
Applied Behavior Analysis and Speech 

Language Pathology: Inter-collaboration 

for Enhanced Outcomes 

Speech-language pathologists (SLPs) and 
professionals in applied behavior analysis (ABA) 
(along with many other disciplines, such as OT, 
teacher, etc.) frequently participate as members 
of support tams for children with autism.  
Collaboration between these professionals can 
enhance the team’s work, since each 
professional brings valuable resources to the 
table.  However, overlapping areas of expertise, 
different terms used for similar instructional 
elements, and variations in addressing the same 
problems may complicate the collaborative 
process.  This gap between ABA professionals 
and SLPs appears to be growing even wider and 
if not addressed, can begin to have negative 
consequences for individuals on the spectrum.  
This presentation will discuss the differences 
and issues that complicate collaboration.  
Examples of the widening gap will be provided 
from the field.  Potential strategies to overcome 
these challenges and foster collaboration will be 
discussed.  Lastly, case studies will be provided 
illustrating the importance of inter-collaboration. 
 

Outcomes 
 

Following the presentation, participants will be 
able to: 
 
1. Identify areas of overlapping expertise and 
roles for the SLPs and behavior analysts. 
2. Describe at least 3 common misconceptions 
of applied behavior analysis. 
3. Describe at least 3 common misconceptions 
of speech pathology. 
4. Identify potential strategies to enhance 
collaboration between the speech pathologist 
and the behavior analyst. 
 
 
 

SCHEDULE 
  
7:30-8:15       Registration & Continental                                                  
           Breakfast 
 
8:15-8:30       Announcements  
  
8:30-10:15     Definitions of Inter-collaboration 
                      Review of challenges to 
                      inter-collaboration between SLP 
                      and Behavior Analysts (BA) 
                      Review of the benefits of 
                      inter-collaboration 
  
10:15-10:30   Morning Break  
  
10:30-12:00   Overview of SLP competencies 
                      and BA competencies 
                      Sample of clinical applications of 
                      these competencies 
  
12:00-1:00     Buffet Luncheon 
                       
  
1:00-3:00      Strategies to promote 
                      inter-collaboration  
                     Characteristics of an effective 
                      Inter-collaborative Team  
  
3:00-3:15      Break  
  
3:15-4:00      Review of case studies   
                     Q&A 

 
Directions 

  
From Points North: Take exit 4 off the Northway (I-87) 
At the end of the ramp, take a left. At the next traffic 
light, take another left. At the next light take a right 
onto Wolf Road. The Radisson is on the left approx. 2 
blocks.  
  
From Points East: Thruway to exit B1, to 90 West to 
exit 1N (I-87). Take exit 4 and take a right off the exit. 
The Radisson Inn is 1/4 mile on the left.  
  
From Points West or South: Thruway to Exit 24 
(Albany). Get on the Northway/I-87 North (exit 1N). 
Take exit 4 (Wolf Road/ Albany Airport). Take a right 
off the exit. The Red Lion Inn is 1/4 mile on the left. 

Registration Form 
   

Postmarked 
By: 

November 

4th  

After 
November 
4th 

On Site 
November 
19th 

CASHA $110 $130 $140 

Non-Member $175 $185 $205 

Full Time 
Student 
Member 

$50 $55 $60 

Full Time 
Student Non 
Member 

$60 $65 $70 

  
 Payment due in full. No vouchers or purchase are 
orders accepted  
  
*Regional Affiliation_____________________ 
**Signature of Program Chairperson 
____________________________________  
  
Sorry, there is no telephone registration.  

  
Please print clearly and return with payment to: 
Denise Senick-Pirri   
14 Ridgefield Way,  
Watervliet, NY 12189  
  
Name:_______________________________  
  
Address:_____________________________  
  
Phone #:_____________________________  
  
E-mail:_______________________________  
  
Total Amount Enclosed:_________________  
  
Purchase Orders NOT accepted.  
  
Please make checks payable to CASHA No 
refunds after November 3rd 2019 



Joanne Gerenser, Ph.D. 
 

Joanne is the executive director of the Eden 

II Programs in Staten Island, NY.  Eden II is 

a set of programs providing educational, 

vocational and residential services to children 

and adults with autism.  She is a member of 

the faculty of Penn State Professional 

Development Certificate Program in Autism.  

She received her Master’s degree in Speech 

and Hearing Sciences at the Ohio State 

University and her Ph.D. Speech and Hearing 

Science from the City University of New 

York Graduate Center.  She is Vice-Chair of 

the Scientific Advisory Council for the 

Organization for Autism Research.  She is the 

founder and past president of the Board for 

the Council of Autism Service Providers, a 

national coalition of autism service 

providers.  Dr. Gerenser is co-editor of the 

book ABA for SLPs: Interprofessional 

Collaboration for Autism Support Teams, 

and has authored several book chapters and 

articles on autism and developmental 

disabilities.  She sits on a number of 

professional advisory boards for Autism 

Service Providers nationally and 

internationally. 

 
Disclosure statement 

 
Joanne Gerenser, Ph.D. has no non-financial 
relationships to disclose. She has financial 
relationships to disclose: She is a co-editor 
of book on related topic. She will be given a 
fee for presenting for CASHA.   

 
 
 

                                          
      
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CASHA’s 
Annual Fall Conference 

Friday, November 15, 2019 

Red Lion Inn, (former Holiday Inn)       
    205 Wolf Road, Colonie, NY 

 
Presented by Capital Area Speech-Language and 

Hearing  Association Albany, New York 

 

Applied Behavior Analysis 

and Speech Language 

Pathology: Inter-

collaboration for 

Enhanced Outcomes 

Joanne Gerenser, Ph.D. 
 
 

 

This course is offered for .6 ASHA CEUs 

(Intermediate level,  Professional area.) 
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