Haverford Township Tree Tenders - Tree Selection Guide
Note: This is a comprehensive list of all large-species trees that we have offered. Each year only a
selection of these trees is available. Check the Spring Tree Request Form to see what is offered this year.

American Elm (Ulmus Americana ‘Prairie Expedition)
The American Elm is a majestic, fast growing vase-shaped native tree which usually reaches 60’
tall and 40’ wide at maturity. Fall color is usually green and chartreuse, with occasional golden
or yellow leaves interspersed in the canopy. The American Elm once dominated the nation's
landscape, only to be wiped out by Dutch Elm disease between 1930 and 1970. Elm trees once
lined the streets of nearly every American town, as the sturdy, Y-shaped tree was exceptionally
tolerant as a street tree. Trees which do not succumb to Dutch Elm Disease can live 200-300
years. These Elms are grown from blight-resistant parent trees.

Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum ‘Fall Fiesta’)
The Sugar Maple is a landscape standout, and famous as the source of maple syrup. It is a
favorite street and garden tree, because it is easy to propagate and transplant, is somewhat fastgrowing, and has beautiful fall color. Medium to dark-green leaves turn yellow, burnt orange or
red in fall (fall foliage color will vary from year to year and place to place, depending on many
factors). Tolerates shade but prefers sun or part sun, likes a well-drained, moderately moist,
fertile soil. Do not plant in confined areas or where salt is a problem. Sugar maple trees can grow
to a height of over one hundred feet, but most will range from 60’-75’ tall at maturity, with a 30'50' spread. Their lifespan as a street tree is generally 75-80 years. Sugar maple trees are among
the most abundant of the species of maples found in the northeastern United States.

Red Maple (Acer rubrum ‘Autumn Spire’)
The Red Maple brings color to your landscape year-round. Green stems turn red in winter, new
leaves are red-tinged, turning to green. Fall color is deep red or orange. Flowers are also red. Fast
growing and tolerant of many soils, at maturity, it reaches 50’ tall with a 25’ spread, and may live to
be over 100 years old. The crown of a red maple tree is rounded to oval in shape.

Swamp White Oak (Quercus bicolor)
The Swamp White Oak tree is a beautiful, rugged native tree with heavy textured leaves with wavy
margins. This oak grows to about 50’-60’ tall and wide in residential areas. Growth rate is fairly fast.
It is a long-lived tree that may reach 300 to 350 years old. The name bicolor refers to the twocolored leaf, shining dark green above and velvety white pubescence below, turning golden in the
fall. This deciduous tree has a rounded open habit. Swamp Oak trees transplant easily. It casts dense
shade. The sweet acorns are eaten by whitetail deer, ducks, squirrels, woodpeckers, and smaller
rodents.
It is a frequent inhabitant of wet woods, swamps, wetlands, bottomlands, and near bodies of water,
although it is very drought tolerant and can be planted in soils that are dry in summer. Fall color is
yellow, with an occasional red-purple. The bark of mature trees is quite attractive and unique.

Red Oak (quercus rubra)
The northern red oak grows straight and tall, usually 70’-90’ tall in residential areas
with a 45’-60’ spread. Fast growing, they can also live 300 years or longer. A good
street tree, tolerates pollution and compacted soil. They live up to their name when
conditions are right, bearing dark red fall foliage (reddish-brown under less than
ideal conditions).

Heritage River Birch (Betula nigra ‘Heritage’)
As its name suggests, the river birch naturally grows along river banks. But as a landscape tree, it
can be planted almost anywhere in the U.S. The species is valued for its relatively rapid growth,
tolerance of wetness and some drought, unique curling bark, spreading limbs, golden fall color, and
relative resistance to birch borer. Prefers full or part sun and moist soil. The river birch grows to a
height of 40–70' and a spread of 40–60' at maturity.

London Plane Tree (Platanus x acerifolia ‘Bloodgood’)
The London planetree is a widely planted street tree, and for good reason. Its attributes were
discovered in London where the new hybrid first appeared around 1645. It is a cross between the
American Sycamore and the Chinese Planetree. Its ability to withstand air pollution, drought and
other adversities assures its popularity as an urban tree. Strong limbs and great shade also help
make the London Planetree a good choice where site conditions allow for its large size.
Beyond its reputation as a survivor, this tree is simply worth admiring. The unique bark and
interesting branching give it amazing visual appeal—whether summer or winter. It grows to be 7085 feet tall and 50-70 feet wide, and prefers medium to wet soil and full sun.

Honeylocust (Gleditsia t.i. ‘Skyline’)
The thornless honeylocust grows 35-45 feet tall and 30-40 feet wide. This tree is very water thrifty
and heat tolerant. Another good reason to plant Honeylocust is because they drop their leaves
earlier in the fall which keeps them from being damaged by early hard freezes and heavy snow.
Upright, spreading, uniform branches form a broadly pyramidal shade tree. Finely textured, dark
green, fern-like foliage turns golden-yellow in fall and fall leaf cleanup is minimal. An excellent
choice for lawn areas because its deep roots stay well below the surface.

Silver Linden (Tilia tomentosa ‘Sterling’)
This Silver Linden or European white linden, is native to Europe and Asia. It has an impressive,
sculptured broadly pyramidal crown, and will grow to 40-50 feet tall and 25-35 feet wide. It is noted
for its attractive foliage, which is glossy green above and silvery-white below. The foliage flutters in
the slightest breeze, showcasing the silver and green leaf colors. Handsome grayish bark and a very
uniform winter silhouette make this a terrific tree for larger open areas.
Fragrant pale yellow flowers in drooping cymes appear in late spring to early summer (June-July).
When a tree is in full bloom, bees often visit in such abundant numbers that humming can be heard
many feet from the tree. Flowers are followed by small nutlets attached to narrow, bract-like, strapshaped leafy wings (to 2.5” long).

