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Dear Congregation,
The word ‘seek’ means “to go toward a person, place or thing”. Maybe the best known
seekers in the Bible were the Wise Men who came to Herod with only one question, “Where is He
that is born King of the Jews?” (Matthew 2:2). These men must have had a great deal of patience. They likely had devoted years of their life leaving family and friends to find the newborn
King. They followed a star not a meteor. Meteors flash across the night sky but stars barely
move. Searching for the King can be a slow process.
The Old Testament Book of Numbers records the journey of Israel through the wilderness.
The Jews had lived the life of nomads for almost 40 years surviving off the land. They were on the
border of Canaan ready to move into their new home when members of 2 of the 12 tribes approached Moses with the unthinkable. After all of their struggles, the Promised Land within view,
they announced they didn’t want to finish the journey. They wanted to stay in the wilderness on
the other side of the Jordan River. These tribes never did inhabit Canaan. They gave up just short
of the prize. Maybe the difference between the Magi and these 2 tribes was the Magi sought the
King while the Jews sought property.
We know almost nothing about the Wise Men other than they were seekers. We all are.
Life is one long search. If we are searching for religion, a Church, peace or joy we are likely to quit
short of the goal. If we are seeking the King we can be successful.
The disciples were also seekers. In Matthew 28 after 3 years of searching an angel appeared to the women with the message Jesus had again changed locations. He wasn’t in the tomb
any longer and could be found in Galilee but there was something new. The angel said He would
‘go before them into Galilee” (Matthew 28:7). The Holy Spirit now goes before us leading us to
Jesus. Our journey into the new year will be successful if we are seeking the King. God will insure the prize to be given us. The secret is to persevere and depend on the Holy Spirit to guide.
Continue to seek.
Pastor George

“SACRED SPACE”
by Dr. Bill Harvey
“They Are Weak But He Is Strong”
As children, we sang “Jesus Loves Me” with the words, “They are weak but He is strong.” We
children are weak, but Jesus is strong! Instead of complaining about our weaknesses, or being
defensive about them, we can acknowledge them as helping us trust God. St. Paul recounts his
many sufferings in 2 Corinthians 11:16-12:10. He tells us “the things that show my weaknesses.” Paul prayed to be delivered from a “thorn in the flesh,” but God said to him, “My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” So Paul said, “Therefore I will
boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses...in hardships...in difficulties. “For when I am
weak, then I am strong.” Writing centuries later, New Englander Samuel Johnson (1696-1772)
said, “A little reflection and consideration will soon teach us that we are feeble, limited, and dependent beings, that in multitude of cases, we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves,
but all our sufficiency is of God.” A seminary professor in our own day, Dr. Demetrius Dumm,
says, “We usually have no difficulty in discovering our weakness and need… This will not be a
major problem if we can turn to God in love and trust. Our weakness plus God’s strength is a
very happy situation.” (PRAYING THE SCRIPTURES, PAGE 135). Think about this. Acknowledging
our weaknesses and problems, may we turn to God in love and trust, and say with St. Paul, “For
when I am weak, then I am strong.”

Jerold Smith, Betty Peterson, Leanne Jacobson,
Janice L. & Donna Forney
Prayer concerns may be submitted by calling the church office at 330-337-9531 or email
office@firstumcsalem.org
If you have an urgent prayer request and want to activate the prayer chain, please let
Jenny in the church office know or contact Betty Milhoan.
We can always use more volunteers to make phone calls. If you would like to be part of
this ministry, please let Betty Milhoan know.

And above all things have fervent love for one another,
for “love will cover a multitude of sins.”
1 Peter 4:8

Thomas & Chris Wright
Wayne & Patricia Clark
Richard & Dixie Sober
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2019 Fellowship Meals
We are still in need of groups, committees or individuals to
sponsor the fellowship meals in 2019. There is a sign up sheet on
the bulletin board across from the church office.
Please see Fred Bennett for details on how you can help!!

ALTAR FLOWERS
Just a reminder that altar flowers are available to order for
the cost of $40.00 for the pair or $20.00 for one vase. This is
a great way to remember and/or honor a loved one. It’s also
a great way to celebrate a birthday or anniversary.
Please see Jenny in the church office to order yours today.
There are many open dates.

From the Office:
Dear Committee Leaders:
As your groups, committees, choirs, scouts, etc. begin to plan your
activities for late winter and early spring (including Easter), please
let Jenny know in the office. This way, it can be placed on the
church calendar, Mirror and bulletins.
THANK YOU!
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December

Dec.

Year to Date

Income

$43,722.92

$298,955.64

Expense

$22,442.42

$275,366.75

$ 21,280.50

$ 23,588.89

2018

ROC

$

65.00

$ 2,384.57

Pantry

$

60.00

$

Trustees $ 3,161.74

492.67

$17,788.39

Your Trustees were hard at work during 2018
The following projects were completed or approved and begun:


A new copier and printer were purchased for the Office



An Electric Tea Kettle was purchased for the Cafe



An Alarm system was installed in the Office



Panic buttons were installed in the Chapel and Meeting Room



The North Portico was rebuilt and a Ribbon Cutting was held



The North Parking lot was sealed, lines painted and limited mobility signs installed



For the Parsonage: mulch, a new garage door opener and washing machine were purchased



The 3M room was treated for mold. The mold was abated, the room thoroughly cleaned and disinfected
and a clean air exchange was installed



A fan was purchased for the Boy Scout room



Security hardware has been approved and will be installed soon in the Chapel and Youth Room



Walky-Talky sets were purchased and we plan to have the range expanded to reach the Lutheran Church,
in turn the Lutheran Church will set up their Walky-Talkies to be in contact with our church.



The lighting in the Sanctuary was improved - Soft Light LED Bulbs were installed, resulting in better lighting,
longer life of the bulbs and less electric used.



The Organ Project and West Wall projects were both approved and will be completed by Easter.
Thank You to Everyone who contributed to the Trustees and Organ Funds this year. You can continue or
begin to contribute by designating your Pink Envelopes to either project.

Giving statements can be printed upon request. If you would like a statement of your
2018 giving, please let Yvonne or Jenny know and they will make sure that a statement is
prepared for you. Once it is ready, they will make sure that you receive it.

Dear fellow Methodist,
I would like to thank everyone who stayed for dinner, brought cards,
stamps, spoke nicely (I know I have opinions) or in any way made my day
brighter and better. I really know what its like to feel like queen for a day.
Our Methodist congregation is the absolute best at showing love and
friendship over and over again. Thank you, Thank you!
Love you all,

Thank you to all that took time
out of your busy schedules to help
us clean and dust the Sanctuary.
Your help is greatly appreciated!
Sincerely,
Nancy Ciotti

Doris Boughton

I would like to thank everyone for the prayers,
cards, visits, calls, kindness and generosity during
my recovery. We really have a wonderful congregation here at FUMC. My family and I are so blessed
to be part of it.
Joe Popa

To our wonderful congregation:
The Gift of Time is Priceless
Valuable is the work you do
Outstanding is how you always come through
Loyal, sincere, and full of good cheer
Untiring in your efforts throughout the year
Notable are the contributions you make

THANK YOU Office Volunteers !
We would like to thank our wonderful volunteers that
have worked tirelessly this past year. Our volunteers
help with the money count, go through the Pew Pads
and help to fold the Mirror and prepare for mailings.
We are very appreciative of your efforts!

Trustworthy in every project you take
Eager to reach your every goal
Ready with a smile like a shining star
Special and wonderful—that’s what you are!!
-Anonymous

From the Staff

KIDS’ CLUB
Each Thursday Evening
5:30 p.m.
Widows will meet Monday, February 25th in the
church Café at 12 pm. Lunch and fellowship will
be shared.
Our hearts go out to those who have become
widows. You are WELCOME to join us and hopefully we can help ease the pain.

Please use South Entrance
Please see Krista for more information on
how you can volunteer for this
tremendous children’s ministry.
Elementary Aged School Kids are
welcome!

Please see Pat Mosley for details.

Attention Copeland Residents:
Please join Pastor George for a time of food and fellowship in
the Terrace Dining Room. All residents of Copeland affiliated
with Salem First U.M.C. are invited to attend.

Lenten Bible Study
begins Thursday, February 28th
from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm
in the Café!

BIBLE
STUDY
Monday, February 11th

Join US……

We will once again be hosting the Banquet
of Salem. Volunteers are needed to help.
There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin
board across from the church office.

Men’s Bible Study - Wednesday 6 am
Women’s Bible Study - Wednesday 9 am

We will be doing Blood Pressure checks after 1st Service, 9:30 am
to 9:45 am , and prior to second service, 10:15 am to 10:30 am in
the Pastor’s Study.
This will be on the first Sunday of each month only.
The next two are February 3rd and March 3rd.

Swiss Steak Dinner & Silent Auction
As work on our historic organ goes on, so does the need for funds. The 3-M Class, plus friends, is
planning an event to help.
On Saturday, March 2nd, from 4pm to 6pm, a Swiss Steak dinner will be catered by David Peterson.
During the diner, a Silent Auction will offer special items for bidding. After a bid is made, another
bidder can raise that bid, until time is up at 6pm. The winning bids will be announced at 6:15pm.
There will also be a table with $5.00 items to be sold outright, no bid. Donations worth at least
$5.00 would be greatly appreciated.
The public is invited to both these events; the dinner and/or the auction. Dinners will be $10.00 for
adults, $5.00 for 12 and under, 3 and under are free.
The auction items may be viewed, and bid made, starting at $10.00 until bidding is over at 6:00pm.
Some examples of auction items:
Gift baskets, clock from this early church, gift certificates from local eateries, tickets to an Ohio
State football game, large wooden American flag, tickets to the Canfield Fair, early chair from this
church, antique quilt, child's bicycle.

Ministries
February 2019
GREETERS
02/03
02/10
02/17
02/24

Mary Utterback & Norma Byers
Jack & Elaine Kothera
Tim & Caroline Boswer
Phil & Abby Bennett

ALTER CHAIR
Helen Guiler & Becky Bartholow
ALTER FLOWERS
02/03
02/10
02/17
02/24

Open
Open
Open
Open

ATTENDENCE FOR JANUARY
8:30—52
8:30—48
8:30—12
8:30—51

Sunday, January 6, 2019
SS—77
10:45— 94
Sunday, January 13, 2019
SS—75
10:45— 99
Sunday, January 20, 2019
SS—16
10:45— 52
Sunday, January 27, 2019
SS—80
10:45— 98

Open
Men’s Group
3M Class
Open

Barb Irwin
Janet Borders & Missy Iler
Lora Herbert
Lynn & Joe Popa
NURSERY

02/03 Lisa Toy & Kathy Bennett
02/10 Cecelia Hrovatic, Linda Oesch & Kiersten
Schell
02/17 Pat Clark
02/24 Lisa Toy & Jeanne Rumburg

11:00—11
11:00—28

USHERS
02/03
02/10
02/17
02/24

Team #4—Guiler
Team #1—Schmidt
Team #2—Hiner
Team #3—Shively
ACOLYTES

SECOND HOUR HELPERS
02/03
02/10
02/17
02/24

11:00—26

READERS
8:30 - Moria Lutsch
10:45 - Terri Sims

COFFEE HOUR HOST
02/03
02/10
02/17
02/24

11:00—35

02/03
02/10
02/17
02/24

Mason Brown
Ellie Kidd
Mason Brown
Ellie Kidd

VAN DRIVERS
Mike Waterbeck & Mark Schmidt

Salem 1st United Methodist Church
244 S. Broadway Ave., PO Box 463
Salem, Ohio 44460
office@firstumcsalem.org
Phone: (330) 337-9531
Toll Free: (844) 638-0604

Rev. P. Douglas George, Senior Pastor
pdgeorge56@hotmail.com
Brain Schell, Youth Director
John Fitch, “Hearts on Fire”, Worship Pastor
Dave Sigman, Pastor of Visitation
Yvonne Bennett, Church Treasurer
Jenny Toporcer, Office Manager
Linda Peterson, Organist
Chris Brown, Director of Music
Rick Menough, Maintenance

Dear Salem FUMC’ers
Please consider receiving the Mirror electronically. It will save the Church the
expense of the paper, printing and postage. You can view the current and past
Mirrors on our website at www.firstumcsalem.org.
You may notify the office if you choose to do this, and give us your email
address by emailing us at office@firstumcsalem.org. Thank you!

Do you want to hear the services in the privacy of your
home? We are offering the recordings of the 10:45 services
on CD. If you would like a copy of the service, please contact
the church office.

