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Dear Family in Faith,
As the Eastertide moves through its 50 days, we find ourselves nearing the
celebration of Pentecost on May 20. On that day we remember how the gift of the
Holy Spirit came like a rushing wind to give birth to the church. On that day, we
remember how tongues of fire rested upon those that had gathered to await what
the Lord would do. On that day, we remember how followers of Christ were gifted
with the ability to speak and to understand other languages, abilities clearly
meant to allow the Gospel to be carried to all the world.
It is a wild and bewildering scene. Questions arise. “What does this mean?” Snide
explanations from outsiders follow. “Surely, they must be filled with new wine?”
Before such queries and accusations, it is Peter, of all people, who stands up to
make a case. The very same man who said he would go where Jesus went before his
master was arrested and then fell woefully short. The very same man
who found in his fear that all he could do was follow Jesus at a
distance. The very same man who, when pressed, denied he was
Jesus’ friend three different times in the night. That very same
man, a little more than 50 days later, is now standing up before
friends and strangers and detractors alike to preach the Gospel.
If there was ever a need to demonstrate how Jesus’ cross and
resurrection can change a person, if there was ever a reason
to put forth an example of how the Holy Spirit can change a
life, Peter at Pentecost may be exhibit A.
Yours in Christ,

Christopher
A Word From the Director of Discipleship
NEW BEGINNINGS
The New Beginnings group took a field trip to the Armed Forces Museum at Camp Shelby in April. We toured
the museum and then ate lunch together in the Oﬃcer’s Club. It was a fantastic outing!
Be sure to join us in May on the 21st in Montague Hall for our next meeting!
BITS AND PIECES
Wednesday, May 2, will be the Youth Dessert Auction. Everyone is encouraged to
make their favorite dessert and bring it to church so that it can be auctioned oﬀ to the
highest bidder. This is always a fun night for our congregation, and the funds raised
help our youth attend their summer conferences! The Men of the Church will be
grilling hamburgers and hotdogs for supper beginning at 5:30 p.m. See you there!
The youth will be meeting the evenings of Sunday the 6th and Sunday the 20th in
May.
The Growing Spiritually committee will meet following worship at 11:30 a.m. Sunday,
May 20.
Make sure to mark you calendars for June 10-12! This will be the time for our Family
Vacation Bible School. Details will be coming to you all soon!
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Westminster Presbyterian Women encourage you to consider placing fresh flowers in the
sanctuary in honor or memory of someone or for other special occasions. If you are
interested, please contact Martha Davis at the church office to reserve a date. The
deadline for reserving a given Sunday will be at noon of the previous Wednesday.
Members of the Flower Committee will work with you to unlock the church for the
delivery or placement of flowers.
Do you remember the wonderful brunch we enjoyed on the Saturday of Holy Week? Well,
Presbyterian Women are planning another brunch, and everyone is invited to come.
On Sunday, May 13—yes, that’s Mother’s Day—get up a little earlier and come for brunch
in Montague Hall at 8:30 a.m. Following the meal, there will be a very brief program
about the Presbyterian Women’s Birthday Offering, and then Sunday School classes will
meet at 9:30, as usual. At this annual event, PW joins with churches across our
Presbytery and throughout our country to raise funds for projects that will provide
valuable assistance to domestic and foreign mission recipients. Please come enjoy some
great food and celebrate with us.
On Sunday, May 20, during the worship service, our congregation will recognize Sarah
Beth Suttle, who will graduate this month from Petal High School. PW has a longstanding tradition of giving a gift to high school graduates. Sarah Beth, we are proud
of what you have accomplished during your years in school, and we will continue to
support you with love and prayers as you take the next steps on your journey.

MAY BIRTHDAYS
2 Ellie Forsyth

5 Parker Graham

13 Franklin Bryant

2 Marilyn Keys

5 Bob MacDowell

13 Sarah Brannon

3 Dylan McDaniel

7 Hugh Garraway

16 Tommy Suttle

4 John Gaudet

12 Hazel Holland
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Here we are, rushing headlong towards summertime, and excited about all the
blessings God is sending us in the form of faithful choir members, great
scholarship singers, and a continuing opportunity to contribute to our weekly
services.
Randall and I have been working with Christopher to plan the worship music. It is
a pleasure to have a pastor who enjoys coordinating hymns, scriptures, sermons and
service music into a unified message.
On May 6 we’ll host a guest trombonist. Tyler Greer is a Carey music student who
shows much promise. He’s been accepted at a prestigious trombone workshop this
summer in Florida. Tyler will share several of his favorite sacred pieces with us
in worship.
This month Catherine (“Cat”) Dean, a leader in our soprano section, will receive her
Master of Music degree in choral conducting from USM. Help us congratulate Cat on
this terrific accomplishment! We hope she will step in to direct the choir sometime
this summer.
There is a beautiful men’s quartet on the way later this month—you’re going to love
it! Matthew, Terrence, Brandon and Michael have been working on it for weeks. It’s a
new arrangement of “How Can I Keep from Singing.”
Get ready for Summer Choir! The WPC Choir does less challenging music in the
summertime so our “happy traveling choir members” can enjoy their vacations. It’s
very low pressure, which makes it the perfect time to come to rehearsal and try
singing in the choir. We’ll be singing anthems for about half the summer, then take
a hiatus until fall. During our time off, we welcome volunteers who are willing to
sing or play an instrument as an anthem or offertory. Share your gift!
We love making music at Westminster, and we truly appreciate the support and
encouragement we get from our members.
Have a great May!
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Easter & Fish Fry
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MAY CALENDAR
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1
9:30 AM PW
Coordinating Team
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

2
5:30 PM Wednesday
Night Supper
6:00 PM Dessert
Auction
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir

Thursday
3
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s
12:00 PM ShareCare

Friday
4

Saturday
5

SHARECARE
PARKING LOT
SALE

BR EA DBA SK ET WE E K
6
COMMUNION SUNDAY
8:30 AM Inviting
Meeting
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:45 Property
Meeting
5:00 PM Youth

7

8
9:30 AM Circle 1
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study
7:00 PM Circle 2

9
4:30 PM
Administration
Meeting
No Wednesday Night
Activities
7:00 PM Choir

10
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

11

12
9:00 AM Men of the
Church Breakfast

13
MOTHER’S DAY
8:45 AM PW Brunch
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Diaconate
12:30 PM Session

14

15
11:00 AM PW Prayer
Ministry
12:00 PM Brown Bag

16
No Wednesday Night
Activities
7:00 PM Choir

17
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney's

18

19

20
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship—
New Officers
ordained, Seniors
recognized
11:30 AM Growing
Spiritually
5:00 PM Youth & K-5

21
12:00 PM New
Beginnings

22
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

23
No Wednesday Night
Activities
7:00 PM Choir

24
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

25

26

27
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
5:00 PM Youth

28

29

30
No Wednesday Night
Activities
7:00 PM Choir

31
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

OFFICE CLOSED
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