In case you haven't noticed, 


we tend to live within a fairly dualistic worldview.  

Many try to portray the world as black and white.  


You are either with us or against us.  


Agree with me or your wrong.  


Democrat or Republican.  


Liberal or Conservative.  


Christian or Lost.  

But upon further inspection, 


there is a fair amount of gray in the world.  



No pure black, 



no pure white.  

Even in the world of binary code, 


where ones and zero give us all the information on our electronics, 



it is not a single one 



or a single zero that do that.  


But an extensive assortment of ones and zeros.

The world of wisdom starts out the same way, 


as two types of wisdom to choose from.  

But in the course of living it out, 


it gets pretty gray in most of our lives.  

Now it seems that James had members of his congregation


 who thought they had it all figured out.  

They claimed to be wise and understanding.  


James immediately asked them to show it by their good life, 



by the deeds done in humility 




that come from wisdom.  

Many of them could post multiple examples and proofs 


from their good life, 

if it were not for one word, 


humility.

This is the lynch pin that can make 


or break all of our deeds.  

We can do great things, 


but we can do them by the wrong means.  

In the Christian Faith, 


the ends to not justify the means.  

Yes, we can get the whole town of Skagway to profess Jesus as Lord and Savior, 


but if we do it through threatening to blow the town up if they don't, 



what have we gained?  

Or take Robin Hood's example.  


Is it right to rob from the rich 



to give to the poor?  


There is good being done, 



change is being brought about, 


but there is something a little off 



in the fact that the rich are being held at arrow point and spears 




until they relinquish what they have.  



You can have Fryer Tuck say, 




“Blessed are the joyful givers in the Kingdom of God.” 





to try and step it up a notch, 




but it is not going to land well.

This humility is hard to wrap our minds around, 


because it is not the natural order of things.  



The world prefers power, 




individualism, 




taking care of your own.  


It is hard to get away from.  

This week, 


I finished reading a book I mentioned months ago by just the title, 


When People are Big, 



and God is Small.”  
In the book, 


it highlighted the danger of even the best, 


well meaning intentions, 



that when not fully based on God's word, 




lead us astray.  

The danger brought forth, 


was our needs based, 


empty cup or tank Christianity.  



A premise that much of my counseling has relied upon.  

The basic premise, 


that we are to love 


because God is love 



still stands.  

But we have taken that counsel 


to love our neighbor 


and assumed the logical reciprocal.  



We need to be loved.  

Which leads to the thought 


that I can claim harm or damage 



if you are not filling my needs to be loved.

The writer points out 


that this is not what scripture says.  

We love, 


because God first loved us.  

There is no love anyone can give us 


that will out do the love God has given us.  

If we would stop viewing ourselves as a cup to be filled 


and then we can give out of what reaches the top, 



many of our issues would disappear.  

If instead 


we loved in the form of a bottomless pitcher, 



always pouring out the love,



 because that is how God operates,




 we would be following the wisdom in God's word.

This is but one example of how the world's wisdom 


creeps in to things that start out good in and of themselves.  

How we take something heavenly, 


make it more palatable as earthly, 


and as time distorts it, 



it becomes unspiritual, 




and then of the devil.  

Many of James critiques, 


and those of Paul, 


John, 


and the writings to the churches of Peter address these twists.  

Time and again, 


man takes God word, 


does not hold it within the larger context of scripture, 



and it leads to a different destination than it was intended.  

Instead of to the presence of God, 


it leads to the presence of the devil.

Now the thing that distorts the wisdom that we receive from scripture, 


is us harboring bitter envy 


and selfish ambition in our hearts.  

We see things we think we deserve.  


We want a world that will do more for us.  

Back when we went through the Screwtape Letters, 


we heard Screwtape advise his up and coming demon nephew



 time and time again, 


just twist the good things of God.  

So while it is good to love our neighbor 


in any and every way we can.  

We have to be aware 


that we don't twist it 



beyond the call to loving our neighbor.  



That we don't make it about us deserving love.  

The reason this math does not work, 


is that we have already been given the greatest love possible, 



the life, 



death, 



and resurrection of Jesus the Christ.  


This act has filled all needs that we have.  


It has addressed the issue of sin and the issue of death.  



All of our other needs are rooted here.

This is why the wisdom that comes from heaven 


is first of all pure, 



without bitter envy or selfish ambition.  

Instead 


it comes straight from the love that God first poured on us.  

It then is considerate, 


submissive, 


full of mercy and good fruit, 


impartial and sincere.  

All of these are actions that point outward 


instead of inward.  

When we look out for the good of our self-interest, 


our freedom, 


our rights, 



we have started down the road with a wisdom 




that does not come from heaven.  


It will help you in earthly 



and unspiritual realms.  

But it is work that is of the devil, 


no matter how good it appears at first.

It is by no accident 


that we see Jame's example being of a peacemaker, 



rather than and peace keeper.  

The most notable peacekeepers in our world today 


are the U.N. Peacekeepers. 

 There job is usually 


to keep whatever peace has been established.  


Often, 



this is done with a military



 or policing presence.  

The issue James would want to encourage this body more with, 


is engaging in the issues that are threatening the peace.  

Our own nation has faced this plenty this year.  


Why are people out protesting all the time?  



Because things are not right.  

The way things are in America right now 


are not yielding a harvest of righteousness.  

Some are doing okay, 

some do not feel threatened, 

some have experienced the system work just fine for them.  


I am self aware enough to know 



that as a middle class 



white 



male, 


there are thousands of things I have not had to worry about 



that others have.  

Just because the system works for me, 


does not mean it works for everyone.  

If we are concerned only for ourselves, 


that is not heavenly wisdom.  

It is as we look out for our sisters and brothers, 


as we love those others


and adjust the way things work for others, 



that the seeds of peace will be sown 




and in time raise a harvest of righteousness.  

It is up to us 


to choose which kind of wisdom we will implement.  

One will lead to power, 


fortune 


and fame for some.   

The other will lead to peace, 


mercy, 


and righteousness for all.  

We need to decide which kind of wisdom is wiser 


and lasts longer.  

Then commit ourselves to grow in implementing it 


as life progresses.  

While it is a either or choice, 


we know that our practice will be a mix of the two 



until Christ returns.  

But may our wisdom grow ever clearer 


as our life progresses.  

May we weed out those places we find false wisdom, 


so that true wisdom will have deep, 


rich soil, 



in which to bear great fruit.
