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Lobo

Call Sign:

USS Razorback Association

August, 2011

Don’t forget to check out the web site (above) from time to time—it’s a good source of info.

U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc (USSVI) 2011 National Convention - Springfield, Mo
September 5-11: UNIVERSITY PLAZA HOTEL 417-864-7333 or www.upspringfield.com. Optional trips to
museums/Branson etc. Reservations: www.ussvispringfieldmo.com.

3Sisters shipmates signed-up to attend USSVI Convention as of 7/20/11
SS-394: Bob Christians, Shane Foraker, Jim Franks, Billy Holloway, Joe Mathis, Robert
Medearis, Cal Moon, Jud Rouch, Ed Terney, Fred Weilminster, Ray Wewers
SS-395: Pat Householder Ray Wewers Jim Flanders Charlie Marin (Past Natl Cdr)
SS-396: John Peters (Past Natl Cdr)
If you received a hard copy of this Newsletter through the mail, but have access to the internet, please send me an email with your current email
address— Printing/Postage is our biggest expense.[Ed]

Issue: 2011 Lobo August. Rev # 36. Last edit: 8/8/2011 8:12:22 AM

---------- Pride Runs Deep -------------

Postmaster: Please return undeliverable mail to:
Ron Gorence
2563 Roseview Place
San Diego, Ca 92105-4734

To:

Instead, a two-sided, pull-out Reunion Registration form is on Pages 9/10 for
your convenience. DO IT NOW so our organizers can do the necessary planning.

SORRY, NO CENTERFOLD!

An optional application for RazAssn membership is attached to the bottom [Membership is NOT required! Ed]
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Special thanks to shipmates of all 3 sister ships who reserved their rooms at the Wyndham. The hotel awards free
conference rooms based on the number of room-nights we occupy, thereby eliminating several hundred dollars of our
costs for Hospitality rooms and for their set-up/clean-up. Our ranks are dwindling right along with our advancing age,
so finding new shipmates is our crucial main goal, but the side-effect advantage of the 3-sister concept is the financial
power of additional attendance: the number of room-nights anticipated has reduced the Reunion Fee to $25.00. [ed]

From the After Engine Room
Shipmates: The Three Sister Reunion in September ( Monday the 12th
through Thursday the 15th) will be held at the host hotel, the Wyndham
Riverfront. We will use both Hospitality rooms (but only need to qualify
for 1 with room rental nights). Monday morning registration will begin in the
Decantillon Hospitality room. Please note that all crew must register to attend any
function. The boat is open all during the week for us and we can thank the Base and
Museum guys for all their hard work in getting her ready for us. Zonner and his crew
really work hard for us. Here is a quick rundown of happenings:
Monday is an open day to hang out and catch up with your old shipmates and meet
new ones from other crews. We have so much in common that it will only take a
couple NTINS stories to get us all together. I know I can count on you to come with
an open mind.
Tuesday AM is a golf outing for all doffers. Rick Pressly is the man in charge of this!
He has challenged all comers. There is also a a potential for a trip to Memphis if
enough guys get in touch with Ron Gorence and offer to share rides. About 2 hours
each way. Beale Street and Graceland are all in easy reach. Sounds like a fun trip!
Tuesday evening is our first ever Wine and Cheese function. It will be held on the
Razorback barge. You are encouraged to bring 1 or 2 bottles of local wines from your
home state to share. You can bet I'll bring a couple of local NC wines to show off.
We'll supply lots of finger foods to offset the wine effects. Yes, there will be other
adult refreshments as well! If you can't bring some wine from home, bring a couple
bucks and come anyway. Don't miss this fun time to mix and mingle!
Wednesday noon is our first joint Ladies Luncheon in the Arkansas Dining Room at
the Wyndham. They will conduct a Christmas ornament exchange to get the ladies all
laughing and enjoying the Reunion as much as we are. Remind your wives about this A full hot and cold buffet lunch is only $15 each.
Wednesday evening is on the Arkansas Queen and all hands are invited and expected.
Great food, great music and great company. I promised my beautiful wife a dance so
you'll see me there for sure. No change from last years price!
Thursday will see separate business meetings for each crewmembers Assn. Times will
be posted at the event.
Thursday evening banquet is a huge affair in the largest ballroom at the Wyndham. No
change in last years price on that either!
A special guest speaker will keep you all on the edge of your seats. Then, we'll
auction off some unique items that all three crews are bringing. The boat whose
crewmember donates the item gets the cash paid, no matter who buys it. If you have
old submarine related 'stuff' at home, bring it along and donate it to your boat. We will
also have a special raffle going all week for 3 beautiful, cutout wall mounted
submarine models. Plus, the wine magnums with special 3 Sister Reunion labels!
Friday and Saturday will be optional work days on the Razorback. You can stay on
the boat or remain at the Wyndham - your call. The Razorback Base is hosting us on
the barge on Friday morning with a pancake breakfast. This is a great group of USSVI
sub vets who takes great care of our old home. You'll want to stick around to meet
each one of them. They do this for us each year and I wouldn't miss it. Count me in,
Greg Schwerman! Bring some old clothes and pitch in to help. All are welcome!
Get your room reservations ASAP. Call Hanna at 501-371-9000 for our special
rates, same as last 4 Reunions - $89 per night. We worked out some special favors
from the Wyndham and we need you to help out by staying here.
Also, be sure to get your reservation forms in now. Redfish and Razorback crews to
Shane and Ronquil crew to Ozzie to be counted right now. Don't miss this chance to
see your old shipmates. We get fewer each year so don't miss it!
Ron Sagaert, EN2(SS). President

USS Razorback
Association
Staff:
President: Ron Sagaert (RonS)
2238 Old School Trl
Morganton, NC 28655
(828) 433-7851
rtsagaert@msn.com

V. President: Bob Hickey
3 Clarendon Ave.
Brockton, MA 02301
(508)584-2570
bobhickey@verizon.net

Chaplain:Dean Read
333 W. Main St. Apt 402
Madison, WI 53703
(608)260-8883
prplsntp@earthlink.net

Treasurer:Shane Foraker
P.O. Box 131
La Luz, NM 88337
(575)437-0665
sforaker3@gmail.com

Webmaster:Herschel Holtman
2914 S. Browning St
Amarillo, Tx 79103
(806)374-5175
Hholtman@suddenlink.net

Editor: Ron Gorence (RonG)

2563 Roseview Place
San Diego, CA 92105
(619) 264-6995
mgorence@yahoo.com
Membership:Rick Pressly
1971 Secession Ave Ext
Abbeville, SC 29620

(864) 446-8561
rjpressly@wctel.net
1955- “I'll tell you one thing, if
things keep going the way they are,
it's going to be impossible to buy a
week's groceries for $10.00. “
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Thru the TBT:

Wyndham vs Club Med

I’ve paid $909 for my airplane tickets to Little Rock in March, which will probably pass a thousand $
by the time they frisk me and charge me for bringing a suitcase for extra skivvies. I have also already
paid about $250 on my Reservation Form, so over half of my upcoming wild liberty is already paidup. I’ve committed to about $600 for the hotel which brings the total to nearly $1,900, and I’ll likely
spend $500 for booze and food and have no idea where I’ll lose another $100.
For that $2,500 I could probably spend a couple of nights at Club Med (CM). Other than to make a point, I don’t
have any idea why I’d ever even consider staying at CM: If I want CM food, I am old enough to know where I could
get it closer to home for half the price. If I want the most comfortable bed, sofa or chair available, I’ll stay home because that’s where they are — or I wouldn’t have bought them. Granted, CM will deliver Pina Coladas to me in my
beach chair, and then I can go to their fitness center and work off the calories; or I can get off my butt and get my
own drink and break even.
At CM, I could hobnob with politicians who’ve retired by ‘serving’ their country for 5-10 years (and/or sold their
country down the drain), crooks working pyramid schemes of a thousand varieties, lawyers who’ve made a fortune
destroying businesses, individuals and our Constitution. Granted, there are those who have never done a physical
day’s work in their lives, but, are as hard working or entrepreneurial geniuses, and still genuinely deserve their
wealth and who are genuinely good men or women that I would not hesitate to mingle with. But…some acquaintances there would be just as full of B.S. as me, pretending they’re big-shots, but the problem is, at CM, I couldn’t tell if I
were having a beer with a hero or a pathological narcissist.
Alternatively, at a meeting of the submarine brothers, I know that even the officers have held an 18”crescent
wrench—or at least a jeweler’s screwdriver, and could identify a welding torch. Although they may not have been
able to make music with these tools, they valued someone who could, and eventually learned to conduct the orchestra. I have trusted my life: a) to men who could and would do whatever it took to get the job done, B) to the Captains
who gathered-up, fine-tuned and coordinated their crackerjack teams, and C) inexperienced officers who eventually
learned how to tie these exceptional chains of command together.
So, both at Club Med and at our reunion, I would realize that I was spending more than I should—but it’s absolutely
obvious that soft goose-down feathers under my butt cannot hold a candle to the experience, surrounded by my brothers, of buying time, the most enjoyable time I can imagine—the kind of time few others can afford to buy. I don’t go
to these places to make comparisons between rubber chicken and Chicken Cordon Bleu—either one goes south and
ends up with both ends pointed (ask an SS cook to complete the phrase, anything to make a t___). I do, however,
have extremely high standards for the quality of the B.S. floating through any air I’m exposed to; and only a submariner can understand what genuine, first-class, quality B.S. really is!

Scientific calculations for reductions to my (or your) $2,500 budget—all gravy.
If you travel to N. Little Rock, you will avoid the following at-home daily costs: Savings
1. Gas/Electric: Turned down/off vs. normal living comfort: (wild guess $)
2. Food costs for husband/wife at home (footnote 1):
3. Transportation/gas for errands, work, etc. not needed in NLR 2:
4. Husband/wife dine out (only) once a week 3:

<$40>
<$117>
<$52>
<$64>

<$273>
Footnotes & calculations:
1 Groceries at home, USDA National average, May, 2011: $80 to $154/week; avg. = $117.
2 Gasoline saved: (15,000 average miles per year divided by 52 weeks = 290 mi/wk; (290 divided by 20 mpg X $3.50 gal = $52.
3 $25 steak, $7 cocktail X 2 persons, one each!
Ron Gorence, Secretary/Editor

Memphis tour – About 10 people have expressed interest in a trip to Memphis (Tours and/or Graceland??).
Some of our members are driving to the reunion, and may offer to caravan in private cars to/from Memphis
(about 2 hrs one-way). Or – 30 people X $20/head would rent a $600 bus, if such a thing is available. I’ll do
some checking if Shane Foraker or I receive sufficient response. RonG
When the American Skipper said, :Fire One!” what did
the Japanese Captain say? (answer on page 6)

Thursday’s Razorback Business Meeting : We need
some careful membership consideration with regard to a
new two-year President. An informal poll has indicated
that the VP, Treasurer, & Secretary/Editor would be
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willing to serve again, but the guy who does all the work and catches all the flack is the President—someone needs to step up!
Charlie Brown, or one of our other WWII heroes would be my choice, but setting up for the next reunion, for instance, is a backbreaking task, and we can’t force someone into that. Has Bob Hickey jumped in and learned the job so he’d be the logical choice?
Would he accept? We’ll also need to vote on the Staff-approved version of the By-Laws, and if there’s too much discussion, we’ll
need to create another committee. There’s much work to be done on tracking membership, Binnacle lists, deceased, new members
etc.. Be prepared either to step up, or volunteer the shipmate next to you (that’s what happened to me, and it apparently worked).[ed]

Mail Bag:
Ÿ The goal for the [April] working party was to get the number 4 engine running. They did get the air compressor up and running,
but we were stopped on getting it started. However the cooks did get their pass through window re cut, a small but important
project. I had to fly out be for they tested the ship whistle, I don't know if they got it working. Mike (Marmon)
Ÿ My Father, George Stefaniak of Apollo, Pa., served on the Razorback. He is now a Holland member as he received his pin last
week at the Requin Base in Pittsburgh, Pa. of which he is a member. He served on the SS #394 Razoback from 1946-1949. He
was based in Pearl Harbor and I've read two war patrols on the Sub Vet site and they are exactly the way he had told us through
the years. I even charted the co-ordinate readings on google earth and traced his patrols one day at a time. With All Respect,
GEORGE R. STEFANIAK ....use my e-mail for any contact
Ÿ From Bill Zweiker: Message received. And thank you for the kind mention of Joann's passing. My wife was always "afraid of
ladders" but gamely scrambled down the ATR hatch like a true Shellback. Well, almost! She died wa-a-ay too young, at fifty
years of age. Thanks to all who offered prayers and condolences .Songdog out.
Ÿ From: JAMES BJORKLUND : Gordo....How come ur arriving on the 11th instead of the 12th and r u leaving on the 16th or
17th?... R u going to be able to stay for the working party??? ....P.C.
Ÿ Reply: fm RonG: Pork Chops:: I'm arriving the 11th and leaving the 17th. Why am I going early? Because I want to get plenty
of rest on Sunday night so that on Monday I can out-drink, out-draw, out-shoot, out-talk, out-bullsh**, out-etc. all them younger
old pharts! Not only that, right now I'm counting to fifty by twos to sharpen my memory for Lobo stories, and I've tied a bag of
buckshot on my coffee cup handle to get my drinking arm in shape— I'm also forgetting a lot of things in order to make more
room in my head for NTINS sea-stories. (Also it was the cheapest fare). If you need any advice regarding physical & mental
fitness training, don't hesitate to ask).

Razorback’s Warship Sisters:
Redfish: On her second war patrol, Redfish sank the newly built 18,500 ton Japanese aircraft carrier Unryū, on 19 December, 1944. Suffering a cracked pressure hull, she rose from 232 feet to
the surface and raced to escape Japanese pursuit. She transited to the Portsmouth
Naval Shipyard for repairs, arriving on 17 February 1945, and returned to Pearl Harbor 23 July, but preparations for her third patrol were canceled by Japan’s surrender.
She earned two War Patrol Medals for WWII. In the spring of 1954, fitted with a "dummy" rear
fin, she participated in the Walt Disney production of Jules Verne's "Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea " and in
September 1957, with deck and armament modifications, in the motion picture "Run Silent Run Deep." She capped
her film career by making several appearances in the popular black-and-white TV series The Silent Service, and was
ultimately sunk as a target ship off the coast of San Diego in June, 1958.

Ronquil successfully earned five WWII War Patrol medals, two Korean War Service
Medals, and Three Vietnam Service Medals
While the Ronquil was making a port visit in Sasebo, Japan in January 1968, orders
were received to proceed immediately to support the mobilization response to the
capture of the USS Pueblo AGER-2, by the North Koreans. This effort was very personal to many of the RONQUIL Crew, because the Pueblo’s CO Commander Lloyd "Pete"
Bucher was the RONQUIL’s XO from 1962 to 1964.
Like Razorback, Ronquil being replaced nuclear submarines
in the US Navy, but was still valuable to our allies so in July
1971 she was transferred to Spain— sadly, to end up ultimately as scrap metal. Like Redfish,
Ronquil made it big in Hollywood and was the star of “Ice Station Zebra” released in 1967.
I wonder if it was at about this time that somebody in D.C. made the deplorable decision to
name boats for other than sea-life? “USS Redfish (SSN-680), was the original name planned
for an attack submarine renamed USS William H. Bates (SSN-680) in 1969 prior to the beginning of construction.”
[ed]
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111 Years of Navy Submarine Service
Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON)(SS/SW) Rick D. West

"For 111 years, our Submarine Force has been protecting
America's interests around the world, underway at sea on
ships that sink by design, operating independent for weeks
and months in the depths over the vast expanse of
hydrospace. U.S. submarines are tasked with a range of
missions including the collection of vital intelligence,
operating as part of carrier strike groups, and defending our
nations interests forward deployed.
At the heart of these operations, onboard every submarine
is a finely tuned crew of expert submariners and operators.
It takes significant dedication and teamwork to maintain
these ships, keep them at sea operating and accomplishing
the Navy's mission. Those deployments and missions

would not be successful without this team of Undersea
Warriors we call submariners.
Let's not forget the submarine team ashore who work
tirelessly to keep our submarines ready for tasking and on
point. The submarine headquarters staffs ashore (Force,
Group and Squadron), the nation's two submarine tenders,
service support commands, and training commands, these
organizations do the hard work it takes to prepare and
deploy these ships into harm's way. They ensure we
provide the support our combatant commanders require
and continue to prove that our great Navy is a Global Force
for Good.
Thank you, submariners, for what you do every day and for
your continued service and dedication to our nation and
our Navy. Happy Birthday Shipmates! Going Deep

Speaking of elevens, did you know…
A sure way to remember to observe 1 minute of silence on next Veterans’ Day, 11/11/11, at 11 AM: That’s nine
one’s, or 111,111,111. If you multiply 111,111,111 by itself, you get 12,345,678,987,654,321 (nine 11’s, so count up
to, nine and back down to one). No excuse now to forget!

Keeping in Touch, by RonG
At the last Razorback reunion, I was enjoyng adult refreshments in the Hospitality Room, surrounded by
shipmates —among the best of my friends. Also there were some new friends, many impressive wives possessed of a grace that continually amazes me (not their grace, but that these submariners somehow managed to
seduce such ladies into marriage); and there were a few faces I recognized, but couldn’t identify.
“Are you Ron Gorence?” A guy pointed his beer bottle at me and asked.
“Yup… and, you DO look familiar…what’s your name?” I said, trying hard to attach a memory to his face.
“Curt Borud. I was the guy who grabbed you by the throat and knocked you over the acey-deucy game in the crews’ mess
back in ‘57 or 58.”
“Damn, seems like I’d remember getting into a fistfight. What were we fighting about?”
Curt had such a big smile on his face that I knew he wasn’t still angry, so I put my hand on his shoulder as we shook
hands after all these years. In fact, I was confident that what was coming would be a highly-exaggerated and humorouslyenhanced NTINS story with only a tiny grain of truth, so I prepared to defend my sterling reputation and smiled right back
at him.
“There wasn’t any fight. I yelled ‘you wrote those letters’ and I grabbed you right next to the coffee pot; checkers scattered all the way into the berthing compartment when I threw you across the table and down on the deck with your head
banging on the chill-box door. I was holding your shirt collar with my left hand while I reared back with my right to smash
your face — but all you’d do is laugh. I punched you once in the gut and that only made you laugh more so I just couldn’t
do it. I got off of you and went back into the Forward Engine Room and banged on the deck plates.”
“Damn,” I said, “what letters were you talking about?”
“Well,” Curt began, “Do you remember the night we went to Tijuana and picked up those girls from the States?”
“Was that in the Long Bar?”
“Either that or the Blue Fox; I think we hit ‘em both that night. Fifteen cent Tequila!”
“Two or three girls; from LA, weren’t they?”
“Four! Can’t remember the other guys with us, but they didn’t want anything to do with American girls, so you and I
walked back across the border with them.” Curt could tell that the memory was coming back to me as we talked.
Seems that we crossed into the USA and finally got sober enough to find the car that belonged to one of the girls: Could
have been an Olds, but I think it was an old Buick convertible with springs sticking through the back seatcovers and a top
that wouldn’t go up; Curt was in love with the blonde, but even so, he and I necked with whichever girls didn’t have to
drive—they had to test each other one at a time to find the soberest driver—until we got to a house in National City (which
we country boys assumed was probably somewhere in LA).
After another beer or two, smooching on a couch with more springs showing than the convertible, and several people
throwing up a few times, a bright light suddenly appeared in the driveway. It lit up the whole house.
“Quick,” said the girl who owned the car, “It’s my husband— just hide in the bedroom ‘till he leaves; he just came to pick
up some beer.”
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The bedroom was on the opposite side of the house from the driveway, so Curt and I climbed out the window, not sharing
her confidence that the guy would just grab a six-pack and leave. Curt lost a skivvy shirt and I lost my zippo and my socks,
but after an eternity of busting through neighbors’ hedges and bushes, we broke out of the jungle onto a street where we
saw a red Lucky Lager sign in a broken, but taped-up, plate glass window. We entered the establishment to count our remaining money and plan our immediate future: we had about $8.00 between us, it was 2210 and our Cinderella Liberty
would be ending in one hour and fifty minutes.
Luck was with us: we weren’t in LA, and a guy who, for a 50¢ mixed drink and $5 in cash, was willing to drive us to the
Nickel Snatcher (actually 25¢). I sure hope he had a good life, because we made it back to the ship, tied up to the Sub Tender anchored in the middle of San Diego Bay in the nick of time (We needed black socks to get off the tender, but not to get
back aboard our ship).
So, back to the rocky part of our long friendship: A day or two later, Curt must have shown me the address his blonde had
written out and given him sometime during the Buick ride, and she’d promised to answer his letters; I’m basically a romantic, so naturally I asked him daily if she’d answered his only letter yet, and, while others laughed at him, I kept our happyever-after hopes alive until a month or so later when we set off for a WesPac trip; there was no mail waiting in Honolulu for
him either.
While we were getting another drink at the reunion, I was suddenly deep in thought, my mind going back over fifty years:
I picked up a scrap of paper and traced a circle around a nickel. I drew a rectangle the size of a postage stamp next to it, and
then drew squiggly lines through the stamp. I carefully printed Los Angeles, California around the inside circumference of
the circle I’d drawn, and a date horizontally inside it. As long as you don’t touch my art with an eraser, you can’t tell it from
a genuine 1950’s postmark complete with a stamp cancellation.
We’d gone from Pearl Harbor directly on a northern run for thirty-some days, so I had plenty of time to prepare for a big
Yokosuka mail-call. Curt said he’d gotten suspicious when he’d found I was spending a lot of time on the typewriters in the
Radio Shack, and all his love letters had been typewritten, except for an elegant signature, something like ‘Lucy’ with little
X & O signs and hearts scattered all around it.
More telling of the story from one group to another around the Hospitality Room helped to fill in many of the details that
time had dimmed: I remembered three or four of us collecting the best parts of all the crotch novels aboard for adapting to
these smoking-hot letters. We studied Curt’s eyes, the wrinkles around his mouth, and then wrote how sexually excited Lucy became whenever she was thinking of ‘those sexy b lue eyes’.
Much more has come back to me while writing this, but I’ll just jump right to the moral(s) of the story:
First, nobody will ever treat his wife or mother with more sincere respect than a submariner’s shipmate! BUT, if there’s
the slightest clue that it’s a case of puppy-love, or just plain heat, don’t expect violin music.
Second, Curt came to the 2010 reunion not for a whole week but for just the one day and one night he was in Little Rock.
He had prior commitments, so he didn’t attend the Banquet or any of the events—just an afternoon and part of an evening
in the Hospitality Room. If I hadn’t been standing Topside Watch duty at the bar in the hotel foyer to see who’s coming or
going, or frequenting the Hospitality Room, or if I’d been transiting my wife or myself from another hotel, I’d likely have
missed him—and the opportunity of recapturing this part of my youth. The little devil on my left shoulder forces me
to smile, but the angel on my right (which, of course, all submariners obey) is shocked.
Ronquil : (37)
Bertschinger, Alton & Barbara
(We expect the final numbers to nearly double these)
Brown, Allen
Oberschmidt, Roy
Finney,
James
&
Jane
Osentoski, Richard "Ozzie" &
Razorback: (29)
Redfish: (22)
Gaylor, Jerry & Linda
Marcia Gronos
Moon, Cal & Junie, Joe,
Householder, Pat
Grosser, Hal
Roderick, Robert
Diane
Smith, George
Salisbury, Tom & Ann
Hinds, Glenn
Gorence, Ron & Mary Ann
Porterfield, F.R. & Lavonn
Simpson, Frank & Francine
Hoover, Charles & Judy
Read, Dean & Sheila
Lensover, Bill & Jo Ann
Howlett, Doug & Pat
Tolg, Robert & Barbara (Ronquil
Walls, Bob
Floersch, Timothy
Jacobs,
Danny
&
Judy
CO & Razorback XO)
Foraker, Shane & Janet
LaCourse James & Rita Hale
Kaiser,Walter
&
Irene
*Trevelise, Al WWII
Brown, Charles & Mary
Ottley, Dennis
*Kio,
Basil
&
Jane
WWII
Whitford. Dennis & Carmela
Kleinsorge, Mel & Helen
Hoffart, Jerome & Rosa
Williams, Benny & Juanita WWII
Sagaert, Ron & Kathrin
Fromm, Bernard & Betty Ann McKim, Robert & Janet
Meyers, Lew
*Plank Owner
David, Don & Peggy
Readel, Russell
Cameron, John
Wewers, Ray & Barbara
Bjorkland James
Redding, Sterling
Opple, Robert & Chris
Darnell, Dustin & Lorenna
Walker, Stanley & william
Mchaffey, Bobby & Cathy
Japanese Captain: “I was scratching my head, wondering why
Davis, Frank
that tiny speck of white water was getting bigger and bigger…
Reker, Fred & Norma
and then, it hit me.”
Hines, Ron

Planned R3 attendance to date:
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forces engage in violent, intense, close-in, hand to hand combat.
According to former Commandant of the US Marine Corps,
General Carl Mundy, units which are trained repeatedly into
31-member Military Leadership Diversity Commission, fine-tuned teams to engage and defeat the enemy directly, exist
and operate on the basis of masculine cohesion. "I believe that
set up by Pelosi's Lame Duck Congress a year ago,
requested that the Secretary of Defense, Robert Gates, execute a female service members bring tremendous skills and talents to
many sectors of our armed forces, but I believe equally strongly
"social experiment on diversity"; the goal of the
recommendations is to change the make-up of the leadership of that they are not best suited for the unique demands associated
with direct combat units."
the US Armed Forces. The Commission contains a sizable
Congressman Allen West as well as Congressman Duncan D.
number of civilian-equal opportunity professionals, as well as
Hunter, 2 of the 12 endorsed Combat Veterans For Congress
some retired and active military personnel.
who were elected in the 2010 mid-term election (out of the full
Because ethnic minorities are less likely to meet eligibility
slate of 27 endorsed candidates who won their primary
requirements for entrance into the US Armed Forces, the
elections), have already gone public on their view of the
Commission is urging the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and Air
Force to either lower or eliminate the standards that have always proposed "social experiment on diversity"; they feel the
proposal is intrusive and inappropriate.
been used for acceptance of recruits into the military. The
"This is the last thing the military should be thinking about,"
Commission proposal states education, entry test level scores,
said Cong. Duncan D. Hunter, a member of the Armed Services
criminal records, and drug use that up to this time have been
used to disqualify a large numbers of applicants, including some Committee who saw combat in Iraq and Afghanistan as a US
Marine Corps Officer. "Our military is engaged in a shooting
minorities and all felons, unfair and should be eliminated.
war," the California Republican stated. "This is just another
The commission completed a 162-page report and strongly
distraction that can't interfere with what's most important recommended that the Secretary of Defense and the Congress
endorse the proposals, that they act to execute the Commission's winning in Afghanistan . Congressman Duncan added, "some
people seem to think the military is a staging ground for social
"social experiment on diversity."
The Commission wants Secretary Gates to appoint a "Diversity testing, and that attitude only puts lives at risk."
Congressman Allen West, a Florida Representative, who as a
Czar" who will bypass the Congress on all future matters
senior Army officer completed a 1-year combat tour of duty in
concerning their proposed "social experiment on diversity" and
Iraq , and a 2-year combat tour of duty in Afghanistan said,
that in the future the Diversity Czar be permitted to by-pass
"The US Military is a merit based organization where anybody
Congress and report directly to the Defense Secretary.
Another of the many recommendations is that at confirmation, can succeed." Congressman West said the report "is a slap in the
all future flag officer selectees be required to demonstrate to the face to those minorities who have achieved seniority." In an
interview with The Daily Caller, Congressman West, who is
Senate Armed Services Committee that they have a rich
black, was not pleased with the report, and said that the military
background in promoting the "social experiment on diversity";
is not a social experiment for outside groups to impose their
future promotions to flag would no longer be based upon what
theories.
senior officers are best qualified to lead military personnel into
The US Naval Academy Admissions Office now openly
combat and/or would be most effective at improving their
practices the "social experiment of diversity." The Naval
command's "Combat Effectiveness."
Academy Admissions Board now admits student with SAT
While the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs is driving the current
scores in math as low as 410 and verbal scores as low as 370;
aggressive indoctrination of the US Armed Forces, in order to
the SAT score cut off for Midshipmen had normally been
turn the US Military into an openly homosexual organization,
around 600 out of a possible 800 score.
the Military Leadership Diversity Commission is pressing the
A former Admission Board Member agreed to make the
Pentagon to make additional destabilizing changes to the US
following
statement on conditions of anonymity; he said " The
Armed Forces in the midst of three theatres of armed conflict.
Among the many initiatives in its study, is a recommendation to unfairness is absolutely real." The "social experiment on
diversity" has been driven by the Chairman of the Joint Chief of
open infantry and armor units to women; the study said that
women should be allowed into male-only units to "create a level Staff's and the CNO since their appointments, and has resulted
playing field" in promotions "for all service members who meet in the admittance of marginal students, mostly athletes and
minorities, while by-passing fully qualified white students in the
the qualifications."
Hardened Combat Veterans say that "direct ground combat" is pool of 15,000 applicants annually. The results of the
admittance of marginal students has been an increase in serious
not like an MP being subjected to exchange of small-arms
gunfire with insurgents, or of military personnel being wounded violations of regulations such as drug use (resulting in multiple
dismissals), excessive use of liquor and inebriation on weekend
by an IEDs when transiting in a convoy, or a service member
liberty, increased violations of the Honor Code requiring
being abducted by terrorists while on patrols or on guard duty.
retraining to retain minority students (as a former member of the
There is a true lack of understanding of exactly what direct
Honor Committee there was no such thing as honor retraining;
ground combat entails, what closing with and destroying an
Midshipmen do not lie, cheat, or steal) and recently, one
enemy combatant by the most violent means available is; often
Midshipman lied to a law enforcement officer when in custody
it is a direct eye-to-eye confrontation, then being required to
for a federal offense.
employ upper-body physical strength that physically fit US
The Brigade of Midshipmen have been negatively affected by
Marines, US Army Rangers, or US Navy SEALs train for.
the "social experiment of diversity," and now the US
Direct ground combat is defined as an action when opposing
Armed forces will be subjected to that same experiment
Rep Allen West & Rep Duncan D. Hunter slam Military
Leadership Diversity Commission report

A
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during a wartime environment. The Supreme Court has ruled that
admission procedures at institutions of higher education that
consider percentages of race and gender as a consideration for
selecting and making up an entering freshman class is
discriminatory and those actions by a college Admissions Board
are a violation of federal law.
The "social experiment on diversity" imposed on the Brigade at
the US Naval Academy, pushing an openly homosexual
environment on the US Armed Forces, and now the proposal by
the Military Leadership Diversity Committee have all put the US
Military under unreasonable destabilizing pressure. The proposal
by the Commission to select future flag officers of the US Armed
Forces using some type of litmus test on diversity will not
improve the "Combat Effectiveness" of the US Military.
By recommending that senior military officers only be selected
for flag if they pass a test on diversity, and considering their race
and gender by some percentages, will not result in the promotion
of the most qualified senior officers who would improve the
"Combat Effectiveness" of the US Armed Force (there will be no
more Admiral Bull Halseys, General Pattons, General Chesty
Pullers, General Jimmy Doolittles, etc., because they would not
be "politically correct" selectees).
The American people are unaware of the aforementioned
coordinated assaults on the most effective and professional

military force in the world, they are not aware that the agenda
that is being driven by socialists and liberals who oppose the
US Armed Forces high standards of duty, honor, country, and
its support for the Judeo-Christian religions is hurting the
stability of the force. Those coordinated assaults by
progressives, pushing a "social experiment on diversity", will
weaken the US Military over the long term.
The actions of outside forces supported by the Obama
Administration are continuing to push the above listed changes
that are marginalizing the "Combat Effectiveness" of the US
Armed Forces. The US Military has protected and defended the
US Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the Republic for 234
years, experimenting with the structure and make-up of the US
Military organization and assaulting its leadership structure will
destabilize the US Armed Forces. We must rely on the
judgment of the 12 elected Combat Veterans For Congress and
other Congressmen to coordinate their efforts to halt the above
listed dangerous experiments with the US Armed Forces.
Joseph R. John, USNA '62 Captain, USN (Ret) Chairman, Combat
Veterans For Congress PAC Reagan Associate/Reagan Administration
Alumnus Former FBI/Former DHS Federal Law Enforcement Officer 264
S. La Cienega Blvd., Suite 186 Beverly Hills , CA 90211 Fax: (310) 8590811

Shipmates: I have also attached a request to our membership and others on our restoration plans for the boat. You've
seen it before but it might jog some memories just before the Reunion.
USS Razorback SS 394 - A boat that is returning to life as it was in the 60's
Most SubVets have heard how the USS Razorback (SS 394) was saved from an uncertain future in Turkey and returned to the US shores by many very determined people. In the ensuing years, a close knit Association of former
crewmembers has been formed. The USS Razorback Association has been working closely with the Razorback base of the USSVI
as well as the Arkansas Inland Maritime Museum (AIMM), the actual owner of the vessel, to bring her back up to US Navy standards. The City of North Little Rock continues to be a strong supporter of the boat and its new mission of providing young people a
hands-on glimpse of our Nation’s proud maritime history.
There has been a tremendous amount of work done to update and uplift the functionality and cosmetics of the boat. AIMM and the
Razorback base have worked continuously and the Association has joined in with live aboard work parties once or twice per year.
While we have made tremendous strides in returning some systems to operational status, there remain several show stoppers because of missing items. In some instances, the system is ready to go except for just one missing part. The engines are a good example. #4 is ready to roll as soon as we get the injectors tested and repaired as required. Air starting will soon be on line from an
external source.
Together, with AIMM, we have compiled a Top Ten list of items needed to further our trek back to 1960's post overhaul status. If a
SubVet out there has access to one or more of these items, please consider making it available to the USS Razorback restoration
project.
Contact Greg Stitz, curator of the AIMM, at gstitz@aimm.museum or (501) 371-8320 for donations of any sub equipment or items
of archival interest, or if you would like to join any of our work parties.
USS Razorback Top Ten Needs!
1. Fairbanks Morse Injector Tester (38 D 8 1/8 model)
2. Fairbanks Morse Injectors and Fairbanks Morse Injector Pumps
3. Original Style Coffee Urn, or set of drawings for re-manufacture
4. Ships Clocks
5. Old style nautical charts - prefer Pacific
6. Original Navy style Sextant
7. Stainless Steel Milk / Water Pitchers/galley equipment and furnishings
8. Bridge TBT Binoculars and Lookout Binoculars
9. Sonar and Radio headsets
10. Any other diesel submarine paraphernalia suitable for exhibit in the museum or the boat.
There are many more items we need, but these will be our top ten for now. They will enhance both the operability of the boat as
well as bring a sense of genuine readiness for sea by having essential operational items on the boat.
All contributions are fully tax deductible.
Smooth sailing to all, and join us for a tour of this wonderfully preserved submarine.
RonS
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Sept. 12-16, 2011

Three Sisters Reunion
USS Razorback SS-394 USS Redfish SS-395 USS Ronquil SS-396
North Little Rock, AR.
Reunion Registration Form: PLEASE CIRCLE YOUR BOAT
Name: _______________________________ Date: __________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________
Street/P.O. Box
City
State
Zip Code
Phone: __________________ Email Address: _________________________
Spouse &/or Guests Name(s): ___________________________________________
Highest Rank/Rate while Aboard: ______________ Years Aboard: _____________
Dates
Events
Number Amt Due
Reunion Registration Fee ($25.00/Person)

_______ ________

Monday: 9/12/11 Onsite Reunion Registration – Wyndham Riverfront
(10:00AM)
DeCantillon Room 1004
#2 Riverfront Place
Hospitality Suite is open daily. North Little Rock, AR
Razorback Open for Visitation (501)371-9000
Room Rate: $89.00
Ask for Hanna! Mention “Three Sisters Reunion”
Tuesday 9/13/11 Golf Tournament – Burns Park
(8:30AM Tee Time) ($30.00/Person) Pay 1-3 Places _______ ________
Day Trip to Memphis, TN
_______
Car Pool
Evening Wine & Cheese Night
_______
(Time to be Decided) Hospitality Suites
(Bring a Bottle or two of Your Local Favorite Wine to Share)
Wednesday 9/14/11
(12:00 PM)
Ladies Lunch ($15.00/person) At Wyndham
Late Registration after 8/14/11 add $5._______ ________
(6:30 PM)
Arkansas Queen Dinner Dance
Cruise up the Arkansas River
($38.00/person)
_______ ________

See Page 2
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Thursday 9/15/11
(8:30 AM)

Number Amt. Due
Association Business Meetings: Assigned Rooms

(6:30 PM)
Reunion Banquet
($40.00/Person)
________ ________
Banquet Entrees are: 1.Beef____2.Fish____3.Chicken________
(Please indicate your choice)
The cut off date is 8/14/11 for the banquet. Add $5.00/person
After 8/16/11 cut off date.
Total Amount Due: $________
Friday/Saturday
(9/16 & 9/17)
Working Party-Sleep on the Razorback or Your Hotel
If you have a piece of Diesel Boat hardware you’d like to
bring it along!

donate, please

Bar Bottle Donation: Please put an “X” in the appropriate space to donate a bottle.
Scotch_____ Rum_____ Vodka______ Whiskey______ Peach Schnapps______
Gin______ Red Wine_______ White Win_______ Other________
Please call (864) 446-8561 or email me at rjpressly@wctel.net if you have any questions.
Return Registration Form and payment in full to:
Razorback Association: Shane Foraker
P.O. Box 131
La Luz, NM 88337
Make Checks payable to Razorback Association
Redfish Association:

Same as Above

Ronquil Association:
Richard Osentoski
3701 Brookshire
Trenton, MI 48183
734-671-3439
ussronquil@yahoo.com
Make Checks Payable to Ronquil Association
Razorback Association Membership: The Association charges an annual fee. This covers costs of
the quarterly newsletter and other operational expenses. To join, fill out this application and send it to
Shane Foraker with your $20.00 check payable to the USS Razorback Association. Annual payments
are due by December 31st for the following year.
Name:________________________________________________Spouse:__________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________
Dates on Razorback:_______________ to _______________ Highest Rank/Rate on Razorback:_________
Home Phone:____________________________________________ Cell Phone:_____________________
eMail Address: ________________________________________Date of Birth:______________________
Associate Membership: If not a Razorback vet, please state your relationship to the organization on reverse.
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3-Sisters RVers

As you go through the options of attending our reunion in North Little Rock, you
now have another choice for lodging. The North Little Rock Waterfront RV Park is
located just a couple blocks away from the boat and the rates are reasonable. Here is
the link, so now the RVers among us can have it both ways - the comfort and
convenience of their own place and a few days with old friends. All you have to do now is get
your reunion registration in to Shane Foraker
For the RV Park:(501) 340-5412, northlittlerockriversidervpark.com/
Reunion registration forms are on pages 9/10
See you in September!

History: The U. S. S.. Constitution (Old Ironsides),
as a combat vessel, carried 48,600 gallons of fresh
water for her crew of 475 officers and men. This was
sufficient to last six months of sustained operations at
sea. She carried no evaporators (i.e. fresh water distillers). However, let it be noted that according to her
ship's log, "On July 27, 1798, the U.S.S. Constitution
sailed from Boston with a full complement of 475 officers and men, 48,600 gallons of fresh water, 7,400
cannon shot, 11,600 pounds of black powder and
79,400 gallons of rum ."Her mission: "To destroy and
harass English shipping."
Making Jamaica on 6 October, she took on 826
pounds of flour and 68,300 gallons of rum. Then she
headed for the Azores , arriving there 12 November..
She provisioned with 550 pounds of beef and 64,300

gallons of Portuguese wine .
On 18 November, she set sail for England . In the
ensuing days she defeated five British men-of-war and
captured and scuttled 12 English merchant ships, salvaging only the rum aboard each.
By 26 January, her powder and shot were exhausted.
Nevertheless, although unarmed she made a night raid
up the Firth of Clyde in Scotland . Her landing party
captured a whisky distillery and transferred 40,000
gallons of single malt Scotch aboard by dawn. Then
she headed home.
The U. S. S. Constitution arrived in Boston on 20
February 1799, with no cannon shot, no food, no powder, no rum , no wine , no whisky , and
38,6
00 gallons of water.

Investment Advice [?]
If you had purchased $1,000 of shares in Delta Airlines one year ago, you will have $49.00 today!
If you had purchased $1,000 of shares in AIG one year ago, you will have $33.00 today.
If you had purchased $1,000 of shares in Lehman Brothers one year ago, you will have $0.00 today.
But, if you had purchased $1,000 worth of beer one year ago, drank all the beer, then turned in the
aluminum cans for recycling refund, you will have received a $214.00.
Based on the above, the best current investment plan is to drink heavily & recycle. It is called the 401-Keg.

NTINS: One day a husky young submariner staggers
down a narrow street drunk and before long, discovers that
he's lost. Wandering about, he notices a frowning skimmer—a big hairy Boatswain’s Mate— heading rapidly in
his direction apparently with the intention of kicking some
submarine butt.

The young submariner thinks, 'Oh, oh! I'm in deep
doo-doo now!' Seeing the nearby door of a skimmerbar, he quickly slips inside and sits down on a stool
with his back to the approaching menace. Just as the
Bosun enters the door and is about to leap, the submariner spills a drop of tomato juice from a nearby glass
onto his white hat and throws it disgustingly on the
bar-top while exclaiming loudly, 'Boy, that was one
tough skimmer! Too bad I got blood all over his hat. I
wonder if there are any more surface craft sailors
around here?'
Hearing this, the hairy Bosun halts his attack in mid-

strike, a look of terror comes over him and he slinks
back out the door.
'Whew!' says the skimmer, 'That was close! That
husky young submariner nearly had me!'
Meanwhile, Betsy the Bargirl who had been watching the whole scene from a nearby booth, figures she
can put this knowledge to good use and trade it for a
cash reward from the Boatswain’s Mate. So, off she
goes...
She soon catches up with the skimmer, spills the
beans and strikes a deal for herself with the Bosun.
The Bosun is furious at being made a fool of and says,
'Here, Betsy, come on and see what's going to happen to
that conniving bubblehead!
Now, the submariner sees the skimmer coming with the
bar-girl behind and thinks, 'What am I going to do now?',
but instead of running, the submariner sits down with his
back to his attackers, pretending he hasn't seen
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them yet, and just when they get close enough to hear the
young submariner says... 'Where's that Bar Girl? I sent her
off an hour ago to bring me another surface sailor with a
clean white hat!’

[ed} This item is not certified to be a bona fide NTINS for a couple of
reasons: (a) a clean white hat is only valuable to a submariner during
the brief time he needs it to get off his ship for liberty, and (b) submariners rarely say “doo-doo.”

Does anybody remember that sort-of husky officer we used to call Sir Circumference? (Too much Pi)

Eternal Patrol

-Rest in Peace, Shipmate -

12/22/2010: Whittier Gale Davis, CDR, of Coronado, Ca
4/24/2011: Eugene “Hoot” Gibson,(‘58-59?),TM1(SS), of Oxnard, Ca (Assn Member)
6/8/2011: Donald D. Snyder, RMCS(SS) of Milwaukie, Or
3/26/2011: Donald L Koch, RM(SS), of Evansville, IN
1/10/2011: John Howard Chidester, SN(SS), of Glendale, AZ
3/5/2011: Wally Kinchen (‘62-’63), IC3(SS) of Fresno, CA (Assn Member
5/15/2011: Clayton Boyd Orth, Jr. of Paradise Valley, AZ

‘THREE SISTERS’ REUNION RAFFLE – North Little Rock, AR - Sept 2011
3 Sisters

The Redfish crew will hold a raffle at the reunion for a $ 260.00 "Cutaway Replica"
of one each of the USS REDFISH, RAZORBACK AND RONQUIL
This six layer museum-quality cutaway replica has natural Basswood finish mounted on a Baltic
Blue matte, and presented in a 22.5" X 8.5" cherry-finish frame.

Tickets — $5.00 each or 6/$25.00
Tickets will be sold and the money collected at the reunion —please do not send raffle money in with your registration.
Not attending?
“Three Sisters” shipmates who will not be attending the reunion will need to get payment to us before Sept 1st so we'll have time
to get your ticket stubs back to you. Specify the number of tickets desired and send your check to Doug “Abe” Abramson, 17627
40TH Ave N.W., Stanwood WA 98292 along with your mailing address info and your preferred boat.

Razorback Association Membership: The Association charges an annual fee. This covers costs of
the quarterly newsletter and other operational expenses. To join, fill out this application and send it to
Shane Foraker with your $20.00 check payable to the USS Razorback Association. Annual payments
are due by December 31st for the following year.
Name:________________________________________________Spouse:__________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________
Dates on Razorback:_______________ to _______________ Highest Rank/Rate on Razorback:_________
Home Phone:____________________________________________ Cell Phone:_____________________
eMail Address: ________________________________________Date of Birth:______________________
Associate Membership: If not a Razorback vet, please state your relationship to the organization on reverse.

ELK SEX:

Two guys are drinking in a bar. One says, "Did you know that elks have sex 10 to 15 times a night?"
"Aw crap..," says his shipmate, "and I just joined the Razorback Association!!"

Footnotes:
UQC –An underwater telephone (AKA Gertrude). Razorback’s voice call-sign was Lobo
NTINS – Now This Is No Sh*t. (As opposed to Nursery rhymes, which begin with’ Once upon a time…’)
TBT - Target Bearing Tracker (on the Bridge)
Bravo-Zulu (Well Done)

