DELTA
I NFORMAL
GARDENERS
IMPORTANT DATES
We meet on the fourth
Monday of each month,
7:30 pm at the Brentwood
Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street
in Brentwood.
Board Meetings are held on
the first Tuesday, (after the first
Monday), of each month,
7:30 pm in the Fireside Room.

Propagation Workshop

Propagation for the 2018
season has begun. Meet us at
Wolfe Ranch every Saturday
10–noon. Bring gloves,
clippers, and a friend.

2018 General Meetings

April 23
May 21 (Date changed due to holiday)
June 25 (30th Anniversary Potluck)

2018 Board Meetings
May 8
June 5
July 3

DIG’s 2018 Plant Sale
Saturday May 12

Delta Informal
Gardeners encourages
gardening through
education and
beautification of
the community
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Getting Ready for the Sale!

We’re working hard preparing for our DIG Plant Sale on
May 12, and hope to see you all there. Here’s some April
information for you do-it-yourself gardeners.
Feed citrus trees…everything (shrubs, vines, flowers, etc.)
so they receive the nutrients needed to support spring
growth.

Pinch back mums, geraniums, and fuchsias for a bushier plant and more
flowers. Also, pinch back faded sweet pea blooms.
After your azalea and camellia flowers fade, pinch back the branch tips. This
will keep them dense, and promote more flowers next year. Feed through
October with an azalea-camellia food, once monthly after the last blossom
drops.
Watch for aphids, as they love new growth. There are organic products on the
market, or try blasting them off with a strong spray of water.
Prune lavender plants by cutting off 1/3 of the new growth. This will keep the
plant from getting too woody.
Spray or hand-pull weeds while the soil is moist, before they get too large and
out of control.
Be prepared for our
DIG Plant Sale, where
you can find almost
everything you want.
May is a great month
to plant just about
anything for a summer
harvest and colorful
blooms. We will also
have a huge array
of succulent planter creations put together by our talented member, Raquel
Orozco, perfect for Mother’s Day gifts.

Looking forward to seeing you at Wolfe Ranch on May 12th.

Helen
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MARCH 26 MEETING

Toni Gattone, Master Gardener
Our Garden
May 30th, 10:00–11:30 AM
“Purple—The Royal Color
of Your Garden”
Want to get that “Wow” factor in
your container plant designs? Join
UC Master Gardener and design
expert Shawna Anderson as she
guides you through creating
beautifully designed container
arrangements for your garden.
See other upcoming programs at
ccmg.ucanr.edu

Can You Imagine.....

As all of us who attend Spring
Propagation stick 1000s of labels
in the pots, can you believe
there was a time when we all
actually HAND-WROTE all the
labels too. What dedication and
diligence from some of our older
members! It wasn’t until 2014
that the DIG Board decided
to investigate the possibility of
computer printed labels. Boy are
we glad they did!

Our April program is one you don’t want to miss! Toni Gattone will present
“You Can Garden Forever.” Toni has worked in the gardening industry
since 1990 and gardening has always been her first love. Toni has been a
Master Gardner since 2011 and has developed her program over the years.
Toni’s program, YOU CAN GARDEN FOR LIFE! has been a labor of love,
marrying all the elements of her career path to date. She has presented her
programs to many Master Gardener chapters, garden clubs, senior groups,
nurseries and national flower & garden shows.
Our aging process does not dictate our gardening potential. Our mobility
issues do not diminish our ability to produce the garden of our dreams. We
have the power to adapt our gardens to our vision, and adapt our vision by
revising how we approach gardening.
Through utilizing adaptive gardening techniques, we honor our capacities
by gardening smarter, not harder, while looking for new ways that are kinder
to our bodies. Gardeners of all ages and abilities can hold on to their love of
gardening when holding the pruners gets tougher.
Come join Toni at our April meeting on the path to Adaptive Gardening so
you can garden for life, in comfort, with ease and joy. Visit tonigattone.com
for more information.

On that note: Don’t forget to let
Connie know when you bring
plants so that she can make labels
for them. She’ll need to know
what the plant is (name & care
info) and how many you brought.

Field Trips Highlights

Our Trip to Elk Grove was a
success! The Secret Garden in no
longer a secret and Green Acres
will become a regular stop for
some of our members. And of
course, we had a wonderful lunch
at a nearby Italian restaurant.
Stay tuned for our next field trip
in the coming months. If you
have any ideas of fun places
we can go, let Robin now at
rchoate80@yahoo.com.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS:
May 21

Alicia Molder to talk about butterfly gardens and how to encourage butterfly’s
to come to your garden.

June 25

Join us as we celebrate our 30th year at our annual pot luck. We’ll enjoy
good food, conversation and of course the variety of curious containers that
our members bring as decorations for our tables.
Happy Gardening!
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BOARD MINUTES—MARCH 6, 2018
The meeting was called to order at 7:29 pm by Helen. She reported that
DIG had received a thank you letter from Kenneth Gardner, Deer Valley
High School’s Principal for DIG’s donation to Deer Valley High School
Community-Based Instruction, which is under the supervision of Bruce
Ellison, Special Education teacher. The Community-Based program teaches
18 to 22 year olds with autism or other cognitive disabilities the real-world
skills and social norms they need to live independently.
Juli Redford, Sherry Starks and Michael Pollock will provide snacks for the
April 23rd General Meeting.
Bob reported that our April speaker is Toni Gattone. Ms. Gattone’s area of
specialty is ergonomic tools for gardening.
Ginger presented the Treasurer’s report. A discussion followed regarding a
comparison of 2017 membership v.s.2018.
Chris reported DIG membership stands at 121.
Karyn discussed ads and the cost in the Brentwood Press.
Robin reported that DIG is in need of volunteers to water our existing plants
at Wolfe Ranch. Articles for the Weeder due to Robin by Friday 10 AM
following the Board Meeting. The next Field Trip Committee Meeting is
Monday, April 30th, at Karyn’s home.
Steve reported that 2018 Propagation is underway at Wolfe Ranch! So bring
your coffee and join in the fun/work from 10-12 PM each Saturday. In
addition, we need 1 gallon plastic pots for plantings.

New Business:
The Plant Sale, May 12th, 2018, 8:30 AM to 1:30 PM. Prices are the same
as 2017 – Annuals and vegetables $2.00; Perennials $3.00; 2-3 gal. plants
$4.00; 5 gal. plants $6.00; soil $6.00; plus specialty plants, prices vary. There
was a general discussion regarding flyers, banners, signs and schedules.
There is a great need for volunteers – be sure to sign up to help.
Discussion regarding the need for a new projector screen and a new hand truck.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM.

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Refrigerator Raisin
Bran Muffins
4 cups Raisin Bran Cereal
4 eggs
2 3/4 cups sugar
1 cup oil
5 cups flour
1 quart buttermilk
5 tsp. baking soda
1 cup extra raisins
(optional, or use dried cranberries
or blueberries in place of the extra
raisins.)
2 tsp. salt
Mix raisin bran, sugar, flower well.
Add eggs, buttermilk and mix well.
This mix makes up to 5 dozen
muffins and can be stored in the
refrigerator for up to 6 weeks in a
covered container, allowing you to
make smaller batches at a time.
Bake for 20 min. at 400*.

Reminders:
DIG’s General Meeting on Monday, April 23rd at 7:30PM

Courtesy of Celia Selders

The next Board meeting will be Tuesday, May 8, 2018 at 7:30PM
The June Potluck is June 25th – be sure to mark your calendar!
DIG needs 1 gallon plastic pots
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Sue Castle, Secretary
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DIG’S 30TH ANNIVERSARY PLANT SALE

A Very Special Thank You!

May 12th - 8:30-1:30
Wolfe Ranch, 700 Creek Road, Brentwood

The most important people in
DIG right now are those who
go out to the Wolfe Ranch on
a regular basis to water our
plants. They do this even in the
rain which surprisingly doesn’t
actually get the water down
into the pots where it’s needed.
Much appreciation and heartfelt
thanks to our diehard waterers,
Connie, Carole, Bob, Robin,
Karyn, Helen, Sue & Bob, Linda,
& Raquel. If it weren’t for these
people’s dedication, we wouldn’t
have any plants to sell at our sale
or make any money to sustain
DIG’s purpose of encouraging
“interest in gardening through
education and beautification of
the community.” Please call/text
Robin at 759-0700 to help with
this huge task.

Community Spirit
Shepard’s Gate Shelter recently
asked for our help pruning the
roses at their Brentwood campus.
A group of intrepid DIGger’s
answered the call and arrived
with gloves and pruning tools to
manicure & coif the almost 100
(well it seemed like that many)
rose bushes.

WEEDER

Rain or Shine! The Saturday before Mother’s Day
For 30 years a group of gardeners has gotten together to share their
enthusiasm for plants and their environment. The faces have changed
over the years, we’ve added new ones and the old ones have a few more
smile crinkles on them, but the motivation has remained the same. We love
plants and want to see them all through our neighborhoods.
Propagation started last Fall and we are currently working every Saturday
from 10 AM to noon to get our plants ready to sell. We are currently
up-potting plants and moving others out of the greenhouse. All of our
members who volunteer help make this annual sale a success. We couldn’t
continue to do this without you. Please come out to spend some time with
us, newbies and guests are always welcome. We need people to sign up to
help at the sale; count plants, guard the holding area while our customers
continue to shop, direct traffic, help with carts, and answer questions.
(Contact Helen to sign up 925-240-1691).
We urgently need people to water on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays.
It takes some time to make sure each plant gets enough water; you can’t
just sprinkle the top, you have to fill each and every one of the 6000 plus
cans! Teams of 2 or 3 meet to take on this challenge and enjoy the peaceful
surroundings at the growing grounds. Its a fun way to get to know some of
the other members. (Contact Robin to help 925-759-0700).
Our prices will remain the same as last year. Just $2.00 for 1 gallon
annuals and $3.00 for 1 gallon perennials. Larger plants are $4 - $6, or are
priced per their specialty. You can’t beat these prices. We also have Gifts
for your Mom (or yourself) in the form of decorative planters filled with
collections of succulents and flowers. The money we make is returned
to our community in the form of donations to local schools, the library,
charities, scholarships, and food banks, etc.
Robin Choate, Editor
M E M B E R S H I P U P D AT E
Thank you to all of you who have paid your membership dues. Our total
count is now 121 members. If I called you recently with a friendly reminder
to pay your dues and you haven’t returned my call, please let me know as
soon as possible if you would like to continue your membership. My phone
number is 925-234-0395 and my email address is cartz@comcast.net. Thank
you to those of you who have contacted me regarding your membership.
After attending a few of our recent meetings and listening to our wonderful
speakers, Bernadette & Robert Buchanan from Brentwood decided to join
our membership and we couldn’t be happier! Please join me in welcoming
this couple when you see them at our next meeting or propagation session
out at the Wolfe Ranch.
Chris Artz, Membership Chair
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Plant Sale!
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It’s time for the best plant sale in the East Bay! Once again we will be offering a
wide selection of beautiful healthy plants at rock bottom prices. We’ve taken special
care this year to propagate lots of drought tolerant plants so you can feel good about
adding them to your garden. If you like succulents, we’ve got some unusual and
interesting varieties, you’ll also find some beautiful succulent arrangements for sale.
Arrive early for the best selection and be sure to bring a friend!

Saturday, May 12

8:30 AM–1:30 PM • RAIN OR SHINE
Wolfe Ranch, Brentwood
1 Gallon Annuals .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2
1 Gallon Perennials .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $3
2-3 Gallon Plants .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $4
5 Gallon Plants .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $6

Succulents and Specialty Items.  .  Individually Priced

WE ACCEPT
CASH or
LOCAL CHECKS

No Resellers Please.

CRE E K
ROAD

C O N CORD AV E NUE
Map not to scale.

WA L N UT B O U L E VA R D

FA IRV I E W AV E NU E

BA LFOUR ROAD

Wolfe Ranch

Our growing grounds and plant sale are located at Wolfe Ranch, 700 Creek
Road, Brentwood. From Downtown Brentwood, follow Balfour Avenue
West, turn left at Fairview, left at Concord Avenue, and left at Creek Road.
Follow Creek Road down about a quarter mile. You’ll see us on the left.

We encourage you to bring a cart or wagon
to help make your plant shopping easier.

deltainformalgardeners.org

BrentwoodDIG

Help Make Our Communities Greener with Plants from DIG!

DIG Membership
PO Box 66
Brentwood, CA 94513
ATTN: Chris Artz

Please fill out the membership form
and mail it along with your dues to
the address above. You may also
bring your form and dues to the
next general meeting.
Individual Membership...............$15
Family Membership....................$20
(PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)

Please make checks payable to DIG.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY
STATE
ZIP
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE LIST YOUR AREA(S) OF GARDENING INTEREST OR EXPERTISE

New Member

Renewal

Directions
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DIG meets on the fourth Monday
of each month at 7:30 pm at the
Brentwood Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street in
Brentwood.
Winter and Spring potting up
events, as well as our annual plant
sale, are held at Wolfe Ranch,
700 Creek Road, Brentwood.
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Delta Informal Gardeners

| PO Box 66

|

Brentwood, CA 94513

Delta Informal Gardeners
PO Box 66
Brentwood, CA 94513

