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Community News and Events for the parish of Amesbury

Dear Friends
October is traditionally the time of
Harvest Festivals and by the time you
read this St Mary and St Melor will
have
had
both
its Harvest
Thanksgiving service and welcomed
Amesbury CE Primary School to
church for their Harvest service. So in
a sense we are now already looking
forward to forthcoming events.
One of these, ‘Back to Church
Sunday’ will be observed here on
October 8th. Members of our church
will be extending invitations to those
they know who were once church attenders but who, for whatever reason, have
fallen away from doing so, to come along to one of the regular church services.
Personally I applaud the ‘Back to Church Sunday’ initiative for a number of reasons.
One of the most important is the fundamental calling of all Christians to grow
God’s Church and to share the Christian faith. The Church of England
commissioned an influential report some years ago now which showed that
nationally, only about 10 per cent of the population attend church regularly.
Another 10 per cent attend, but less often. A very significant proportion, some 40
per cent, has never been to church except for the occasional funeral or wedding. A
further 20 per cent have previously attended but for whatever reason, sadly have
no intention of returning. Finally, the remaining 20 per cent (and this is where the
‘Back to Church Sunday’ initiative fits in) have attended previously and are open to
returning if suitably contacted and invited back.
The intention is that the invitations for ‘Back to Church Sunday’ are accompanied
by encouragement and support, so that for someone who may have been away
from the life of the Church for some time, they are assisted in finding their way
through the service and in meeting others, some of whom may be unfamiliar.
Although it might seem that this is all about what existing church-goers might do, it
is not intended to be exclusive – quite the opposite, in fact! Very much in the spirit
of the Revd Barry Davis’ leader article in last month’s edition, a warm welcome is
offered to anyone and everyone who wishes to join us. And not just on this ‘Back to
Church Sunday’ on 8th October.
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Dear Friends Continued
In January, at the Abbey Church of St Mary and St Melor we will be making some changes to our pattern of services
which will see the introduction of a new extra service at 11.30am. This will be shorter and more informal than our
10am Parish Eucharist and we hope will appeal to those who are new to church life, or who are just wishing to ‘see
what it’s all about’. Do please look out for more details in forthcoming editions of the Amesbury Messenger, or
contact me directly.
Details of regular services are in the Messenger each month, so please do take a look, get in touch, come along and
say hello. We would love to see you!
With every blessing,
Fr Darren A’Court

Scarecrow Trail Best Year Yet
Sunday 24th September saw the annual Friends of Amesbury Abbey Scarecrow Trail take place. The two-mile
route around Amesbury Town Centre was filled with over 45 scarecrows, made by locals. When the trail started
at 2pm, the queue of families taking part went all the way around the corner from the History Centre to the
Chinese Take Away!
The scarecrows this year ranged from Postman Pat and the Very Hungry Caterpillar to War Horse and Dolly
Parton. There was something for everyone! ‘Pocahontas’ won the best scarecrow competition, independently
judged by Mr Ben Edward, the Acting Chairman of Amesbury Chamber of
Trade. And prize money was donated by James Benedict Funeral Services. At
the time of going to press, the winner of the ‘most correctly guessed
scarecrows’ has not been decided.
It is estimated that over 150 families took part, and between ticket sales and
cream teas over £1000 was raised for the Friends, who support St Mary and St
Melor church by fundraising for building repairs.
Many thanks to everyone who took part; built scarecrows, or helped out on
the day and the owners of South Mill. Special thanks to the organising
committee, whose hard work ensures that this much-loved event can continue
to run.
The Results can be found on page 11
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Wyndham Hall
Over the next few issues we will feature a number of interesting articles about the history of the Wyndham Hall by
Michael Nottage. This continues from last months issue.
All the hard work culminated in a grand opening ceremony on Saturday 29th October 2011, attended by visiting
dignitaries and parishioners. The Mayor unveiled the Hall sign, and a blessing of the Hall was given by the Bishop of
Salisbury. The plaque in the foyer was unveiled by the Lord-Lieutenant for Wiltshire, and a reception followed.
A fortnight later on Remembrance Sunday the spacious and high standard accommodation was evident at lunch
attended by church and British Legion members. That year, it was an auspicious occasion. The remembrance
ceremony, which since 1973 had been held in the afternoon, was restored to the rightful time of 11.00, as at the
Cenotaph and elsewhere in the country. The war memorial, which had been shorter than its original height ever
since its much lamented removal from its once prominent location on the green in the centre of the village in 1964,
had been repaired and restored. By a fine numerical coincidence the time and date of the armistice
commemoration on 11th November could be represented by the figures 11.11.11.11.

Community Hall Gets A Makeover
On the 19th August, over 20 people turned out to help with renovation and
redecoration works at the Wyndham Hall. The main hall has been repainted and
looks fresh and clean. Essential work to unblock the drainage at the front of the
building was carried out. In the garden, the wall was painted; the gates were
varnished; the old brick barbecue was demolished; the roses were pruned; the
grass was cut and the footpaths were cleared of weeds and rubbish. The kitchen
was given a deep clean and the entrance hall was tidied in preparation for a
new carpet to be laid. Finally, the front of the building has been given (seven!)
fresh coats of paint and now looks much brighter and cleaner.
Thank you to everyone who helped in any way on the day – it was a fantastic effort and it has made such a
difference. The Wyndham Hall is an ideal venue for all sorts of events. Why not pop in and have a look at the hall?
Contact the hall administrator on 01980 677244 or email wyndhamhall@hotmail.com.
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Amesbury Evening WI
We opened our meeting by singing Jerusalem and then introduced our speaker Ros Liddington on Corset Art.
Opening by saying she is a collector of STUFF, giving talks and also working at Wilton House, but what a surprise
when other items were showed to us other than corsets, great play on a word. It was a most interesting talk making
us think what we should keep or throw away, what is of great value money wise, or kept for personal reasons or
sentimental, We tend to throw away more than we keep of past items. We then had a demonstration with a vast
range of clothes, pictures, materials, camera's, tools and utensils from the past with members joining in. We tend to
forget that craft work like knitting has been around since the 13 century and how due to poor light that peoples eye
sight became very poor, so we need to keep the art up in all fields of craft. Clothes showed wealth in days gone by
and girls from the age of three wore a corset and boys a dress. The talk was a great insight from the past making us
think maybe we should keep more and pass on items so they do not get lost for ever. A vote of thanks was given by
Margaret Aymes.
After the break we had our group reports, raffle and competition results for the best bra which was won by Pip
Tonkin. Our whist team of Pam Barnard, Sally Down, Roz Spencer and Joy Elliot came second in the final at
Bromham on 12th September, so well done ladies. Diary date for Edinburgh Wool at Wilton is November 14th. We
also hope to run a trip to Longleat for the lights and to Waitrose for a cooking demonstration.
Unfortunately David Thomas who was going to talk to us in August was unable to come due to illness, we wish him
well and hope to see him soon. Our next meeting is on October 12th 19.30 at Antrobus House, speaker Daphne
Atkinson on Birthstones. Competition, My Favourite Piece Of Jewellery.
We are a friendly group so please come along and join us.

Do you have something interesting to say? We want to feature your article!
Contact us using to information on the back page.

New Just Giving Page To Support Local Landmark
Did you know that it costs 18p per minute to maintain St Mary and St Melor church?
This figure includes our electricity for heating and lighting, as well as ongoing maintenance to the church fabric such
as the roof and windows. The building has been standing since 979AD and needs regular work to keep it safe and
habitable.
This Amesbury landmark is at risk! We receive no government funding, and all maintenance and upkeep costs are
funded by the congregation and visitors. Could you spare us a minute?
Our new JustGiving page is a quick and easy way to donate and show your support in preserving a local landmark.
Visit www.justgiving.com/stmaryandstmelor and help us today!

You can now subscribe and receive a free, full-colour copy of the
Amesbury Messenger direct to your inbox. Simply sign up at
maryandmelor.com.
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The Little Flower Shop
This is a sincere “Thank you” to the Little Flower Shop in Amesbury. Over the past year they have done several
very attractive flower arrangements in The Abbey Church of St Mary and St Melor. This has been done voluntarily
and free of charge because the flower shop wanted to contribute to the local community. This has been a great
help to the Church flower arrangers and very much appreciated by the congregation. Thank you very much from
all of us.

Want to see your event here? Let us know.

Ride & Stride Success

Five Riders and Striders set out from St Mary and St Melor on the 9th September, to raise money for the Wiltshire
Historic Churches Trust. Between them they visited over 20 local churches and raised over £400, although the
final figure is yet to be confirmed. Additionally, twelve Riders and Striders from other congregations visited St
Mary and St Melor throughout the day.
Many thanks to everyone who took part or who sponsored participants. Half of the money raised will go direct to
St Mary and St Melor; the other half goes to the Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust who gives grants to support the
upkeep of church buildings around the county.

Your Ad Here
The Amesbury Messenger is freely available to all
residents and visitors in our parish. In order to keep it
free, we rely on advertising revenue.
Do you have a local business or endeavor which you
would like to advertise?
The Amesbury Messenger is seen by over 500 people
every month and is also available online to a growing
audience. Our fees are highly competitive with other
local publications.
For more information about advertising with us, please
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see the back page for rates and contact details.

King’s Gate Cemetery
The new town cemetery at Kings Gate will be
consecrated by The Right Reverend Dr. Edward
Condry, Bishop of Ramsbury, at 2pm on Monday 9th
October. All are welcome to attend.

Jumble Sale, Sat 14th October
The Friends of Amesbury Parish Church will be
holding one of our very popular jumble sales in
October, Wyndham Hall at 10AM, Refreshments
Available.

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNION – SALISBURY BRANCH
The ESU is a global educational charity and membership organisation dedicated to helping people realise their
potential through giving them the skills and confidence in communication, enabling them to articulate their ideas
and share them with others.
Lunches with guest speakers are held at The White Hart Hotel, Salisbury
Coffee from 10.30am; Talk 11am; Lunch 12.15pm
MONDAY 16th OCTOBER – ‘The Life and Loves of Admiral Lord Nelson’
A talk about Nelson’s life including the Battles of Trafalgar, the Nile and Copenhagen by Felicity Herring – NADFAS
(Arts Society) lecturer who travels around Britain, overseas and on cruise ships speaking about the man she found
fascinating when studying historical war paintings at university.
Talks FREE for first-time visitors. Lunches £16.50, bookable in advance
Details from: Terence Dear, 07753 708958, 65tpdear@gmail.com
Among the many and varied educational programmes offered by the ESU is the Public Speaking Competition for
Schools (the PSC). This runs from October through January each year and sees at least 10 teams from the Salisbury
area competing against each other in a structured and interesting format. The current Salisbury Branch PSC
Organiser will run the 2017/18 competition and is then retiring from the role in January after four happy and
interesting years. He would happily provide relevant advice and guidance to a successor shadowing him during this
time.
Contact Adam Ogilvie 01590 677987 or Ogilvie.adam@yahoo.com
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Regular Services
The Abbey Church of St Mary and St
Melor

Amesbury Methodist Church
Sunday
10.30
Worship with Junior Church
18.00
Worship
Tuesday
10.30
Prayer Time
Wednesday
19.00
Bible Study
Sunday (Fourth Sunday of the month)
2.30
Faith and Light (4th Sunday of
the month only)
Contact information on the back cover

Sunday
First Sunday only:
8.00
Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30
Refreshments and crafts in
church
10.00
All-age Eucharist, followed by
refreshments in the Wyndham
Hall
18.00
Choral Evensong
Other Sundays:
8.00
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00
Parish Eucharist (with Sunday School),
followed by refreshments in the
Wyndham Hall
18.00
Sung Evensong on 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sundays
‘Special Service’ on 5th Sundays –
as advertised

Amesbury Baptist Church
Sunday
10.30am

7.30pm
Wednesday
10.30
12.15-12.30

Compline on all Sunday evenings
during Lent and Advent

Monday to Friday
8.30
Morning Office
16.00
Evening Office

Sunday Service
(Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays)
Brix (teenagers church)
Bible Study
Lunch with speaker
(2nd Wed in the month)

Contact information on the back cover

Wednesdays
11.00
Eucharist, followed by refreshments
in the Wyndham Hall
Holy Days (as advertised)
7.30
Sung Eucharist
Other Festivals, including Christmas and Easter
please see advertised services
Contact information on the back cover
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Joke Of The Month
A man with a nagging secret couldn't keep it any longer. In the confessional he admitted that for years he had been
stealing building supplies from the timber merchant where he worked. "What did you take?" his priest asked.
Enough to build my own house and enough for my son's house, and houses for our two daughters and our cottage
at the lake." "This is very serious," the priest replied. "I shall have to think of a far-reaching penance. Have you ever
done a retreat?" "No, Father, I haven't" The man replied." But if you can get the plans, I can get the timber."
Submit your joke to maryandmelor.com and navigate to the Amesbury Messenger Page.

Regular Groups
Monday
9.30-11.30
Ducklings
10.30, 17.30, 19.30
Slimming World
13.15-16.15
Memory Café
18.30-19.30
Aerobics, Hula & Pump
20.00
Scottish Country Dancing
Tuesday
9.30-10.00
Music Bugs
14.00
Archers Songsters
17.45
Girls Brigade
18.30-19.30
Tums, Bums & More
19.00
AA meet
19.45-20.45
Pilates
Wednesday
12.00-14.00
Simple Fayre Lunches (fourth Wed)
13.00
Alabare
17.30, 19.30
Slimming World
18.00
Tai Chi
19.00-21.00
Community Players Drama Group
Thursday
9.30-11.30
Noah's Ark (Mums and Tots)
10.00
Mencap
13.00
Yoga
14.00-16.00
Noah’s Playlist Singing Group
19.30
Music group practice
18.30-19.30
Aerobics Plus
20.00
Scottish Country Dancing
Saturday
9.00
Men's breakfast (Second Saturday)
9.00
Women's breakfast (Last Saturday)
10.00-11.30
Coffee Morning
Some groups are subject to change and may only run in term time
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Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Wyndham Hall
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Baptist Church
Baptist Church
Methodist Church

Advertisement
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Just For Kids
Amesbury Scarecrow Trail Results
No
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Address
History Centre
Methodist Church
Johnsons Cleaners
Little Flower Shop
One Brown Cow
Headquarters Hair
Perry’s Pre-loved
Joanna
Traffic lights
Outside Cloisters
30 London Road
48 London Road
64 London Road
70 Kitchener Road
56 Kitchener Road
50 Kitchener Road
53 Kitchener Road
NO SCARECROW
Top of Gauntlet Road
School Grounds
School Grounds
School Grounds
Library
Alabare

Scarecrow
Naked Chef
Minions
Doctor Who
Mrs Tin Man (wife of)
Fox’s Glacier Bear
Russell Crow
Princess and The Unicorn
Mr & Mrs Scarecrow
Wonder Women
Little Red Riding Hood
Creeper (Minecraft)
Very Hungry Caterpillar
Mary Poppins
Dolly Parton
Pocahontas
Spiderman
Cinderella
Postman Pat
APS Pupils
Iron Man
Oliver Twist
Handsel & Gretel
Steve Backshall Deadly 60

No
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
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Address
24 Edwards Road
Ivydene Dentist
Zania’s Hair Salon
NO SCARECROW
Hays Travel
Coral’s Bookies
Community Shop
Amesbury Chippy
Amesbury Auto
Flower Lane
12 Old Granary Lane
14 Old Granary Lane
Antrobus House
42 Salisbury Road
Police Station
Buckland Court
Southmill Road
Southmill Road
End of Abbess Close
Southmill Road
NO SCARECROW
Southmill Close
Southmill Road
Southmill Road

Scarecrow
Sponge Bob Square Pants
Lion The Witch Wardrobe
Justin Bieber
Viva Las Vegas
Usain Bolt
Robin Hood
Baron Hardup
Sebastian Vettel
Joey (War Horse)
Tin Man
Monkey Puzzle Tree
Freddie Mercury
Fantastic Mr Fox
Frodo Baggins
Harry Potter
On The Piste
Storm Trooper
Mrs Slocombe
Ringo Starr
BFG (Big Friendly Giant)
A New Royal Event (Baby)
Charlotte’s Webb

ADVERTISING in the AMESBURY MESSENGER
Advertising prices;
Full page A4 - £200 for 12 issues; £20 for 1 ad.
Half page A5 - £150 for 12 issues : £15 for 1 ad.
Quarter page - £90 for 12 issues: £9 for 1 ad.
One eighth page - £40 for 12 issues: £4 for 1 ad.
Please contact Angela Bayliss on:
01980 623846
angelarroadnightbayliss@msn.com

Contact Information
The Abbey Church of St Mary And St Melor & The Wyndham Hall
Fr Darren A’Court
Tel: 01980 259054
Website: www.maryandmelor.com
Facebook: @Maryandmelor
Office hours are:
Monday - Wednesdays 9.15—14.15

St Mary and St Melor Parish Office
Wyndham Hall
Church Street
Amesbury
SP4 7EU
Tel: 01980677244

Amesbury Baptist Church
Revd Barry Davis
Tel. 01980 625255
Website: www.amesburybaptist.org.uk
Facebook: @amesburybaptist

Amesbury Baptist Centre
Butterfield Drive
Amesbury
SP4 7SN

Amesbury Methodist Church & Hall
Rev. Paul Rees
Tel. 01980 676766
email paulrees678@msn.com
Junior Church Coordinator, Girls Brigade Leader
Gillian Clarke Tel. 01980 623563

HALL BOOKINGS:
Liz Rose
Tel. 01980 623541
Amesbury Methodist Church
High Street
Amesbury SP4 7ET

Amesbury Messenger Enquiries
Editor, Mark Verbinnen: 07590 335103
Email Mark: mgverbinnen@gmail.com

Sally Down: 01980 624085
Website: maryandmelor.com
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