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MISSISSIPPI WILD & FREE 
Mississippi Wildlife Rehabilitation, Inc.  Winter 2014 

 

The morning dawns with a crystal blue sky, soft wakes lap-
ping on the lake shore, the sounds of the surrounding woods 
waking up with sleepy bird chirps and squeaky squirrel con-
versations. Behold, it is the perfect day at Arkabutla Lake for 
the Eagle Fest 2014! 

As the moments pass, the US Army Corp of Engineers roll    
in with grins and volunteer reinforcements. As they begin to 
pitch their exhibition tent, fellow exhibitors appear and soon 
the Dub Patton area is buzzing with busyness. The Hernan-
do Trustees come into view with a trailer full of hay bales, 

courtesy of Jimmy Sneed Farm. Then, the most handsome Fire Engine of the Eudora Volunteer Fire 
Department joins in the activities. 

Gourmet Grillers finds its spot and parks its delightful vending truck in just the right place.  Everyone 
works in tandem to bring the Eagle Fest to life! 

Finally, all is ready and the shuttle service starts bringing in the attendees from the parking area. And 
what do they find when they step off the shuttle and walk down to Eagle Fest? 

They are greeted by Danni the tortoise roaming the grounds to make new friends. Danni has other 
friends there that live with her at the Natural History Educational Company of the MidSouth. Then, as 
they continue to stroll, they see live educational birds which include hawks, owls and even eagles!!! 

There is a choice of four presentations to attend up at the pavilion to find out more about wild animals 
and how we can all protect them and keep their habitats safe. 

Smokey Bear was there to give out hugs, along with Bobber the Water Safety Dog and Buddy Beaver.  

Thanks to the educators, the partners and sponsorships,  it was a wonderful and delightful day 
with hundreds and hundreds of kids of all ages strolling, watching, interacting and learning with 
awe about the fantastic world of wildlife in Mississippi! - Bonny Groce 

 

 

 

Presented By: 

DeSoto County Greenways,                 

Entergy,                                                  

Jim Keras Subaru,                                 

Robert & Jeune Wood,                 

Longview Heights Church,                   

United States Army Corp of Engi-

neers at Arkabulta Lake 

Wild Birds Unlimited                                                                                      

MS Museum of Natural Science                                                               

DeSoto County Museum                                                                              

Wolf River Conservancy                                                                             

Strawberry Plains Audubon Center                                                                

TN Ornithological Society                                                                                

MS Department of Environmental Quality                                                      

USFWS/MS Bat Working Group                                                                   

TWRA State Ornithologist                                                                              

Mississippi Wildlife Rehabilitation, Inc                                                          

Alabama 4H Raptor Trek                                                                              

Natural History Education Company of the Mid-South                                 

Eudora Volunteer Fire Department 
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Each Christmas season we hear the story of the eight flying reindeer that pull Santa’s sleigh all 
over the world in one night. And don’t forget Rudolph too! But what made Santa choose reindeer 
to help him accomplish this feat? Wouldn’t elephants, with their 
huge flappable ears, make a better choice? Okay, there’s the 
weight factor, but what else makes reindeer the right choice for 
the jolly North Pole toymaker on his annual voyage? Read on to 
learn some of the secrets of the world’s most famous deer.  

Are Reindeer for Real?  

While Prancer and Dancer and the gang are the stuff of legend, 
reindeer are not. These large deer live in northerly climes, in 
North America, Europe, Asia, and the Arctic. In Eurasia (and the 
North Pole) they are called reindeer and in North America more commonly caribou, but they are 
all the same species. The wild herds of Alaska and Canada are known for their mass migrations, 
while large numbers of those in Eurasia are domesticated, raised for fur, meat, milk, and as work 
animals. Whether you call them reindeer or caribou, one thing is certain: they are physically well 
suited to pull a sleigh full of toys and a right jolly old elf.  

Questions and Antlers  

We’ve seen the pictures and we know that Santa’s reindeer—Dasher and Dancer and Blitzen and the 
rest—sport antlers. Does this mean that all of them (even Vixen?) are males? Not exactly—in fact, 
it almost means the opposite. Reindeer and caribou are unique among deer in that the females grow 
antlers, too. And even more interesting is the fact that the females retain their antlers from one 
spring till the next, while mature males shed their antlers in the fall—and are unadorned on 
Christmas Eve. So Rudolph and all the reindeer pulling Santa’s sleigh must be females or youngsters. 
Of course, it’s entirely possible that a male reindeer with the power to fly also has the power to 
keep his antlers through the holidays.  

All-Terrain Feet  

The all-terrain vehicle enables humans to traverse rough, muddy, snowy, 
or icy terrain. The caribou or reindeer has it beat: it has an all-terrain 
foot. The animal’s remarkable hoof actually adapts itself to the season—
becoming a sort of ice skate in the winter and sneaker in spring. The cari-
bou of North America can run at speeds of almost 50 miles per hour and 
may travel 3,000 miles in a year. Luckily, the animal is helped along by its 
amazingly adaptable footpads. In the summer, when the tundra is soft and 
wet, the footpads become spongy like the soles of tennis shoes and provide 
extra traction. In the winter, when snow and ice coat the North, the pads 
shrink and firm up, while the rim of the hoof, like an ice skate’s blade, 

bites into the ice and crusted snow to keep the animal from slipping. Sounds like the perfect foot-
wear for an animal that needs to come to a flying stop on an ice-encrusted rooftop in the dark of 
the night! Fur Float Given its geographic preferences, a reindeer has to have a pretty warm coat. In 
fact, the coat has two layers of fur, a dense woolly undercoat and longer-haired overcoat. The 
outer coat consists of hollow, air-filled hairs that give the animal such buoyancy when it enters 
water that only the lower two-thirds of its body submerges. A caribou or reindeer swims with ease 
and good speed, and migrating herds will not hesitate to swim across a large lake or broad river. 
If Santa ever decides to take to the seas rather than the air, he is in good hands! So next time you 
see Santa and his sleigh, remember that the story behind his reindeer is just as interesting as Santa.  

Are you seeing deer this holiday season in your neck of the woods? 

Is Rudolph The Red-Nosed Reindeer Actually A Female?                                            
Posted on Thursday, December 11, 2014 by eNature  
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Volunteers 

Above: Volunteer  Holden       

Gillespie helping roof a cage.  

Left: Volunteer Brandy Lynn 

with a fawn in rehab.  
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Volunteer Pam Griffin raised 50 Virginia Opossums this year. 30 of those all at one time 

and this year being a record for her to take in. Pam works a full time job, takes care of 

an elder parent and still finds the time to have an uncommon care for a specie that 

most people turn their noses up to as she serves MWR with such a beautiful,    caring 

attitude.—Petra May, MWR Volunteer Coordinator 

These opossums are a perfect healthy weight (about 2 lbs) to be released. Most of Pam's possums de-

velop white fuzzy tails. An Opossum's diet has to be monitored to prevent over feeding and obesity 

while in captivity and exercise is important . Pam has plans to build a nice large opossum cage so her 

rehab patients will gets lots of exercise and climbing experience while they are in her care.  

 

Didelphis virginiana 

Lifespan: 4 years (In captivity) 

Weight: 0.7 - 8.2 lb (Female) · 1.8 - 14 lb (Male) 

Biological classification: Species 

Belongs to: Didelphis 

The Virginia opossum, commonly known as the North American opossum, is the only marsupial found in North 

America north of Mexico. In the United States it is typically referred to simply as a possum. A solitary and              

nocturnal animal about the size of a domestic cat, and thus the largest opossum, it is a successful opportunist. 

(Wikipedia ) 

Their clean and shinny coats speak 

of receiving the best nutrition and 

cleanest housing possible.  Pam 

takes pride in her rehabilitation work 

and it shows! 
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Let it Go, Let it Go….. 
The Disney’s song from the movie Frozen is the song that Nancy Fachman, MWR Rehabber, heard as she 

was out completing her holiday shopping. As the song quickly entered her mind and she couldn't help but to 

start and sing along  to the catchy tune, she thought to herself that “Let it Go’ is exactly what MWR rehabbers 

do with the precious animals that they take in and care for….. Let it Go! 

Once the injured animal has reached a certain level of health provided by the rehabbers then it is time to re-

lease them back to wild where they belong …… Let it Go! 

Most of the time the animals are released back close to where the animal was rescued from or in some cases 

relocated to an area that has food, water and shelter closes to its natural habitat so that the animal has a 

chance at survival and a long healthy life being free.   

So the next time you hear of that catchy “Let it Go” song, remember your Mississippi Wildlife  Rehabbers and 

the animals that they rescue, rehab and release or Let it Go! 
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A non-profit organization passionate about wildlife is 
making a concerted push to build a new center set 
to rehabilitate animals and educate people about 
wildlife. 
 
Mississippi Wildlife Rehabilitation Inc. (MWR) Exec-
utive Director Valery Smith talked about her pro-
gram and the dream of a new center to the 
Southaven Rotary Club on Thursday.  
 
MWR started in 1995 to meet a growing need to as-
sist injured and orphaned wildlife. Their work is li-
censed by the state Department of Wildlife, Fisher-
ies and Parks and the United States Fish and Wild-
life Service (USFWS). 
 
Smith said the dream of the organization is to have a center built on 154 acres of land along Highway 304 
in the Eudora area. The land has already been given to it by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

But now, the challenge is to raise the $6 million needed to make it happen.  
 
“We are just now starting our fundraising campaign,” Smith said. “We’ll be doing a lot of programs and vis-
its to get the word out.” 
 
Smith said the aim of MWR is “rehab and education,” meaning rehabilitate the approximately 800 animals 
that come to the center each year, and educate people about the animals’ importance to the area.  
 
“We go to schools, churches, civic organizations and just try to raise awareness,” Smith said. “We’ll go as 
far as we can and when we can.” 
 
While outreach is the focus now, Smith is excited that the new center will be a location people can come 
to and learn more about wildlife.  
 
"When we have the center, the kids will be able to come to us and we’ll be able to take them on trail walks 
and do hands-on education," Smith said. That’s what our kids need these days.” 
 
The proposed location will also have three miles of trails to explore.  
 
Smith noted that MWR works to return injured animals to the wild and has a 75 percent success rate, 
much better than the average 40 percent success rate. 
 
Bob Bakken is a staff writer and may be contacted at 662-429-6397, Ext. 240. 

Birds of a Feather  

Center to educate, rehabilitate 
By BOB BAKKEN 
Staff Writer 

DeSoto Times Tribune 

Published: Tuesday, November 4, 2014 7:22 AM CST 
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 Program update: 

It's already the end of the year! "Baby 
Season" has definitely slowed down 
here in our part of Mississippi for most 
species!. We are busy doing releases, 
education programs and making plans 
to recruit new wildlife volunteers local-
ly to help us rehabilitate Mississippi's 
wild babies in 2015! An "Introduction 
to wildlife rehabilitation, Is it for you?" 
presentation is planned for some time 
in February, a time still to be decided. I 
will post the date soon so stay tuned. 
This class is for adults only 18 and over 
in keeping with state and federal laws. 
This will be an in-depth look at what 
wildlife rehabilitation is, what is in-
volved and what you can do to help. If 
you know of someone who might be 
seriously interested in helping us in 
2015, please tell them about our plans! 
Thanks so much!- Val Smith, 

Homeschoolers visit the ARK for a field trip!  
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Dear Friends,  

THANK YOU for another successful year of rehabilitation and release!  Your support has helped us intake a record 

amount of injured wildlife this year, over 800 patients!  Without you, we would not have been able to fund the 

mammal, songbirds, water birds, reptile and raptor patients we admitted into care this year. 

What’s new from Mississippi Wildlife Rehab?  

Mississippi Wildlife Rehabilitation, Inc. is happy to welcome the following people to new positions on our board:  

Bonny Davis, President 

Wayne Spell, Vice President 

Mark Jordon, Treasurer 

We look forward to working together to make our dreams of a nature center a reality!  

What can you do? 

   *Purchase or renew an annual membership for yourself or as a gift! 

   *Better yet, Sponsor a Raptor or mammal as a holiday gift! 

   *Take advantage of our “Honors/Memorial” program and honor someone who loved/loves wildlife by donating in their name. 

   *Make a donation to the ARK Building Fund or Ben’s Eagle Fund! 

   *Check out our Need List- simple things such as donating a few rolls of paper towels or boxes of Kleenex will really help during 

spring “baby      season”.  All roads lead to   www.mswildliferehab.org and  Like us on Facebook   

  *Please join Desoto Eaglefest on Facebook at:  https://www.facebook.com/DeSotoEagleFest 

Our many thanks to volunteers Natalie Bright, Event Coordinator for Desoto County Greenways, and Jamie Richmond with the 

United States Army Corp of Engineers at Arkabutla Lake  for helping President Bonny pulling off this year’s Eaglefest event! 

 Our heartfelt thanks to the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers at Arkabutla Lake,  Desoto County Board of Supervisors, the Desoto 

County Excellence in Education, the Desoto County Economic Development Council and the Desoto County Greenways for their 

support and commitment to helping MWR enrich the lives of adults and children in Desoto County and surrounding areas.  

Merry Christmas to you and your family in the coming New Year!  Good health and Blessings to you all!  

Valery Smith, Executive Director                 Missy Flanagan                                                                                                                     

Bonny Davis,   President                              Petra May       

Wayne Spell, Vice President                        Lee Caldwell 

Karen Brown, Secretary                               Elaine Adams 

Mark Jordon, Treasurer                                

  

MWR, Inc. Advisory Board: 

Dr. Johan Steenkamp, DVM            Dr. Danielle Steenkamp, DVM 

Andi Y. Lehman                               Mark Aquadro 

Larry Jarrett                                      Lewis Rogers 

  



Like us on Facebook! 


