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The Bash by Michelin
Recently Nancy & I had the February
opportunity2009
to
attend The Bash sponsored by Michelin at the National
Corvette Museum in Bowling Green, Kentucky. This
was the first “Bash” we have attended and knew going
in that this is the event in which GM introduces the
new Corvette models and options for the upcoming
model year, but it proved to be so much more than just
that! Previous anniversary events (Caravans) that we
have attended were celebrating the past Corvettes and
the Museum dedicated to them. The Bash is much
more informative, with seminars and Corvette team
members on hand to discuss the new models. I was
also extremely fortunate to be invited to a meeting with
the newest Corvette Plant Manager, Kai Spande. Also
in attendance during that meeting was Keith Cornett,
Chief Editor of Corvetteblogger.com and several
contributors to Stingrayforum.com. A huge thanks
goes to John Elegant of Capitol City Corvette Club for
inviting us and introducing us to such knowledgeable
GM managers, engineers and enthusiasts. And for his
immense knowledge of Corvettes.
Our first day at The Bash began when we
arrived Wednesday afternoon in the midst of tornado
warnings! Tornadoes and threats of golf-ball size hail
thankfully did not materialize, but man, did it rain!
Thursday morning began much too early in
order to arrive at the Corvette Assembly Plant for a
7:30 am meeting with Plant Manager Kai Spande.
After introductions, Mr. Spande spoke for
approximately one hour, detailing his duties and
aspirations for the Corvette Assembly Plant.

VETTE GAZETTE

Among the many things we learned about Mr. Spande and the Corvette Assembly
Plant that day - he does not yet own a Corvette (although he has owned 13), he
has been with GM since 1991, he has worked exclusively with Powertrain and
upon arrival at Corvette, was shocked to learn that not all the LT4 engines for ZO6
were built at the Performance Build Center within the Bowling Green Assembly
Plant. Now, as of May 1, a second shift has been added at the PBC and all LT4
engines are hand-built in Bowling Green. A total of 45 engines can be built in one
day, each tech building 2-1/2 engines per shift. Any incomplete engine at end of
shift is covered with a shroud, with the tech’s name on it, and wheeled to a storage
area. When that tech returns his next shift, he or she will continue the build. Each
engine is built by just one person. Another comment he made was enlightening.
When asked what was different about working with Corvette, he replied “the
customer interaction”. No other plant, no other car has the interaction and input
from repeat customers. As he said, there are no large gatherings of Chevy Cruz
owners meeting with managers and engineers offering feedback.
After that meeting we took part in a plant tour, but one much more in depth and
informative than previous tours I have taken. Our guide had worked at the plant
for 12 years and offered us insights and facts few other guides know.
Back at the Museum, we finally get our first glimpse of the new 2017 Corvette
Grand Sport. The Grand Sport is designed to fill a specific niche, much like the C6
Grand Sport. Designed for those who like the aggressive, wide-body look of the
ZO6, but without the 650 horsepower LT4 engine. Unlike the C6 predecessor, the
C7 Grand Sport is built on the same aluminum structure and suspension as the
ZO6, but equipped with the 460 horse LT1 engine. Options will again include
coupe or convertible, 7-speed manual or 8-speed automatic transmissions and
four new colors for 2017!
Without further delay, let’s introduce the four new color and share photos of these
beautiful new Corvettes!
First up is Admiral Blue. This Admiral Blue is much darker than the Admiral used
on the 1996 Grand Sports. Note: when ordering the Heritage Package, the hood
vent is painted the same color as the full-length stripe.
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Next new color on the palette is another return of a C4 color, Black Rose Metallic.
This Black Rose is, again, darker than the original 1995 color and just “pops” in
sunlight! When first hearing that one of the new colors would be “purple”, I
doubted that I would like it at all. I am surprised how much I DO like it! It is a color
that just seems to fit the lines of the C7.

That brings us to my favorite color (gee, I wonder why?), Watkins Glen Gray.
Watkins Glen is slightly darker than Cyber Gray and a return to the high-metallic
look of Cyber.

The Collector Edition of the 2017 Grand Sport is Watkins Glen Gray with Tension
Blue hash marks and interior accents.
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That brings us to, for me, the most intriguing and difficult to photograph, color of
the four - Sterling Blue Metallic. Sterling Blue Metallic is almost blue, almost silver.
For the first two days of seeing it, I thought it was silver! The third day, it was
parked next to a Blade Silver Metallic and I could finally see the blue. The
convertible top color and interior colors on this particular Corvette certainly made it
a head-turner!

As I said, this color (and the lighting)
made it almost impossible to photograph
with my travel DSLR camera.
Finally, a photo of my favorite color
combination: Long Beach Red with
Spice Red convertible top and Spice
Red interior.

No report from Bowling Green would be
complete without a photo of the rare
white squirrels of Bowling Green. I do
not believe these are albinos, but a
small sub-species prominent only in
some neighborhoods of Bowling Green.

For an incredible amount of information
about the 2017 Stingray, Grand Sport and
ZO6, please see stingrayforums.com and
corvetteblogger.com. See this link for the
2017 Ordering Guide -

http://www.stingrayforums.com/forum/stingray-corvettediscussions/17324-2017-order-guide.html

