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From Your Directors
We want to thank our staff for the
great 3 years we had being Chapter
Directors. Without all of you we couldn’t of been able to do this. We can’t
forget to thank the GWRRA Chapters
Chapter A was the first chapter that
for everything that they have done to
opened in the state of Colorado back
in 1981. Over the years Chapter A grew support us through the years.
with members, fun rides, fundraisers
With this being our last newsletter, we
and rallies.
will not say good- bye. But, will say we
As the years have passed, people have will see you around the next bend.

CLOSING
OF CHAPTER A

moved or chose other hobbies and
Ride Safe
selling their Gold Wings. Let’s face it
we can’t ride our bikes for life. But will
We will be adding the October MDR as
always cherish the good company,
last month it was over looked. It was
laughter, and fun that we had.
hosted by Jim & Barb Griffin.
For us being a member since 2012 it
has been so rewarding and an experi- Our MDR for November was hosted by
our 2 ghost riders Vicki & Rodger. With
ence that we will hold dear to our
the weather changing on the 20th they
hearts. With Chapter A closing it will
not stop us from surprising you at one decided to leave early for CA for
of your monthly meetings or fundrais- Thanksgiving. It was a good thing as
our storm wasn’t a good one. Before
ers. We would like to say, “Once a
they left Rodger made reservation for
Goldwinger, always a Goldwinger”.
us at Red Lobster. What a great time
we had with Carl, Becky, Dorie and us.

The food was good and we had excellent service. It is
always nice to get together with great people no
matter what we do. By the way the Kruger’s did make
it to CA safe.
th

Dec 4 we had our staff Christmas party at Maggiano’s. Maggiano’s was ready for the holidays.

meeting starting at 8:30. After the meeting Inez
Scholbrock is giving half of the Horizon Program class
right after the meeting.
We want to wish each and everyone of you and your
families the Merriest Christmas ever. Hope that the
New Year will bring all of you great rides near and far.
Be Safe!!

Ron and Deann
CO-A CD

Editor’s Note: In the November 2019 newsletter, the
following article about the Mystery Dinner Ride hosted by Jim and Barb Griffin was inadvertently omitted.
Since it was such a great time or all who attended, it
was decided to print the article here.
What a great meal once again with Dorie, Carl &
Becky, Vicki & Rodger. The service was great, and the

A Zest for Life
By Jim and Barb Griffin

food was even better. No room for dessert. We
played our last marble game. It took some time for a
winner. Carl was the lucky one. We will retire the
game. It sure was a lot of fun.

“Zest” by the dictionary talks to a hearty enjoyment,
gusto, an agreeable flavor imparted to something,
anything added to impart flavor, enhance one's appreciation, liveliness or energy or a keen relish. We
Gold Wingers are said to have a “zest” for life and riding. For October, Barb and I had the opportunity to
revisit a place that we were introduced to by Vickie
and Roger Kruger several years ago on another MDR.
Since that introduction to the Zest Restaurant,
Wadsworth & Yale, it has become a favorite of ours.
This cozy eatery has some of the best food in Littleton. The menu was crafted by the ex-corporate chef
of Marriot hotels. Vincent and Kelli are wonderful,
hands-on owners.

Upcoming events: the annual District Officers will be
Saturday January 18, 2020. It will be held at the South
Joining Barb and I this month were Becky and Carl
Jeffco Service Center 11139 Bradford Road in Littleton
Manning, Vicki and Rodger Kruger, Dorie (Hey, Mike,
for those that wish to join. Check in Time is 8:00, the

stay home sometimes-we missed you!), and Ron and
Deann Fagler. The dinners were prepared from
scratch, so there was plenty of time to catch up with

It's a fun tradition! Come join us next time!

Chapter A’s Last Hooray/Holiday Gathering
By Dorie Werner

According to GOOGLE dictionary, the Last Hooray/
Holiday Gathering was a success.
“A final goodbye on a day of festivities during an assembly held for a specific purpose”
A relaxed and fun filled evening was had by all who
attended the gathering at the Werner’s on Saturday
December 7th (Werner’s, Fagler’s, Kruger’s, Manning’s, Gerlick’s, Griffin’s, Gustafson’s).
each other in the interim. It's amazing how quiet everyone gets when the food hits the table. From the
contented smiles, every one enjoyed their selections!

Chapter A's Mystery Dinner Ride (MDR) is a long
standing activity, which has introduced its members
to new and unique eateries around the southwest
metroplex. The two fold purpose is to socialize and
eat! In case you haven't heard of it before, the MDR
goes like this...various members sign up to host a dinner ride (weather permitting) once a month. It's
We started with time to socialize and get caught up
chance to introduce our friends to places we like to
with each other while enjoying appetizers (cheese
eat! Can you imagine that in a Gold Wing chapter?
ball, shrimp cocktail, jalapeño poppers and mozzarelThe participants sign up at our monthly chapter gathering. The volunteer host or hostess does the foot
work of coordinating the number of folks who are
participating on that specific evening and the reminder calls to those who have signed up. (Yes, you can
get on the list anytime before the MDR.) We gather at
the King Soopers at Chatfield and Wadsworth at 6 PM
on the selected evening. Once everyone has arrived
or is accounted for, our destination is announced.
Maps are provided as necessary.

la sticks). This was followed by a delicious Prime Rib
dinner with sides of potatoes, green beans, rolls and
salad. Dessert to follow was pie, cookies and DQ ice
cream. Everyone’s contributions were enjoyed by all.

card. So, if anyone needs a tablecloth, you might
want to keep John’s number handy!

After dinner, we played the ‘Dice Game Gift Exchange’. Each took turns rolling the dice and following the directions on the poster. We got our after

The best part of the evening was when we, the members, presented a special gift to our wonderful Chapter Directors, Ron and Deann. Believe it or not,

dinner exercise on with moving to the left, exchanging gifts with the person across the room, exchanging
with our spouse (who we could not sit next to) and a
few other maneuvers, to where everyone had a gift
that they could take home. Then there was a surprise gift that we all had a ticket for. John G won the
prize…a box full of left over tablecloths from the
many CO-A festivities from years ago and a DQ gift

Believe it or not, Deann was speechless and maybe a
little wet in the eyes. We thanked them with gift
cards for a stay at a hotel (choices of 200,000 different hotels) and a gas card to help them get there.

FRIENDS:

At the risk of echoing Dorie, we have made some of
our best friends of our lives through GWRRA. I remember the first Mystery Dinner Ride we attended.
Even though this was the official last gathering under It was a ride to White Fence Farm, and we had
the name of Chapter CO-A, the friendships that have stopped at the ATM to get out some cash, when the
been created over the last many years will remain.
battery died on our GL1200. Having read an article in
We still plan on the “friends” part of the GWRRA
Wing World about the ability to push a Gold Wing to
motto, and will try to get together frequently to sostart it, and the parking lot being sloped, I put the
cialize.
bike in second gear, and started running down the hill
straddling the seat. When I popped the clutch, the
bike started. We rode to the park-n-ride to tell the
Editor’s Thank You:
chapter members that we would not be able to
It is with mixed emotions that I type these last words, attend because we needed to get a new battery.
Since the Gold Wing started with a push, the men
after being the editor of your newsletter for three
years. Under normal circumstances there would be a offered to push us to start it after dinner if we would
sense of relief of being able to step back and become only go along, then one couple offered to follow us
home to be sure that we didn’t get stranded at night.
a JAM (Just a Member) again, there is also sadness
because this is the end of an era. When Becky and I As a group, over the years, we have helped each othfirst joined GWRRA in 1997, we started attending an- er through illnesses, family deaths, and family crises.
I could not have asked for a better group of people
other chapter’s meetings, until we met some of the
with whom to be associated.
members of Chapter A. Over the years I’ve discovered that as each person has their own personality,
FUN:
so does each chapter. We felt that the personality of
This is the long section. Over the years there has
Chapter A was a better fit for us so we devoted our
been so much fun. When we talk about the fun we
time and energies to this chapter. With this being the
have had, most of it centers around the rides we have
last newsletter, I would like to thank all those that
been on. When we attended our first “Color Ride” in
contributed articles. Your writing, and enthusiasm
1997 we were hooked. The leaders took us out I-70
that showed through, made my job of editor very
easy. The submission of photographs and the infor- to US-24 and up over Tennessee Pass. As we were
mation provided as to where to place them so that
they fit with the flow of the story was outstanding.
At the beginning of this last year, it had been my intention to write a series of articles intitled “Musings
of a Newly Minted Life Member”, but since Deann
started writing her Memories articles, I held off rather
than compete with her. As I thought what to write, I
discovered that many of the things I remembered
over the last twenty-three years could be grouped in
to sections that fit with the GWRRA motto.

cresting the pass, there were several cars parked
along the side of the road. When we pulled into the
parking area at Camp Hale, one of those cars came
racing in right behind us and slid to a stop in a cloud
of dust. I was just dismounting the Gold Wing and
thought, “this can’t be good”. All he wanted to know
was how had we modified the motorcycles to make
them so quiet. They had bee out of the car, and
stepped out of the woods to see the last bike go by.
They had not heard us and were extremely impressed
with our bikes.

the pleasure of meeting some of the students and
passing out some of the cookies. Sr. Jackie would
then take us on a tour of the mission, behind the
scenes where the general public was not allowed to
go. On Becky’s and my second trip down, the group
learned that the school was in a fundraising effort so
that they could expand the school. The waiting list
for students to get in was unexceptionally long, and
they wanted to help more students. We never held a
fundraiser, but word got around and two members
from Chapter E worked for a company that would
A few months later, we learned of another fun tradi- match funds donated to charity. The couple opened
up a separate checking account and checks started
tion in Chapter A. It was a “Polar Bear Ride”. Every
pouring in. When we went back the next year, we
New Years Day the chapter would go for a ride,
had to take a pick-up truck loaded with books, comweather permitting, to Giuseppe’s in Colorado
puters, programs, etc. for the school along with a
Springs. Some years we had as many as twenty Gold
check for $15,000. That check was matched by the
Wings from multiple chapters attend the ride.
employer totaling $30,000 donation. I was most impressed with the generosity of the membership, without them really being asked.
Another fun memory is of the “Mystery Weekends”

That spring we learned about something called a
“Cookie Ride”. Every year a group from the Denver
Metro Area chapters would ride to Tucson, AZ and
attend a few Colorado Rockies spring training games.
Just south of Tucson is the Mission of San Javier Del
Bac, which runs a school on the Apache Indian Reservation. The ride leaders had become friends with Sr.
Jackie, the principal of the school. She had agreed to
take homemade cookies that she would use, along
with extra computer time, to reward the good behavior in the students. When we would arrive, we had

that we were fortunate to plan and lead. Places like
Taos, NM with a stop at Angel Fire to see the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial. Wandering through the mountains with a stay in Grand Junction, listening to people
trying to guess our destination. A year ago, our ride
to Fort Laramie in Wyoming, and then this year to
Capulin Volcano.

It is with fondness that I look back at our challenges. There are numerous others, but I’ve gone on long
First the “Four Corners” challenge, where throughout enough.
SAFETY:
When people find out that we ride a motorcycle, they
always want to call our attention to the numerous
motorcycle accidents that occur, many of them fatal.
We used to try and explain the Associations safety
program, but that isn’t what they wanted to hear, so
now we just nod. I think that the best testimony to
GWRRA’s safety program, is that in the 23 years that
Becky and I have been affiliated with the organization, we can only remember three accidents that rethe year we were to ride to all four corners of Colora- sulted in fatalities in the Denver Metro chapters. I
do along prescribed roads. Then in 2018 when we did believe that is attributable to the Rider Education program, and the emphasis on ATTGATT (All the Gear, All
the “National Parks” challenge with a group ride to
the Time).
KNOWLEDGE:
While there are numerous opportunities for members
to increase their knowledge through GWRRA University, I believe that Ron’s quizzes during the last year
with the free discussion and exchange of ideas was
one of the most beneficial.

Great Sand Dunes National Park, and Bent’s Old Fort
National Historic Site.

In closing, it has been a pleasure to serve as your
Newsletter Editor these last three years, and I thank
you again not only for your articles, but also for your
friendship, and the fun that we have had together. It
has been an Excellent Adventure.
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