Today we reach the fourth question, 


which of course has some different aspects to it 



than the previous questions.  

In our series of four questions, 


we reach today the humble child.  

In the Seder meal, 


this child doesn't know how to ask, 


so the host asks for them.  

And of course today, 


we have Jesus asking the Pharisee's the question, 



rather than them, 



the Sadducee's 



or Herodians asking him a question.  

The question is one of debate still 


in some circles today, 

as our Jewish brothers and sisters 


still need to be able to answer how this happens,



if Jesus of Nazareth was not the Messiah.  


How can David call the Messiah Lord 


and his Son 



at the same time?

This question, 


while not as immediately as engaging, 

does affect how we respond to all of the other conversations of the day 


that have already happened.  



How we interact with taxes and government, 



what life after death looks like, 



how we live out the commandments, 




are all affected by how we answer this question about the Messiah.  

This happens 


because all of the answers revolved around how one viewed God.  

Everyone of Jesus' answers 


called the questioners to hear God's intentions in a new way.  

But at the end of the day, 


when you hear any new information, 



the question remains, 


how reliable is your source?

If I say, 


“I heard someone say 



that the church is getting a million dollars 




as part of a new government program.”  

You are wise to ask me, 


“Who said that?”  

If it is a denominational leader, 

or an IRS representative, 


you might put some weight behind it.  

If it is from an ad 


on the bottom of a news article on the internet 


that also has another ad to cancel all your debt,


followed by one that will cancel your speeding tickets,



all in the sponsored story section,


 you want to be gentle with me 



as you let me know it is not actually happening.

Jesus is establishing the authority of what he has said already 


by asking this question of them.  



“Who's son is the Christ?” 

Our texts that were read during the service so far 


lead to the obvious answer that the Pharisee's give, 



“David's.”  

But Jesus' then has a natural follow up, 


because of the way that Psalm 110 is phrased.  

The Greek version has the word Lord twice, 


Kurios.  



The Lord said to my Lord.  

Which leaves who the Lord is that says this 


quite open to new ears.  

But when we move back to the Hebrew text, 


it is Yahweh saying this 



to who we would assume is David.  

But it is not the word 'Lord' twice.  


It is 



Yahweh says to Adonai, 




or my Lord.  

But since the Jews did not say the word Yahweh aloud, 


the translation into the greek is what they would have said.  



They would have said Adonai said to my Adonai, 




because Adonai was the term used in place of Yahweh.

This is where Jesus' question gets its sting.  


How could Yahweh say to David, 



“I will put your enemies under my feet” 



and also be David's son?  

If David calls the Messiah Lord, 


how can the Messiah also be David's son?  

These types of questions led to all kinds of great debates in Jewish circles. 


They still do today in Christian circles, 



as we try to let scripture interpret scripture. 

But this combination Jesus brings up, 


does what everyone at the time was trying to get a grasp on.  

What is the nature of the Messiah?

This is a question that you as a disciple of Jesus Christ need to answer.  


What is the nature of the Messiah?  


What did he come to do?  


What is his relationship to God?  


What enemies will he put under his feet?  

The answer to these questions 


shape whether or not 



you can accept the Jesus of the New Testament 




as the actual Messiah.  

Working backward through the questions, 


what enemies will he put under his feet, 



the Pharisee's had the Roman Empire in mind.  




God's Messiah would arise 





and overthrow the Romans 





and establish Israel as the supreme power in the world.

As we well know, 


Jesus did not defeat the Roman Empire, 


nor did he raise Israel's world standing.  

His actions instead, 


built up the tensions with Rome 


and helped lead to the eventual destruction of the temple.  

So can Jesus be the Messiah?  


If he is, then how does Psalm 110:1 play out?  

How did Jesus speak to David 


and then become his Son?  

The only way we have come up with for this to be possible, 


is if Jesus is God's son, 



God's very self come down in human form.

This is the nut that Jesus was threatening to crack.  


This is the only conclusion that is possible from what Jesus has set up.  

But it is a conclusion 


that is not compatible with our preconceived notions 



of how a Messiah would function.  

Even if it did, 


we find a major hiccup that we have already addressed, 



Rome went on ruling, 



pillaging, 



making life harder for the Jew for quite some time.  


Jesus did not put David's enemies under his feet.

Or did he?  

The question needs to be asked, 


who are David's enemies?  

In some of David's life, 


it was the Philistines, 



hence the story of David and Goliath.  

At other times, 


it was King Saul.  

But at the point that Yahweh says this to David, 


the kingdom is fairly stable.  



A case could be made that David's children, 




or his harem of wives might be his enemy, 




as they are what caused the eventual downfall of the Kingdom.  

But none of these are enemies that God could not address with a simple word, 


or the stopping of a heart.

The major enemy of David, 


a man after God's own heart, 

is the same enemy that you and I face on a regular basis today.  


Sin and death.  

David's life story would have been much different 


if sin and death would not have complicated it.  

Samuel would have recognized him right away, 


instead of the eighth choice.  

Saul would have handed over the Kingdom when David was ready, 


instead of hunting David for years.  

His Kingdom would have remained in place and Uriah would have lived 


if David's sin would not have overtaken him on the rooftop.

So we move back to the earlier question, 


did Jesus come to save the people from Rome, 



or from David's true enemy, 



and our enemy, 




sin and death?  

We know from Jesus' healing works, 


that the effects of sin and death are being pushed back against.  

We know from what lies ahead, 


that sin and death were dealt with 



and conquered on Easter morning.




O Death where is your sting?  

Death is now under Jesus' feet.  


It is no longer free to act out of its own desires.  


Jesus now holds the keys to death and Hades.  

The pieces that once separated us from God are no more.

If Jesus is who he is claiming to be and do, 


that he is the Messiah, 


that he is very God come down, 



if he was born of Mary and part of the line of David, 


then we need to hear his answers to the previous three questions 



with that much more authority.  

God's very self 


has called us to love him 



and love our neighbor as our highest priority, 


that there is a life after death 



that is very different than we tend to imagine, 


that our relationship to our government 



is secondary to our relationship to our God, 

all of these ideas are to be listened to.  

For it is God's very self telling us this.  


Not just a great teacher.  


Not even just the Messiah.  

But God as Man 


is telling us this is how to live.  

This is the very word of God come down among us.  

If we choose not to listen, 


may God have mercy on us.  

If we choose to hear Jesus 


on his terms of what the Messiah will do 


and how he will change the world.  



We will find ourselves rejoicing.  

For even in my lifetime, 


it has become abundantly clear 



that nations and powers



our enemies rise and fall.  

But the real hinderance on our lives 


is not our fellow man, 



but sin and death.  

But Jesus has addressed both of these.  


May we have ears to hear this good news!
