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Above - Nassau’s original “boys of summer”
from the 1890s. Front row left to right: Clayton Roth, unidentified, Charles Kosegarten,
unidentified, Harry Bateman, George Seeley. Back row left to right: John Vandenberg,
Harry Bull, Otto Kosegarten, Ralph Cooper,
Guy New. In front team mascot Fritz Kosegarten.
Below, the 1959 Champion Cubs. Front
row right to left: Ken Merchant, Billy Peters,
Larry Laraway, Mark Shuttleworth, Bruce
Walcott. Top row right to left Manager Cliff
Laraway, John Shuttleworth, Mike Thoma,
Dave Sweeney, Billy Kuch, Steve Cooper,
Burton Miller and Coach Jack Shuttleworth.
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by Kurt Vincent

hile some would argue exactly what the National Sport is, for
many in Nassau the answer is simple – baseball. Encompassing
many variations over the years – men’s teams, softball teams,
Babe Ruth teams and perhaps the most long-lived - Little League teams,
all have been played here in the village. That old story that Abner Doubleday
of Cooperstown “invented” the game has been largely discredited, but there’s
evidence of young men playing baseball here as far back as the post-Civil War
years.
Newspaper reports of the day delivered the news of the “Nassau Nine
crossing bats with the Castleton Mutuals” and a Fourth of July game in
Kinderhook saying it was “one of the best games ever played.” Using colorful language that has made sports reporting famous “The Delawares of
Albany held the Nassau tribe hitless in a whitewash 9 to 0 game at Electric
Park.” In 1931 it was reported “the Nassau team is composed of the fastest semi-professional players in the Capital District.” Young men and older
teenagers made up the teams through the 1940s. After the war however, the
focus turned more to younger boys as Little League teams became popular.

In 1959 a minor sensation was created when the Cubs won the Nassau
Little League Championship. Winning 16 out of 18 regular season games
followed by two of three subsequent playoffs, it was the first time the Cubs
beat the Nassau Red Sox, Pirates and Yankees to become Little League
champs.
The Cubs were coached by Jack Shuttleworth and managed by Cliff
Laraway. With pitchers – David Sweeney and John Shuttleworth, the rest
of the team included Burton Miller, Clayton Miller, Billy Peters, Larry
Laraway, Mark Shuttleworth, Bruce Walcott, Ken Merchant, Bill Kuch,
Mike Thoma, Stephen Cooper, Michael Farley, Gary Durham and Bruce
Carpenter.
The program book for the season included the objectives of the League,
reading in part “to implant firmly in the boys of the community the ideals
of good sportsmanship, honesty, loyalty, courage and reverence...so they
will grow up to be worthy citizens of their country and community,” and
“the making of a star or the winning of games is secondary to the molding
of good citizens of the future.” It goes without saying the League then was
open to boys only and often a family affair with coaches and managers having multiple sons on their teams.
The statistics of the season were compiled by a man often called
“Mr. Baseball” and honored many years later by having the present Little
League field on John Street named in his honor – James Lamb. A native
of the Bronx and father of five daughters, he became a resident of Nassau
in 1928. Serving as Village Justice of the Peace and Town Judge, Justice
Lamb was Baseball Commissioner for over 30 years.
The 1959 top hitters were David Sweeny, followed by Ed Phelps, Mike
Thoma, John Shuttleworth, Ken Merchant, Larry Cooper, Paul DiSanto,
Burton Miller, Andy Kahnle, Milt Thompson and Steve Wheeler. Larry
Cooper was the homerun Champion with five for the season. Mike Thoma,
Sr. donated prizes to the leading batter and for each homerun hit in the
regular season which ran from mid-June to mid-August.
Other team managers and coaches included Jim Van Deusen and Bob
Sweeney of the Red Sox; Ed Philips, Sr. and Les Hanson, Pirates; and Bill
McKever and Arnold LeFevre for the Yankees. Al Peters was umpire in
chief with Tom Colloton and John Mantica serving as announcers. In those
days the field was located off of the East Schodack-Nassau Road, now referred to as County Route 7, just past the Village line down Elm Street to
the left of the former Speedy Sales. Located on private property, the field
was named after the Merchant family, long-time Nassau residents.
Since 1974 the home of Nassau’s Little League’s has been on John
Street. Once the site of both the Nassau Fair and one of the earliest baseball
diamonds in Nassau, the players now include both boys and girls in the
National Game. While many things have changed over the years, the cry of
“Play Ball!” will once again ring out in Nassau on opening day – Saturday,
May 2nd. Thanks to Russell (Hoppy) Decker, Mike Thoma, Pat Piniazek
and David Phelps for pictures.
Top two photographs are from Merchant’s Field, the first home of the Nassau Little League. These photographs are from the early 1960s. Below cover
of the 1957 Program Book, indicating it was the second year of the League. Bottom Dad Edward Phelps coaches his sons on the sport of baseball in
this 1957 photo. From left to right are Kenneth Phelps, father Edward Phelps, David Phelps (sitting,) son Edward Phelps and Paul Phelps.
If you would like to share your Nassau stories and/or pictures contact us at info@nassau12123.com or telephone Mr. Vincent at 766-2291.
We would love to include your material in a future edition.

