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Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Since 1991
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common
interest in keeping cage birds in captivity. To educate
members and the general public in the best care, keeping
maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird
conservation.

This Month’s Meeting
November 20, 2014
White Elephant Social
(one week earlier than our regular
meeting)

(See page 6)
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LETTERS
to the EDITOR
Letters to the Editor are
always welcome. Send your
comments or suggestions to:
RECBC
Attn: Newsletter
P.O. Box 6232
Santa Rosa Ca. 95406
or
email me at
donnarose09@gmail.com
We especially need
suggestions for 2015.
Thank you!
Newsletter Editor

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN OUR NEWSLETTER?

Place an Early Bird Ad Today!
3 lines free to current RECBC members & 4 or more lines for only $5.00
Non-members pay a low $5.00 fee for 3 lines, 4 or more for only $10.00.
All ads must be a reasonable size OR
Check out our reasonable Commercial Ad sizes and prices!

COMMERCIAL RATES
Business card - $5/mo or $50/yr
1/2 page - $10/mo or $100/yr
Full page - $20/mo or $200/yr

Please mail commercial and early bird
ads by deadline Sunday after the
General Meeting.
RECBC - Newsletter
PO BOX 6232
Santa Rosa, Ca., 95406
or email: dshore@shorebirds.biz for
Commercial Ads and glenti@comcast.net
for Early Bird Ads.

RECBC, the officers, the publication and it’s
staff assume no responsibility for claims of
advertisers in the publication or for the quality of goods and/or services the advertisers provide.
Persons with substantial claims against publication advertisers may submit them to the Editors.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

PRESIDENT
Donna Shadowens (15)
(415) 254-1711
donnarose09@gmail.com

Advertising, Publicity and
Membership
Donna Shore (707) 585-7524
dshore@recbc.net

VICE PRESIDENT
Earl McEnaney (15)
(707) 869-1229
stewball4@comcast.net

AFA Delegates
Bev Mager (707) 795-8804
Club Librarian
Hospitality
Carolyn Rawlinson (707) 778-9269

SECRETARY
Chloe Jane Baskin (15)
(707) 823-1675
shelterescue@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
George Lentini (707) 528-1065
glenti@comcast.net

TREASURER
Linda Karnstedt (16)
(707) 566-1366
Linda.karnstedt@medtronic.com

Photography
Chloe Baskin
Raffle

Karen Simonaitis

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE
George A Lentini (16)
(707) 528-1065
glenti@comcast.net

Outreach Program
Earl McEnaney & George Lentini
Website
Jackie Turner

Karen Simonaitis (16)
(707) 800-7955
ksbutton2@yahoo.com

Welcoming Table
Bev Mager

Cliff Hutto (16)
(707) 546-5755
huttocliff@hotmail.com

Calendar of Events
Dec - No meeting, see you in 2015
Jan - AFA representative will speak and a Discussion input from members
February, Bonnie Zimmermann, Indonesian Parrot Project
March, Linda Fischer, Bird Behaviorist
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Calendar of Events:
November 20th, Holiday.White Elephant and fun time!
December, No meeting. Enjoy the holidays.
See you in 2015
UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2015..
Get ready for an exciting year.
*January, AFA representative will speak. We will
have about 30-45 minutes to discuss a few important topics
1) Finding someone responsible to care for your
flock when you go away on vacation,
2) Non-toxic cleaning supplies for our homes,
3) Parrots Bill of Rights, written by Stewart Metz
( a free copy for everyone who attends), along
with an Emergency Form to place on your refrigerator or door
4) Cleaning Cages...why it's so important to
clean cages daily
5) Safety in our homes for our feathered friends
6) Open discussion
*February, Bonnie Zimmermann, Indonesian Parrot
Project
*March, Linda Fischer, Bird Behaviorist
*April, Cher Trandly, presentation on birds in Africa
*Outings: Garth Gordon Hokanson in May
Lyon Ranch in July
NOTE: Even if you don't think you are interested in the
topic of the month, please come to the meeting. Let us
know what your are interested in. Please show up in support of the club...you just might learn something, contribute in a discussion, or you just might have some fun with
other like minded bird people. Remember...this is your
club and without your participation, it's not the same! We
need people to show up at meetings!
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Program of the Month
November 20th
Holiday....White Elephant and fun time!
This meeting will be one week earlier than our
regular meeting. This year we thought we try
something a little different
Appetizer/Finger food Potluck
(bring your favorite finger food)
And
WHITE ELEPHANT Gift GIVING... Please attend!!!
*How do you participate?
♦
♦
♦
♦

Bring a wrapped bird related item. This could
be something nice...a toy, book, treat etc.
We will put all the wrapped gifts in the center
and everyone gets a number.
Number one picks a gift; they may keep it or
choose another gift.
Everyone has an opportunity to either keep
their gift or take a gift from someone else 'YOU
MAY ONLY TAKE FROM SOMEONE ONCE'...You
may trade items at the end of the game. This
is a fun game and everyone goes home with a
gift for their bird

The club is still having an raffle so bring those
items you just don’t want around the house
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HELP SUPPORT YOUR CLUB AND GET COOL STUFF
Our logo is in beautiful color on these coffee mugs - only $10
each

And these totes are spacious and sturdy with a pocket. Our logo
looks great in black. These would make nice gifts especially
since now you need to take a bag with you to the store – also
$10 each.

These are quality preshrunk T-shirts with a little black logo on the front
and a “tastefully” large black logo on the back. Short sleeves are $15
and we have multiple sizes and colors.

You can order by calling Donna at 415-254-1711 and make arrangements to either pick up at the next meeting or pick up at her house or
have the items mailed (will have to charge for postage).
7

Birdkeeping Naturally
October ‘14
EB Cravens
“This Thing Called Socializa on”
For many years now, I have been listening to conference presenta ons and reading
wri en ar cles about the “socializa on” of baby psi acines. In the world of human
beings, where the most desirable pet parrots are o en the ones which can dependably
and aﬀec onately get along with people, the developing social behaviors of cap ve
hookbills have received understandable emphasis. This is as it should be; for we have
s ll so much to learn about companion animals. Some mes, however, studies in this
complicated realm have introduced me to opinions that, in my humble es ma on, are
“pu ng the cart before the horse,” so to speak--or perhaps ‘squawking up the wrong
tree.’ Here, then, is my take on this thing called socializa on…
Most species of wild psi acine are by nature somewhat social. They live in flocks
numbering from a few family members to some mes tens of thousands. Obviously
there is safety in numbers since the more eyes watching and the more individuals
bol ng to escape, make each individual that much less likely to be ambushed and
killed.
Yet the whole flock setup seems to oﬀer much more than strict safety to its members. Parrot groups, flexible and seasonally changing as they are, have an evolved social system within which the birds may grow and be schooled, engage in mock and real
pecking order, delight in buﬀoonery and crea ve play, and seek out and procure a
mate.
Psi acines are not precocial birds. They do not leave the egg and know ins nc vely
how to eat. Instead they go through a lengthy period of being fed and taught by their
parents, a er which they have the necessary skill to fend for themselves. Many other
life skills are passed on from their elders also. A major por on of this learning takes
place within the flock. Thomas Arndt (Creator of the “Lexicon of Parrots”) has lectured
on the ‘kindergarten trees’ where some species of conure parent pairs drop oﬀ fledglings for the day with their contemporaries while parents fly oﬀ to forage. Other species of large parrots—notably some cockatoos, macaws, keas-- may spend more than a
year with oﬀspring as a family social unit within or without a larger flock popula on.
It would seem that, with a few excep ons, wild psi acines have evolved as social
creatures. This does not mean there are not some an -social individuals, some promiscuous or solitary types, greedy feeders, bullies, scared-y-cats, pranksters and a whole
gamut of ‘less-than-perfect’ non-conformists judged by human society’s standards.
Yes, parrots are like people in more ways than may meet the eye!
The whole point is that by nature, most of the species of fauna we are talking about
here are social beings. So what do we keepers actually mean when we talk of
‘socializing’ an already by nature social creature? That is one of the concepts that
tends to confound me. And what’s more, by whose rules of society are we choosing to
operate? By the parrot’s, or by the human keepers, depending of course on what

(Continued on page 9)
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those humans actually expect or want out of their birds?
Certain genera of psi acines have for years been showing up increasingly o en in
pet bird re-homing situa ons. Large cockatoos and macaws, small headstrong Poicephalus, jealous amazon parrots, noisy conures--the list goes on. A large por on of these
hand raised pets have undergone basic baby bird socializa on according to the prac ces commonly put forward in the literature of pet avian behavior. Nevertheless many of
these passed-on parrots have had trouble living up to our aforemen oned standard of
‘dependably and aﬀec onately ge ng along with people.’
So where is the failure? (Other than humans changing their whims, of course?)
I maintain the root cause is in the set of social rules by which we choose to raise
these birds. Human socializa on standards work fine for baby and adolescent birds
whose strength of will and pecking order status is s ll barely developed. Baby birds are
‘easy’, I heard Liz Wilson once lecture. Most of them certainly are, having been taken
away from their parents’ 24-hour-a-day ministra ons, thus being le so a en on
starved by the me they leave the nursery environment, that they will gladly step up
on command, give kisses and do most anything else which will get them ‘real’ me and
focus from another living en ty.
But one cannot keep a Moluccan Cockatoo, Scarlet Macaw, Maximillian’s Pionus,
Blue-Fronted Amazon, or Meyer’s Parrot confined within a staid set of human society
behavior values for years on end! It rarely works. The parrots mature and develop
physical strength and mental willfulness, pass puberty, begin to experience hormonal
needs to find a full- me mate. Perhaps even raise a family.
I ask you, how can a set of social rules based on human ideals of behavior suﬃce for
such a grown-up, intelligent psi acine?
Here at The Perfect Parrot, we have an ever-expanding defini on of socializa on
where it pertains to our fledgling parrots. First and foremost, I want any baby birds
birthed here to absorb a set of social standards based on the psi acine point of view.
Before a fledgling learns to get along with others of its kind and hookbills of diﬀering
kind, it cannot be sa sfactorily taught to get along properly in the human realm either.
Moreover, we are not here talking about a cursory mingling of a small grouping of
neonate babies in a basket, tub or weaning environment. Socializa on by the rules of
the psi acine means fledglings learning to interact with other fledglings—and whenever possible at the best of hobby facili es, fledglings being exposed to elder parrots,
uncles, aun es, senior cousins, even their own parents. If this cannot be done with
imagina ve aviculture, then at least let the fledgling chicks see other adult parrots of
their own kind and varying species in cages nearby.
The interes ng thing about such cu ng edge parrotkeeping is the fact that we
keepers are not in any way imposing a social system on the young birds. We are merely allowing to fully flower the social norms inherent in genera ons of their kind. Parrots are already social creatures, remember? Also, there are myriads of things this
prac ce teaches to the young birds. How can human keepers show first hand the concept of ‘avian pecking order’ to a handfed parrot? So sorry, but with all my years of
experience, I s ll cannot accomplish same.
How can I as a handfeeder, instruct psi acine fledglings in the roles of male and
female in a flock? A er all, this percep on is downright cri cal to any true long-term

(Continued on page 17)
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REFRESHMENTS
For this meeting
Please Bring Your Favorite
Finger FOOD to SHARE
The club will be providing
Hot cider and water to drink!
WE STILL WILL HAVE A RAFFLE
so be sure and bring items
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Happy November fellow bird friends!
It's Autumn in our area and we are seeing some weather changes. Please may
attention to the temperature changes for our feathered friends.
2014 is flying by and we have done quite a bit this year...We have ordered promotional items as an ongoing fundraiser, organic nuts available at a discounted
rate along with Harrison's and Roudybush pellets, had a Tupperware and Flower Blub fundraiser, produced a new flyer, produced a calendar, had wonderful
speakers and discussions among members and we have made our presence in
the community to inform the public about education and care for exotic birds.
Many thanks goes out to all the volunteers who participated with behind
the scenes set up and completion for Safari West, Apple Fair, PetExpo
and setting up in front of Puny Paws to hand out flyers and to help
recruit members.
Many thanks to Bev Mager for representing our club at the AFA convention and providing information about the convention to the club and
for putting together the Flower Blub fundraiser.
Another major thank you goes out to Jill Richardson for the updated
version of the flyers, to Pat Delaplane for the beautiful calendars, to
Donna Shore for all she does to keep the club members informed,
Jackie Turner for the website and for all the board members and
other volunteers who dedicate several hours a year to make this YOUR
CLUB.
Wear your t-shirt to meetings. Your name will be put into a drawing
for a prize at each meeting.
Promotional Item Sale: Mugs 1 for $8.00 or 2 for $15.00
Check out our website and friend us on Facebook
A free mug...when you sponsor a new member, you will receive a club
mug.
Pelican Dreams...is about wildness: An enchanting new documentary
that follows a wayward California brown pelican from her "arrest" on
the Golden Gate Bridge to her rehabilitation at San Rafael's own WildCare. How close can we get to a wild animals without taming or harming them? Why do we need wildness in our lives, and how can we
protect them? Documentary by Director: Judy Irving, 80 minutes...a
must see! Opened October 24th in theaters.
Once again I appreciate your suggestions and comments on how and
what you want for the club. Do you need a ride to the meetings? Let
me know. Please continue to email or call me: donnarose09@gmail.com/415.354.1711.
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THE FEATHER FARM, INC

RECBC Members Receive
10 % off on Bird Food, Cages and Supplies

13

General Meeting Place
Animal Care Center
6470 Redwood Drive
Rohnert Park, Ca.
Behind Red Lobster and Olive Garden
Take RP Expressway, Exit from 101
4th Thursday of the month
Meetings begin promptly @ 7pm

Support our additional Sponsors!
AVES OCCIDENTALS – Earl McEnaney (707) 869-1229.
Call for availability/prices. 25% discount on hand-fed baby
birds to all RECBC members.
Fresh Farm Eggs - $4.00 per doz. available at meetings

In Home Bird Sitting Service
(707) 585-7524 or email
Donna Shore at dshore@recbc.net
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Treasurer’s Report
INCOME

October

Membership
Raffle
Logo items/nut Sales

$
$
$

30.00
27.00
35.00

Income Total:

$

92.00

Newsletter Printing
Speakers Expense
AFA sponsorship
Insurance
General supplies
Expense Total:

$
$
$
$
$
$

97.44
75.00
40.00
398.00
66.73
677.17

Oct Beginning Bank Balance:

$ 2247.98

EXPENSES

EARLY BIR AD
Free 3 white dove to good home with LARGE, clean
aviary
Valerie 707-573-9842
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD
October 23, 2014

PRESENT: Chloe Baskin, Linda Karnstedt, Earl McEnaney, Donna
Shadowens, Karen Simonaitis, Donna Shore
Meeting: 6:10 p.m.
Minutes from September were read and approved.
We discussed the Pet Expo and concluded that although it was well
attended, it needed better advertising for next year. There were many
Rescues there with animals available for adoption, including Mickaboo Bird Rescue. There were speakers, including “Shorty” and his pit
bull from Animal Planet. (See photo album for photos of this Expo!)
We voted to give mugs as “Thank You” gifts to those who bring a
new guest member (or members) to meetings. Donna Shore, Pat
Delaplane, and Jill Richardson will also receive a mug for their hard
work on behalf of the Club.
Pat has worked tirelessly with Donna and members of the Club to put
together our wonderful Calendar featuring our very own birds! Members who wish to purchase a calendar can call or email Pat or Donna
S. to find out how to order these calendars. Donna Shore and Jill
Richardon have also worked very hard on the Yahoo message board
and on our website!
Donna Shore mentioned that she is switching our Yahoo messages to
a Face Book venue. More info on this to follow.
We voted to sell Club mugs at a lower price: 2 for $15 and 1 for $8.
A discussion ensued as to upcoming events for next year. So far, we
have about 6 months of some very fine events planned for 2015, but
need suggestions and guest speakers for the remainder of the months.
We discussed a visit to Lyon Ranch for next summer, and it looks as
if July is the preferred month. More to follow on the Lyon Ranch visit.
Karen gave us a run down on her phone calls to Club members, as we
have been endeavoring to encourage all members to attend more
meetings. The turnout for our October meeting was exceptional, and
we hope everyone will come again in the upcoming months and bring
new members, suggestions for events, and guest speakers!
The meeting concluded at 6:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by Chloe Baskin
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(Continued from page 9)
socializa on of a bird. Again I draw a blank. I cannot do it.
Enter the fledgling flock, parrot boys and girls of all kinds, spending me roughhousing, allo-preening, spa ng over food and toys, being naively sexual, and watching
adult pairs interact in cages close to hand. Here at our facility, we even have trustworthy older training parrots that are let in with the fledglings to give them “hands-on”
experience. Voila, instant pecking order and gender role lessons--plus lots of other
lessons not even grasped by human observers. Fascina ng to watch? You bet. An abrupt poke or squawk by a savvy elder psi acine, and the fledgling gets the message
immediately. Whereas, I as a human could try over and over to teach the same social
behavior, and fail, even if I could formulate a plan to a empt to get the point across
with something be er than a ‘no!’
So, socializa on by the rules of the birds--that is number one. The reason it is first,
is because this concept, when done right, will remain with the parrot for life—seeing it
through all sorts of uncomfortable changes in the world of people as the years wend
on.
Secondly, It is the responsibility of the breeder or hobbyist to begin implemen ng a
human socializa on standard that will help work for the psi acine once it has le the
facility where it was handfed and weaned. Just my opinion, but this is one of the reasons that some large breeders prefer to sell unweaned neonate chicks. They have no
interest in pu ng in the me it takes to prepare a feisty, mentally acute fledgling for
its place in a new and strange environment. Hence they sell oﬀ the babies before these
have a chance to develop any independent a tude, eﬀec vely passing the buck to the
next handfeeder, while solemnly arguing they have done nothing radically wrong for
the chick.
What kind of socializa on relates directly to the future home of a fledgling? Well,
human gender, for example, is a good one. T’would be hard to count how o en I have
come across young pet birds who have a dis nct shyness, even distrust, of one gender
of humans, merely because they were handfed and raised by a single hobbyist who
never made a point to expose the fledglings to a homo sapiens individual of the opposite sex. Human beings of diﬀerent gender behave diﬀerently. They have diﬀerent
energies. For a single breeder to ignore this fact and year a er year, con nue bringing
up babies without a complete male/female presence available for the chick to understand during the fledgling phase, is to do the future pets a disservice. It is also a lack of
socializa on.
The ideal socializa on “package” at an aviary would include contact with strangers,
male and female, wearing diﬀerent clothing, having eye glasses, beards, bald heads,
long blonde hair, maybe even a hat (e-gads, not a hat!). It would introduce an automobile appearance from the outside and riding within, airplanes overhead, wind and rain
and snow and trees, the ocean, flying fast indoors on its own wings before clipping,
and lots of bouncy, edible green stuﬀ. There would be a chance to see a dog, a cat, a
horse, a veterinarian’s oﬃce, the travel carrier, loud and so stereo music, television
or videos, s cks for stepping up upon on command, towels for being covered and held,
new and varied foods and toys, the shower, the bathtub, the garage…
I could go on and on with this. But you get the point. The introduc on of a young
parrot to the social environment of humans, goes far, far beyond just making baby a
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lovable, cuddly feathered teddy bear. It implies giving the fledgling a set of standards
by which it can maintain, on an even keel, life within the world of we humans for many
years to come.
Truly, this thing called socializa on is ge ng a gloss over by many in the birdie business these days. It stands to reason. Baby birds are easy. Raise them as babies, treat
them like babies, keep them babyish un l they are sold to a new set of keepers, and
everything will be hunky-dory, right?
Well. Just keep in mind, that when things go awry with your 18-month old RedTailed African Grey pet; and it starts to flop oﬀ of its perch and shred its upper breast
feathers; the real cause might have been subtly ini ated months before when the bird
was never ‘socialized’ about the reali es of sharing its owners’ aﬀec ons with an old
tabby cat, or ea ng the same dull basic foods day in day out every day of the year, or
the many confusing changes in a household during the winter and holiday months.
What is this thing called socializa on?
It is every crazy, mixed-up, imagina ve, fine-tuning addi ve to a psi acine’s behavioral structure you, as hand-feeder, pet shop, or owner, can envision and oﬀer your
parrot. It is a social ‘life plan’ if you will, that when done pa ently and correctly provides the adolescent hookbill with a posi ve total outlook on the ever-changing life
amongst humans. It is enduring beyond a single pet home, stable in the face of human
ignorance and neglect, and free of mushy hang-ups and neediness for keepers to be

Information for safe and non-toxic cleaning
products for birds:
Vinegar and water
Dawn detergent and water
ORANGE TKO, Organic/Super Concentrated Cleaner:
This product will last a very long time and it's very
safe for cleaning cages, counters, stoves,
bathrooms, floors, etc.
orangetko.com/16oz $20-22/64oz $54-59
If it smells like something chemically...it probably
is not good for you or your birds!
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NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE
This information will be
published in the directory
unless otherwise noted.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common interest in keeping cage birds
in captivity. To educate members and the general public in the best care, keeping
maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird conservation.
Household

Individual

Sr. Household (60+)

Sr. Individual (60+)

Jr. - Under 17

$35.00

$30.00

$30.00

$25.00

$25.00

Membership dues are paid annually. If you have any questions about your dues,
contact Donna Shore (707) 585-7524.

Circle type of membership:

New

Renewal

Name:
Address:
City: _________________ State: _______

Zip Code: ________

Phone Numbers:
Email Address:
Payable to: Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club

Pet/Breeder

Pet/Breeder

P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B

Amazons
African Parrots
Budgies
Canaries
Cockatiels
Cockatoos
Conures
Doves
Eclectus
Finches
Game birds

B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B

Grasskeets
Lories/Lorikeets
Lovebirds
Macaws
Parrotlets
Pionus
Ringnecks
Rosellas
Australian Parakeets
Other

Mail to: Membership, RECBC, PO Box 6232, Santa Rosa, CA 95406
We often need help with various functions for the club (i.e. bird mart/expo/fair, toymaking party, silent auction, outreach program, picnic, etc.) Would you be interested
and willing to get involved and participate on occasion? Do you have any specialized
talents that you might like to volunteer? Please let us know!

19

Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Since 1991

REMINDER
Check your mailing
address label for
renewal date.
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