February, 2020

PRESIDENTS LETTER
In anticipation of snow storms and the usual
January/February slowdown, I have piled up books,
yarn, quilting fabrics, and recipes to keep myself
entertained. Now, it seems, I’ve over planned and
am beginning to wish for more hours each day to
get through some of these projects.
Presently I have two books going, four knitting
projects, and three, soon to be four, quilts started.
January weekend storm warnings have been helpful
in keeping us close to home, so it is fun to have a
variety of diversions.
In the dead of winter it is easy to think that the
snow and cold will never end, but I have a feeling
this winter will fly by as quickly as our summer did.
I’m at a stage of life where I often think of my
handmade things as my legacy. Hopefully by spring
I will have several completed pieces to tell the story
of the productive winter of 2020.
Hope you are enjoying your winter days and
finding fun projects to feel entertained and
productive. Our next meeting is coming up soon:
February 6 at 6:30. See you soon!








MEMBER TO-DO LIST
FOR FEBRUARY 6 MEETING
Start planning for the Spring Sale. Bring in
your questions, $ to purchase sale tags, or
sample items (if you need help with pricing).
See page 2 for more info.
Bring in items to loan for Spring Sale
showcases (required for artists selling items,
see page 3)
Fill out a BSWFG scholarship application
and enroll in that class you’ve been meaning
to take! (see article on this page for link)
Return any checked out BSW library books.
Start assembling your items to sell at our
March meeting “garage“ sale – it’ll be a great
chance to move along unused art materials
and get new supplies to inspire you!

JANUARY PROGRAM
200 YEARS OF TEXTILES
Our February lecture and demo will be presented
by Sarah Tierney. She will be covering the
fundamentals of needle felting and show us step-bystep how to make a beautiful Waldorf fairy/angel.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE:
Scholarship grant applications are due on or
before our March meeting. Search out all the
available guild offerings in our area and apply for
the aid our group is now offering, up to $100 per
session once every two years.
See our website for the application.at
http://www.blacksheepweavers.com/memberservices.html.
Just click on the green 2020 BSWFG Learning
Grant Application to get started.
SPRING SALE FLYER
See the last page of this newsletter for our Spring
Sale poster. Feel free to print a copy to share with
your friends and neighbors or post at your local
community bulletin board!
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Fibers and Flowers Spring Sale 2020
Need to know for the SPRING Sale
You must be a member in good standing with dues having been paid by the February 6 meeting to be eligible
to sell you wares at the 2020 Spring Sale at Bogie Lake Greenhouse. Send your check ($25) to Black Sheep
Weavers Fiber Guild (BSFWG) P.O. Box 443, Hartland, MI 48353 or to Bonnie Janssen, 1396 Thorn Ridge Dr.
Howell, MI 48843.
We will be requesting the names of those who plan to participate in the sale as a seller and then what job and
shift you plan to work. We need many members to help make this sale a success. Annette and I were so pleased
to have so many of you help during the Holiday Sale. This makes easier work for everyone.
NOTE**** IF you are not planning on attending any of the winter evening meetings, BUT do plan to be
in the sale, PLEASE contact either Nadine or Annette and indicate that you are participating and what
job and shift you will work. It is too difficult to wait until the month of the sale to organize this event.
Sale Tags for SPRING Sale:
The February 6, March 5 and April 2 meetings will be your opportunity to purchase guild tags for items for sale
at the upcoming Holiday Sale. There are 3 sizes depending on the type of item and sell for $1 for a pack of 10.
Information on how to fill out the tags is on the Guild website.
Questions? Contact Darlene Murray at Darlene.gould.murray@gmail.com.
Please bring props!
The sale set up committee is reminding everyone to dig through their closets, garages, basements for any and all
items that may be used for displaying items in our sale. Baskets, racks of any kind, shelving displays, jewelry
neck forms/trees- anything that you think will work. Be sure you have your name written on it or some way to
designate that the prop belongs to you.
Some of you may have stored BSW props for us and it is time to locate them, dust them off and then deliver
them to the Bogie Lake Greenhouse and place them in the NE corner of the greenhouse anytime during the
week prior to the sale, April 13 – 17.
Sale set up is Friday, April 17 from 10:00am – 5:00pm.
***ALL SALE merchandise and props must be dropped off before 12:00pm on Friday.
We would prefer all major props (the bones of the set up) are on site as early as possible. Thank you!
Questions?? Nadine at nadinecloutier@comcast.net or Annette@annieswoolworks.com.
Edna Sprunk has agreed to continue developing and
updating our PROPS List. Please check in with her at each
meeting regarding what you have stored and will deliver as
well as any new props you have to offer from your personal
stash for the Guild to use.
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“SHOWCASE” OUR SALE
MERCHANDISE!

BSWFG JANUARY 9, 2020
MEETING MINUTES

The Lobby showcase at the Cromaine Library and one of
the Lobby showcases at the Hartland Community Ed
building are available to us to advertise our upcoming
sale and the various fiber arts created by the
membership. This is a FREE advertising venue to share
with the community what we do and make as well as
promote the Bogie Lake Greenhouse location.

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM.
• 30 people attended along with the presenter and her
assistant of the program.
• Our postal box number at the Hartland Post Office
will probably be changing and that will necessitate a
change on the forms available on our website.
Program & Workshop Planning
• Our future workshops are still to be finalized. The
suggestions are two: one on wet felting and one on
wool dyeing.
• Our evening program was presented by Joan
Sheridan of Heritage Spinning and Weaving in Lake
Orion, Michigan. She spoke about antique textiles
and some of the features that help date a textile.
Spring Sale Planning
• It is anticipated that we will continue the 10% sales
commission on future sales. We will review that
commission amount each January. Our spring sale at
Bogie Lake Greenhouse will be chaired by Nadine
Cloutier and Annette Schaffer.
• The dates of the spring sale will be April 18
(Saturday, 9AM-5PM) and April 19 (Sunday,
10AM-3PM).
Other topics
• Our June potluck will be at Pam McCormick’s house.
Exact date yet to be determined.
• Next year’s officers were discussed. Thia Eades will
take on the President’s role with most of the current
officers renewing their commitment.
• Michigan League of Handweavers will again offer
classes at Hope College. Members can review the
classes to be offered on their online catalog.

The sale committee is requiring each sale participant
to bring in two items, one for each showcase. Bring
items that you wish to feature or items you have
purchased from another Guild member at past BSW
sales. This is great advertising for your work as well as
the sale in general. Extra items are always appreciated
as the showcases do display lots of items. PLEASE
include an inventory list of the items on loan, clearly
label each piece with your name and label the bag or box
you transport them in. Your things will be returned at the
May meeting unless other arrangements are made.
Our Showcase contacts are Edna Sprunk/Cromaine
Library and Thia Eades/Community Ed.
Please deliver your items to them at the February, March
or April meetings. The showcases will be set up for the
month of April. If you have a “prop” that would best
display your item, please label and include that also.
Look how great our Holiday showcases looked! Thanks
to all who participated!

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM.

Cromaine Library

Community Ed Building
Commerce Library
Page 3 of 7

TEXTILES WITH INTERESTING HISTORIES
FEATURED AT OUR JANUARY MEETING
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BSWFG TREASURER’S REPORT
2019 HOLIDAY SALE
Here are the updated figures from our December 2019 Holiday sale. These numbers include in the net sales
the printing, stamps and the undercharged customer amounts.
Also, new checks were put on order with the new Guild P.O. Box number.
The new Guild address is
Black Sheep Weavers Fiber Guild
PO Box 443
Hartland, MI 48353

Sales Income
Item Sales
$15,298.00
Sales Tax
$917.88
Total Sales
$16,215.88
Sales Expenses
Sales Tax
Gifts for Hosts
Advertising
Liability Insurance
Credit Card Fees

-$917.88
-$256.00
-$120.00
-$87.00
-$298.49

SalesSupplies
Props
Stamps & Printing
Paid to Artists
undercharged customers
Net for Sale

-$14.50
-$60.86
-$135.95
-$13,768.20
-$10.46
$546.54

Breakdown
Checks+Cash
$5,195.06
Charges
Fun Facts
Highest Purchase
Lowest Purchase
Total Artists
Participating
Total Items Sold
Friday
Saturday
Average Item
Total Number of
Sales
Average Purchase

$11,020.82

$371.00
$3.18
33
790
502

Top Sellers
1
2
3
4
5

Kathy Stahl
Sarah Tierney
Annette Shaffer
Nadine Cloutier
Lisa Davis

6
7
8
9
10
11

Edna Sprunk
Janice Bhavsar
Cindy Geist
Carrie Welch
Mary Bajcz
Eileen Bower

12
13
14
15

Annette Taylor
Pat Thompson
Darlene Gould-Murray
Chris Parker-Darish

Comparison Data
Year
2019
2018
2017

Total Sales
Including
Tax
$16,215.88
$15,063.66
$12,612.94

$546.54
$652.98
$1,011.45

10% to Guild
10% to Guild
15% to Guild

2016
2015
2014
2013
2012

$14,165.84
$12,136.47
$15,942.40
$15,510.98
$18,656.00

$963.72
$864.68
$1,422.57
$1,317.42
$1,042.12

15% to Guild

285
$19.36
231
$70.20
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Net for
Sale

Percentages
to Guild

BSWFG 2019-2020 PROGRAMS
Special note: Social time starts at 6:15, the
program is at 6:30, followed by our business
meeting at 7:30pm.
Feb. 6
Mar 5
Apr. 9

Felting, Presenter Sarah Tierney
Garage Sale And Show & Tell
Artistic Quilting
Presenter Emily Lauren
History of Weaving in Hartland
Presenter Nadine Cloutier
Potluck

May 7
June 4

BITS & PIECES
• BSWFG Artists invited to participate in the
Crossroad Village Fiber Festival

•

Crossroads Village is searching for fiber artists to
participate in their Fiber Festival day June 6, 2020.
There is no cost to participate. For more
information and to sign up, call Cindy at
Crossroads Village, 810-249-3858.

Michigan League of Handweavers
Summer Workshops
Registration for the workshops opened on January
5, so check out the list posted at
https://www.mlhguild.org so you can pick the
class you want!

• For Sale

Meeting Cancellation Policy
If the Hartland Schools are closed, there will be
no BSWFG meeting. If weather worsens during the
day, a decision will be made by 4 p.m., and every
attempt will be made to post a meeting cancellation
on our web site. When in doubt, please contact a
Board member.

Rug hooking frame & hoop, blending board. All
but the stand is new and never used. If interested
contact me. I can bring to meeting.
Annette Taylor 248-634-7313

BLACKSHEEPWEAVERS.COM
CLICK ON THIS LINK TO FIND ALL THE
GUILD NEWS,
EVENT PHOTOS,
WORKSHOP INFORMATION,
MEMBER ADS & ITEMS FOR SALE,
BOARD MEMBER LIST,
AND MORE!!

CALENDAR OF FIBER ART EVENTS
See http://www.blacksheepweavers.com/fyi-and-for-sale.html for more information.
WHEN
Feb 15

Mar 2022
April 2-4
April 4-5
Jun 5-7

June 6
Jul 24-30
Jul 30Aug2

WHAT
Spinner’s Flock Winter Fleece Fair, 10-4pm
Fleece, handspun yarns and fiber items on sale.
Beach Middle School, 445 Mayer Drive, Chelsea, MI 48118
Pittsburgh Creative Arts Festival
Knit, crochet, quilt and craft classes and expo. Pittsburgh,
PA
Sewing & Quilt Expo
Sewing classes and expo. Cleveland, OH
Fiber Expo
Roving, yarn, classes and finished fiber products. Ann Arbor
MLH Summer Workshops –Continuing Our Fiber
Pursuits, registration opened Jan. 7
Workshops in weaving, design, dying and more. Holland, MI
Crossroads Village Fiber Festival (details TBD)
Handweavers Guild of America 2020 Convergence
Exhibits, marketplace and fiber sessions. Knoxville, KY
Stitches Midwest
Knit, crochet, sewing, weaving etc. classes and expo.
Schaumburg, IL
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FOR MORE INFO …
See Spinner’s Flock home page

See https://pghknitandcrochet.com/

See
https://www.sewingexpo.com/Events/Cleveland,OH.aspx
See www.fiberexpo.com
See www.mlhguild.org

See http://geneseecountyparks.org/crossroads-village/
See https://weavespindye.org/convergence/
See https://www.knittinguniverse.com/STITCHES/
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