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The Day of Pentecost                                                                                         May 20, 2018     
 

 

INTRODUCTION 
On the fiftieth day of Easter we celebrate the Spirit, through whom and in whom the people of God are 
created and re-created. Pentecost is sometimes called the church’s birthday, but might more appropriately be 
called its baptism day, since the gift of the Spirit is the fullness of baptism. Ezekiel’s vision shows the Spirit 
resurrecting and re-creating not just individuals but a whole people. It is clear that God is in the process of 
re-creating the entire cosmos, yet the Spirit is also at work in the most intimate and personal way, praying in 
us “with sighs too deep for words” when we do not know how to pray. 

GATHERING 
Congregational Responses in Bold Print 

 

PRELUDE        Lord, You Give the Great Commission       YOUNG 

GREETING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.     Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Just as God’s work of creation never ends, 

so the gifts received in baptism are renewed every day. 

Let us give thanks together for the life given in baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life: 

for water to bathe in, water to drink, 

for waters to play in and waters that inspire wonder, 

for water that gives life to our planet. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 
We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place: 

for water from our tap, for rain and snow. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place. 
We give you thanks for your salvation through water: 

for delivering Noah and his family through the floodwaters, 

for leading your people Israel through the sea into freedom, 

for preserving your prophet Elijah through the time of drought, 

for guiding your people across the Jordan into a new land, 

for quenching the Samaritan woman’s thirst with living water. 

We give you thanks for your salvation through water. 
We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized, 

and for all who gather here; 

for godparents and baptismal sponsors, 

for children and grandchildren,  

for our brothers and sisters in Christ 

whom we have never seen but to whom we are bound. 

We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized. 
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We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit: 

for our entry into Jesus’ death through these waters, 

for our new birth into a life of freedom and service, 

for our calling to be your people, sent out for the life of the world. 

We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 

 

HYMN        # 582          Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling            IN BABILONE 
 

KYRIE             
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together. Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings 

truth to the world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us 

language to proclaim your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING:        Ezekiel 37: 1-14    
The Hebrew word ruach means spirit, wind, or breath. This reading plays on the different meanings of the 
word. Just as the dry bones in Ezekiel’s vision are given new life, flesh, and breath (or spirit), so God will give 
the exiles his spirit and will bring them home to the land of Israel. 
1
The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me 

down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 
2
He led me all around them; there were very 

many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 
3
He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I 

answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 
4
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to 

them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 
5
Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause 

breath to enter you, and you shall live. 
6
I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon 

you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am 

the LORD.” 

  
7
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 

rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 
8
I looked, and there were sinews on them, and 

flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 
9
Then he 

said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord 

GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 
10

I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their 

feet, a vast multitude. 

  
11

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones 

are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 
12

Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 

Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 

people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 
13

And you shall know that I am the LORD, 

when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 
14

I will put my spirit 

within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the 

LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 

The Word of the Lord.       Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING:        Acts 2: 1-21 
Originally Pentecost was a Jewish thanksgiving-type festival celebrated seven weeks after Passover. On this 
particular Pentecost, however, the Holy Spirit is poured out upon the entire community of believers just as 
Jesus had promised and the scriptures had prophesied. Empowered by the Spirit, the entire community bears 
witness to God’s activity in multiple languages. 
1
When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 

2
And suddenly 

from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 

they were sitting. 
3
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 

them. 
4
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the 

Spirit gave them ability. 
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5
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 

6
And at this 

sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 

language of each. 
7
Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 

Galileans? 
8
And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 

9
Parthians, Medes, 

Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
10

Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 

and proselytes, 
11

Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s 

deeds of power.” 
12

All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 
13

But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

  
14

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all 

who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 
15

Indeed, these are not 

drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 
16

No, this is what was spoken 

through the prophet Joel: 

 
17

‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

 and your young men shall see visions, 

  and your old men shall dream dreams. 

 
18

Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

   and they shall prophesy. 

 
19

And I will show portents in the heaven above 

  and signs on the earth below, 

   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

 
20

The sun shall be turned to darkness 

  and the moon to blood, 

   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 

 
21

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

 

           The Word of the Lord.           Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to John the 15th chapter.       Glory to you, O Lord. 
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GOSPEL        John 15: 26-27; 16:4b-15 
When speaking to his disciples before his death, Jesus referred to the Holy Spirit as “the Helper” and 
described the difference the Spirit would make in their lives and in the world. 

[Jesus said,] 
26

“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 

truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 
27

You also are to testify because you 

have been with me from the beginning. 

 
16:4b

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 
5
But now I am 

going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 
6
But because I have 

said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 
7
Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your 

advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I 

will send him to you. 
8
And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and 

righteousness and judgment: 
9
about sin, because they do not believe in me; 

10
about righteousness, 

because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 
11

about judgment, because the ruler 

of this world has been condemned. 

  
12

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 
13

When the Spirit of truth 

comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever 

he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 
14

He will glorify me, because he will 

take what is mine and declare it to you. 
15

All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he 

will take what is mine and declare it to you.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.            Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON       Rev. Robert Cochran 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY     #396        Spirit of Gentleness         SPIRIT  

 

NICENE CREED            

With the whole Church, let us confess our faith 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all   

   that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the    

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not    

made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit    

and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose   

again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and   

the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the  

   Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

   who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and  

   apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We  

   look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.       Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS 

Rejoicing in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we pray for the witness of the 

church, the wholeness of creation, and all who are in need. (A brief silence.) 

             ... Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

We entrust all our prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and the love of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

MEAL 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE PEACE 

     The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you. 

     We share the Spirit of Peace!  

OFFERING     Miriam Gibson (8:15)    Veni Creator Spiritus        PLAINSONG 

    Senior Choir (10:45)   Standing on the Promises  CARTER/HAYES 
 

OFFERTORY   #531 The Trumpets Sounds 
 

The trumpets sound the angels sing, The feast is ready to begin 

The gates of heav'n are open wide, And Jesus welcomes you inside 

Sing with thankfulness Songs of pure delight,   Come and revel in Heaven's love and light 

Take your place at the Table of the King, The feast is ready to begin. The feast is ready to 

begin. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you were made 

known to the disciples. Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be 

your risen body in the world. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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It is indeed right.................we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

LORD'S PRAYER      

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Now let us feast this Easter day on Christ, the bread of heaven. Hallelujah! 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SONGS DURING COMMUNION 
#800  Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart 

Senior Choir   At This Table We Remember 

#405  O Spirit of Life 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send 

light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to nourish 

your people.  Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we may show your 

glory to all the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 
 

 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
May the good Lord bless and keep you. May grace follow wherever you go.  

May the light of Christ illumine your life, And turn to joy your woe. 

May the arms of God enfold you, In nights of sweet release 

May the Spirit of Love descend like a dove, And bring you blessed peace.  

 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN     #400        God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind          CWM RHONDDA                     

 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.      Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. 

 

POSTLUDE               When In Our Music God Is Glorified                        YOUNG                        
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