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Kingdom Growth Through Internships

by Nicholas Piotrowski
Some of you might remember that in my July 2016 Vision article I talked about growth.
Typically we think of growth as numeric increase here at Northside. But I challenged us to
think about growth as contributing to the development and health of churches elsewhere
in the Kingdom as well. I wrote:
“Sometimes growth (or even the most desired growth) is not experienced in one
place, but spread out over several places….Kingdom growth doesn’t always
mean growth in one’s own church. But it means growth in other places where
one’s church decidedly is not!”
As an example I used Acts 13:2 where the Spirit sent Paul and Barnabas away to do
ministry elsewhere. The goal was Kingdom expansion into other areas, not just numeric
growth right there in their own location.
By God’s grace we at Northside have the opportunity to invest in others and, well, send
them away to do ministry elsewhere. At the next Members Meeting we will vote to take
Brice and Sallie Giesbrecht into membership. Immediately Brice will begin an internship
with the pastoral staff. The goal is to bring Brice behind the scenes, learn from what we
do (whether we do it well, or in what ways we can improve!), and give him opportunities
to serve in ways that he’ll receive critical feedback from us. He’ll also be reading tons
of books! In many capacities Brice has already begun preliminarily.
We are doing this in cooperation with Indianapolis Theological Seminary where Brice
is a student. Each student needs to participate in several church internships specifically
focused on different aspect so ministry—pastoral leadership, teaching/preaching,
evangelism, discipleship, etc. The goal is to give them practical real-world experience—
the good, the bad, and the ugly—that goes along with ministry, to supplement their book
and classroom studies of Bible, Theology, History and Languages. The final goal is that
Brice will grow through all these experiences and increasingly take on more ministerial
responsibilities: first at Northside, and then wherever the Lord calls him. “In other words,”
as I wrote in the aforementioned article, “healthy local churches are the Lord’s primary
instrument for outreach and evangelism, and therefore Kingdom growth.” Thus, by
investing in Brice our prayer is that we can influence another church, another area, with
the gospel and thereby see this kind of Kingdom growth.
continued on page 3
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DO NOT SIGN UP FOR THE PRAYER MARATHON
Do not plan to take an hour of your time to come
to the church to pray during the next Prayer Marathon…

Sign up begins
March 12

• UNLESS you are sure that God intends to meet
you there
• UNLESS your Lord has let you know He wants to
spend some special time with you
• UNLESS your heart yearns to go deeper with
your King
• UNLESS your soul longs for a “date” with the
One who knows you and loves you more than
anyone on earth

Marathon Runs
2 Weekends
Beginning
March 31

But...
• IF you think that God does want to meet
you somewhere out of your regular meeting
place…
• IF you suspect He might want to draw you closer to Himself and to your church family…
• IF you have courage to come to the church
on a Friday or Saturday and spend an hour in
a room with only God’s Word and some prayer
points to help initiate conversation between
you and your Savior…
Then, beginning Sunday, March 12, sign up to take
part in the next Prayer Marathon.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin
which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance
the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that
was set before him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of
God. ~Hebrews 12:1-2

Friday, March 31: 5:00 PM – 9:00 PM
Saturday, April 1 – 8:00 AM – 8:00 PM
Friday, April 7 – 5:00 PM – 9:00 PM
Saturday, April 8 – 8:00 AM – 8:00 PM
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Brice and Sallie are excited to be a part of the family
at Northside. Brice is originally from Vancouver BC while
Sallie is from Ordway CO. They moved to Indianapolis in
1996 and then to Martinsville in 2011. There they served
at Calvary Heights Baptist Church where Brice taught
and preached and was licensed to the ministry in 2016.
Sallie managed the MOPS program and worked in the
essentials pantry doing administrative tasks as well as
counseling. Their five kids range in age from 11 to 21.
Justin, their only son, is at Boyce College pursuing a
degree in Global Studies.
I didn’t expect Northside to have an intern so soon
through the seminary, but I’m thrilled that we do! Brice
will not only learn from us, but also contribute ideas
from his own experiences and learning. I hope you’ll all
get to know him and his family. And above all, please
encourage him and pray for him during these crucially
formative years. Join all of as “we see the need for
Kingdom growth beyond the walls of our own church.”

March 2017

Brice and Sallie Giesbrecht pictured here with two of
their five children on a trip to Ecuador.
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Covenant Foods 101

by Donna Kreke, Ministry Volunteer
For those of you who are unfamiliar with what Covenant Foods is all about here is a brief introductory
course.
Read carefully, as a test will follow.
1. We opened in September 2008. In the beginning,
we saw about 3-4 families per week. If we saw 15 families in a month that was a good month.
2. In the five weeks in January 2017, we saw 142 families. That is a huge increase to an average of 28 families
per week.
3. The name Covenant Foods was chosen to covenant with (or promise to) our community that we would
faithfully be there every Tuesday night for as long as the
Lord blesses the ministry. It is only on the rare occasion
that a major holiday falls on a Tuesday that we have
not been open.
4. We are supported by a percent of the budget giving, your donations, and donations from Kroger, Fresh
Thyme, Entenmanns, Papa Johns, Bob Evans, and Chipotle. We do not take donations from government
agencies, so we are free to share the gospel and pray
with every family.
5. A guest can come once a month and has to show
ID with a current address each visit. We serve people
in the zip codes surrounding Northside. If they are not
in our zip code areas, they get counseling and food
that night. Then, they are referred to pantries closer to
their homes. After guests speak with a counselor, they
select items from the dairy, produce, and bread tables.
Then they receive a bag of canned foods,
meat, and other staples that they selected
from a menu when they checked in.
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6. If someone comes to the church with a need for
food at a time other than a Tuesday evening from 4:00
- 6:30, we have emergency meals to give at the discretion of the pastors.
7. We have about 50 volunteers. Some serve every
Tuesday night and some once a month. Some are able
to be there the entire evening. Others are there when
we open but have to leave early, while some come
after working and stay till closing. Some cannot come
on Tuesday evenings but pick up food at other times
during the week. We can find a place for you to serve
no matter how much time you have to give and no
matter what your skills are.
8. The Covenant Foods leadership team includes Vivian Noggle, Scott Long, Peggy Abram, Julie Patterson,
Gabe Christie, Don and Denise Sherman, Pastor Eric,
and myself. We love to talk with people about anything
concerning the ministry.
9. Our mission statement is, “It is our mission to communicate the gospel of Jesus Christ and demonstrate
our faith by providing food to those in need”. In addition to the food we share each week, we have special projects throughout the year like Christmas parties
in December, cook outs in the summer, backpacks in
the fall, valentine cards in February, and special prayer
cards around Easter. But our goal is to always keep the
main thing the MAIN thing, that is having the gospel go
forth to our neighbors.
Thank you for taking this Covenant Foods 101 course.
If you think you might be interested in taking a more
advanced course, come and shadow one of our volunteers on a Tuesday evening. Now, close your Vision
and take out a piece of paper and a pen. Just kidding.
Hope you learned something!
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The Northside Kids’ ministry is planning a church-wide day of service benefitting several organizations in our city
that address social issues. This will be a great opportunity to serve alongside your church family to learn more
about them as you share in community with others. We will complete this day with team building activities, training on how to engage with people we will serve, and a reflection session following our service projects. All are
welcome to attend this day of service and childcare will be provided for those families with little ones. Breakfast
and lunch will be provided! Sign up in the Welcome Center.
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Ladies, save these dates for our monthly Creative Crafting event.
In March we are inviting Kelly Smith back for an evening of painting with acrylic on canvas. Everything you need to complete the
project is included with the $35 cost. Look for the sign-up on Facebook or in the bulletin. See more about Kelly on her blog: girlintheblueglasses.com.

March 16:
Colors n Cups
(Door w/Verse)

May 18:
Metal Stamping &
Alcohol Inks

August 17:
Blessing Rings

October 19:
T-Shirt Yarn
Projects
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April 20:
Pine Cone Flowers

June 15:
Painting Chairs

September 21:
Glass Projects

November 16:
Framed Christmas
Trees
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:30 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Our Staff
Pastoral Staff

Support Staff

Eric Martin
emartin@NorthsideIndy.org
Senior Pastor

Derrin Slack
dslack@northsideindy.org
Children’s Ministry Director

John Reeder
jreeder@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship

Micah Langmaack
micah@NorthsideIndy.org
Facilities Manager

Asa Hart
ahart@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Students

Jan Jeter
office@NorthsideIndy.org
Office Assistant

Nicholas Piotrowski
nicholas@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Theological Development

Barbara Cross
bcross@NorthsideIndy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carter Class - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Men’s Class - D112
Woessner Class - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Grades 7-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms

Sunday 9:30 AM

Teacher: Nicholas Piotrowski
meeting in the Assembly Room.

Steinmeier: Sunday evenings
Fishers: Thursday evenings
Newly Married: Sunday
Fall Creek/Binford: Thursday eve.
Women (Fishers): Sunday lunch
Ravenswood: Friday evenings
Contact the office at 317-255-6692 if
you would like to join a group.

