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CELEBRATING A NEW YEAR, NEW BEGINNINGS!! 



But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to you as well.   Matthew 6:33 
Happy New Year! As I was pondering what to write about this 
month, my friend shared something called, The Charles Shulz 
Philosophy with me. You’ll remember Charles Shulz is the 
creator of the comic strip “Peanuts” and this is something to 
consider going into the new year. You don’t have to actually 
answer the questions, just read this and you’ll get the point. 
And I quote: 
1. Name the five wealthiest people in the world. 
2. Name the last five Heisman trophy winners. 
3. Name the last five winners of the Miss America pageant. 
4. Name ten people who have won the Nobel or Pulitzer Prize. 
5. Name the last half dozen Academy Award winners for best 
actor and actress. 

                                              6. Name the last decade’s worth of World Series winners. 
How did you do? The point is, none of us (or I would say few of us) remember the headliners 
of yesterday. These are no second-rate achievers. They are the best in their field. But the 
applause dies. Awards tarnish… achievements are forgotten. Accolades and certificates are 
buried with their owners. 
 

Here’s another quiz. See how you do on this one: 
1. List a few teachers who aided your journey through school. 
2. Name three friends who have helped you through a difficult time. 
3. Name five people who have taught you something worthwhile. 
4. Think of a few people who have made you feel appreciated and special. 
5. Think of five people you enjoy spending time with. 
Easier? The lesson: The people who make a difference in your life are not the ones with the 
most credentials, the most money… or the most awards. They simply are the ones who care 
the most.  I hope this brought a kind thought to mind, and you remember how the importance 
of building relationships not only with people, but also with God. Especially with God, 
because when we put God first everything else falls into place.  
 

May you have a blessed New Year and may all your struggles be met with God at your side. 
As always, if you’d like to discuss this or anything please feel free to phone me. I’m at the 
church on Tuesdays from 1-3p.m. and Thursdays from 9a.m. – 2p.m. (814-833-4062) Or feel 
free to call my cell phone anytime (724-557-2386). Please leave a message if no one answers. 
 

I’d like to thank all who made the Christmas Eve services as beautiful as they were, it takes a 
lot of people to make a special worship service and I appreciate each and every one of you. 
Also, I’d like to thank all who wished Bill and myself a merry 
Christmas either by word, card or a gift. If you haven’t received 
a snow scraper (that we gave away for Christmas presents) and 
you would like one, please let us know and we’ll get one to you. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Karen 

Grace & Peace : From the Pastor’s Desk 

You can find Pastor 
Karen’s  

latest sermons in print on 
our webpage here 

 
http://www.ilc-erie.org/

http://www.ilc-erie.org/worship-.html


    

                             Poinsettias Were Given To The Glory Of God By:  
 

 
John C. Botwright: in memory of Phyllis Botwright and Michael Botwright 
 

Wally & Barb Coughlin: in honor of Dennis & Cara Coughlin and Greg & Kristin Cough-
lin.  In memory of George, Jo-Ann & Eric Popplewell, & Dan, Sally & Pat Coughlin 
 

Rick & Brenda Durst: in memory of Harold & Margaret Durst, and Harold & Reva Baker 
 

Rick Kuntz: In memory of Carolyn R. Kuntz 
 

Dave & Cindy Eckman: in memory of Dick & Pearl Young, Jeanette & Lou Tuve and Don-
ald Eckman 
 

Sally Leubin, Lisa, Matthew, Kyle, Alex, Amanda, Osiris, Atlas: in memory of  
John Leubin 
 

Diane McGranor: in honor of son, John McGranor, and daughter, Susan McGranor 
 

David & Hannah Mays: in memory of Wilbur & Dora Mays and Charles & Anne Reed  
 

Bill & Debbie Redditt: in memory of Samuel, Alice, Carolyn, & Jeannine Kuntz and Jane 
Andrews and Thomas Redditt 
 

Tom & Judy Stewart: in honor of our grandchildren – Paige, Sydney, Ethan Madelyn, Ad-
dison 
 

         
                             
                                 Donations for Meals on Wheels Were Given by:  

 
 
Tim Botwright: In memory of Karen Botwright 
 

Bob & Donna Dorler: in honor of Ronan, Taylor, Evelyn and Grace Dorler, Pastor Karen 
and Bill Kostur.  In memory of Lawrence, Ruth, Charlotte and Pat Dorler, Domenic and Lu-
cille Gambatese, George and Pat Roth, Christine Dorler  
 

Cindy & Larry Geddes:  in memory of our Daughter Michelle Geddes Willey and parents 
Bob & Betsy Case. 
 

Pastor Karen and Bill Kostur: in memory of their parents 
 

Carol McCray: in memory of parents - Marie and James McCray 

Twenty-five poinsettias were donated to beautify our Altar for Christmas  
and $250.00 was received for the Meals on Wheels appeal.  

Thank you for your support of our annual Christmas & Hunger Appeal! 



DECK THE HALLS! 

December 3rd was a busy day! A congregational meeting 
was held after service to approve the 2024 budget and 
afterwards we decorated the sanctuary while others 
enjoyed the coffee hour, hosted by the Eckmans. Our 
photographer, Bill Kostur, happened to catch us in the 
action. Thank you to all who helped deck the halls! 



Property Committee Updates 

 

The Powell Avenue rental house renovations were completed by December and the unit was ad-
vertised by Coldwell Banker for rent.  The unit was rented at year end, to be occupied February 
1st. During the past five months, volunteers cleaned and painted the entire unit, fixed minor re-
pairs and helped gut the bathroom for renovation. Debbie & Bill Redditt selected and purchased 
the kitchen cabinets, lighting, paint, flooring and bath fixtures, hand delivering most.  In the 
spring, the outside of the house will need to be washed and the front landing painted. We are 
looking for volunteers to do those tasks. The unit should require very little maintenance going for-
ward and will provide a steady revenue for our church operations.  

Living Room Master Bedroom Second Bedroom  



Who will take the trophy this year? 

 
 
 

The Christian Ed Committee continues the collec-
tion of new or gently used hats, mittens, gloves, 
headbands and scarves until the end of January.  
 

Have you helped decorate the tree? 
 

Last year we collected 212 pieces, so let’s be sure 
to break that record! 
 

The items will be donated to Bethesda Lutheran 
Services and Bethany Outreach Center.  

Dust off your cookbooks, get out those recipes and  
locate your crock pots!  

The Fellowship, Outreach & Growth Committee  
announces it’s time to have some fun at the  

Annual Soup Off!  
The date has been set.  

  

FEBRUARY 4, 2024 
AFTER SERVICE 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

 

We need soup makers and soup tasters to make 
this a successful event! 

 
Last year entries included:  Velveeta Cheeseburger Soup, 

Chessy Tortellini Kielbasa Spinach Soup, Bow Tie Sau-
sage Soup, Slow Cooker Beef Bourguignon, Chicken & 
Wild Rice Soup, Dave’s Seafood Soup, and Lentil Soup. 

 

Are you hungry now?  
What soup will you make? 



Social Ministry Updates 
 

The social ministry committee is 
excited to announce just over $250 was 
collected to purchase weekly bus 
passes for the Community Shelter to 
aid those needing transportation to job 
interviews or the job itself.  A weekly 
bus pass costs $7.50 and the committee 
will be able to purchase at least 35 bus 
passes. Thank you to all who 
supported this ministry! 

Community Shelter Bus Pass collection 

$OUPER BOWL COLLECTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

February 11th  
 

The Social Ministry Committee will 
be collecting donations on Sunday, 
February 11th, for the Holy Trinity 
Soup & Pasta Kitchen.  
 

Large soup pots will be placed at 
both doors of the sanctuary before 
and after service for collection. 

A special thank you note from Inter 
Church Ministries.   

Immanuel collected $665 to purchase coats, 
delivered by Debbie Madurski. 



Worship & 
Music  

In the news... 

Please join us for  
worship each Sunday at 

9:30 a.m.  

Coffee Hour  

 1st Sunday of  
every month.  

January 7, 2024 
 

Join your Immanuel family and stop 
by the lounge after  

church service.  
 The Eckman’s will be hosting.   

 
 

Wednesday 
January 17th & 24th 

6 PM 
 

Pastor Karen will be  
hosting a new member  

class in January.   
Visitors, please contact  

Pastor if  
interested.  



Christian Education & More 

Immanuel Lutheran is still in need 
of  additional  Church Council 

members! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To learn more about joining the 
Church Council, please contact our 

newly elected president, 

Bob Dorler 
 
 
 
Email:dorlerr@yahoo.com 

Phone: (814) 833-2719 

 
 

 

January 2024 

9-14 - Quilting/Crafting Retreat:  Come and join us for a fun-
filled weekend (optional Thursday arrival) of quilting/crafting/
reading/relaxing/creating.  It's a great time of fun and 
fellowship that's very popular with quilters, scrapbookers, and 
other crafters.  (Registration Required) 

19-21 - Winter Retreat: for 4th-12th graders (campers will be 
divided by age groups and stay in cabin with cabin leaders from 

the summer staff). GAGA ball in the snow, Bible study, the 
bouldering room, songs, worship, friends, indoor and outdoor 

games, lots of your summer camp favorites, and fun in the 
wonderful winter weather! (Registration Required) 

 

For more information and to register visit:  
https://www.lutherlyn.com/events-retreats/ 

 Bible Study with Pastor Karen 

Join Pastor Karen for Bible Study, begin-
ning  Thursday, January 11th, from 6:00 
pm to 7:00 pm, for 5 weeks.  Pastor Ka-
ren will continue the discussion on the 
book, “He Leads Me Along Life’s Jour-
ney,” By Marie Cozad. Pastor will supply 
the book.  

“He Leads Me Along Life’s Journey”  

Thursdays 
6 PM  

Beginning January 11th  

CONGREGATIONAL  
MEETING 

 

JANUARY 21, 2024 
 

To conduct business to review and 
accept the 2023 Annual Report and 

elect delegates to the synod. 
 

All committees:  Reports are due in 
office by January 15th.  

Coming Soon! 

https://www.lutherlyn.com/events-retreats/crafting.html
http://www.lutherlyn.com/winter


THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 

Ron King is asking for volunteers to help at 
the pasta kitchen in January & February as 

he will be unable to serve at times. Please 
consider to volunteer if you can! 





 

If you are sick or in the 

hospital, please notify 

the church office. 

If you would like home 

communion or a copy of 

our newsletter,     

please contact            

the office. 

Please remember the members of Immanuel who are “shut in,” or 
having some health challenges and cannot make it to service, you 

may want to offer them a ride, give them a friendly call, send 
them a card.   

The current Shut-In Mailing List is available in the office. 

KEEP IN PRAYER:   
Ron Madurski 
Janet Griffin 
Ann Niemann family (daughter of Chuck & Agnes Peterson  
Stacy VanDyke family 
Eric Adkins and  family  
Julia – Cindy Geddes’ Niece  
Janice Kreger 
MaryAnn Long and Russ Long  
Penney Maloney  
Denise Arnold and her sister, Lana Huhn 
The Botwright family 
Connie Cooper 
Jim and Lorraine Hornaman 
Kyle Husted 
Carol and Gordon Ketchel 
Patrick Lewis–friend of Sandy Kocur, 
Sandy’s cousin - Scott Farr  
Sandy’s close friend's son-in-law, John 
Bishop Michael Lozano 
Diane McGranor 
Carole Rickrode 
Bob and Sharon Roemer 
All of our members & friends who are grieving;  
Who are in nursing homes; 
All who are ill at home 
 

We pray for those in the military:  
Scott Case– Navy, (C. Geddes nephew)  
Christopher Peterson – Navy (Grandson of the late Agnes & Chuck 
Peterson – serving stateside now per an update from Ann Neimann). 

Member Update:  Sharon Roemer is now a resident of Fairview Manor. 
Mailing address: 900 Manchester Road, Fairview, PA 16415 

Your prayers & cards are appreciated.  





If you would like to 
volunteer to Lector, 
please email or call 
the church office. 

 

 
Lectors:   

Remember to adjust  
microphone towards 
you & speak into it 

for all to hear! 

Altar Guild: Judy Stewart & Donna Dorler 
 

Counters: Debbie & Bill Redditt 
 

Ushers: Ushers as assigned by B. Dorler 
 

If you are unable to fulfill your commitment –  
please find an alternate & notify the church office.  

 

You can also listen via speaker in our 
Nursery or Kindergarten Rooms. 

Date Presider Assistant Lector 

1/7/24 

9:30 AM 

  

Kostur 

  

  
 Debbie Redditt 

  
Bill Redditt 

1/14/24 

9:30 AM 

  

Kostur 

  
Bob Dorler 

  
Bob Dorler 

1/21/24 

9:30 AM 

  

  

Kostur 

  
Anita Byrne 

  
Debbie Madurski 

1/28/24 

     9:30AM  
 
  

 
Kostur 

  

 
Stan Holsopple 

 
 

 
Bob Dorler 

 
 



LITTLE FREE PANTRY AT IMMANUEL 
   
  IF IN NEED – TAKE SOMETHING 
 

IF YOU CAN SHARE - LEAVE SOMETHING 

 
Capital Campaign - Boiler:   

Funds for the boiler campaign  

currently show $28,163.48  
toward our goal of $58,803.   

Pennies for Poverty  
collection is an ongoing effort in  

support of the Women of the ELCA 
– donations welcome in the  
Donation Center canister. 

Celebrations of January Life and Love 

Feel free to bring items to church office &  
we will make sure they get in the pantry for you. 

 

January  
 
1 Steve Holsopple  
11 Kim Paternosh  
18 Mike Lee  
19 Jack Botwright  
25 Corrine Glover 
     Debbie Redditt  
26 Judy Sierota  

No January Weddings! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

              
       

 
 
 

1 

Happy  

New Year! 

2 

AA Mtg. 7:30 pm 
 

3 

Tops 9:00 am 
Quilters 9:30 am   
AA Mtg. 7:30 pm 

4 

Church Choir 
7:15 pm 

5 

AA 7:00 pm              

6 

7 

9:30 am  Worship  
Quarter Sunday 
Undecorate 
Church 
Coffee Hour 
Sunday School 

8 

Quilters 9:30 am 
Flagship City   
Chorus 7 pm         

9 

AA Mtg.  7:30 pm 

 

10 

Tops 9:00 am        
AA Mtg. 7:30 pm 

11 

Bible Study 
6:00pm 
Church Choir 
7:15 pm 
 

12 

 AA 7:00 pm 

13 

14 
9:30 am  Worship 
Sunday School 

15 
Quilters 9:30 am   
Flagship City  
Chorus 7 pm          

16 

AA Mtg. 7:30 pm 
          

17   

Tops 9:00 am  
New Member 
Class 6:00 pm   
AA Mtg. 7:30 pm 

18 

Bible Study 
6:00pm 
Church Choir 
7:15 pm 

19 

AA 7:00 pm 

20 

21 
 
9:30 am  Worship 
Congregational 
meeting 
Sunday School   

22 

Quilters 9:30 am   
Flagship City  
Chorus 7 pm          

23  

 AA Mtg. 7:30 pm 

24 

Tops 9:00 am  
New Member 
Class 6:00 pm   
AA Mtg. 7:30 pm 

25 

Bible Study 
6:00pm 
Church Choir 
7:15 pm 

26 

AA 7:00 pm 

27 

28 

9:30 am  Worship 
Sunday School 

29 

Quilters 9:30 am   
Flagship City  
Chorus 7 pm          

30 

AA Mtg. 7:30 pm 

31 

Tops 9:00 am 
AA Mtg. 7:30pm 

   



We invite all members of Immanuel to join any of these committees 
and/or offer your gifts where you can – many hands make light work!! 

Council usually meets the 2nd Sunday of the month  

Church Council Committees 

Check out our website and “FRIEND” us on Facebook 
Did you miss church? Need to keep updated and want easy access to the 

church calendar, newsletter or annual report? 
Check out our website http://www.ilc-erie.org/ 

WATCH FOR US ON FACEBOOK, GOERIE.COM, ERIE 
NEWS NOW AND IN PRINT IN THE  

ERIE TIMES NEWS 

Fellowship, Outreach & Growth 
Council liaisons: Sally Leubin  

COFFEE HOUR 1ST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
 ONGOING COLLECTION FOR LITTLE FREE PANTRY 

       SOUP COOK BOOKLET AVAILABLE  

Finance 
Council liaison:  George Pfeiffer 

ANNUAL AUDIT 2021 & 2022 

Property 
Council liaison:  Bob Dorler   Committee Chair: vacant 

FACILITY MAINTENANCE  
RENTAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE  

ONGOING BOILER CAPITAL CAMPAIGN  

Stewardship 
Council liaison:  Cindy Geddes 

Social Ministry Committee 
                          Committee chair: Debbie Madurski  

Worship & Music 
Council liaison:  Debbie Redditt Chair: Sue Pfeiffer 

Immanuel  
Church Office 
814-833-4062 

Pastoral Hours:  
Tuesday  

1:00—3:00  
Thursday  

9:00am—2:00 pm. 
Office Hours 

By appointment 

immluthch@verizon.net 

Staff 
 
Pastor Karen Kostur 814-833-4062 
or Emergency #:  724-557-2386 
Pastor’s Office Hours – Tuesday 1:00-
2:00 Thursday, 9:00am-2:00pm 
 
Church Caretaker: Wally Coughlin 
Organist/Music Director: Bryan Timm 
Admin. Ofc.: Vacant 
 
Sunday School 
Coord: Anita Byrne & Janice Kreger 
Teachers: Anita Byrne & Pastor 
Kostur  

2024 Congregation & Church 
Council Officers   
 

Pres: Bob Dorler 814-833-2719 
VP: Rick Kuntz 814-572-3719 
Sec.: Mary Hauser 814-397-7552 
Fin. Sec.:C. Geddes 814-734-1286 
Treasurer: Bill Redditt 814-833-9756 
 
Additional Council Members     
Sally Leubin, Dave Mays 

2023 Council Members 

Installation of Council Members and Officers 
January 21, 2024 

https://www.facebook.com/Immanuel-Lutheran-Church-108894642463769/
http://www.ilc-erie.org/
mailto:IMMLUTHCH@VERIZON.NET

