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Local Farm Expands Feed, Seed &
Grain Services
By Northshore Journal Staff

Habitat for
Humanity Seeking
Age in Place
Repair Applicants
Duluth, MN - Western Lake Superior
Habitat for Humanity (WLSHFH) seeks
home repair applicants from Carlton, St.
Louis, Lake, and Douglas (WI) counties as
part of the Age in Place program. Age in
Place works with older adult homeowners to
support their efforts to safely maintain their
homes as their needs evolve. Homeowners
retain independence and a renewed connection with their community through this
partnership, while also having vital exterior
repair work completed on their home.
Repair projects generally focus on the safety,
accessibility, and health of homeowners.
Example projects include: accessibility ramps,
handrails, stair repair, light landscaping, and
gutter maintenance. To be eligible,
homeowners need to own their home, be aged
65 or older, meet the income requirements
between 30 and 80 percent of Area Median
Income, and be willing to partner with
WLSHFH. Interested homeowners can visit
the website: www.wlshabitat.org to download
an application or email repairs@wlshabitat.org
to have an application emailed or mailed to
their home.
Age in Place is possible because of major
support from local organizations. In Carlton
County: the United Way of Carlton County
and Sappi. In the Twin Ports: Enbridge. In
Lake County: the Duluth Superior Area
Community Foundation, the Lloyd K.
Johnson Foundation, and the Cleveland Cliffs
Foundation.

NSFCU Lincoln
Park Branch Opens
North Shore Federal Credit
Union Opens 2nd Branch in
Duluth in Lincoln Park
northshorefcu.org

Blu Willow Trading Post’s group of Alpacas. Photo by Bonnie Warner
Luxemburg Mill (St. Cloud, Minnesota)
has recently awarded Bonnie Warner and
Blu Willow Trading Post the Arrowhead
Region Distributorship to sell Luxemburg
Mill agricultural feed and seed on the North
Shore and Northern Minnesota counties.
Blu Willow will carry a full line of conventional poultry and chick grain, as well as
horse, swine, cattle, goat, sheep and
camelid feeds. “I have been researching this
venture for a number of years, but Luxemburg brings so much more to the partnership
and our communities”, says Warner.
In addition to providing a full service
range of grain, Luxemburg is one of the few
Minnesota mills that has separate mill
processing for organic grains - eliminating a
large percentage of non-organic and gmo
contamination. The mill is competitively
priced and provides reasonable shipping and
delivery fees for orders over 1000# directly
to customers with a timely order turn
around.
However, the biggest advantage to working with Luxemburg is their development
and training seminars. Dale, owner of
Luxemburg Mill, offers various feed management workshops throughout the year. In
April, Luxemburg had scheduled seminars
on how to successfully select, feed, and raise
meat and egg poultry at several of the
Luxemburg distributor stores. Of course,
these workshops had to be cancelled because
of the Home Safe restrictions, but as soon as
things open up again Dale will continue his
community workshops on various topics
including consumption control, organic and
gmo selections, and crop planting. “I found
this service to be just as valuable as having
my orders delivered in a reasonable time
frame. I know I am giving my animals
quality product because they are producing
quality products, sturdy offspring, and are
healthy even after a long winter,” says
Bonnie.

North Shore Federal Credit Union is thrilled
to announce that its second Duluth branch
location at 1902 West Superior Street is now
open.
The new branch will provide high-quality,
local business banking services to regional
entrepreneurs, as well as mortgage and traditional retail banking services for the community. Branch hours will be Monday-Friday,
9:00 am - 5:00 pm.
“Opening our second Duluth branch in
Lincoln Park is the realization of a vision we've
had for several years,” stated Cassie Ernest,
NSFCU President. “The Lincoln Park Business
Group's thoughtful and collaborative community vision fits with our business philosophy of
supporting an area that is growing and prospering. We are committed to advancing the vision
within the Lincoln Park neighborhood and
beyond.”
NSFCU entered the Duluth market opening a
convenient Endi branch located at 2104 London Road in the summer of 2018. Both Duluth
locations will conveniently serve both existing
and new NSFCU members.

Blu Willow has been very successful
selling hay, straw and a small percentage of
grain products for the past five years on the
15-acres farm on Highway 3. The Silver Bay
farm has been purchasing grain from Luxemburg for more than three years, experimenting with grain mixes for chickens,
game birds, alpacas and horses.
Plans were in play to expand the customer
resale end of the business in 2021-22, but
after the Covid-19 restrictions Warner
decided the time to expand needed to be
moved up. “No matter what restrictions or
quarantines are placed on people, livestock
and animals must be fed. There were empty
shelves and shortages in some of the big box
stores and I wanted people to know that they
have a local alternative to driving all the
way to Duluth to buy feed when they need
to be social distancing and staying closer to
home. Blu Willow is large enough to meet
any needs, but small enough to respect any
guidelines, for being safe, or to even having
orders shipped direct for a reasonable fee.
We are competitive with the larger feed
stores and can special order almost anything,” says Warner.
Currently Blu Willow Trading Post has
beefed up a full selection of poultry feeds,
chick starters, and scratch feeds for both
meat and laying birds. Hay season started in
June and Alfalfa and straw are usually
brought in from Southern Minnesota and
become available in the fall. “My dad raised
beef cattle on this property for more than 50
years. I don't know what he would think
about alpacas and peacocks roaming the
pastures, but I know that he thought pellets
and granules were like ‘mystery meat’, that
traditional grains like corn, oats, barley and
alfalfa were the staple in quality livestock
care and so I try to continue that tradition
here on the farm,” says Bonnie.
Blu Willow Trading Post is opened to fill
orders by appointment by calling (218) 2264858.
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Playing With Yarn

A world class yarn shop on the shore of
Lake Superior, your local yarn shop! We have
all of your knitting & crochet needs from dish
cloth cotton to silk for lace. Plus patterns & books.
HOURS
HOURS: MON    WED  SAT  
SUN noon   CLOSED TUESDAYS
 Scenic Drive Knife River MN
playingwithyarncom
judycass@playingwithyarncom
    

Over 30 years experience serving area individuals & businesses
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