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Hello everyone, just a reminder to attend LCBA meeting Friday the 11th We are happy to have Don
Schram from Michigan this week addressing anyone that may have a queen rearing program in their future, Don is a full-time bee keeper and you can see his bio elsewhere in the Buzzzz.

For those who started beekeeping this year this is good place for you to start producing your own
queens and take the next step in your learning curve, because at some point you will need a queen. For
the experienced beekeeper it is about time you learn something new, there are several ways to produce
good quality queens of your own making, so step up to the plate and take a swing, what do you have to
lose!
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• Apiary Registration
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Again, as a reminder June is When LCBA holds The Greatest Field Day on earth at QRC, and as always
it is free to one and all, we will have Tom Nolan from (NOD apiaries) Nature’s Own Design and He will
speak about Mite-Away II and its use, a very
good product for the control of Varroa, the
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Don’t miss the Varroa train
This post, bound to be wildly unpopular, is a reminder about Varroa mites. At this
time of year, when colonies are large without a mite in sight, it’s easy to underestimate them. But like a terrorist cell, they work in secret. They know their time will
come.
During spring build-up of honey bee colonies, the bees out-produce the mites. But
come late summer when drone production stops and worker production slows, the
mites will out-produce your bees. If you are not ready for the reversal, your hive
may not survive till spring.
It is hard to make winter preparations in the heat of the summer. But if you wait until October to think about overwintering, you will have already missed the Varroa
train. In fact, there will be no seats left on the train after August—they will be
claimed by hoards of mites doing their best to kill your colony.
If you want a reasonably good chance of seeing your bees in spring, you need to
finish your winter preparations in just a little over three months from now—about 14
weeks.
“How can that be?” you wonder. Well, here’s the thing to remember about Varroa
mite treatment: How you treat is up to you, but when you treat is not. Here’s why:
Summer honey bees live four to six weeks, but winter bees can live six months or
more. The winter survival of your colony is directly dependent on the health and
vigor of those winter bees. If they are weakened by mites or viruses, your colony
has little chance of survival.
But it’s your summer colony that has to raise the winter bees. To produce a healthy
winter population, they must raise winter bees in an environment free of both Varroa mites and the diseases they carry. The winter bees will be raised in September
or October, which means that in most of North America, your colony needs to be
virtually mite-free by the first of September.
Now is the time to decide on a treatment regimen. Many options are available from
powdered sugar to organic acids to commercial pesticides, as well as various management strategies such as drone trapping and hive splitting. I urge you to read
about the pros and cons of each and to avoid commercial pesticides whenever
possible.
Regardless of the option you choose, you must make a plan. For example, using
powdered sugar alone requires weekly applications from now till winter, so you
need to get started. If you plan to use one of the organic acids, you may need to
order the product and accumulate the necessary equipment and know-how. If you
are going to trap drones or restrict egg laying, now is the time.
So yes, I know it’s only May, but if you want to derail the mites before they rule your
winter hive, it’s not too soon to start.
Rusty
HoneyBeeSuite
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Don Schram Guest Speaker
Topic: (Super) Simple Queen Rearing, Using Swarming Triggers and
Splits

Don Schram is a full-time, small scale, commercial beekeeper in Southeast Michigan, who has been producing chemical free nucs and queens for
the past 12 years. He has held board positions in local and regional beekeeping clubs, as well as having served as Secretary of the Michigan Beekeepers' Association for 8 years. He has given talks all over the Midwest,
as well as the American Beekeeping Federation (ABF) national conference.
Queen rearing is an interesting topic that conjures up images of little cups, esoteric tools,
and magic timing. But, in reality, it's so easy, even bugs can do it!
Whether you want to split your own hives for good bee management, or if you want to make
a few hundred queens for resale, this topic is for you. Presented in a simple, easy to understand format, we'll cover the triggers that
cause our bees to swarm in the spring, and
how to utilize those triggers to produce
queens throughout the summer. Building on
the basics of the bees' natural instinct to reproduce, we'll also learn ways to maximize
their productivity and the different ways we
can either profit with our skills, share genetics
with each other, or simply make a "parts kit"
for our own hives. This is a class geared to all
levels of beekeepers.
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LCBA 2018 Upcoming Events and News:
All meetings start at 7 pm at Life Church in Grafton unless specified.
May 11

"Queen Rearing” presented by Don Schram

June 2

Field Day hosted by Queen Right Colonies
Meal Tickets for Field Day are available Presale at the meeting on Friday, $10

Thank you to our Volunteer LCBA Community Speakers

Marking Queen Color

“Most bee

stings are the
result of
inattentiveness

LCBA would like to thank the following volunteers for giving the following community
lectures:
Amherst Public Library, April 23 at 6:30 - Larry & Brenda Theurer
Earth Day at Richland Correctional Institution, May 4, 1-3 pm – Richard Sprague
Milan Public Library, May 19 at noon - Richard Anderson
Kindercare, Elyria, June 12 at 10 am – Emily Cheney
Kindercare, Avon, June 20 at 10 am – Emily Cheney
South Lorain Public Library, July 31 at 6 pm – Emily Cheney
Thank you for taking the time to educate the community regarding beekeeping!
It is greatly appreciated!

on the

beekeepers
part.”

LCBA Video library
Don’t forget about LCBA Video library. Bill Vittori brings the Video library with him to the monthly
meetings so you see what is available. These resources will help you in beekeeping whether you are
new or have been a beekeeper for years. There is a small deposit fee if you borrow them that is
returned when you bring back the videos. Be sure to return them at the next meeting so others can
also view and enjoy them.

2018 Mentoring List - Bee / Class Questions
Remember to “Phone a Friend” if you have questions we have several members willing to mentor.

Debbie Fyda

Ashland

419-869-7042

Bonnie Pierson

North Ridgeville

440-327-4593

Tom Roth

Amherst

440-988-2757

Richard Sprague

Sullivan

440-591-9453

Mike Yuhas

Olmsted Falls / Twp.

440-644-0233

David Zemancik

Medina

330-625-3852
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Lorain County Beekeepers Association will be celebrating their 100th Anniversary
October 2019. If you are interested in joining the planning committee, please let a
board member know!
The next Anniversary Planning Meeting is Monday, June 18 at 7 pm at Life Church

Is it true a drone has a grandfather but no father?
Bee-yond Bees
Bees are more
than a hobby; they
are a life study, in
many respects a
mirror of our own
society.
—William
Longgood

Someone asked me why their honey bee workers were different sizes. I can’t give a concrete
answer to this question, but it brings up the subject of honey bee genetics.
Honey bees, like many other insects in the order Hymenoptera, have a sex determination
system known as haplodiploidy. In this system, the sex of an individual is determined by the
number of chromosomes the individual has. Fertilized eggs have two sets of chromosomes
and become female. Unfertilized eggs have only one set of chromosomes and become male.
In the case of honey bees, the sex of each offspring is determined by the queen. On her mating flights, which occur shortly after she matures, the queen mates with multiple drones—
perhaps as many as 12 to 15. This is called polyandry, which means “many males.” The
sperm from these males is stored together in the spermatheca where it can remain viable for
several years. As an egg passes through the oviduct, it may or may not be fertilized depending on the queen’s wishes.
The point I want to make here is that even though we refer to worker bees as “sisters,” for the
most part they are only “half-sisters.” If the queen has mated with 10 drones, for example, the
bees in the colony have one mother and 10 fathers. This can result in distinctly different genetics between individuals and could, perhaps, be the reason that bees of different sizes are
found in one colony.
Multiple mating of this type insures genetic variability within the colony—a phenomenon
which increases the colony’s chance of survival. In our example, even if the genes of one
“father” are prone to disease—and the daughters of that father do not survive—the other 90%
may be strong enough to pull the colony through.
On the downside, all the offspring of one queen and one drone (true sisters) are nearly identical. This happens because all the sperm cells produced by one drone are genetically identical
to each other—unlike the mixing that occurs when an individual has two sets of chromosomes. So in our case, the 10% of each colony that are true sisters are going to be susceptible to the same sort of environmental stressors and pathogens.
The drones in a colony—having only one set of chromosomes
from the queen—are more similar to each other than the workers are to each other. For the most genetic variability, a queen
needs to mate with drones from many different colonies.
Rusty

HoneyBeeSuite

To Promote Beekeeping through Education, Cooperation, or any other Efficient Means.

LORAIN COUNTY
BEEKEEPERS
ASSOCIATION

Covering and located in Lorain County, Ohio. LCBA was founded in 1919 as a non-profit organization committed to educating the public about the value of honeybees and the impact
honeybees have on our world. We provide educational appearances upon request for schools
and other groups. LCBA encourages and mentors beginning beekeepers through scholarship
programs for students and adult education.
Monthly Meetings

For Membership Mail to:
LCBA Membership
c/o Gargas
2410 Brook Haven Lane
Hinckley, OH 44233
Newsletter Submissions/
Questions
Email: BuzzzzEditor@gmail.com

When:

2nd Friday of the month. Beginning at 7:00 p.m. until
9:30 p.m.

Where: Life Church (Google Maps Link)
1033 Elm Street

Classifieds
Nucleus (NUC) Beehives
Taking orders now for five Frame Nucs. Available first week of April.
$180 per Nuc. No deposit required. Cash check or card at time of
pickup. No frame or equipment exchange. All Nucs come in plastic
coated cardboard boxes. Contact Morris Hinton 440-281-2688 for
details” Hinton Apiaries (hintonapiary1@gmail.com)
We’re on the Web!
www.loraincountybeekeepers.org

DISCLAIMER: The BUZZZZ places Classified items as a courtesy to paid members of LCBA
and paid ads for non members. The BUZZZZ and LCBA make no promises, warranties, or
representations as to Classifieds and Advertisements and will not be responsible for any
problems incurred from purchasing items placed for advertising in The BUZZZZ. Any items
purchased through these ads are at the purchasers own risk, on an "AS IS" and "AS AVAILABLE" basis and any risk of using is assumed by you; . The BUZZZZ & LCBA.

DID YOU KNOW DONATIONS TO LCBA DEDUCTIBLE
Lorain County Beekeepers Association is now a 501c(3) organization. Any donations made to LCBA
are now tax deductible.

The BUZZZZ Advertising Fees
Members can place classified ads a maximum of four lines (approximately 3/4 inch by 3¾ quarter inch)
for free on a one time basis. If the same ads are placed for more than a month, there will be a fee for
placing the ads. There will also be a fee if ads are larger than the size listed above. Ads will run in the
newsletter which is posted on the LCBA website and emailed to our member circulation and billed
for 12 issues.
Rates for ads are as follows: Provided by customer - * LCBA Officers reserve the right, at their sole
discretion, to change, modify, add, or delete all or portions of ads for content. Terms and Policies
subject to change.
1(Full) page - $25.00 per month/issue
1/2 page ad - $18.00 per month/issue

1/4 page ad - $12.00 per month/issue
1/8 page ad - $10.00 per month/issue

If you have any questions about advertising contact:
Mike Yuhas, 440-644-0233 / buzzzzeditor@gmail.com

