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Next Meeting Sept 28,
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• PFAA Board Meeting
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• Critique Session
5:30– 6 pm
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Guest Artist of the Month Jedidia Cracco
Growing up in a small town in the mostly unpopulated mountains
of western South Dakota shaped the life of Jedadiah Crac-

• General Meeting
6 –6:30 pm

co. Born in Deadwood, Jedadiah was brought up in a family of

• Guest Speaker
6:30– 7:30 pm

its and work ethic. He found he had some ability to draw starting

hardworking miners and lumberjacks, which formed his later habas early as kindergarten and knew quickly he would pursue this
skill and develop it as far as he could.

• 50/50 raffle

In Middle School, Jedadiah found a love for sculpture which he
worked on obsessively to create fantasy-world figurines.

• refreshments

In High School, he worked towards the highly ambitious

• Voting for Artist of
the Month

task of creating a series of ceramic figures based on
chess. The project spanned all four years of his Secondary education. In this time, he began to compete in regional juried exhibitions where he showed regularly and
received a number of awards, Including 2nd place in the
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prestigious “Renaissance Award and Scholarship.”
Upon finishing High School, Jedadiah continued his art
education by working with a number of Black Hills local
art professionals including Painter Dick Thermes and Sculpture Dale Lamphere.
He then was given the privilege of studying on scholarship at the
University of Wyoming, where he studied Life Drawing, Oil Painting
and Focused on Sculpture. These years were dominated by strife at
home as family members fell victim to addiction (which they later
worked their way through) and the artist was plagued with a deep
depression. In these years, Jedadiah abandoned his childhood love
of illustration and sci-fi-fantasy imagery to explore how americans
handle emotional and existential angst and why people rely on
harmful addictions to satisfy emotional needs. This new pursuit
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translated into a number of notable works that received local notoriety, place in national professional level juried exhibits and an internship working with some of the nation’s top sculptures including Patrick Dougherty and Stephen Siegel. Story continued on page 4.

Please visit my website for more information: www.CraccoArt.com
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PFAA Officers
2015-2016

WEBSITE: http://pfaa-az.com

PRESIDENT
Richard Meidl
623-487-1563
deaconrichard@cox.net
1st VPOpen
Program Director
Bill Martin 602-938-2036
williamfmartin@cox.net

2nd VP- Exhibitions Chairman
Richard A. Meidl
MEMBERSHIP
Ardel Orphal 602-405-4358
awful2135@aol.com
Secretary
Phil Bruner 623-302-7142
philbruner1@aol.com

TREASURER
Annette Wyckoff 623-933-3283
awyckoff@cox.net

HISTORIAN—Marcela
Dobra 623-414-8777
luciamarva@yahoo.com
PHOTOGRAPHER Cris Scotti 623-266-9844
cris_scotti@cox.net
OUTREACH
WAYS and MEANS
Jane Brown 623-972-6067 &
Ginnie Wordsman 623-486-5154

NEWSLETTER/Web EDITOR
Cheri Stucke 480-336-3840
cstucke4@gmail.com
REP TO AZ ART ALLIANCE
Open to all members

Up-Coming Events
EXHIBITS
PFAA member exhibit currently at the Peoria City Hall Gallery Peoria Main
Library, 8463 W Monroe St, Peoria, AZ 85345, (623) 773-7555 from Sept 24 —
November 10th 2016
CLASSES
OPPORTUNITIES TO EXHIBIT/SELL
Bill Martin is showing approx. 13 of his paintings at Rayner's Chocolate and Coffee
Shop. 14021 N. 51st Ave. Suite 106, beginning Saturday, September 10. They will hang
there for approximately 6 weeks.
Arizona State Fair: azstatefair.com for all entry information; Sept 30 on-line
entry deadline; 1826 W McDowell Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85007
Guest Artists
Oct 26 — Trevor Swanson - Realistic, wildlife Oil Painting
Nov 16 — Tom Haas - Realistic/Impressionistic Landscape Oil Painting

TOO MANY RESOURCES: TOO MANY PROBLEMS!
by Elaine Waters
As artists, we all have the goal to be
BETTER ARTISTS. We, as instructors, encourage our students and artist
friends to paint from their own resource
photos…. And not to copy copyrighted
paintings of other artists. Because
we painters are not usually professional photographers, our photos are not
usually wonderful, so we may fall into
the trap of combining photos to make a
painting.
This can be very dangerous and a lot
of undesirable things can happen.
The light sources in the resource photos will probably be different, so the
painting will NOT have a consistent
light source. The lights and shadows
may come from multiple sources.
Some light from above, some from the
right, and some from left. This is not
good.
The artist may attempt to tell a story,
but the composition may be weak because the artist is trying to tell TOO
MANY STORIES. Are the resource
photos related or are the subject, the
background and other miscellaneous
features put together to tell a story?
This usually doesn’t work because of

one very important issue. That VERY
IMPORTANT ISSUE IS PERSPECTIVE. If the perspective, the horizon
line , and the scale of objects is appropriate and the same in all the resource
photos, it may work, but it is very difficult to pull off successfully.
We don’t usually see all of these
problems in the work of a professional
artist, but many times student and amateur artists will use too many resources…. A bird from one photo, a
fence post from another, a distant barn
and a horse in a pasture…. and then
will try to tie them all together with a lot
of flowers in the foreground. I’m sorry
folks…. It just doesn’t work!
When planning your painting, limit
your resource photos, feel strongly
about your center of interest, know
your light source and keep it consistent…. Be careful with perspective
AND MAKE SURE YOUR PRESENTATION IS PERSPECTIVELY CORRECT! Don’t try to tell too many stories in each painting…. Tell one story
and save the rest of the stories for other paintings!
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President’s Message
The start of our new year brings with it changes and new challenges. Our Fall Exhibit is underway
at the Peoria City Hall Gallery. Come out and see it and be inspired to create your own style of artwork. Make it a day out and have lunch at the café next door to the gallery.
After studying our financial health, we determined we can no longer send hardcopy newsletters to
all of our members. Cost to print and mail the newsletters was over $11 per person last year. Starting with this edition, PFAA’s newsletter will be emailed to members in an E-Blast and posted on the
website. Extra copies will be available at the meeting.
The major challenge facing our organization is membership growth. As of this writing, we
have 14 members who paid their dues for the coming year. To cover our expenses, we need
a minimum of 38 members. Membership growth is a concern for all of us. I’m asking for
your support and continued promotion of PFAA. Together we can make this organization a
vibrant artist community.
Richard A. Meidl

Artist of the Months 2015 –2016 Season

Diane Shepherd –Nov 2015
Ginger Dawson
Oct 2015

Barbara Black—Sept 2015

Pe

or
Cris Scotti— Jan 2016

Annette Wyckoff April 2016
& Best of the Year

Francie Mullins Feb 2016

Jane Brown Mar 2016

Member News
Open positions in our association inWhat is your favorite medium to
clude: First Vice President/Program Di- use and why?
rector.
What is the medium you are cuWe encourage all of our members to
rious about and would like to
volunteer. This is a great opportunity to learn more about it?
grow personally and professionally.
Contact Richard Meidl
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE!!!!
623-487-1563
http://pfaa-az.com
deaconrichard@cox.net

Contact Cheri Stucke
cstucke4@gmail.com

 To submit one or more jpeg’s
of your artwork for our updated
website.
 To list a class that you teach or
have taken that other members
might interest other members
 To update our members on
your sales and shows
 To list a current show or event
in the West Valley.
 To submit a biography of yourself we want our members to
get to know about each other.

http://pfaa-az.com

How to Find Us

If you’re coming from the 101, avoid confusion of the Grand
Avenue intersection by exiting at Olive Avenue and go
north on 83rd. Stay to the left on 83rd when you intersect
with Cotton Crossing. The community center is 2 blocks
south of Peoria at 83rd Avenue. There is an entrance to the
Community Center Building off of Jefferson. The address of
the center is 8335 W Jefferson St., Peoria, AZ 85345-6516.
General meeting at 6:00 pm, Board meets at 5:00 pm

Guidelines for Artist of the Month
This event is held monthly, September through April, and
Open to all members of PFAA.
• Limit is one framed work of art object each month.
• Artist awarded Artist of the month are not eligible for further
competition in the yearly cycle.
• All Artist of the Month are automatically entered in the Artist
of the Year Event held at our last meeting of the year.
• Artist of the Year will then be chosen from the submissions
that won Artist of the Month.
• If the awarded work has been sold, you may substitute another work for the May event.

Continued from Page 1

After graduating in 2010, Jedadiah remained
at the University of Wyoming to study Psy-

chology, Portuguese and to practice Martial
Arts. In 2011, he rejected an acceptance into several graduate programs
for studying art therapy to instead tour Brazil, which he accomplished in 2012. There
he obsessively drew in graphite and ink,
looked at local artworks and practiced Mar-

tial Arts. Upon returning home, Jedadiah
moved back to Deadwood with his then girlfriend. After working long hours and saving
as much money as possible, He moved to
Arizona with her and got to work pursuing
Art as a possible source of income.

Be sure to Support Arizona Art Supply.
They support us with generous gift certificates and prizes.

