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Sunday Morning
Service 11:00AM

Children’s and Adult Classes 10:00AM

Church 60th Anniversary Celebration November 16!
Services
November 16: “Quilt 60th Anniversary
Celebration”, Justin Deurmyer,
Jessie Simpson
November 23: “How worry keeps us from being
grateful”, Rita Chamblin

In this Issue…

Children’s Religious Education
November 16: Cubbies: We Need Our Families
Youth: In Our Hands: Deciding for Peace and
Justice
November 23:
Cubbies: Being Thankful: Thanksgiving
Youth: A Time to Give Thanks: Thanksgiving
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Intersections – Adult Religious Exploration
November 16: “More on the Individual”,
Judy Brown
November 23: “Blessing” from Fluent in Faith,
Ariel Purkeypile
Information
The Chalice Light is a publication of the First Unitarian
Universalist Church of Lubbock, TX. It is published every two
weeks. Newsletter Editor is Pat Smith. Send newsletter items
to firstuu@nts-online.net.
The First Unitarian Universalist Church of Lubbock is a
religious community of free minds which supports your free
and responsible search for truth and meaning.
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Sunday Morning Services –
Details…
November 16: “Quilt 60th Anniversary
Celebration”, Justin Deurmyer,
Jessie Simpson
November 23: “How worry keeps us from being
grateful”, Rita Chamblin. Come hear our
children share a story about worry and their
thoughts on how that impacts our ability to
be grateful.

Mark Your Calendar!
November 14: Corn Maize at 6 PM
November 16: Potluck after service
November 23: Next newsletter deadline, 5 PM
November 23: All Committees meet after service
December 9: Board of Trustees, 7 PM
December 13: South Plains Food Bank, 9-noon

Services – Looking Ahead…
November 30: “Thanksgiving and Hanukkah”
Rita Chamblin will speak about these two
holidays and what they tell us about
different reasons and ways to give thanks.
December 7: Chalica and Hanging of the Greens,
With the children of the Religious Education
Classes

Children’s Religious Education
By April Velasquez

Adult Religious Exploration,
where religion intersects culture,
science, and politics –

Sunday Morning Intersections –
Details…
November 16: “More on the Individual”,
Judy Brown
November 23: “Blessing” from Fluent in Faith,
Ariel Purkeypile

Intersections - Looking Ahead…
November 30: The Challenge of Change:
Our 3rd and 4th Principles, Rita
Chamblin
December 7: Four types of church growth,
Pat Smith
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RE FOOD DRIVE
The children of the Religious Education classes
have been working hard to give back to their
community. This food drive brought in 93 cans! A
big thank you to those who helped RE take a bite
out of hunger.
UNICEF
The trick-or-treaters raised $52.19 this year for
UNICEF. UNICEF has always put children first,
helping to save more children’s lives than any other
humanitarian organization. UNICEF cares about
making the world better for kids. With the $52.19
the children are able to provide clean, safe water for
other children in need. There is still time to donate
if you or your family feel the need to give a little
more. https://www.unicefusa.org/donate/makeyour-trick-or-treat-unicef-donation-online
SECRET SANTA
Ho! Ho! Ho! Calling all Secret Santas! We
desperately need volunteers to show our children
some love this holiday season. With our growing
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numbers we now have 22 children who can
participate in this tradition. Secret Santa will kick
off November 30 and we will reveal who is who
during “Hanging of the Greens” on December 14. If
you are able to take on two children this would be
most appreciated. Please contact April Velasquez at
1stuu.dre@gmail.com or 806.881.4539 to
volunteer.

Corn Maize CANCELED
By Stephanie Blackwell
Our Celebration at the Corn Maize, which was
scheduled for 6PM, Friday, November 14 has been
canceled due to expected frigid temperatures.
Instead, make sure to come to Sunday service at
11AM, November 16 for a special service, Quilt
60th Anniversary Celebration, led by Justin
Deurmyer. Afterwards will be potluck and birthday
cake. Don't miss it!

S S S Needs Attention
By Richard Hopson, Board President
The First Unitarian Universalist Church's
Children are outgrowing their Shoes, Shorts and
Space!!!!!
This is very exciting, however some expansion
plans should be considered NOW. The most
practical expansion is moving the well attended
“Intersections” to the sanctuary. This will allow for
continued growth of Intersections plus possible
recording of some of the presentations and
new seating arrangements that will complement the
Sunday services.
Byron and Helen Abernethy will become
honorary Grand Parents to the kids in the new larger
space of the Abernethy Room. But we have some
updating to do!!!
New flooring is needed in the Abernethy before
the switch is made. Who can help?
The Community can!!!!
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First UU is 60!
Come celebrate the 60th Anniversary of our
church on Sunday, November 16 with a
commemorative service titled, Quilt 60th
Anniversary Celebration, and led by Justin
Deurmyer. Join us after service for potluck and
birthday cake.
The quilt displayed at the front of the sanctuary
was lovingly crafted in celebration of the church’s
50th anniversary in November, 2004, the
“Stitchers” of this church designed, crafted and
dedicated the quilt on the south wall. The quilt
shows symbols of the world’s religions and honors
the Unitarian Universalist tradition of drawing
wisdom and understanding from many sources.
Quilt artists are Mary Cain Fehr, Elizabeth
Davidson, Keitha Hopson, JJ Sires, Louise Sanders
and Sharon Nell.
Our church has a rich history which is worth
celebrating. In 1954, twenty-one people established
the fellowship that became our church. We joined
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the American Unitarian Association, and in 1961
the Unitarian Universalist Association, after the
consolidation of the Unitarians and Universalists.
Our first building at 36th and Ave U was
dedicated in 1960, adding a Sunday School wing to
accommodate the growing children’s religious
education program. A temporary minister was
called in 1967. Subsequently, we had consistent
ministerial leadership, with Rev. Al Judd serving
for 10 years beginning in 1973. We saw an increase
in music in our services provided by both members
and musicians from Texas Tech. And we acquired
artwork, such as the mural “The Seasons” by Paul
Milosovich.
In 1982, we bought the building we have now at
2801 42nd St., and we have paid off the mortgage!
After Rev. Judd left in 1983, the church had a series
of interim ministers. Then, Rev. Thomas Perchlik
served from 1991-2000.
Since 2000, we have been lay led. The weekly
Forum, an adult discussion with wide-ranging
topics, continued for several years. Our Sunday
services also continued without interruption using
the format established by our former ministers. The
Sunday message is given by our own members and
friends, speakers from the wider Lubbock
community, as well as ministers and guests from
out of town.
We have had ebbs and flows in our children’s
attendance. We now have a Director of Religious
Education and a vibrant children’s program. For
adults, we have added a religious exploration class
called Intersections and initiated seasonal study
groups after our monthly potluck.
Recently, to ensure our continued learning from
the wider UU community, we have established
Futures Funds: the Darwin Holder Memorial Fund
for the Youth and the Dorothy McLarty Fund. The
first one will be used to help fund our youth’s
participation in regional and national UU events.
The second will help provide financial support for
adult members to attend UU conferences and
training.

Ofrenda from the Dia de los Muertos service led by
Laura Deurmyer. Thank you all for your
participation! Photo by Laura Deurmyer.

Congratulations, Don!
Don MacNair recently received presidential
recognition for his more than 4,000 hours of
volunteer service.

An opportunity for Living Our
Values
By Sara McLarty
Posted on the "Refrigerator Door" and the
bulletin board section "Living Our Values" is a
letter asking us to sign our support for updating the
city ordinance regulating oil and gas activity. It
urges the City Council to employ its own inspector
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(not a full time job) and require a 600 ft. distance
from homes, schools, and hospitals of oil and gas
installations.
The signature sheets are on the Visitors' Table. If
you plan to sign, please sign by Sunday, Nov. 16.

STEWARDSHIP at Southern
Region Fall Conference
By Gay Hedges, Board Vice-President, and Pat
Smith, Elder
We attended the Stewardship Track the weekend
of November 7-9, 2014, in Glen Rose, Texas. It was
sponsored by the Southern Region of the Unitarian
Universalist Association. The instructor was Bill
Clontz, a UUA stewardship consultant. He was
mentored by Larry Wheeler, who guided us through
a stewardship campaign five years ago. Thirteen
people attended our track from eight congregations,
some small, some large, some lay led, some
minister led. Besides the formal instruction, we got
ideas from members of these other congregations.
Here are major take-aways:
 Pledging is important to help us plan ahead and
to demonstrate member commitment to growing
our UU values.
 Establish a standing Stewardship Committee
to ensure continuity and long-range planning.
 Personal stewardship conversations are the
most effective, enhancing community
connection, discussing volunteer opportunities,
and giving details of the important programs
that the pledges support.
 Keep stewardship in front of the congregation
year-round, by, for example, brief mentions in
the Newsletter reminding us about how our
pledge money supports our programs.
 Create more visibility for children and their
stewardship projects, such as including their
efforts in the Sunday service.
 Continue to set aside funds even after a debt is
paid off.
The Chalice Light

 Share the plate, giving away half of Sunday's
plate cash once a month to a non-profit.
 Share the profits by expanding our Equal
Exchange purchase opportunities to other
businesses that profit share.
Besides our discussions with those in our
stewardship track during our formal sessions, we
picked up a few tips over breakfast, lunch, dinner,
and in bunk beds at night from people who attended
other tracks: leadership and conflict management.
In addition, Pat renewed old acquaintances, and
Gay made new friends. Relationships like these
become invaluable over time as we share our
experiences, successes, and opportunities for
growth.
If you have questions or want more detail, please
contact either of us via phone or email. Or just snag
one of us on Sunday morning!

Online Store for Coffee and more!
By Jan Hardin, Office Manager
Your purchase raises 25% profits for First UU!
Enjoy delicious, fairly-traded products while
supporting your church and small-scale farmers
across the world. Together we can create stronger
local communities, a more just food system, and a
healthier planet.
We have an online store where far-away friends
and family can purchase items to be sent directly to
their homes. Shipping is free for orders $75 or
more! Send friends to shop at:
http://fundraiser.equalexchange.coop/?fundraiser=F
IR1390W
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A Little UU History
By the UU Sunday Services Team
To fill in details, feel free to Google these historic
UU ancestors.
Julia Ward Howe: Campaigner for Women's
Rights; author of "Battle Hymn of the Republic".

The presentation promises to be both wickedly
funny and extremely moving, as the couple touches
on their early lives and upbringings, their “coming
out” stories, and their former relationships before
discussing in more depth the complex topics of one
partner’s recent transition from female to male and
their ongoing, mutual explorations of possibilities
for loving more than one person at the same time.
**PFLAG Lubbock meets at St. John's United
Methodist Church, 1501 University Avenue, at
7:00 p.m. Interested members of the UU Church
are always welcome. For further information, go to
www.pflaglubbock.org.

Sophia Lyon Fahs: Pioneer in twentieth-century
religious education reform. Author of many books
on religious education, including Today's Children
and Yesterday's Heritage, Consider the Children,
How They Grow, and Worshipping together with
Questioning Minds.

Nighthawks II – A Free Arts Event

PFLAG Lubbock's November
Meeting
By Grace Rogers
On Tuesday, November 18**, the coordinator of
PFLAG Lubbock’s Transgender Support Group and
his wife will present a program called “Love
Beyond Labels”, a compilation of real, relevant, and
racy personal anecdotes curated to address
provocative thematic questions like: What are
different forms that love can take? How do we
navigate our identities and love relationships
through language and labels? In what ways can
labels be helpful as we try to understand ourselves,
solidify our identities, show others who we are, and
form connections? In what ways can word-labels
and conceptual frameworks fall short of
representing human experiences and relationships?
And, what might one do about it all?
The Chalice Light

Please join the Ad Hoc Writers Group for its
second Nighthawks Event, which will include
literary readings, coffee, wine and other
refreshments, on Thursday, Dec. 4, at 7:00 PM.
Barbara Brannon and Kay Ellington will read
from (and sign copies of) their newly published
novel The Paragraph Ranch, set in present-day West
Texas. Barbara is a published poet who studied
with James Dickey, and who currently serves as the
executive director for the Texas Plains Trail Region.
She also was the marketing manager for Texas Tech
University Press. Kay has enjoyed an extensive
career in newspapers, working for Knight Ridder,
The Lubbock Avalanche Journal, and currently for
the Blackburn Media Group as a contributing editor
and consultant. You can learn more about The
Paragraph Ranch here:
http://www.amazon.com/The-Paragraph-RanchSeries-Volume/dp/1620154617
Richard Jespers will read from his soon-to-bepublished collection of short fiction My LongPlaying Records. Richard holds a master’s degree in
English from Texas Tech University. Stories most
recently receiving honors can be found in
Boulevard (a Pushcart nominee), Blackbird
(anthologized in Dzanc Book’s Best of the Web
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2008), and The Ledge. His latest fiction appears in
the Beloit Fiction Journal, while his short story "My
Mother's Night Out with Alain Delon” is
forthcoming in The Chaffin Journal out of Eastern
Kentucky State. You can read more about Richard
and his work here:
http://www.richardjespers.com/
Melissa Brewer is a poet, playwright, and
screenwriter. A scene of her play “In the
Meantime,” involving a potentially violent
interaction between a man struggling with life
issues and a taxi driver, was presented by actors at a
previous Ad Hoc Writers event to wide acclaim.
Currently, she is working on a collection of poetry
centered on relationships among family members
with roots in Texas and the greater Southwest. Her
poetry was recently published in the Southern
Poetry Review.
Michelle Kraft is a Professor of Art and Assistant
Dean in the College of Arts and Liberal Education
at Lubbock Christian University. She submitted her
first story while in the eighth grade, under a “pen
name,” to Omni Magazine. While she has published
scholarly work in both journals and books in the
field of Art Education, she is now equally interested
in writing creative non-fiction and memoir that
delves into issues of creativity (especially the
artistry of her father), family difficulties that are
simultaneously comic and tragic, and the loss of
childhood innocence. She has also written essays
about whimsical events during travels in Europe.

Buddhist Weekly Class Schedule
By Chondzin, Resident Buddhist Nun
Tuesdays –7:00PM – 8:30PM. Topics change.
Please see website.
Thursdays - noon time meditation at HWY 108 on
50th just west of Quaker.
12:15 - 12:45. $5
Thursdays 7:00PM – 8:30PM..
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Sunday Mornings – Prayers for World Peace,
10:30-11:45, "inspiring Solutions for
Difficult Times" - a series on this
topic. Donation.
Sunday Afternoons - 4:00-5:00pm.
Weekday Mornings – Meditation and Buddhist
Prayers, 7:30AM - 8:30AM
Location: Bodhichitta Kadampa Buddhist Center
6701 Aberdeen, Avenue, No. 4, one block SW of
Slide and the Loop (behind Cardinals), right near
Hobby Lobby.
Cost: $10 per class ($5 for students or seniors of
limited income). Monthly Saturday courses are $20.
Details at our beautiful website
meditationinlubbock.org

Interfaith Dialogue 2014 – 2015
Since February 1985, Lubbock Interfaith Dialogue
has met for brown bag lunch at noon on the 4th or
5th Tuesday of each month (except for 3rd Tuesday
in December) at St. John’s United Methodist
Church, 15th Street and University Avenue. Please
join us as we find unity in the sharing of our diverse
perspectives on many topics. For further
information, contact Mary Vines, 799-2494.
November 25 Moral Challenges of a Christian
Soldier
December 16 A Spiritual Model of Aging
January 27
Religious Exemption from Taxation
February 24 Celebration of Lubbock Interfaith
Dialogue’s 30th Anniversary
March 24
Remedies for Relating with
Dogmatism
April 28
U.S. Income Inequality: Religious
Reaction
May 26
Review of Buddha’s Brain
June 23
Who is Jesus: Abrahamic Faith
Perspectives
July 28
Jainism
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August 25

Diversity/Freedom in a Muslim
Country

Board Meeting: Meets the second Tuesday of the
month, 7:00PM.

Needs and Gifts Exchange

Church Office Hours: MWF - 1:00PM – 3:00PM
TTh – 9:30 AM – 11:30 AM

Need something or want to give away something?
Do you have something you think the church could
use? Or do you need something that the church has
but is not using? If so, contact the office. Let’s take
advantage of each other’s generosity! Information
will be posted on the bulletin board. Please bring
your donations to the church office.
Social Action Committee: Fourth Sundays after
church and the last Friday of each month at 6 PM.

Like Us on Facebook
First UU is now on Facebook. Find us at
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-UnitarianUniversalist-Church-of-Lubbock/111666728872543
and like us to get church updates and more.

Board Members
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Trustee I
Trustee II

Richard Hopson
Gay Hedges
Laura Deurmyer
Linda McGann
Patsy Malin
Jennifer Mora
Ariel Purkeypile

Ongoing Church Activities
Standing Committees/Chairs

Sunday Services Committee: meets the fourth
Sunday of the month following the service.
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Building
"Artist in Residence"
Grounds
"Academic Advisor”
Children’s RE

Chairman - Open
William Benge
Chairman - Open
Murray Coulter
April Velasquez
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Membership
Potluck
Recycling Team
Social Action
Sunday Services

UU Tunes/
Music Team

Open
Open
Linda McGann,
Wanda Clark
Gay Hedges
Rita Chamblin,
Wanda Clark,
Barbara Holder,
Pat Smith
Wanda Clark,
Justin Deurmyer,
Kristina Mitchell,
Ariel Purkeypile,
Noel Ramirez

Our Vision
We are Lubbock’s leader in liberal religion,
spiritual exploration, and rational inquiry.

Our Mission
We nurture. We learn. We act.

While your life is the true
expression of your faith, whom
can you fear?
Julia Ward Howe, Unitarian
The Chalice Light
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