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With National and local elections
behind us. We are all looking
toward what the outcome of this
year’s National election will mean
and its implications for Public
Transit. We all hope that with the
appointment of a new Transportation Secretary and President-Elect Trumps
infrastructure transit plan that transit will get
additional investment so that the backlog of transit
projects and the needed funding can be addressed.
Closer to home, the NMTA Board has authorized
our Lobbyist to further advance our quest for
ongoing capital funding that can be dedicated to
transit facilities and vehicles. Towards this end the
Board has authorized proposed legislation to be
introduced during this 2017 Legislative Session that
would provide for the issuance of severance bonds
up to $15 million over a 5-year period not to exceed
$3 million in any one year for Public Transportation
Programs specifically public transit and facilities and
for vehicles for local governments through the
Aging and Long-term
Services Department.
Therefore, if $3 million was issued in severance
bonds for any one year then $2.7 million would be
allocated towards transit facilities and buses
through the division of Local Government and
$300,000 through the Aging and Long-term Services
Department. The Board believes that this form of
annual funding can help our members make
progress in addressing transit needs.
As I mentioned in the last edition of our newsletter,
the Board was contemplating increasing the dues
structure that has been in place since 2011. The
basis for the Board’s decision to do so was related
to a desire to enhance training opportunities for our
members, address the proposed upcoming change
in Fiscal Year 2018 matching requirements for the
Rural Transportation Assistance Program (RTAP)
grant which provides most of the funds for training,
stem a decline in revenues from the Annual
Conference and the need to rebuild our reserves.
The new dues structure will allow NMTA to remain
fiscally solid and continue to provide the services
that benefit our members. The 2016 dues were
billed in December which covers the period of July,
2016 - June, 2016. The new dues will be billed in
July, 2017.
I am pleased to announce that the NMTA annual
audit was recently completed and the Association

received an “unqualified opinion” which is the best
that an agency can receive. In addition, there were
no findings this year. A big thank you to Melissa
Drake for addressing last year’s findings and
ensuring that this year’s audit was finding free.

Lastly, in looking back over the course of the last
twelve months, the Association completed the
following:
2016 NM Transit Conference


Road-eo attendees: 27 competitors (5 van, 14
Bus, 8 Large Bus)
 Conference Attendees: 102
 14 training opportunities held at conference
 Polices ADA Update
 How to recognize, document and deal
with Transit Operator Driver Fatigue
 Wheelchair Lift Maintenance
 Pre-trip Inspection Record Keeping
 DBE Reporting
 SCRTD Update
 ADA Accessibility
 Securing Community Mobility
 Wheelchair Securement
 FAST ACT update
 Reasonable Suspicion Drug and
Alcohol
 NMDOT Annual Site Visit Training how to better prepare
 Title VI update
 Multimodal Collaboration Panel
Quarterly Training


Safety Training and Rural Transit Safety, plus
Driving in Hazardous Conditions: 20 attendees
 Coaching Excellence for Transit Supervisors: 35
attendees
 New Hire Driver - Train the Trainer: 36
attendees
The Board and I feel that NMTA has addressed the
training needs of our members and for the
upcoming year we hope to hear from you as to how
we can continue to provide value.
The Board of Directors and I want to thank every
one of you for everything you do, not only for
NMTA but for transit within the communities you
serve.
Sincerely,
Anthony J. Mortillaro
NMTA President
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News From NM Department of Transportation
Notification to All Subgrantees of Subward for FY 17 FTA Funds

News from New

In compliance with new reporting
requirements of 2 CFR 200.331 for
pass-through entities of Federal Funds,
NMDOT Transit and Rail Division Staff has
prepared and will be sending Notification of
Federal Subaward FY17 letters to all
subgrantees receiving FTA funds. Letters
should be completed and sent to
subgrantees by 1/27/17. The new requirements are to ensure that information

describing both the Federal Award and the
subaward is clearly identified to the
subgrantee. In FY 2018, this notification will
be included as part of the memorandum of
agreement.
Questions regarding
the
notification, once the letter has been
received, can be directed to Deborah Bach
at:
Office: (505) 827-5218 or
email: Deborah.bach@state.nm.us.

Mexico
Department of

Electronic Grants Management and Performance System (eGMPS)

Transportation

The
New
Mexico
Department
of
Transportation’s Transit and Rail Division
recognizes the need for a software platform
that can be used to streamline the collection
of grant applications, better manage the
administration and tracking of all of the
transit grants, and a repository for site visit
documents.
The
Electronic
Grant
Management and Performance System
(eGMPS) is a web-based application and
database that is available at all times of the
day and will:











provide analysis on all aspects of grant
awards, reporting, and invoicing for FTA
grant programs;
help the NMDOT staff and subrecipients
support
administrative
efficiencies,
including improving the ability to
distribute and track grant dollars;
ease monthly invoicing and reporting on
operations and updating of service
profiles;
allow subrecipients to track assets and
develop an accurate schedule for the
federal transit asset management and
“state of good repair” requirements
streamline
the
grant
application
development and review process;
automate administrative and financial
performance measure and reporting;
and



will include functions for National Transit
Database (NTD) reporting.
NMDOT is working with Panther
International, an award-winning software and
services company specializing in the grant
and data management arena, to develop the
system to meet New Mexico’s needs. Panther
International has successfully implemented
grant management systems to 11 state
transit offices across the country, which has
allowed them to develop a detailed
understanding of the unique needs and
challenges faced by state transit offices, as
well as both current and emerging FTA
requirements.
NMDOT Transit and Rail and IT staff have
been working with Panther ‘s IT developer on
formal testing sessions weekly through
mid-February. A few subrecipients will be
asked to test the system in the next
month. The testing group will be limited to a
few subrecipients. It is anticipated that the
system will be up and running in time for the
start of FY 2019 application development that
starts in June 2017.
Questions regarding eGMPS or interest in
testing the system can be directed to Marcy
Eppler at (505) 995-7864 or
email: marsha.eppler@state.nm.us.
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Transit Asset Management (TAM) Final Rule
In 2013, FTA estimated that more than 40
percent of the nation’s public transit assets
were in marginal or poor condition. The
National Repair Assessment identified an
estimated $86 billion backlog in deferred
maintenance and replacement needs.
To
address this growing backlog, FTA published
the Transit Asset Management (TAM) Final Rule
On July 26, 2016. These regulations apply to all
transit providers that are direct recipients or
subrecipients of FTA funds under 49 U.S.C.
Section 53 and own operate or manage capital
assets used in the provision of public
transportation.
Under this rule capital transit assets will be
inventoried, assessed of their current

condition, prioritized for future investment and
included in a TAM Plan. NMDOT will develop
the TAM Plan for our 5311 Rural subrecipients.
The overall goal of this rulemaking is to help
achieve and maintain a system-wide State of
Good Repair (SOGR) for the nation’s public
transit assets.
The TAM Rule will be presented and discussed
at the 2017 NM Transit Conference and Expo.
This session will be mandatory for all 5311
subrecipients
You may view the Final Rule at: https://
federalregister.gov/a/2016-16883 or view the
TAM Final Rule Fact Sheet at: https://
www.transit.dot.gov/TAM/rulemaking/
finalrulefactsheet

News from New
Mexico
Department of
Transportation

News from the New Mexico Department of Veterans Services
The New Mexico Department of Veterans
Services (NMDVS), and NMDVS Rural Veterans
Coordination
Program
(RVCP)
placed
VetConnect into operation in September 2015
to provide a professional and innovated
customer service that delivers comprehensive
and dedicated Veteran focused information for
New Mexico’s Veterans and their families.
VetConnect gathers demographic information,
as well as the veterans questions and/or
concerns. VetConnect sends an email alert to
RVCP containing the veterans contact
information, as well as the question the veteran
asked.
The information is then sent to the appropriate
agency that is best matched to answer the
question, or concern of the caller. VetConnect
provides access to veterans benefits/pensions,
healthcare, mental health, transportation,
federal, state, and local benefits, as well as
financial resources for veterans. Since
VetConnect was placed into operation a total of
275 veterans have been successfully served.

NMDVS RVCP partnered with the Veterans
Transportation and Community Living Initiative
(VTCLI), New Mexico’s Veterans Health
Administration (VHA), New Mexico Department
of Transportation (NMDOT), Rio Metro Regional
Transit District (RMRTD), Red Apple Transit, and
North Central Regional Transit District to initiate
a transportation initiative in New Mexico.
VetConnect is a major resource for veterans to
use for transportation needs. The partnership
printed bus wraps, credit card contact cards,
and veteran “I Served”
bumper
stickers
with
VetConnect (800) 672-0512
and 22 other veteran contact
numbers.

News from
New Mexico
Department
of Veterans
Services

If you have not yet partnered with the New Mexico Department of
Veterans Services to provide transportation for our veterans and wish
to do so, please contact VetConnect for more information.

PAGE 4

Highlighting
A
New
Mexico

Member

City of
Farmington Red Apple
Transit

Kids Ride on Public Transportation

A group of (very) young children from the San
Juan College Child and Family Development
Center experienced a ride on the Red Apple
Transit trolley as they used public
transportation for their field trip. On a cold
November 17th, Thursday morning a group of
preschoolers bundled in their jackets came
walking out of their building headed towards
the nearest bus shelter. The kids were filled
with excitement as they had handmade
tickets in their hands (kids under 10 ride free
with an adult) walking to the shelter (Picture
1).

The college had informed the Red Apple
Transit that the kids where going to use public
transportation to take them to their field trip.
The kids with their teachers were to board at
the regular scheduled bus stop located at the
college and take it to the transfer point which
was located near the Smith’s Grocery store.
They had arranged with Smiths to take a tour
of the store. The City of Farmington’s Transit
Administrator and Mr. Brian Balogh (Ride
Right LLC, Vice President) met the kids at the
college shelter to ensure everything went
smoothly as they boarded the trolley. The
kids in the shelter began singing "the wheels
on the bus go round and round" while they
waited a few minutes for the trolley to arrive
(Picture 2).

Upon arrival of the trolley, they formed a
single line and held their homemade tickets
up high. While standing in line, the kids were
amazed at the size of the trolley as they stood
only 3 feet tall and the trolley stood at a
massive 11 feet high. As they boarded the
trolley, they bunched around the driver trying
to get him to take their tickets. The trolley
had other riders on it as this was a regular
scheduled route. The riders were all smiling
watching the kids board and even pulled out
their cameras to take pictures. The kids filled
the seats towards the back of the bus and
then began singing again (Picture 3).

The kids arrived at their field trip destination
which was the local Smiths Grocery Store
where the store had a one-hour special tour
for them (Picture 4).

The kids returned back to the shelter on time
to catch the trolley headed back to the
college. Nice to see how a bus can bring so
much excitement to the community.

PAGE 5

Albuquerque Rapid Transit (ART) Keeping Riders, Motorists and Business
Informed About Construction through Innovative Means
ALBUQUERQUE – A large-scale transit project
has a lot of moving parts. So, keeping everyone
who’s affected by the Albuquerque Rapid
Transit project construction informed of
developments takes a lot of different efforts.
That’s one of the things ABQ RIDE, the City of
Albuquerque’s Transit Department, has been
working on; how to keep riders, motorists,
businesses and the general public informed
through every step of this undertaking.
“The goal is to keep all these stakeholders as
informed as possible, as early as possible,” said
Albuquerque Mayor Richard J. Berry. “So after
23 public meetings and even more numerous
meetings with organizations, we resolved to
give people in the construction areas
information as far in advance as possible.”
That meant the Albuquerque Rapid Transit
(ART) team setting up a variety of innovative
ways for people to stay in the know regarding
construction, detours, parking and weekly
events.
In addition to maintaining a project website
(www.brtabq.com) with a wealth of
information, the first priority was notifying
businesses, as much as 60 days in advance,
about construction along their segments of
Central Ave. Accordingly, the project’s
Construction Manager at Risk (CMAR) hired a
seasoned, local public relations firm, Griffin and
Associates to spearhead information efforts for
ART full time.
Both ABQ RIDE and Griffin and Associates hired
employees for a broad range of activities.
Among them, to visit businesses with specialized
flash drives. These contain everything from

construction schedules, who to contact for
project information, an FAQ for businesses,
alternate routes to businesses for suppliers and
truck drivers during construction, alternate
parking areas for customers, as well as services
available from the Small Business Resource
Collaborative (an independent foundation
offering everything from marketing, accounting
and website help to low interest loans) and
opportunities to promote their businesses by
participating in weekly promotions called “66
Reasons to Love Route 66.”
Those employees also became the face of ART
for many businesses; acting as a sounding board
for their concerns, as well as participating in the
setup of events and research.

The ART team also developed a unique way for
people (from riders to motorists to businesses
or just interested parties) to get weekly text
message or coordinated email alerts, just by
signing up at www.brtabq.com. What they
receive is a unique, rich media experience via
MIXONIUM, a technology developed by
Corrales, N.M.-based MIXONIUM Group
Holdings. Via text or email, people can see
videos of the project, links to project maps, get
the latest breaking news regarding the project,
scroll through all the businesses on Central
Avenue in a virtual main street and find out
about weekly promotions and special events.

Continued on page 6

News
From
ABQ Ride
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News
From
ABQ Ride

For smartphone users,
the
team
also
launched an ART App,
which is available both
for Apple and Android
users. For Apple users,
go to the Apple App
Store
(https://
appsto.re/us/
cRhZab.i) and search
for “GoART-ABQ Rapid
Transit.” For Android
users, go to the Google
Play Store (https://
play.google.com/
store/apps/details?
id=com.abqrapidtransit&hl=en) and search
for GoART-ABQ Rapid Transit. The app
provides updates about the ART project,
news about upcoming
events and
promotions, such as the weekly events on
Central called “66 Reasons to Love Route 66,”
designed to support businesses on the
corridor before and during construction.
Of course, weekly updates also will be posted
on the home page at www.brtabq.com while
additional questions can be answered 24
hours a day via the ART hotline at (505) 3984ART.
There are still old fashioned ways of
communicating important information that
symbiotically coincide with the new, high tech
additions. ABQ RIDE has placed interior
panels on its buses promoting ART, as well as
upcoming events along the Central Ave.
corridor, such as the “66 Reasons to Love
Route 66” events. Electronic billboards have
also
been
contracted
through
the
Albuquerque to flash most of the same
information in several locations around the
city.
As with every project of this magnitude,
sometimes misinformation can spring up. So

the ART team released a new page on its
www.brtabq.com
website
called
“Mythbusters,” to dispel the inaccurate
information that has sometimes circulated
about the project. The page addresses
everything from parking along Central
Avenue to trees to pedestrian safety.
“We produced this simple document to
answer some of the most frequent questions
that keep being posed about the
project,”
said
Mayor
Berry.
The
“Mythbusters” page can be accessed at
http://abqbrt.blob.core.windows.net/
resources/Mythbusters_Final.pdf.
The ART website has additional information
as well, including links to all the engineering
studies regarding ART that have been done
over the past few years. But perhaps the
most memorable item on the website’s front
page is a video on what Albuquerque Rapid
Transit will look like. It begins by depicting
the history of the Central Ave. corridor, the
look of the specially-designed stations on the
medians, the future route buses will take and
how it will tie in many of Albuquerque’s
traditional neighborhoods.
Sometimes, the tried-and-true solutions also
can be effective in communicating
information. Since 2012, the ABQ RIDE App
has been informing riders about detours and
other trouble spots along ABQ RIDE routes
through the use of “push
notices.” Now, that app is being utilized to
make riders and drivers who have the app
aware of detours and other ART construction
that will be affecting routes. The App is
available for free for your iPhone, iPad, iPod
Touch or Android phone. Just go to
myabqride.com and click on “Transit Mobile
Apps” on the front page to download it onto
your smartphone.
The App provides not only real time
information about where buses are located,
but other information such as a trip planner
(Plan My Ride), schedule and fare
information, connections to websites, social
media, special alerts about ABQ RIDE’s routes
and New Mexico Rail Runner Express
schedules and fares.
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Since 2015, the ABQ RIDE app has also featured
superimposed maps of Albuquerque’s nearly
400 miles of bike trails, along with their
proximity to ABQ RIDE stops. And just this past
August, the App added yet another new
feature. If you’re making a connection from one
route to another, you track multiple routes in
the Live Tracking feature. Other improvements
include:
Upon opening the app, it takes you directly to
the Live Tracking page (the app’s most used
feature)
App has direct access to Albuquerque Rapid
Transit (ART) news, push notices and map
Users can now easily view other apps like the
ABQ 311 app from the ABQ Ride App
The App was developed by Albuquerque-based
APPCityLife, Inc. It made its debut in 2012 after
City of Albuquerque data sets were made
available to the public by Mayor Richard J.
Berry’s Open Data Initiative. That program

encouraged the development of apps and
services for public use.
“The nearly 50 thousand people who’ve
downloaded the app since 2012 already know
how helpful it can be in tracking their bus and
getting schedule information,” said Bruce
Rizzieri, Director of ABQ RIDE. “Now, push
notifications on the app can keep riders,
motorists and businesses on top of detours and
ART-related construction.”
Albuquerque Rapid Transit has been described
as a 21st Century project for a 21st Century city.
If such things as MIXONIUM, the ART and ABQ
RIDE Apps, the use of flash drives and the
www.brtabq.com are any indication, the use of
technology to keep people informed is in sync
with the cutting edge nature of the project.

News from
Rail Runner Partners with Harvey House for Bugg Lights Opening Night
On Saturday, November 26, the New Mexico
Rail Runner Express partnered with the Harvey
House Museum in Belen for the opening night
of the Bugg Lights Festival. As part of this
partnership, the Rail Runner provided an
expanded train schedule to accommodate
visitors to the event, as well as shuttle service
between the Belen Rail Runner Station and the
Harvey House Museum. Rail Runner staff was
on-site during the event with fun giveaways to
promote the train, and Trax greeted visitors
throughout the evening.
The Bugg Lights display is a four decade old
New Mexico tradition. The display began at the
home of Norman and Joyce Bugg in 1971. As
the popularity of the display grew, the lights
were moved to other locations to
accommodate the large amount of visitors. In
2014, the Bugg Lights found their home at the
Belen Harvey House Museum, where visitors
can view the more than 300,000 lights and
holiday decorations. The Bugg Lights display
continues through December 31, 2016. The Rail
Runner continued to promote using the train to
view the display throughout the month of

December, as event times were planned to
coordinate with the Rail Runner’s weekday and
Saturday schedules.
To view pictures from the opening night event,
visit nmrailrunner.com and click the Flickr icon
on our home page.

Rio Metro
- Regional
Transit
District

The Harvey House Museum in Belen, NM

More from Rio Metro on page 8
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News from

Rio Metro
- Regional
Transit
District

Veterans Pass Becomes Freedom Pass
The Rio Metro Regional Transit District is
excited to announce that our program
offering veterans with a VA medical card a
pass to ride the New Mexico Rail Runner
Express has become permanent. The Freedom
Pass, formerly the Veterans Annual Pass, now
requires no renewal. Connect with ABQ RIDE,
Rio Metro and Santa Fe Trails bus services.
Passes are issued in Santa Fe, Los Lunas,
NMRX Customer Service, Raymond G. Murphy
Medical Center, and with participating Native
American Pueblos.
Learn more about the Freedom Pass at
riometro.org.

Regional Ridership Growing for SCRTD
By Suzanne Michaels
bike racks to accommodate two bicycles. Right
now the SCRTD buses offer 5 routes running 5
days a week (Monday through Friday) from 6
a.m. to 6 p.m.

News from

South
Central
Regional
Transit
District

David Armijo, SCRTD Executive Director, on one
of the Red Route buses.

Have you taken the bus recently? Residents
who are trying to get across the county – from
Las Cruces to Anthony, Alamogordo, Sunland
Park or Chaparral are discovering the way to
go is on one of the South Central Regional
Transit District (SCRTD) buses. The cost is $1 a
ride for adults; 50 cents for kids, students,
seniors and folks with disabilities.
Bring your computer – the buses have Wi-Fi!
Riders can bike to the bus pickup/drop-off
points. Each bus seats 26 passengers and has

David Armijo, SCRTD Executive Director, says
ridership is up 37% since July and, “Within the
next month we will be offering bus service to
El Paso, connecting with the Sun Metro buses
at the Westside Transit Center located on
Rincon Circle near the Wal-Mart on El Paso’s
west side. As ridership increases more, we
will also be increasing the number of trips
each bus makes on each route.”
Armijo also points out the SCRTD in Doña Ana
County is only part of the statewide transit
picture in New Mexico. There are four Transit
Districts whose goal is get New Mexico
residents to jobs, school, medical care, and
grocery stores.
In Las Cruces you connect with the SCRTD
buses in front of New Mexico State University
(NMSU), Dona Ana Community College
(DACC), and at the Intermodal Center – the
same familiar Transit Center where residents
catch RoadRUNNER Transit city buses – at 300
W. Lohman Avenue.
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Transit Connections is submitted by the South
Central Regional Transit District (SCRTD), one of
four Transit Districts providing transit access to
residents throughout New Mexico. More
information about local bus routes/schedules at
(575) 323-1620 or www.SCRTD.org. and
www.facebook.com/
southcentralregionaltransitdistrict/

A passenger waits for her bus at the
Intermodal Center at 300 W. Lohman
Avenue. SCRTD and RoadRUNNER Transit
use the same Intermodal Transit Center.

NCRTD TO PARTNER WITH JICARILLA APACHE NATION TO PROVIDE SERVICE
FROM DULCE TO CHAMA AND FARMINGTON:
FTA Awards Grant to Launch Service
The North Central Regional Transit District
(NCRTD) will partner with Jicarilla Apache
Nation (JAN) to begin service from Dulce, the
location of the Tribal headquarters, to Chama
and Farmington for service expected to begin
in early 2018.
JAN has been awarded a grant from the U.S.
Department of Transportation’s Federal
Transit Administration (FTA) of $211,197 after
collaboration with North Central Regional
Transit District (NCRTD), on grant application
and submittal.
In announcing the award, the FTA stated, “The
Jicarilla Apache Nation will receive funding for
a new bus to provide transit service on a new
route to Tribal residents to Chama and
Farmington, N.M. The new route was selected
with input from a transit rider survey, and has
an emphasis on access to healthcare, job
centers and fresh food retailers, which are
scarce for Tribal residents and residents of the
Chama Valley.”
According to Jicarilla Apache Nation President
Wainwright Velarde, "Transit is a needed
service for us here in rural Dulce. It will not
only increase access to business related
services but also recreational activities. I
encourage our Jicarilla members to take

News from

advantage of this free bus service."
“The NCRTD and its member entities are
excited to be collaborating and working with
the Jicarilla Apache Nation to expand Tribal
and community member access to medical,
shopping, jobs and schools, as well as basic
quality-of-life services,” commented Daniel
Barrone, NCRTD Chair and Mayor of the Town
of Taos.
The JAN grant is part of a larger $5 million
being awarded through the FTA’s Tribal Transit
Program to improve transit options on Tribal
lands.
NCRTD worked with JAN to develop the
community survey to identify their transit
needs for services and destinations. The two
will work together on the purchase of the
vehicle and for the transit service that will be
provided by the RTD “Blue Bus.”

Continued on page 10

North

Central
Regional
Transit
District
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The Jicarilla Apache Indian Reservation is
located within two northern New Mexico
counties -- Rio Arriba and Sandoval, and extends
from the Colorado border south to Cuba, New
Mexico. The reservation has a land area of
1,364.046 square miles and has a population of
3974. Most of its people live in the Tribal
headquarters community of Dulce, near the
reservation's northern end.

The Jicarilla Apache Indian Reservation is located
within two northern New Mexico counties -- Rio
Arriba and Sandoval, and extends from the
Colorado border south to Cuba, New Mexico.
The reservation has a land area of 1,364.046
square miles and has a population of 3974. Most
of its people live in the Tribal headquarters
community of Dulce, near the reservation's
northern end.

Service to cover areas of
Farmington, Dulce, Jicarilla
Apache Nation Reservation
and Chama.

NCRTD HONORED BY GFOA WITH AWARD FOR DISTINGUISHED BUDGET
PRESENTATION
The North Central Regional Transit District
(NCRTD) has received the Distinguished Budget
Presentation Award for its Fiscal Year 2017
budget from the Government Finance Officers
Association (GFOA) of the United States and
Canada.
According to a statement by the GFOA, “The
award represents a significant achievement by
the entity. It reflects the commitment of the
governing body and staff to meeting the
highest principles of governmental budgeting.
In order to receive the budget award, the entity
had to satisfy nationally recognized guidelines
for effective budget presentation. These
guidelines are designed to assess how well an
entity's budget serves as:
• a policy document
• a financial plan
• an operations guide
• a communications device
Budget documents must be rated "proficient"
in all four categories, and the fourteen
mandatory criteria within those categories, to

receive the award.”
Singled out in the Certificate of Recognition for
Budget Presentation was the NCRTD Finance
Department under the direction of Finance
Director Troy Bingham.

In announcing the award, NCRTD Executive
Director Anthony Mortillaro stated, “This is the
first time this award has been received by the
NCRTD and it complements the most current
award for the Annual CAFR we received earlier
this year. This award is the highest form of
recognition in governmental budgeting and
represents a significant achievement by our
organization.”
In June of this year, the NCRTD Finance
Department received the Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in Financial
Reporting by the GFOA for its comprehensive
annual financial report (CAFR). The Certificate
of Achievement is the highest form of
recognition in the area of governmental
accounting and financial reporting.
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The Government Finance Officers Association is a
major professional association servicing the
needs of approximately 18,700 appointed and
elected local, state, and provincial-level
government officials and other finance
practitioners. It provides top quality publications,
training programs, services, and products
designed to enhance the skills and performance

of those responsible for government finance
policy and management. The association is
headquartered in Chicago, Illinois, with offices in
Washington D.C. The GFOA's Distinguished
Budget Presentation Awards Program is the only
national awards program in governmental
budgeting.

L to R: Chuck Ring, Councilor, Town of Edgewood; Troy
Bingham, NCRTD Finance Director; Anthony Mortillaro, NCRTD
Executive Director; Miguel Chavez, Santa Fe County
Commissioner

ADA TRANSITION PLAN CONSTRUCTION KICKS OFF IN FEDERAL FISCAL YEAR 2016
The North Central Regional Transit District has
begun a major construction plan to modify its
bus stops and facilities to bring them into ADA
compliance.
In October of 2013, the NCRTD Board
authorized Staff to apply for FY14 and FY15 TAP
funding so as to create an ADA Transition Plan
and subsequently construct the necessary ADA
modifications to bus stops based on the
prioritization within the Plan. The NCRTD was
awarded $87,500 ($74,760 Federal/$12,740
Local) in FY14 for the creation of an ADA
Transition Plan; FY15 Phase II Construction
award in the amount of $165,000 ($140,976

Federal/$24,024 Local); FY16 Phase III
Construction in the amount of $360,000
($307,584 Federal/$52,416 Local).
In Phase I, an ADA Transition Plan was created
and identified ADA noncompliant bus stops and
shelters and provided ADA compliant bus stop
location templates that will be used to guide
modifications to bring the bus stops into ADA
compliance. In Phase II and Phase III of the
project, the ADA Transition Plan findings will be
implemented
to
bring
existing
ADA
noncompliant bus stops and shelters into
compliance.
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connection with existing sidewalks · Stop type
(shelter versus post) · Boarding area compliance
Looking forward to FFY 2018, the NCRTD hopes
that the current ADA Transition Plan can be
updated to incorporate the ADA-compliance
assessment of approximately 100-150 new bus
stops, the Taos Dispatch Office and the Jim West
Regional Transit Center.

Laying down the first concrete on
our ADA construction sites and
stops.

The first phase identified a series of nine bus
stops on the RTD 100 Riverside route, along
Riverside Drive in Española. A request for bids
(RFB) was issued and work later began on
construction of bus stop infrastructure such as
concrete pad work, sidewalk transition work
and bus stop area backfill; installation of bus
stop facilities; traffic and safety controls; and
associated site improvements.

Wilson & Company, our current on-call
engineering firm as well as the contractor that
completed the original system-wide bus stop
assessment and subsequent creation of the ADA
Transition Plan, determined that the FFY18
planning and design services are estimated to
cost $40,000. Final design of the twenty highest
priority bus stops and/or facilities is estimated
to cost $80,000. FFY19 Construction (including
construction
management
and
capital
purchases) is anticipated to cost $900,000. The
NCRTD is pursuing funding under the
Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)
through the Northern Pueblos Regional Planning
Organization and the New Mexico Department
of Transportation for federal fiscal years 2018
and 2019.

The ultimate goal of the project, which will
consist of multiple phases spanning the next
three years (provided funding is secured), is to
ensure program accessibility for people with
disabilities in the community. The ADA
Transition Plan commitments are focused on
making the NCRTD transit stops ADA accessible
at the stop location, when pedestrian facilities
are present. To implement the program, the
ADA Transition Plan identifies the following
elements essential for compliance:
For each transit stop location, an assessment of
the level of impact and investment required to
address the ADA related improvements will be
conducted. The self-evaluation will include
identifying if the stop should be: · Improved to
current ADA standards; · Moved to a location
that is less impactful; or · Removed due to
inactivity. The NCRTD used a self-evaluation
form to assess each stop. The form included
information relating to: · Location · Stop

Installing bus benches at our Chili’s
stop in Española.
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Save the Date!!!
Upcoming Conference, Expo and Road-eo
2017 NM Transit Road-eo, Conference and Expo
Road-eo
Saturday, March 25 & Sunday, March 26, 2017
Cleveland High School
4800 Laban Rd. NE
Rio Rancho, NM 87174

Conference and Expo
Monday, March 27 & Tuesday, March 28, 2017
Location:
Hyatt Regency Tamaya Resort and Spa
1300 Tuyuna Trail
Santa Ana Pueblo, NM 87004

Quarterly Training Dates:
Maintenance Record Keeping and ADA Complementary Paratransit
Facilitated by Daniel Wagner, Precision Compliance, Inc.

When: June 6, 2017 (8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.)

Where: Mid Region Council of Governments
803 Copper Avenue NW
Albuquerque, NM 87102

NMTA Board Meetings
The NMTA Board meets monthly on the third Thursday at various member agencies throughout New
Mexico. Any member agencies interested in hosting one of these meetings can contact Melissa Drake
at mdrake@nm-ta.com or (505) 796-8377.
The only requirement is availability of a meeting room, access to a conference phone, and
recommendations for some good take-out food in your area. Meetings generally last 2-3 hours. Board
members would be interested in visiting your agency to hear about and see all the good things
happening there.
NMTA encourages member involvement. Ways for members to be involved include attending/calling in
for the NMTA monthly board meetings, attend quarterly training sessions, participate/volunteer at the
annual Road-eo, attend the annual Transit Conference and Expo, or consider running for a seat on the
NMTA Board.
A call for nominations for board members will be emailed out later in February. Please watch for this
email and consider running for a seat on the board. Elections will be held in March by email, watch for
your ballot and please vote!
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NMTA Board of Directors Contact Information
Executive Board of Directors

Directors

Anthony Mortillaro, President
Director Representing Regional Transit Districts
North Central Regional Transit Districts
Contact Info:
Office: (505) 629-4713
Email: anthonym@ncrtd.org

Stan Cooper
Director At Large
AARP
Contact Info:
Office: (505) 670-7988
Email: stanleymcooper@gmail.com

Joseph Hardin, Vice President
Director At Large
Z-Trans/Zia Therapy
Contact Info:
Office: (575) 439-4900 ext. 152
Email: ztrans@ziatherapy.org

Mary Collins
Director At Large
City of Clovis—Clovis Area Transit System
Contact Info:
Office: (575) 769-7910
Email: mcollins@cityofclovis.org

Philo Shelton, Treasurer
Director Representing Rural Transit Systems
Atomic City - Los Alamos County
Contact Info:
Office: (505) 662-8106
Email: philo.shelton@lacnm.us

David Falance
Director Representing Enhanced Mobility for Seniors
and Individuals with Disabilities
Presbyterian Medical Services
Contact Info:
Office: (505) 820-3471
Cell: (505) 660-6073
Email: david.falance@pmsnm.org

Michael Bartholomew
Director Representing Urban Transit Systems
RoadRunner Transit - City of Las Cruces
Contact Info:
Office: (575) 541-2500
Email: mbartholomew@las-cruces.org

Ex-Officio Director
David Harris
Transit Manager, NMDOT, Transit and Rail Division
Contact Info:
Office: (505) 827-5420
Email: davidc.harris@state.nm.us

Bruce Rizzieri
Director At Large
ABQ Ride - City of Albuquerque
Contact Info:
Office: (505) 724-3100
Email: brizzieri@cabq.gov
Mike Shultz
Director At Large
Creative Bus Sales
Contact Info:
Office: (505) 508-5944
Email: mshultz@creativebussales.com
Fred Ullom
Business Director
All Aboard America!
Contact Info:
Office: (505) 424-1110
Email: fred@allaboardamerica.com

P.O. Box 15272
Rio Rancho, NM 87174

Phone: 505-796-8377
Fax: 505-212-0525
E-mail: info@nm-ta.com

