
To:    IB Area Chamber of Commerce 

From:    Roger Benham    roger@Pond20forUs.com 

 

SUBJECT: Pond 20 - Local NonProfits Sell us Out – Facts you Should Know 

 

Dear Members: 

 

On October 7, 2015, the Port District posted a RFP (Request for Proposal) on their webpage for the 

“mitigation” of 84 of the 95 acres of Pond 20.  The proposals are due by November 4th.  It is apparent the 

Port District is orchestrating a fast-tract giveaway, on what could be considered the last opportunity for 

true economic and prideful enhancement of the depressed Palm Corridor. 

 

The Port District members to the North are celebrating.  They will now have this precious land to 

“mitigate” their own economic development.  What does the IB Area get? Seriously? 

 

As it turns out, our local “nonprofits”, including SWIA and Wildcoast are celebrating also.  They were not 

only highly instrumental in pressuring the Port District for this giveaway, but have proposed to directly 

profit. 

 

The proof of their self-serving agenda is the attached document, the “William Hall – Mitigation 

Stakeholders Team”, a coalition of local environmental groups such as SWIA and Wildcoast, unnamed 

“ex-officio” city representatives, and development interests to the north, including Sunroad, BAE, 

Hornblower Cruises, and “Port Tenants”, see proposal attached below.  Their proposal claims to have 

“successfully and thoroughly interviewed members of the public”.  I have yet to meet anyone that has 

been interviewed. As is typical with these groups, I believe they interview their own ranks. 

 

Under the Revenue Generation section, the William Hall Team proposal declares “Funds that normally 

would provide return on investment (ROI) to commercial investors will be used for community benefit in 

Imperial Beach and south San Diego”. This is a huge red flag that reeks of backroom partiality and 

outright despotism, like something you might read about in the history of 19th century Czarist Russia.  

 

This is exactly the opposite direction that the IB Area should go.  The business acumen and ROI to 

investors, especially homegrown private enterprise, is exactly the kind of economic prosperity the IB 

Area needs most.  Look at Liberty Station for example. It should be apparent that SWIA and Wildcoast 

want to keep the IB Area economically depressed.  They don’t want competition. 

 

I would imagine the “Funds” referenced are the “net proceeds” referred to in Cindy Gompper-Graves 

email sent to the IB Chamber on July 19th, saying “Thank you All”.  From the looks of it, these “funds”, 

and the “two small sites”, appear to be hush-money payoffs.  The self-serving local nonprofits are 

setting themselves up to gain from the mitigation deal. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:roger@Pond20forUs.com


Wildcoast must be celebrating.  They have lobbied for the Port to renege on promise for economic 

development of Pond 20, and have made efforts to receive funding for their involvement with the 

mitigation work.  See Wildcoast’s “Capital Improvement Project proposal” referenced on page 1 of the 

William Hall Mitigation Stakeholder Team Letter-of-Interest, see attached.   

 

Ask yourself, in the last three decades that the nonprofits have boasted $30 million in land mitigation 

banking, have the local businesses benefited? Has the community benefited? Seriously, take a look at 

the Palm Corridor.  Do we have more access to our “open space”? An honest examination of the land 

banking activity will show that the public has lost in all respects, and the land-banking proponents are 

steering the community into perpetual impoverishment, while they benefit financially and maintain 

exclusive access rights.  

 

Please let me know what you think. 

 

Roger Benham 

info@Pond20forUs.com 

 

Attachment:  William Hall – Mitigation Stakeholders Team Proposal 

 

 

 
























