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President’s Message
Sam Vinicur

As | sit here wondering
what to write about, images
from the three elements of
KJCC’s just-finished Rosh
Hashanah celebration parade
PowerPoint-like before my
mind’s eye. | more than just
see them; other senses join
in, and | can practically hear
and taste them, too.

I remember first walking
into the KJCC Social Hall on
the Sunday afternoon of Erev
Rosh Hashanah, to erect the
portable sound system and
wait for Cantor Michael
Dzubin to arrive. Erica and
Susan had finished set-up for
the upcoming dinner. Beauti-
ful, small floral centerpieces
adorned each table: bright,
bold infusions of primary col-
ors that, along with the spe-
cial napkins and plates they’d
bought, would soon evoke an
unspoken, warm message of
“prepare for a festive and hap-
py time, all ye who enter
here.”

Around 5:30, as request-
ed, all those who had cooked
began to appear. The room
was suddenly redolent with
memories of childhood holi-
day dinners at (in my case...
my older sister’s one-year-old
attempt at “grandma”) Bama’s
house: brisket and potatoes
and chicken and cranberry
sauce. | don’t eat those things
now, but olfactory pleasure
imprinting never fades.

| teased David Gross about
wearing a laundered white
shirt and crisp silk tie.

He joked that the tie at least

had a fish
design on it. _
There were members we don’t
get to see too often, like past-
president Susan Horn and
partner Dot, who now live in
Port St. Lucie. A member who
lives in Miami pulled me aside
to say how much she looks
forward to receiving Chai-
Lights every month, that it
makes her feel so connected
to all we do.

Suddenly every seat in both
rooms had a resident tush and
I was walking around with the
microphone welcoming every-
one to the first component of
High Holidays at KJCC, this
wonderful feast of a dinner
planned and prepared by Sis-
terhood. The first course was
to be kneidlach (I looked up
the spelling), matzoh ball
soup, in my memory the most
endearingly Jewish of all food.
(Maybe it’s because it was one
of the few things my Bama
could actually make, and | nev-
er liked anything about
chopped liver.)

During dessert, Rabbi Agler
asked me to announce that
services would begin in five
minutes. And they did. The
cantor soon began to sing,
lilting, soaring Rosh Hashanah
melodies, making a full house
into a suddenly rapt communi-
ty, in a unique and timeless -
today or possibly even a thou-
sand years ago - Jewish mo-
ment. Gloria and | caught each
other’s eye across the room

and simultaneously smiled. ¢
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Nosh

See you at 7:30 PM!

This is a reminder that each Friday evening,
Shabbat services will now begin at 7:30 PM. Af-
ter years of 8PM starts (| can still hear the voice
of Jim Boruszak summoning us from the hallway
at the appointed hour, “It’s 8 o’clock; let’s get
inside!”), we have moved the time back half an
hour to 7:30, and will be eliminating the early
start at the end of the month. We hope to see
you there.

Contributing Comfort

Eating, relaxing and schmoozing in the Cathy
Kaplan Social Hall has been much more comfort-
able recently, since the old folding chairs have
been replaced with soft and stable banquet
chairs. You are invited help pay for them. For a
donation of $36, you can sponsor a seat. A
plaque with your name will be affixed to the
back. Then come on down and enjoy its use!

Oneg Sponsors for October 2015

October 2nd - Mitch Harvey to celebrate his
birthday.

October |6th - Barbara and Richard Knowles in
honor of Barbara’s birthday.

October 23rd - Steve Steinbock In Memory of
Carol.

The Shabbos Project dinner on October 23rd
will be sponsored by Stan and Jenny Margulies.

Sisterhood and KJCC Board Meetings

The monthly meetings of Sisterhood and the
KJCC Board are now being held on the same
day. Both meetings will be taking place at the
KJCC on the first Sunday of the month. Sister-
hood will meet at 9:00 a.m. and the Board will
meet at | [:00 a.m. As always, all members of
KJCC are welcome and encouraged to attend.
It’s your KJCC; add your voice to the decision
making process.
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Oneg Sponsorships

The annual letters from Sisterhood have gone
out, suggesting reasons to sponsor a Friday night
Oneg. But there are many possibilities besides
birthdays and anniversaries. For the modest sum
of $60, you can also commemorate a yartzeit,
celebrate an engagement, bar mitzvah, or the visit
of a loved one. You can show gratitude for safe
return from a journey or recovery from illness.
Please send back the form with your contribu-
tions and chosen Fridays. Contact Joyce Peckman
at joycepeckman@gmail.com or 305-451-0665.

Havdalah Services

We have two opportunities to enjoy the love-
ly Havdalah service together this month. We have
been graciously invited to a dairy pot-luck Sukkot
celebration and Havdalah ceremony Saturday
night, October 3™ at 7 p.m. in the home and suk-
kah of Rabbi and Mindy Agler. There will be olives
in the sukkah, delicious food in the house, a sun-
set over the Gulf of Mexico and inspiration as the
lulav is shaken and the aroma of the etrog is in-
haled. Their address is 168 Sunset Gardens Drive,
Key Largo. Please RSVP and coordinate your dish
with Erica Lieberman-Garrett at
hippiejap@hotmail.com.

On Saturday, October 24™ at 6:30p.m., Joyce
Peckman will host a Havdalah service at her home
as part of KJCC's participation in The International
Shabbos Project. WWhat better way to end Shabbat
and usher in a new week than to share a glass of
sweet wine with friends! The address is 235 Lee
Avenue Key Largo, and contact information is
above.

Saturday Morning Torah Learning Resumes

As part of our three-day 25-hour International
observance of Shabbat, Ritual Committee is
pleased to announce that Rabbi Agler will lead a
Torah service on September 24th at 10:00 a.m.
You will be elevated, educated, entertained, and
possibly enlightened by Rabbi Agler’s warm, inter-
active, informal style. Refreshments (a Kiddush)
will follow. See you there.


mailto:joycepeckman@gmail.com
mailto:hippiejap@hotmail.com

October Birthdays

Bth...eeeicieceee Mitchell Harvey

.............................. Jordan Feig
PR e Olivia Landes
FTth e Cynthia Arsenault

Benay Krissel
................................................... Richard Kaufman
......................................................... Paul Friedman
Sidney Finkelstein
.................................................... Marcia Kreitman
I5theeeee e Matthew A. Silverman
Kiersten Persoff
F7 e Stacey W. Seewald
....................................................... Payton Borisoff
Barbara Knowles
..................................................... Sammy Knowles
........................................................ Susan Roberts
....................... Joseph Shabathai
.......................................................... Stacy Temkin
........................................................ Richard Wolfe
.................................... Landon Strasser
.......................................... Shyella Mayk
.................................. Adriana Sherman
.................................. Patricia Schocket

Katie J. Schur
............................................ Mark Hitzig
.................................. Franklin Greenman
Brittany Schur

Yartzeit Plaque

In Memory of
Ralph L. Tallent

Lillian Tallent

October Anniversaries

Years
2nd Jonathan & Arlene Line.........cccoocveiuniuccnnee 39
2nd Paul & Barbara Bernstein............................. 21
I5th David & Toby Goldfinger............... 56
22nd Steve & Luzviminda Levine
23rd Michael & Suzanne Gilson.........................
25th Todd & Maria........ccocueeeicceee e
3Ist Harvey & Judith Klein.....................

Mark Your Calenders and Save The Date

KJCC will be participating in the "Shabbos
Project," an ambitious worldwide event. At least
sixty-five countries will be taking part this year.
And we are one of some 103 synagogues in Flori-
da participating.

The goal of this project is to encourage a true
25-hour experience, to deepen our experience of
the joys, the process, and the learning inherent in
Shabbat observance. Our experience starts on
October22™ and runs through Havdalah service
on October 24™ For full details and schedule
please see Gloria’s article on page 23 and the
notice on page 22. You can also check out the
web site at www.theshabbosproject.com.

Social Hall Chairs

In Honor of Rosie Biskar, Artist

by Sam Vinicur
In Memory of Jim Boruszak

by Sanford & Nancy Yankow
In Memory of Joel Pollack

by Sanford & Nancy Yankow
In Memory of Carol Steinbock

by Sanford & Nancy Yankow
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Leafon the Tree of Life ~ § Meditation Garden Brick

In Celebratioh of IN MEMORY OF

50 GeldenYears™ /' Joel Pollack
Johanna ind Arthtr Wilider By Yardena Kamely

Ongoing Projects and Mitzvah Programs of KJCC

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE: If you know of any member who should receive a get well, congratulations
or condolence card from the KJCC, call Gene Silverman, 305-664-3316.

CEMETERY INFORMATION: If you wish to plan for the very distant future, you can reserve space at
the Kendall Mt. Nebo Cemetery in the KJCC section. Call Bernie Ginsberg, 305-852-9300.
MEDITATION GARDEN: Have you visited our beautiful garden? Call Steve Steinbock, 305-394-0143,
to reserve a bench, brick or tree plaque for posterity.

PICTURE POSTCARDS: We have beautiful picture postcards in the KJCC Gift Shop bearing the Mil-
lard Wells representation of the KJCC which was commissioned by Sisterhood. They can be packaged
to fit your needs and mailed to you or your gift recipient. The price is $36 per hundred but we will
sell lesser quantities. Contact Susan Gordon, 305-766-3585.

ONEG SHABBAT SPONSOR: To schedule your special date with Sisterhood, call Joyce Peckman,
305-451-0665.

KJCC TREE OF LIFE LEAVES and ROCKS, SANCTUARY and SOCIAL HALL SEAT PLATES,
YARTZEIT MEMORIAL PLAQUES: Call Mitch Harvey 303-521-5240, to arrange your donation.

KJCC BOOKPLATES for siddurim: Call Linda Pollack, 305-852-8575 for information.

CHAI-LIGHTS MITZVAH: Place a greeting or notice in Chai-Lights. Call Linda Pollack, 305-852-8575,
to make your donation.

ADVERTISEMENT IN CHAI-LIGHTS or DIRECTORY: Your business ad will appear in every issue of
Chai-Lights. Call Linda Pollack, 305-852-8575, for annual rates.

LIVE GREEN — RECYCLE: We are recycling ink cartridges, laser toners, cell phones, laptops, idevices,
tablets and more. Call Steve Steinbock, 305-394-0143, or just bring your items to the KJCC.

PILL BOTTLES FOR HAITI: Bring your vitamin and medicine bottles to the collection box in the lobby.

Call the names listed above for assistance or send your request and check to the KJCC, P.O. Box
1332, Tavernier, FL 33070. Recipients of your gifts will be notified by card and listings will appear in
Chai-Lights as well. Honorarium and memorial cards can also be requested. Donations can be ear-
marked to our various ongoing funds; e.g. Holocaust Education Fund, Meditation Garden, Rabbi & Can-
tor Fund, Scholarship Fund, Sara Cohen Memorial Tzedukah Fund, Sunshine Fund, or General Fund.
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S Memoriam iober 2018

In Memory Of
Perren Gerber

By Gloria Avner
>SS

In Memory Of
Gertrude Widlan

By Norbert Birnbaum
>SS

In Memory Of
Arnold Tomor

By Barbara A. Calev
>SS

In Memory Of
Natalie Field

By Carol Field
>SS

In Memory Of
Arnold Widrich

By Susan W. Goldberg
S e e S e 2

In Memory Of
Joseph Elson

By Mrs. Marty Graham
S R S

In Memory Of
Leonard Weiser

By Andrew & Randi Grant
>SS I>><S>

In Memory Of
Stephen Berman

By Sylvia Berman
>SS

In Memory Of
Audrey Bloom

By Marc & Ellen Bloom
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Abraham Kanowsky

By Wes & Rita Conklin
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Nettie Fishman

By Eina G. Fishman
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Stanley ). Goodman

By Jamie & Laura Goodman
>SS I>ISLISISISLS>LIS>S<S>

In Memory Of
Fanny Elson

By Mrs. Marty Graham
R S S 2

In Memory Of
Henry W. Isenberg

By Patricia Isenberg
>SS

In Memory Of
Fanny Grossman Bernard

By Joel Bernard & Joan Stark
>SS

In Memory Of
Steven V. Calev

By Barbara A. Calev
>SS

In Memory Of
Harriet Feder

By David & Suzi-Sara Feder
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Muriel Catanase

By Jane Friedman
<S>>I ISLISISIS><D>

In Memory Of
Simon Skolnick

By Susan Gordon
<S>>I I>I>I>ISI>I><>

In Memory Of
Lilian Goldenberg

By Mrs. Marty Graham
>SS

In Memory Of
Leah Kamely

By Yardena Kamely
>SS
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S Memoriam iober 2018

In Memory Of
Michal Kamely

By Uri & Liliam Kamely
>SS

In Memory Of
Ron Levy

By Beth Kaminstein
>SS

In Memory Of
Jose (Pepe) Cohen Charaf

By Stanley & Jenny Margulies
<>

In Memory Of
Rosalyn Rose

By Skip Rose
<>

In Memory Of
Jon R. Singer

By Mary Lee Singer
<S>>I I>ISLISISISS>LI>><S>

In Memory Of
Saunders G. Cohen

By Richard & Sheila Steinberg
>SS I>><>

In Memory Of
Sarah Wernicoff

By Donald Zinner
>SS
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In Memory Of
Michal Kamely

By Yardena Kamely
>SS

In Memory Of
Esther M. Klein

By Harvey & Judith Klein
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Joel S. Cohen

By Lynn Nobil
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Bradley Schocket

By Jeffrey & Patty Schocket
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Morton I. Singer

By Mary Lee Singer
>SS I>ISLISISISLS>LIS>S<S>

In Memory Of
Carol Steinbock

By Stephen Steinbock
<S>>I ISS>IS>I><>

In Memory Of
Doran David Zinner

By Donald Zinner
>SS

In Memory Of
Rebekah Levy

By Yardena Kamely
>SS

In Memory Of
Eliza Christensen

By Nancy Kluger
<S>>I

In Memory Of
David Frank

By Linda Pollack
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Maurice Singer

By Lee Schur
<S>>I ISISISIS><D>

In Memory Of
Joel S. Cohen

By Richard & Sheila Steinberg
>SS

In Memory Of
Herbert S. Weihl

By Alfred & Sue Ann Weihl
>SS ISLISISISS>LI>S<S>

In Memory Of
Leah Kamely

By Yardena Kamely
>SS



Erica Lieberman-Garrett

Shana Tovah, and welcome 5776! In prep-
aration for a great start to the New Year, Su-
san Gordon and I, along with Marc
Bloom, cleaned up the kitchen, the cupboards
and the drawers, and ordered some new
kitchen supplies. | love being more organized
and am confident that the hours we put in
and changes we made will allow our kitchen
to function more easily for everyone, as we
continue to have more events each year.

We are off to a great start for the New
Year, with a fantastic month full of meaning-
ful services, scrumptious Rosh Hashanah din-
ner and lunches, an incredible Yom Kippur
break fast dinner, havdalah at Linda Pol-
lack's and special onegs. It is so wonderful to
have begun the year with so many people
joining together at our annual traditional and
festive Erev Rosh Hashanah brisket dinner.

As | prepared the matza ball soup for the
dinner, | reminisced about cleaning chickens
with my mother Maxine in Toronto when |
was a child, grimacing at holding the raw
chicken and remembering her words, " It all
washes off with soap and water!" Maybe that
is where my germ phobia began!

| learned from my mom, as she did from
her mother and the generations before, why
we cherish our traditions, the smells and the
tastes of the food that we share. The brisket,
tsimmis, chopped liver, knishes, turkey and
stuffing, cucumber salad, green beans with
almonds, chocolate and cinnamon babka, and
of course our traditional honey cake, all yum-
my. We keep our holiday spirits alive each
year as we break bread (in our case, challah)
together.

A lot of energy and time goes in to mak-
ing these beautiful meals happen.

Susan Gordon beautified the room and
found our new tablecloths, which were gener-
ously donated by Patti and David Gross; Gene
Silverman decorated with the beautiful flow-
ers, and Jane Friedman shopped till she al-

Sisterhood

most dropped at BJ's and
Costco. Thanks also go
to all of the women

who cooked: Gloria Avner,
Barb Knowles, Luz Levine, Linda Perloff, Ellen
Bloom, Barb Bernstein, Linda Kaplan, Susan
Gordon, Joyce Peckman, Pauline Roller, Gene
Silverman, Muriel Swartz, Linda Pollack, Beth
Hayden and Jane Friedman. Having such tal-
ented women who love to make their special
traditional dishes adds the haimish feel to
our gatherings. | would also like to thank
Marc Bloom for his special herring and sour
cream, and David and Patti Gross, Andy To-
bin, Skip Rose, Arline Line, The Kaufman fam-
ily, Toby and Joel Bofshever, Mitch Harvey,
Gerri Emkey, Steve Steinbock and Dr. Bernie
Ginsberg for their generous contributions to
everything from the fresh authentic bagels to
the whitefish salad, lox, knishes, babka, hon-
ey cake and more.... Without all of the help
from our KJCC Mishpocha, our food would be
cookies, carrots and hummus!! So again
thank you for making this spectacular holiday
season.

Sisterhood will meet on Sunday, October
4th at a new time: 9 am. | hope that you will
be able to join us as we plan new events and
discuss future meals!

We begin October with a special oneg on
Monday evening, Oct. 5th after our Simchas
Torah service.

On Thursday, Oct. 22nd at 5 pm we will
have a special event in connection with The
Shabbos Project. (More information on this
worldwide event can be found at Theshabbos-
project.org.) We will honor Shabbat by learn-
ing to make mini challahs. Sisterhood will
provide all the materials for us to make chal-
lah dough together. We will then let the
dough rise and be baked at home either for
your own Shabbat meal, or to bring to schul
on Friday night or Saturday morning. Please
join us - it will be a lot of fun. ¢
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Our extended brick walkway is in place. Come and
spend some time walking around our peaceful and
beautiful Meditation Garden.

Plans are under way for a new pergeola which will
house our new KJCC Orchid Garden.

We invite you to become a part of this fresh
undertaking. Make your donation toward a new
and beautiful orchid. The orchid will be tagged with
the name of the donor and the name of the persc
being honored or remembered.

Suggested denation is 2 tiered:
$ 65 - Your orchid will be tagged with the
name of the donor and the name of the person

being honored or remembered.

$ Other - Specific amount is not regul
you want to be part of creating such beauts
and serenity but do not want to tag.

Many thanks to Steve
Steinbock, KJCC's Inspired
Gardener, whe conceived of
this living, creative project and
will be facilititating it as its
loving steward
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World Jewish Report

Planning to Live on Mars

Dr. Sheyna Gifford, 36, recently joined five
other crew members in the NASA-funded Ha-
waii Space Exploration Analog and Simulation
(HI-SEAS) habitat, training for a simulated
space mission to Mars. For the next 365
days, Gifford - a Jewish medical doctor, sci-
ence journalist, astrophysics researcher and
space enthusiast - will along with her team
be isolated in a geodesic dome measuring 36
feet in diameter. The two-story habitat simu-
lates space missions, to help identify risks
associated with long-term human space ex-
ploration. Gifford will serve as medical doc-
tor, neuroscientist and habitat journalist for
the mission. “We’re looking at what you need
to feed and water people for a year...and how
the crew manages,” Gifford said. The round
trip to Mars is estimated to be a three-year
journey. She also has a blog titled “A Shtick
by Any Other Name: Being Jewish on Mars”
where she explores being the only Jew on the
mission. “When you’re in a space station that
circles the Earth every 90 minutes, experienc-
ing multiple sundowns daily - when, precise-
ly, do you get your Jew on?” She says she will
turn on the electric candles (no fire-making in
space) using Hawaii time, the same time as
ground control. (www.jpost.com, 8-30-15)

Helen Keller and the Rabbi

Going through Rabbi Charles Mantin-
band’s documents, a history team at the Insti-
tute of Southern Jewish Life (ISJL) based in
Jackson, Mississippi, discovered a thank-you
note written to him in 1936. The note had
been written by Helen Keller, who sent it
shortly after the death of her caretaker and
companion, Anne Sullivan. “...it is winter in
my life since the guardian angel of fifty years
no longer walks by my side on earth,” Keller
wrote. “Out of the darkness in which she died
and | still am living | thank you, o friend, for
the joy of lending a helping hand to those

Medina Roy

whose eyes seek the light in vain...May God’s
blessing rest upon you for your generosity to
the American Foundation for the Blind, whose
activities comfort the sightless with the rod
of counsel and the staff of self-help.” Born in
New York City, Rabbi Mantinband and his
family moved to Alabama, then later to
Hattiesburg, Mississippi, where the rabbi be-
came an active participant in the civil rights
movement. He was also a supporter of the
American Foundation for the Blind, founded
after World War | and still existing today. Hel-
en Keller was a member and contributor to
this organization.
(www.myjewishlearning.com, 8-12-15)

Honoring Sister Louise

Gabrielle Sourgens, also known as Sister
Louise, saved at least four Jewish children
during the Holocaust. Now, 70 years later,
testimony from the Visual History Archive is
being used as evidence to posthumously
award Sister Louise, who died in 1971, the
highest honor for Holocaust rescuers, the
title of “Righteous Among the Nations” from
Yad Vashem. Sister Louise was a nun at an
orphanage in Levignac, a rural French town.
Knowing they were Jewish, she arranged for
Henri Weinzweig and three other children -
all about 8 to 10 years old - to live in the or-
phanage to protect them from the Nazis. The
four young Jews lived with the other children
in the orphanage and did everything they did,
including going to school and church
(Weinzweig was an altar boy, and it was his
job to collect the milk every morning). The
children remained in the orphanage for sever-
al years, until the war was over. Amazingly,
both of Weinzweig’s parents survived and
returned to pick him up in August 1945.
(www.sfi.usc.edu/news, August 2015)
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Jewish Life on Campus
According to Hillel International’s annual
college rankings of “Schools that Jews

Choose,” four of the top twenty public univer-

sities with the largest number of Jewish un-

dergraduates are in Florida, with the Universi-

ty of Central Florida (UCF) in Orlando coming
in at number two among schools in North
America. UCF edged out the University of
Florida (UF) in Gainesville, which had been
the top public school on Hillel’s list. (This
year, UF dropped to number five nationwide
and Rutgers University in New Jersey moved
into first, with 6,400 Jewish undergraduates.)
UCF has more than 50,000 undergraduates,
with an estimated 6,000 Jewish students.
Florida International University (FIU) in Miami
ranked number fourteen and Florida State
University (FSU) in Tallahassee was number
twenty. University of Miami (UM), at number
eleven, was the only Florida private school to
make the top of the list. Hillel is the largest
Jewish student organization in the world.
(www.miamiherald.com, 7-7-15)

The Numbers are Rising

According to a recent survey released by
the Jewish People Policy Institute (JPPI), locat-
ed in Jerusalem, global Jewish population has
now reached 16 million and now stands at
almost the level of the 1930s. Bowing to
modern reality, the report looks at Jewish
population in two parts: those with two Jew-
ish parents are now seen as having reached a
total of 14.2 million. But when including peo-
ple with one Jewish parent and those who
identify as partially Jewish, the number al-
most reaches the pre-Holocaust levels of 16.5
million Jews. According to the report, the rise
was due to natural growth, primarily in Israel.
Also, about three-fifths of adult children in
the United States who have one Jewish parent
identify as Jewish. Israel is home to about
6,103,200 Jews. The United States comes in
second with an estimated Jewish population
of 5,700,000. The JPPI report claims that,
over the last decade, the total Jewish popula-
tion has increased by eight percent, the big-
gest increase since the end of World War 1.
(www.worldjewishcongress.org, 8-24-15)
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“Epigenetic Inheritance”

A new study published in the journal Biolog-
ical Psychiatry has provided the strongest
proof yet that the trauma experienced by Holo-
caust survivors can be passed along genetically
to their children. The study was done by re-
searchers at New York’s Mount Sinai Hospital.
It compared the genes of 32 Jewish men and
women who survived a Nazi concentration
camp, witnessed or experienced torture or hid
during World War Il with the genes of their chil-
dren, as well as with a control group of people
of a similar demographic. The results are the
clearest examples in humans of the transmis-
sion of trauma across generations through
what is known as “epigenetic inheritance,” the
theory that genetic changes caused by the en-
vironment over a lifetime can be transmitted to
offspring. Genes contained in DNA have been
thought to be the only way to pass biological
information from parent to child. But environ-
mental factors like smoking, diet and stress
modify genes all the time via chemical tags
that attach themselves to DNA, switching
genes on and off. Only Holocaust survivors and
their children showed chemical tags on the
FKBP5 gene, which is associated with how peo-
ple respond to stress. The correlation did not
show up on the control group and their chil-
dren. Exactly how parents pass the epigenetic
tags to their children remains a mystery.
(www.worldjewishcongress.org, 8-25-15)

An Injustice Righted

Ingeborg Sylim-Rapoport was denied a
Ph.D. by the Nazi regime in the 1930s. She has
at last received the honor. Sylim-Rapoport, a
retired neonatologist who lives in Berlin, is 102
years old. She submitted her doctoral thesis on
diphtheria in 1938. As the daughter of a Jew,
she was not permitted to complete her oral
defense because she was categorized as a
“first-degree crossbreed” under Hitler’s race
laws. In 1938, she emigrated to the United
States and worked as a pediatrician at a Cincin-
nati hospital. She and her husband moved to
communist East Berlin in 1952, where she be-
came the head of the neonatology department
at Charite Hospital.
(www.nbcnews.com, 5-18-15)


http://www.miamiherald.com
http://www.worldjewishcongress.org
http://www.worldjewishcongress.org
http://www.nbcnews.com

Jewish Wiz Kid

On his most recent annual visit to the Mu-
seum of Science in Boston, Joseph Rosenfeld,
a 15-year-old high school sophomore from
Virginia who loves mathematics, questioned
the accuracy of a display in the museum’s
Mathematica exhibit of the formula for the
“golden ratio,” a number approximately equal
to 1.618. The “golden ratio” is said to be
found throughout history in art, geometry,
nature and architecture going back to the
Greek Parthenon, the Egyptian pyramids,
works by Leonardo da Vinci, as well as mod-
ern architects. (Charles and Ray Eames had
developed the formula in question in 1981.)
The museum’s display of the formula includ-
ed minus signs. Rosenfeld expected to see
plus signs, since that was the way he learned
it when he studied it for a special project.
Rosenfeld checked some websites, left a note
at the museum and followed up with an e-
mail. Initially, the museum responded and
acknowledged the error, but later issued a
statement affirming that the way the museum
displays the “golden ratio” is less common
but still an accurate way to present it.
(www.jta.org, 7-9-15)

In Memoriam

-Goldie Steinberg, believed to be the
world’s oldest Jewish person, died in August.
She was 114, two months away from her
115%™ birthday. Steinberg worked as a seam-
stress until she retired at age 80 and lived
independently until she was 104.

(The Forward, 8-18-15)

-Jacob Bekenstein, physicist who made
great advances in the science of black hole
thermodynamics, died in mid-August at the
age of 68. Using advanced mathematics,
Bekenstein’s contribution described the “true
and complex nature” of black holes. At first,
physicist Stephen Hawking, an expert on
black holes, disagreed with Bekenstein’s the-
ory. But later in his book “A Brief History of
Time,” Hawking made his own calculations
and recanted, saying that Bekenstein was in-
deed correct. The theory is now called Beken-
stein-Hawking radiation. Dr. Bekenstein was a
longtime professor at the Hebrew University

in Jerusalem. (www.washingtonpost.com, 8-
27-15)

-Oliver Sacks, neurologist and best-selling
author who explored some of the brain’s
strangest pathways, died at the end of Au-
gust. He was 82. Sacks wrote several books
using his patients’ struggles and disorders
like “The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a
Hat,” a case study of a man whose brain lost
the ability to decipher what his eyes were
seeing. Dr. Sacks was instrumental in intro-
ducing syndromes like Tourette’s or Asper-
ger’s to the general public. He humanized
and demystified his patients as well as their
conditions. Sacks won widespread attention
in 1973 for his book “Awakenings,” about a
group of patients with an atypical form of
encephalitis at Beth Abraham Hospital in the
Bronx. (In 1990, the story was made into a
movie starring Robin Williams and Robert de
Niro.) In 1966, when Sacks started his clinical
career at Beth Abraham, many of his patients
had been catatonic for decades. He gave
them the drug L-dopa and watched as they
emerged from their catatonic state. Sacks
wrote more than a dozen books. He was born
in London but moved to New York as a young
man. Raised in an Orthodox home, Sacks was
not observant as an adult but often wrote
about Jewish subjects.

(www.nytimes.com, 8-30-15)

Did You Know...

-Birthright, the organization that sponsors
Jewish young adults between the ages of 18
to 26 on free ten-day trips to Israel, has
brought a record 30,000 young people on its
trips this past summer, the highest number
of participants in Birthright's 15-year history.
The individuals came from 32 countries.
Overall, half a million people have gone on
Birthright trips. (The Forward, 8-19-15)

-The United States Navy has named a com-
bat ship for former congresswoman Gabrielle
Giffords, the first Jewish woman elected to
statewide office in Arizona. Giffords stepped
down from her congressional seat in January
2012 after being shot in the head at a politi-
cal event in Tucson, Arizona, where six peo-
ple were killed. (www.jta.org, 6-14-15) ¢
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Contributions to KJCC

We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who support the Keys Jewish Community Center by remembering and

honoring their friends and loved ones through their generous contributions. All donations made dfter the fifth of

the month will appear in the following month’s Chai-Lights. When you make a donation, please signify the fund
it is to go to and the recognition of the name or names to be listed.

Chai Lights
Smith, Steve & Barbara
Willner, Arthur Lee & Johanna

General Fund

Miller, Steven & Tonia Sledd
Schulberg, Alan & Elaine
Yankow, Sanford & Nancy

Holocaust Education Center
Kamely, Yardena
Swartz, George & Muriel

Meditation Garden
Rose, Frank

Kamely, Yardena brick — Joel Pollack
Rabbi & Cantor Fund

Davidson, Foster

Goodman, Jamie & Laura

Mont, Dave & Georgia Landau

Smith, Steve & Barbara

Vinicur, Sam

Sisterhood — Onegs and Contributions
Coltman, Barney

Itkin, Arthur

Knowles, Richard & Barbara

Peckman, Joyce

Roy, Medina

Pollack, Linda-Granddaughter Maddy’s bat mitzvah
Pollack, Linda Sisterhood
Williams, Jim & Rita
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Social Hall Chair Plates
Vinicur, Sam

Yankow, Sanford & Nancy
Yankow, Sanford & Nancy
Yankow, Sanford & Nancy

Rosie Biskar, Artist
Jim Boruszak

Joel Pollack

Carol Steinbock

Tree of Life — Leaves
Willner, Arthur Lee & Johanna - In celebration of
50 Golden Years — Johanna & Arthur Willner

Yahrzeit Plaques
Tallent, Lillian Ralph L. Tallent
Yahrzeits

Boruszak, Joan

Cooper, Claire

Kaplan, Marshall & Myra

Jim Boruszak
Sarah Sandberg
Len Roberts

Yizkor Book

Calev, Barbara
Chasteen, Dale
Davidson, Foster
Goodman, Jamie & Laura
Kamely, Yardena

Laskin, Carol

Rose, Frank

Schulberg, Alan & Elaine
Smith, Steve & Barbara
Willner, Arthur Lee & Johanna



Photo Gallery

Barbara & Richard
Knowles cutting their
16th Anniversary cake
on August 14.They
sponsored the Oneg.

Mort Silverman won-
ders why there is only
one candle on his birth-
day cake. We helped him
celebrate at the Sept.
4th oneg, below.

Above, Skip Rose furls an
American flag he provided
for a client.

At right, Lee Schur with
grandchildren Nathan and
Cate and a friend aboard
The Schur Thing in Chicago.

When Lauren & Stuart Sax traveled west, they
stopped in Albuquerque to visit Sandy and Nancy
Yankow, and introduced Shayna to Lola.
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Joyce Peckman is
clearly glad to be back
in the Keys in time for
the Holidays, as she
“makes a motzi.” She
sponsored the oneg in
honor of her safe
return.

The bimah is
bedecked in love-
ly new silk flow-
ers for the Holi-
days. Thank you,
Gene Silverman

and Sam Vinicur,
for traveling to
Miami to procure
them.

At left, Sydney!
Faye-Davis helps
Bernie with
Kiddush at a Fri-
day night oneg
Shabbat.

Artist Marcia Kreitman points to the
name of 2015 honoree Carol Steinbock,
which she just added to the Women’s
Seder tapestry.
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The Days of Awe Begin

We begin the High Holy Days not with Rosh Hasha-
nah, but with Slichot Service, saying ‘“I’m sorry” to
G-d. For added incentive, there is pizza and a movie.
This year, the event was graciously sponsored by
Gene and Mort Silverman, and by Steve Steinbock,
who also led the Slichot Service.

Pizza and salad fed
the body so our
souls could be ready
to be nourished as
well. Thank you,
Gene.

Art Itkin and
Dave Mont in
deep discussion
above.

Above, Foster Davidson and Pauline
share a moment.

No, that basket at left is not filled
with etrogim for the upcoming Succot
holiday. Gene and Mort’s Italian lem-
on tree had a bumper crop, so they
brought enough to share.
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Simchat Torah and the Dancing Feet

by Gloria Avner

Mazel Tov! The Jewish ceremonial cycle is
complete. We've read and discussed (well, at
least discussed) every parashah in the Torah.
Now, on Monday, October 5" at 6:00 p.m., we
will celebrate both that ending and a new be-
ginning with a joyous Simchat Torah celebra-
tion. We are “rejoicing in the Law,” and al-
ready we look forward to starting to read and
study it all over again.

over. Shemini Atzeret,

the “Eighth day of As-
sembly,” has begun. (It is
time to pray for rain now
- and all Jewish worship-
pers will continue to add
that special line of the
Amidah asking for “rain
to fall and the wind to
blow” until Pesach.) But
the big news of the day
is Simchat Torah! It is time to parade
our Torahs (in Hebrew, of course, the
plural would be Torot), silver trap-
pings and all, to hold them as tender-
ly as we hold our precious children and to
dance with them. One wise old teacher said:
“The Torahs want to dance. Let us be their
dancing feet.” So we go circling the sanctuary.
(These “circlings” are called HaKafot.) Seven
times around we go, as we sing joyful songs
and recite special prayers. Bernie is usually the
one to chant the set of seventeen verses,
called Atah Ha'raita, and he also keeps track
of how many times we have done our HaKafot.
Grown-ups take turns being the Torah’s danc-
ing feet, and the children wave special Sim-
chat Torah flags. Bernie remembers as a child
being given apples to stick on the point of the
flag for a treat after the dancing.

If this sounds not merely joyous to you but

also rambunctious, you get it. Bring your chil-
dren. This is a youngster-friendly happen

It’s October 5". The seven days of Sukkot are

ing. Remember little Rachel Levine running up
and down the aisles last year? Her eyes were
wide, marveling as the grownups danced.
Those eyes were fastened in wonder on the
growing length of the Torah as we unrolled it.
She, and the rest of us as well, then listened
intently as Rabbi Agler told us the world’s best
bedtime story, the full story of us, the Jewish
people.

Rabbi Agler has graciously agreed to do it
again on Monday night, October 5%, perform-
ing his now-famous seven-minute on-the-spot
W translation of the en-
__ | tire unrolled Torah (the
student scroll gener-
ously donated to the
KJCC Religious School
by David, Suzi, and
Nyan Feder on the oc-
casion of Nyan’s Bar
Mitzvah) while we of
the congregation sup-
port it with our hands.
Rabbi Agler’s recitation is a
genuine learning experience, as
well as a highly entertaining one.
You don’t want to miss it. Why is
it on a weekday night and not (as we would
typically do) on a Friday? Because this year it
happens to fall exactly between two Fridays.
We are celebrating Shemini Atzeret, Simchat
Torah, and the second mandated Yizkor of
5776 on the actual eve on which we are in-
structed to observe them. It's a mitzvah. Come
to remember your loved ones. Experience joy,
sorrow, remembrance, respect, jubilation. This
night has it all. And all of it is important. Bring
your little ones if you have them. We will start
at 6:00 p.m. and end at 7:00 p.m. so that all
students (young and not-so-young) can go
home and get a good night’s sleep. The rest of
us can stay and schmooze. There will of
course be refreshments.

Join us. Come and watch the Torahs dance.
And perhaps feel a little of the unique Torah

magic yourself. ¢
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Mezuzzot, Jewelry and More!

For further information contact:
Susan Gordon (305) 766-3585
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One T ribe to Another:

A

by Gloria Avner

I sat in the third row on Erev Rosh Hasha-
nah and was struck by the beauty of our Can-
tor’s Tallit. In the reception line after services,
I took a closer look. After years of collecting,
researching, buying and sellmg indigenous
art, textiles in particular,
my instincts said native
Guatemalan weaving.
"Right you are,” said Can-
tor Dzubin, “but there is
more to the story.”

hen Cantor Mi-
chael Dzubin was
spiritual leader (or P

Kol Bo) to the only Con-
ser