pastures to walk around and
graze on grass. Instead, they are confined in
their stalls for 24 hours a day, 7 days a week,
while enduring the suffering caused by the
blistering agents.
PREVENT ALL SORING TACTICS
(PAST) ACT S.1406

Legislation has been introduced in Congress
that would significantly enhance the Horse
Protection Act, the current law addressing
this problem. The PAST Act would flat out
prohibit all acts of soring as well as the use of
any types of chains or action devices on the
lower extremity of the leg of a horse. The PAST
Act would also increase the civil and criminal
penalties for violations and would mandate
enforcement by the United States Department
of Agriculture instead of the current practice of
allowing self-regulation by the horse industry.
The PAST Act would also ban weighted shoes

and pads. This is not simply a problem in
Tennessee or in the South.

Sadly, Missouri hosts several walking horse
shows and is home to numerous walking
horse breeders and trainers.
Supporters of the PAST Act, also known as
S.1406, believe they need 60 co-sponsors
to pass this legislation in the Senate due to
fears of a filibuster. There are currently 54
co-sponsors. We desperately need Senator
McCaskill to sign on as a co-sponsor.
Please take a moment to write, email, or call
Senator Claire McCaskill and ask her to cosponsor the PAST Act/S.1406. Let her know
that we don’t need this cruelty in Missouri.
The Honorable Claire McCaskill
Hart Senate Office Building, Suite 506
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-6154
You can contact her at www.mccaskill.senate.
gov and leave your comments under
“Tell Claire Your Concerns.”
Just last month at the premier Tennessee
Walking Horse National Celebration, USDA
uncovered 219 violations of the Horse
Protection Act including scars from soring,
illegal foreign substances, bilateral soring,
and illegal shoeing. Not surprisingly, a few
days after the show, the Walking Horse
National Celebration allowed their grounds
to be used for a rally in support of legalizing
cockfighting.

