PHILIPPIANS


PHILIPPIANS
1 Paul and Timothy were followers of Jesus who encouraged others to follow God’s advice for a better life.  With Timothy’s assistance, Paul wrote this letter to Jesus’ followers in Philippi, a prominent city on the northeastern coast of Greece.

Encouragement to Follow God’s Advice

Dear Friends,
I’d like you to enjoy the kind of life God originally intended, which Jesus demonstrated.  

Every time I think of you, I thank God that you’re following God’s advice.  The gift you sent me while I’m here in prison is evidence of this.

God knows that I care about you as much as Jesus does.  I’m praying that your concern for others will continue to grow as you gain more knowledge and understanding of God’s advice, and I’m praying that you’ll diligently follow it until Jesus returns in human form.
Since I’ve been here, I’ve shared God’s advice with the guards and other prisoners.  They realize that I’m only here because I’m a follower of Jesus.  As others become aware that I’m even sharing God’s advice in prison, they’re gaining more courage to share it elsewhere.
Encouragement to Follow Jesus’ Example
Some people encourage others to follow Jesus’ example because they sincerely care about them.  Others act like it’s a competitive sport, which adds to my stress while I’m in prison.  But I’m just glad they’re doing it, even if their reasons aren’t the best.  

I appreciate your prayers because I know God will help me get through this rough time.  I just hope I’ll have the courage to honor Jesus if the authorities decide to execute me.  If they do, I’ll be glad to die as he did.  But I’m pretty sure they’re going to let me live.  If so, I’ll be able to come and help you follow his example so you can enjoy a better life.
Whether I come or not, I hope you’ll keep encouraging each other to follow his example.  Don’t be afraid of those who want to prevent you from enjoying life as God intended.  They’ll try to give you a hard time for following God’s advice, as they’ve done to Jesus and me.
2 It would make me very happy to see you care about others and help those in need, as Jesus did.  None of you are more important than anyone else, so there’s no reason to be self-centered or egotistic.  You should be as concerned about others as you are about yourselves. 
Pattern your life after Jesus’.  Although he demonstrated God’s character better than anyone else, he didn’t pretend to be God.  He lived like an ordinary human being and diligently followed God’s advice until the day he was executed on a cross.  God enabled him to live an extraordinary life so a lot of people would reflect God’s character by following his example.  
To enjoy a better life, you need to follow God’s advice every day, not just when I’m with you.  God will give you the desire and energy to follow it without questioning or complaining.  The more you follow it, the more others will be motivated to follow it.  I’m sure you’re as glad as I am that I encouraged you to follow Jesus’ example and that you decided to follow it.  
Plans to Send Timothy and Epaphroditus
You’ve seen how Timothy works with me like a son to encourage others to follow God’s advice.  He’s the only one who cares as much about you as I do.  I’m planning to send him there as soon as I can so he can bring back some encouraging news.  I hope God will soon make it possible for me to come, too.
You’ve heard that Epaphroditus almost died after risking his life to bring me your gift.  Since God spared his life, he’s anxious to see you again.  So I’m planning to send him along with Timothy.  Please give him a warm welcome for being willing to risk his life for me.
Warning about Religious Pride
3  I’m glad God motivated me to look out for your welfare, and I don’t mind doing it.  Watch out for people who insist that you follow their religious traditions.  We honor God by following Jesus’ example, not by following certain traditions.  
If anyone should think that their religious background is better than anyone else’s, I should.  I was dedicated to God a week after I was born, my parents were direct descendants of Jacob’s son Benjamin, and I eventually became a member of an elite religious group.  When I didn’t think Jesus’ followers were following God’s advice correctly, I gave them a hard time to try to make them change.  I thought I could force them to follow my religious views, but now that I know how Jesus lived, I realize that was the wrong approach.  A much better way to get others to follow God’s advice is by setting a good example, as Jesus did.  I discovered that imposing my religious views on others doesn’t work.  I must be willing to risk my life to help others, as Jesus did.
I’ve not yet succeeded in following God’s advice completely, but I continue trying because Jesus has set a good example for me.  I try to forget the past and focus on living as he did, which is what God invites us all to do.  God will help you follow the example that I and others have set for you.
I want to warn you again, as I’ve done many times before, that some people refuse to follow Jesus’ example.  They brag about things they should be ashamed of.  It makes me sad to know that they’ll continue to live a miserable life because they’re self-centered and only concerned about material things.  
We’re striving to enjoy life as God originally intended, which Jesus helps us experience as we model our lives after his.  4 I care about you and want you to enjoy life, too, so I’m  glad you’re committed to following his example.  I’d like Syzygus to help Euodia and Syntycus as they work with Clement and the rest of us to share God’s advice for a better life.

The Example Everyone Should Follow
You should be kind to everyone, as Jesus was.  Instead of worrying about things, let God know what you need and thank God for what you already have.  God will help you enjoy a better life than you can imagine if you focus on following Jesus’ and my example:  be honest, help others in need, follow God’s advice, and try to resolve conflicts.  
Thanks for The Gift
As you know, since I began encouraging people in Greece to follow God’s advice, you’re the only ones who helped me twice while I was in Thessalonica.  

I thank God that you’re still concerned about me and found an opportunity to send a gift.  I didn’t ask for anything because I’ve learned not to depend on others.  I know what it’s like to live in poverty and luxury, and I’ve learned that God helps me to be content in either situation.  Nevertheless, I accept your generous gift as an offering to God.  
Just as God motivated you to meet my needs, God will motivate others who follow Jesus’ example to meet yours.  Let’s thank God for this new way of life.
Final Comments

I want to include greetings from Jesus’ followers here, especially those who work for the Roman emperor.
I hope you’ll care as much about others as Jesus did.





Sincerely,





Paul
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