
The Large Munsterlander Association of America 
Bylaws 

August 15, 2012 
 

1.  Name 
 
The name of this association is The Large Munsterlander Association of America, referred to in these Bylaws as 
the Association. 
 

2.  Purpose 
 
The purpose of the Association is to maintain the quality of the Large Munsterlander as a versatile hunting dog.  
To that end, the Association will: 
2.1 adopt and maintain a breed standard for the Large Munsterlander in the United States which shall 
emphasize demonstrated performance as a versatile hunting dog as much as, or more so, than color and 
conformation characteristics; 
2.2 guide breeding practices to maximize the health of individual dogs and the breadth and diversity of the 
gene pool; 
2.3 when consistent with the breed standard and upon proof of qualifications approve the breeding eligibility 
of qualified Large Munsterlanders; 
2.4 provide for the registration of the offspring of approved breedings of Large Munsterlanders in the United 
States whose inheritance traces back to the foundation stock, and issue certificates of registration showing their 
ancestry and the performance scores of their ancestors; 
2.5 provide for the recording of the ancestry of other purebred progeny of Large Munsterlanders in the 
United States that do not qualify for registration, and issue certificates of identification; 
2.6 compile and maintain a database of all Large Munsterlanders bred in and imported to the United States, 
including performance scores, health, conformation and temperament traits as reported by owners, breeders, 
judges, veterinarians or members of the Association; 
2.7 review and designate the tests and breeding qualifications most appropriate to achieving the 
Association’s goals; 
2.8 facilitate communication and camaraderie among owners and breeders of Large Munsterlanders; using 
tools such as websites, newsletters, breeder’s bulletins, and social events; and 
2.9 provide potential buyers of Large Munsterlanders with objective information about the characteristics of 
the breed as a hunting and family dog and about the genetic background and performance scores of the 
ancestors of individual dogs: and 
2.10 cooperate with other foreign and domestic breed clubs and testing organizations as appropriate. 

 
3. Definitions. 

 
3.1 “Association” means the Large Munsterlander Association of America. 
3.2 “Board” means the Board of Directors. 
3.3 “Breed Standard” means the description of the Large Munsterlander set forth in paragraph 7 below.  It 
is intended as a both a general description of existing Large Munsterlanders and as a guideline toward which 
breeding efforts should be focused, but no dog shall be disqualified from registration as a Large Munsterlander 
solely because of characteristics different from or outside the range set forth in the Breed Standard, except that 
it must be black and white in color. 
3.4 “FCI” means Fédération Cynologique Internationale. 
3.5 Gender.  As used in these Bylaws, a pronoun of one gender includes the other, and, unless the context 

clearly implies otherwise, “dog” includes bitch. 
3.6 “Lease” or “leased” means to use for breeding a dog owned by another, regardless of whether there is 

any cash or non-cash compensation paid to the owner for such use. 
3.7 “Member” means a Regular Member as defined in paragraph 4.1, unless the context clearly implies 

otherwise, and “membership” refers collectively to the Regular Members. 
3.8 “NAVHDA” means the North American Versatile Hunting Dog Association. 
3.9 “United States” means the United States of America and its possessions 
3.9 “VHDF” means the Versatile Hunting Dog Federation. 
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4. Membership 

 
4.1 Regular Membership.  Subject to paragraph 4.4 below, membership shall be open to anyone.  A 
Regular Member is a person whose primary residence is in the United States who has filled out and signed the 
Board-approved membership form and paid the dues established for the calendar year pursuant to paragraph 
10 below.  All persons who become Regular Members thereby agree to be bound by the Association’s Articles 
of Incorporation and these Bylaws regardless of citizenship, and have voting privileges. 
4.2 An Associate Member is a person who has paid the dues established for the calendar year pursuant to 
paragraph 10 below that do not otherwise meet the qualifications for Regular Membership.  Associate Members 
have no vote and are not entitled to serve as officers or directors.   
4.3 A Complimentary Member is a person or entity who the Board has determined should be granted such 
membership without the payment of any dues.  Complimentary Members have no vote and are not entitled to 
serve as officers or directors. 
4.4 Required Membership.  Regular Membership is required of officers and directors, and any owner of a 
bitch who seeks to obtain the Breeding Officer’s approval of a breeding of that bitch or to obtain registration of 
the resulting litter. 
4.5     Members’ Duties.  Regular Members shall (a) obtain the approval of the Breeding Officer prior to 
breeding any Large Munsterlander; (b) utilize for all breedings a kennel name approved by the Breeding Officer 
as not being confusingly similar to another kennel name in use for the breeding of Large Munsterlanders; (c) 
maintain accurate, contemporaneous records of all breedings of Large Munsterlanders and the number, gender 
and identification of all offspring of such breedings, and make such records available for inspection by the 
Breeding Officer or by any person authorized by the board of directors of the Association; (d) promptly report to 
the Breeding Officer all litters born to a bitch owned or leased by the Member, on official forms prescribed by the 
Breeding Officer, and pay all litter registration fees required pursuant to paragraph 10.2 below; (e) name all 
puppies with names that do not exceed 30 letters and spaces, and which start with the kennel name followed by 
a name beginning with the letter of the alphabet indicating the order of litters produced by that kennel; (f) tattoo 
before eight (8) weeks of age all surviving puppies born to a bitch owned or leased by the Member, with the 
registration number provided by the Breeding Officer;  (g) upon request of the Breeding Officer, obtain and 
provide blood or DNA samples of any dog owned or leased by the Member, or any puppy produced by any 
breeding; (h) agree that any intellectual property or services created by a Member of the Association for the 
benefit of the Association shall be the property of the Association, and the creating Member agrees to be 
deemed to be a volunteer of these services and property and shall have no rights to any intellectual property so 
created; and (i) abide by the Articles of Incorporation and these Bylaws.  
4.6 Suspension or Revocation of Membership.  Membership of any Member may be revoked or 
suspended by majority vote of the Board of Directors upon proof satisfactory to them that the Member has (a) 
contravened these Bylaws relating to (i) eligibility for registration, (ii) identification of a dog, a pedigree or a dog’s 
test results, (iii) the keeping of private breeding records, or (iv) failure to perform any Members’ Duties described 
in 4.5.  Such revocation or suspension may be made only after notice to the Member of the specific charges and 
sufficient opportunity for such Member to provide such explanation and evidence to the Directors as the Member 
deems appropriate.  Such revocation may be temporary, for a set term, or permanent.  Except for 
reconsideration by the Board, any such decision shall be final and not subject to appeal or review by any other 
court or tribunal of any kind.   Any such suspended or expelled Member may apply for reinstatement at any time, 
which may be granted at the discretion of the majority of the Board. 
4.7 Annual Meeting.  An annual meeting of the Members may be called by the President for any location in 
the United States, upon 60 days written notice to all Members.  Alternatively, any business that could or should 
be conducted at such an annual meeting (such as the election of officers and directors, delivery of the 
President’s and Treasurer’s annual reports, and voting on amendments to articles or bylaws) may be conducted 
by mail, newsletter or other electronic means. 
 

5.  Directors 
 

5.1 Board of Directors.  The Association’s business and affairs shall be supervised by a Board of Directors 
consisting of five (5) Directors.  The President and the Breeding Officer shall automatically serve as Directors.  
The other three (3) Directors shall be elected by a vote of the entire Membership, to be conducted annually.  
Generally the term of each directorship shall be three (3) years, but at the first such election in the year 2012, 
one Director shall be elected to a two-year term and one shall be elected to a one-year term.  The President 
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shall serve as the Chairman of the Board of Directors.  If not a Director, the Secretary shall serve as an ex 
officio member of the Board of Directors for the purpose of preparing minutes of meetings and other actions.  A 
vacancy in a Director position may be temporarily filled by majority vote of the Directors, for a period not to 
exceed one year, within which time an election shall be held to elect a person to serve until the expiration of the 
term. 
5.2 Board of Directors’ Meetings.  The Directors shall meet as often as the President determines is 
appropriate but in any event no less often than annually.  Any such meeting may occur in person or 
electronically.  The President shall call any such meeting by providing all other Directors at least thirty (30) days’ 
notice of such meeting, however in any event the Directors may unanimously waive or shorten the required 
notice.  The call for each meeting shall include an agenda, and the Board may not make a final, formal decision 
on any issue not identified in such agenda unless all five Directors are present and unanimously waive this 
requirement.  The Board may take official action at any such meeting at which a quorum is present (either in 
person or electronically), defined to consist of at least four (4) Directors, and all decisions of the Board shall be 
by majority vote of those present.  In addition to actions taken at any such meeting, the Directors may act at any 
time by unanimous consent. 
 

6.  Officers 
 
6.1 Officers.  The day to day business of the Association shall be conducted by its Officers, consisting of a 
President, Breeding Officer, Treasurer and Secretary.   Such Officers shall be elected by a vote of the general 
Membership for three-year terms, with the first term expiring 12/31/2015.  A Member may serve in more than 
one office and an Officer may also serve as a Director, provided that there shall always be five Directors.  A 
vacancy in office may be temporarily filled by majority vote of the Directors, for a period not to exceed one year, 
within which time an election shall be held to elect a person to serve until the expiration of the term. 
6.2 President’s Duties.  The President shall:  (a) conduct the day to day business of the Association 
including all duties and functions normally incident to the office of president except as the President may 
otherwise be directed by the Board; (b) sign all of the Association’s official documents except for (i) breeding 
records that are the responsibility of the Breeding Officer, (ii) checks that may be signed by the Treasurer, and 
(iii) minutes and certificates that may be signed by the Secretary; (c) authorize all expenditures of Association 
funds; (d) call for the vote of the general Membership on all items requiring such vote, including elections of 
Officers and Directors and modification of these Bylaws; (e) serve as a Director and as Chairman of the Board 
of Directors and, in that capacity, call for and preside over all meetings of the Board; (f) report to the general 
membership, no less often than annually, on the affairs of the Association and its Board; and (g) such other 
functions and duties as may be imposed by the Board. 
6.3 Breeding Officer’s Duties.  The Breeding Officer shall (a) maintain and make easily accessible a 
current list of all Large Munsterlander dogs and bitches who are approved for breeding in the United States; (b) 
approve (or disapprove) in advance all proposed breedings of Large Munsterlanders in the United States; (c) 
issue pedigrees and certificates of registration for all Large Munsterlanders born in the United States or its 
possessions who are eligible for registration, and provide updated certificates of registration when dogs satisfy 
the requirements to become eligible for breeding; (d) record for identification purposes the offspring of all 
breedings of Large Munsterlanders that are not then eligible for registration, and provide the owners of such 
dogs certificates of recordation; (e) provide replacement certificates of registration and recordation as 
requested, and issue certificates of registration if eligibility requirements are subsequently satisfied; (f) establish 
and communicate to members the procedures, requirements, qualifications and records necessary for the 
collection, preservation, transportation, sale and use of semen and embryos, and for the registration of dogs 
resulting there from; (g) compile and maintain a database of all Large Munsterlanders bred in and imported to 
the United States, including performance scores, health, conformation and temperament traits as reported by 
owners, breeders, judges, veterinarians or members of the Association; (h) maintain current and accurate 
records of all such activities and make all such records available for inspection where they are maintained by 
any Member or by any person authorized by the Association;  and (i) serve as a Director. 
6.4 Secretary’s Duties.  The Secretary shall (a) keep the official originals of the Association’s articles of 
incorporation, bylaws and any amendments thereto; (b) prepare and maintain accurate minutes of all meetings 
of the general Membership and of the Board; (c) prepare, distribute, receive and count all nominations and 
ballots for all matters requiring the vote of the general Membership and certify the results of all such votes; and 
(d) when appropriate, provide certificates of any action taken by the Board or the general Membership. If the 
Secretary’s name is on a ballot as a candidate for any elected position, the Board will appoint another Member 
to perform the duties described in 6.4 (c). 
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6.5 Treasurer’s Duties.  The Treasurer shall (a) maintain the bank account(s) for all Association funds; (b) 
sign all checks for all Association expenditures; (c) maintain accurate records of all of the Association’s financial 
transactions; d) maintain an accurate membership list; (e) provide to the general Membership no less often than 
annually a Treasurer’s Report summarizing the Association’s receipts, expenditures and cash on hand; (f) 
obtain an audited financial statement at any time upon request of the Board; and (g) comply with any and all 
requirements of the Internal Revenue Service or the Minnesota Department of Revenue, including but not 
limited to timely filing of annual tax returns.  
6.6 Other Offices.  The Board of Directors may create such other unofficial offices or committees as it 
deems appropriate, such as Newsletter Editor, Breeders’ Bulletin Editor, Director of Public Relations, Test 
Director or Committee, Breeding Advisory Committee, Webmaster, Breed Registrar, etc., and may appoint 
Members to serve in such offices at the pleasure of the Board. 
6.7 Office.  The office and address of the Association shall be the residence address of the Association 
President, or such other address as the President may designate.   
 

7. Breed Standard 
 

7.1 FCI Standard.  A breed standard for the Large Munsterlander was first devised in 1919. The standard is 
‘owned’ by the Verband Große Münsterländer e.V. (VGM) in Germany, which in turn is a member of the 
German Jagdgebrauchshundverband (JGHV) and the Verband Deutsches Hundewesen (VDH), and 
thereby is represented internationally at the Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI).   FCI 
publishes the Breed Standard on behalf of the VGM, No. 118.  

 
FCI-Standard N° 118 / 12. 10. 1998 / GB  
 

LARGE MUNSTERLANDER 
(Grosser Münsterländer Vorstehhund) 

Translation:  Mrs.Peggy Davis.  
Origin:  Germany.  
Date of Publication of the Original Valid Standard:  24.06.1987.  
Utilization:  Versatile, useful multi-purpose gundog. His strength is his work after the shot.  
Classification F.C.I.:  Group 7 Pointing Dogs.  

Section 1.2 Continental Pointing Dogs, « Spaniel type ».  
With working trial.  

Brief Historical Summary: The historical development of the large Munsterlander goes back to the  
white/particolor bird and hawking dog of the Middle Ages via the Stöberhund and Wachtelhund to the Pointer of 
the 19th century.  The Large Munsterlander as well as the Small Munsterlander and the Deutsch-Langhaar 
(German Longhair) belong to the family of the longhaired German Pointing Dogs, whose planned breeding 
began towards the end of the 19th Century.  After the «German Longhair Club» finally excluded the black color 
from breeding in 1909, the «Club for the pure breeding of the black and white Münsterland Pointers» (founded in 
1919) took over the breeding of the black and white Longhair.  
After incorporating the remainder of these native Longhairs, in particular from West-Münsterland and lower 
Saxony, onto a foundation list, the Club began the planned breeding of the Large Munsterlander in 1922. The 
foundation list comprised 83 dogs.  Descendants of the dogs on the original list were entered into the stud book 
for Large Munsterlander.  The Club keeping the stud records is the «Verband Grosse Münsterländer e.V.», to 
date organized in eight independent regional groups. The «Verband Grosse Münsterländer» is a member of the 
V.D.H. (Verband für das Deutsche Hundewesen) and of the Federation of Working Gundogs (JGHV).  
 
General Appearance:  Strong muscular body, yet racy general impression.  Expression of intelligence and  
nobility.  Clean outline.  
Important Proportions:  Length of body and height at withers should, as near as possible, be equal. Length of 
body can exceed height at withers by 2 cm.  
Behavior / Temperament: The most important qualities are: to be tractable and easily taught, dependable for 
use as a gundog, in particular after the shot.  Lively temperament without being nervous.  
Head:  Noble and elongated, with intelligent outlook. Definite well-muscled chin.  
Cranial Region:  
Stop:  Modest.  
Facial Region:  
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Nose:  Pronounced black nose leather.  
Muzzle:  Strong, long and well developed for its use.  Bridge of nose straight.  
Lips:  Not pendulous.  
Jaws/Teeth:  Strong and complete dentition (42 teeth) with well formed canines and perfect scissor bite.  
Eyes:  The darker the better; eyelids tightly fitting.  
Leathers:  Broad, set on fairly high, rounded at tips, close fitting.  
Neck:  Strong and well muscled with noble curve.  
Body:  
Withers:  Medium height, long, well muscled.  
Back:  Short, firm, straight.  
Loins:  Pronounced, protected by taut muscles.  
Croup:  Long, broad, sloping only slightly, well muscled.  
Chest:  Broad when seen from front, deep seen from side with definite fore chest.  
Underline and belly:  Lightly tucked up, taut, slim. Flanks short and set high.  
Tail:  Carried horizontally or slightly higher.  Seen from side in continuation of the upper line, without 
break.  
Limbs: 
Forequarters:  Legs straight, strong and well muscled.  Correct angulations.  
Shoulders:  Shoulder blade close fitting to the ribs.  
Pasterns:  Springy.  
Front feet:  Of moderate length and roundness, tight toes; dewclaws.  
Hindquarters:  Strong, taut muscles.  Vertical stance; correct angulation of stifle and hock joints.  
Hind feet:  As front feet.  Dewclaws are to be removed.  
Gait/Movement:  Springy walk and trot, covering ground, with long stride.  Gallop: elastic, animated 
with necessary drive and long bound.  
Skin:  Taut.  
Coat:  
Hair:  Long and dense, yet sleek and not curly or stand off as this hinders hunting ability.  Typical  
long-hair.  The coat must be specially long and dense on backs of front and hind legs (well feathered) in both 
dogs and bitches.  Also on the tail the hair must be particularly long.  The strongest tail feathering should be in 
the medium part of its length.  Hair on leathers should be long (good fringes) and reach clearly and evenly over 
the tip of the leathers (leather ends of ears not desirable).  Hair on head is short and smooth.  
Color:  White with black patches and spots or blue roan.  Head black, white snip or blaze admissible.  
Size and Weight:  
Height at shoulder:  Dogs 60-65 cm preferred 60-67 permitted, Bitches 58-63 cm.  
Weight (average):  Approx. 30 kg.  

 
8.  Breeding Eligibility, Registration and Recordation Requirements. 

  
8.1  Breeding Eligibility.  The Breeding Officer will approve (or disapprove) all dogs proposed for breeding 
primarily by evaluating Breeding Profiles submitted by their owners.  To be approved for breeding as a Large  
Munsterlander by the Association, a dog must be black and white and must: (a) be registered by the 
Association, or by LMCNA® prior to 12/31/2011, or, if imported to the United States, registered by a breed 
 association that in the judgment of the Breeding Officer employs registration requirements similar to the 
 Association’s including performance and health requirements intended to maintain the versatile hunting traits 
 and temperament, and evidence that such requirements have been satisfied by the dog’s parents and  
grandparents; (b) have qualified in a recognized test (or its equivalent) of a young dog’s natural aptitude to hunt, 
 point, track and retrieve (as specified in 8.2); (c) be free of major genetic defects and certified free of hip 
 dysplasia; (d) be of normal temperament and not gun-shy; and (e) be true to the breed standard (paragraph 7). 
8.2 Recognized Tests of a Young Dog’s Natural Aptitude to Hunt, Point, Track and Retrieve.  The  
recognized tests for a young dog’s natural ability to hunt, point, track and retrieve include: 

 NAVHDA Natural Ability Test (NAT):  Prize I, II or III, up until 16 months of age; NAT Evaluation (EVAL) 
tests from 16-24 months will be accepted only under extenuating circumstances at the discretion of the 
Breeding Officer. 

 VHDF Hunting Aptitude Evaluation (HAE):  A score of five (5) in each test category with a minimum total 
score of 50, up until 16 months of age; HAE tests from 16-24 months will be accepted only under 
extenuating circumstances at the discretion of the Breeding Officer. 
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 NAVHDA Utility Preparatory Test or Utility Test:  Prize I, II or III 

 VHDF Advanced Hunting Aptitude Evaluation: A score of five (5) in each test category with an index of two 
(2), and a score of 3 in all other test categories with a minimum total score of 108. 

 Other generally accepted versatile hunting dog tests:  Examples include tests administered by the 
Jagdgebrauchshundverband (JGHV or JGV-USA), with age and passing criteria similar to that described for 
VHDF. 

8.3 Registration.  To be registered as a Large Munsterlander by the Association, a dog born in the United 
States must be black and white and must be born to parents: (a) who are Large Munsterlanders approved for 
breeding by the Association as specified in 8.1; and (b) whose breeding was approved in advance by the 
Breeding Officer. Registered dogs imported to the United States from any other country should retain their 
original registration papers and will be tracked by the Association using the registration number provided by their 
country of origin.  Recorded dogs may become registered under the circumstances set forth in paragraph 8.5. 
8.4 Artificial Insemination.  The Association permits breeding by artificial insemination as an appropriate 
practice to enhance genetic diversity.  When artificial insemination is used without sire and dam present at the 
same location, the owners of the sire and dam must collect satisfactory blood or DNA samples of the dog, the 
bitch and the puppies which could later be submitted to a testing laboratory satisfactory to the Breeding Officer if 
requested.  Any and all fees associated with verifying parentage, if requested, are the responsibility of the 
breeder, and registration of offspring will be contingent on satisfaction of such requests 
8.5. Recordation.  For purposes of identification and maintenance of genetic records, the Association may 
record any dog that is the offspring of registered or recorded Large Munsterlanders.  The Breeding Officer will 
subsequently register such a dog if (a) both parents subsequently satisfy the requirements set forth in paragraph 
8.1 above; (b) the Breeding Officer would approve the breeding of those parents; and (c) the dog is black and 
white.  The Breeding Officer shall record any brown offspring of registered or recorded Large Munsterlanders, 
but such dogs may not be subsequently registered. 
8.6 Appeals.  Any decision of the Breeding Officer whether to approve a breeding, to recognize a dog or 
bitch as a qualified breeder, or to register or record a dog, may be appealed to the Board of Directors by any 
Member, by submitting a written appeal to the President.  Along with the written appeal the Member shall 
simultaneously submit all documentary evidence relevant to the issue that is available to the Member, and 
summaries of all oral evidence and other documentary evidence relevant to the issue of which the Member is 
aware.  The Board shall conduct such investigation as it deems appropriate, and give the Member an 
opportunity to respond to any additional evidence or information that it obtains.  The Board shall decide the 
appeal within 90 days of its receipt.  The decision shall be by majority vote and shall be reduced to writing by a 
Director who voted with the majority, summarizing both the evidence relied upon and the reasons for the 
decision.  The written decision shall be provided to the appealing Member and shall be maintained among the 
official records of the Association.  Such decision shall be final and not subject to further appeal or review by 
any other court or tribunal of any kind. 
 

9. Certificates 
 

9.1 Certificates of Registration and Recordation.  The Breeding Officer shall issue certificates of 
registration, including a four-generation pedigree, for each dog registered by the Association.  Each certificate 
shall contain:  (a) the name of the Association; (b) the dog’s name and registration number; (c) the dog’s date of 
birth, gender and general coloration; (d) the names, registration numbers and performance scores of four 
generations of the dog’s ancestors; (e) the name of the dog’s owner when the certificate was issued; and (f) the 
breeder’s and the Breeding Officer’s signatures.  The Breeding Officer shall also issue certificates of 
recordation, but these will not include a four-generation pedigree or other information noted in (d) above.  Both 
certificates of registration and recordation shall mean that the dog is a purebred Large Munsterlander but reflect 
different subsequent requirements relative to future breeding eligibility.  
9.2 Semen and Embryo Certificates.  If a Member collects, stores, transports or sells semen or embryos 
collected from a dog owned by the Member and registered by the Association, the Breeding Officer may, upon 
the member’s request, issue a semen or embryo certificate upon presentation of such information and evidence, 
and compliance with such procedures, as the Breeding Officer requires, including but not limited to those set 
forth in paragraph 8.4 above.  The certificate shall contain:  (a) the name of the Association; (b) the dog’s name 
and registration number; (c) the dog’s date of birth and gender; (d) the names, registration numbers and 
performance scores of the dog’s parents; (e) the name of the dog’s owner when the certificate was issued; (f) 
the date the semen or embryo was collected; (g) the name and address of the veterinarian or other person who 
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performed the collection; and (h) the owner’s and Breeding Officer’s signatures. 
9.3 Significance of Certificates.  The official status of registration or recordation shall be determined solely 
by the Breeding Officer’s records, and certificates shall only constitute evidence of such records.  Unless 
cancelled and in absence of proof to the contrary, certificates of registration and recordation shall constitute 
proof that the dog identified is a purebred Large Munsterlander.  Certificates do not constitute evidence of 
ownership, and other than maintaining records for its own purposes the Association shall have no role in 
certifying, determining or providing evidence of ownership. 
9.4  Replacements.  The Breeding Officer may replace lost certificates or issue new certificates to new 
owners, upon submission of whatever form or evidence the Breeding Officer may require and payment of any 
fees established by the Board, and may cancel or correct certificates determined to have been issued in error or 
in respect of dogs that did not qualify for registration or recordation. 
 

10. Dues and Other Fees. 
 

10.1 Dues.  The amount of Membership dues for each year shall be established by the Board at a meeting or 
by unanimous consent prior to the commencement of such year.   
10.2 Litter Registration Fees.  The Board may establish fees for the registration or recordation of litters or 
other offspring. 
10.3 Other Fees.  The Board may establish fees for other Association services or functions, such as for 
issuance of original, duplicate or replacement certificates of registration or recordation, for participation in a 
Association sponsored test or hunt, etc. 
10.4 Payment.  All dues and other fees shall be paid to the Treasurer. 
 

11. Finances. 
 

11.1 Fiscal Year.  The Association’s fiscal year shall be the calendar year. 
11.2 Books.  The Treasurer shall maintain accurate books reflecting all of the Association’s receipts and 
expenditures, and shall no less often than annually prepare a balance sheet reflecting the Association’s assets 
and liabilities on a cash basis. 
11.3 Use of Funds.  The Association’s funds shall be used only for the Association’s purposes as set forth in 
these Bylaws and may not be distributed, directly or indirectly, to the Association’s members, officers or 
directors except (a) as reimbursement for out of pocket expenses incurred on behalf of the Association and 
approved by the President, or (b) if at the President’s request a Member performs special services for the 
Association of the same kind regularly performed by that Member in the course of current or former 
employment, the Member may be compensated at the same rate as in the course of such employment (e.g., a 
Member who is a certified public accountant may be compensated at that Member’s regular hourly rate for 
auditing the Association’s finances), but no Member shall be compensated for serving as an officer or director. 
11.4 Financial Statements.  The Treasurer shall arrange for an audit of the Association’s financial affairs 
and shall obtain an audited financial report and statement of assets and liabilities at any time upon request of 
the Board.  
11.5 Financial Report to Membership.  No less often than annually, the Treasurer shall report to the 
Membership the Association’s receipts and expenditures for the preceding year, summarized by categories, and 
the amount of cash on hand. 
11.6 Inspection.  The Association’s articles, bylaws and amendments, minutes of meetings, books and 
records, bank records and financial statements shall be made available for inspection where they are 
maintained by any Member, and by any person authorized by the Association, upon reasonable notice. 

 
12. Amendment of Articles or Bylaws. 

 
12.1 Proposal of Amendments.  Any proposed amendment to the Association’s articles of incorporation or 
bylaws shall be subscribed to by at least five current Members and shall be submitted to the Secretary in writing. 
12.2 Proposal of Amendments to Breeding Eligibility Requirements.  Prior to the adoption of any test 
standards or rules that differ from those identified in paragraphs 8.1 or 8.2, the Secretary shall (a) provide the 
entire Membership a copy of all such proposed change, (b) solicit comments, objections and proposed 
amendments, and (c) inform the Membership of the date, time and place of the meeting of the Board at which 
such changes will be discussed, and that such meeting will be open to the Membership.   
12.3 Membership Vote on Amendments.  Within one hundred twenty (120) days after the receipt of a 
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proposed amendment, the Secretary shall distribute the proposed amendment to all current Regular Members 
along with a form of ballot for voting on the amendment.  The form shall specify the deadline by which all ballots 
must be received in order to be counted, which shall be not less than 30 days from the date of mailing. 
12.4 Adoption of Amendments.  An amendment to the articles of incorporation shall be adopted only if it is 
approved by affirmative vote of sixty percent (60%) of the entire Regular Membership.  An amendment to the 
bylaws shall be adopted only if it is approved by affirmative vote of sixty percent (60%) of the Regular Members 
voting on such amendment, provided that at least twenty five percent (25%) of the entire Regular Membership 
shall have voted on any amendment relating to (a) the name of the Association, (b) the breed of dog registered 
by the Association or the name of such breed, (c) breeding eligibility and/or registration requirements, (d) 
amalgamation with another breed association, or (e) registration of animals other than 100% Large 
Munsterlanders. 
12.5 Announcement of Results.  The Secretary shall inform the entire Membership of the results of any 
such vote within one hundred twenty (120) days of the close of balloting.  The Secretary shall maintain the 
Association’s official records of all amendments so adopted.   
 

13.  Membership in Other Organizations 
 

13.1 Decision to Become a Member.  The Board may, by majority vote, determine that the Association shall 
become a member of any other appropriate organization, upon determination that its purposes are consistent 
with the Association’s. 
13.2 Voting.  The Association’s votes as a member of any other organization shall be cast by the President, 
subject to the directions of the Board. 
 

14.  Powers and Liabilities 
 

14.1 Powers of the Association.  The Association may do any act incidental to the carrying out of its 
business and purposes, including but not limited to (a) acquiring, owning, managing and transferring real and 
personal property, (b) borrowing money or otherwise incurring debts and liabilities, (c) making, issuing, 
endorsing and negotiating checks, promissory notes, bills of sale and negotiable instruments, (d) mortgaging, 
pledging or granting security interests in Association assets, and (e) suing and being sued in its own name. 
14.2 Secretary’s Certificate.  Any person may rely upon a certificate of the Secretary certifying that an act of 
the Association was within the Association’s powers and was performed with all requisite formality and authority.   
14.3 Officers’ and Directors’ Liabilities.  No Member, officer or director of the Association shall be 
personally liable for any act done in good faith in the exercise of that person’s powers and duties. 
14.4 Association’s Liabilities.  Neither the Association nor any of its officers or directors shall have any 
liability to any Member or other person arising from or relating to (a) membership, suspension of membership or 
expulsion, (b) approval or refusal to approve a proposed breeding, (c) registration or recordation of any dog or 
litter, or refusal to register or record a dog or litter, or (d) any good faith error or inaccuracy in any certificate, 
pedigree, performance score or other record or information maintained or communicated by or on behalf of the 
Association. 
 

 


