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Message from the Board President and Executive Director
Dear ISS Supporter and Volunteer,
As we write this, our Governor is being considered for the position of U.S.
Ambassador to China. For others this may not be a big deal…but for us it is!
In 1985, Governor Branstad met with a Hebei delegation. This is something that he
still does today. He meets with our sister state groups, and other international
visitors, to welcome them to the State of Iowa. It’s the Iowa thing to do.
The difference of course was that Xi Jinping, the current President of China was in
that 1985 delegation to Iowa – his first trip to the United States. It changed his
perspective. This, of course, is a familiar thing for many of you. You know when our
visitors feel their world shift beneath them. When their world view falls away and
they gain a new one after spending time in Iowa, learning and staying with host
families.
Our problem is that shift, that life changing thing that happens to our guests when
they are in Iowa, is not something that nicely fits into a pie chart. It isn’t that kind of
thing that is easy to find data to support. But it happens, and it’s important and each
of you know that.
Now though, we do have a “thing” to show that citizen diplomacy truly does work,
that it is meaningful. Citizen diplomacy gave Governor Branstad the opportunity to
meet with Xi Jinping in 1985. It gain gave him the opportunity to become the U.S.
Ambassador to China. Now that is something we can all take ownership of and be
proud of.
Please enjoy this report and reading about the programs we completed during
FY2016. It was a great year….and FY2017 is already promising to be an even better
one. Remember - we cannot do this without you. Join us today!
Sincerely,

Monty Freeman
President

Kim Heidemann
Executive Director
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Monty Freeman Kim Heidemann
FY2017 President Executive Director
Our Mission
Iowa Sister States is a volunteer-driven
non-profit organization based in Des
Moines, Iowa. We strive to build
sustainable international partnerships
that connect Iowans to the world
community. Iowa has a powerful
history of citizen diplomacy, and our
dedicated volunteers and staff are
proud to continue this legacy.

Financial Statement
Statement of Activities
July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016

Revenue

Expenses

$112,933

$106,673

$114,000

State of Iowa Appropriations
Other Income

$91,670.79

Programming
Management

Total Assets: $228,762.34
Total Expenses: $198,343.79
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Cherkasy Oblast, Ukraine
The Cherkasy committee proposed
establishing a pen pal program between
elementary school students in Iowa and
Cherkasy. Students participating in the
program are expected to gain a better
understanding of the experience of growing up
and attending school in a country different from
their own. The committee has found a number
of Iowa educators interested in the program.
The committee also began working towards an
online newspaper exchange, where high school
students in Iowa and Cherkasy are expected to
create a collaborative weblog in the vein of
popular news sites. The experience will provide
a multicultural component to their school’s
newspaper programs with a 21st century twist.
Iowa Sister States continues to make
connections with educators and government
leaders in Cherkasy to facilitate current and
future educational projects.
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Hebei Province, China
We welcomed two representatives from China. While
they were with us, they interned with ISS and attended
classes at Drake. Our visitors joined us for a very special
dinner with the Governor and Lieutenant Governor at
Terrace Hill, where we celebrated the Chinese New Year.
We embarked on the Next Generation In Agriculture
Trip to Hebei, building on China President Xi Jinping’s
trip to Iowa in 1985. Luca Berrone led the delegation,
including Rick Kimberley, representatives from Iowa
Farm Bureau, the Iowa Soybean Association, and the Iowa
FFA Foundation. While in Hebei, the delegation
participated in a high-profile tourism event, visiting a
portion of the Great Wall located in Hebei Province. The
trip was very successful, and has already led to potential
future programs between Hebei and Iowa.
Students visiting from Hebei attended the Global Youth
Institute hosted by the World Food Prize Foundation in
Des Moines. The West Des Moines Community School
District arranged home hosts for the students from
Shijiazhuang Foreign Language School (SFLS). During the
event, our visiting students discussed pressing issues in
agriculture with students and experts from around the
world. They also attended classes at Valley High School
and got to know students their own age.
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The Republic of Kosovo
Des Moines welcomed the opening of the Kosovo
Consulate, the first foreign consulate in Iowa and
Kosovo’s second consulate in the United States. Over
130 people attended the ceremony, covered in various
media outlets. Over the summer, ISS interns acted as
staff at the consulate’s office.
In April, ISS hosted a delegation from Kosovo
through the Open World Leadership Program. The six
delegates came to Iowa to learn about accountable
governance and attracting investment to Kosovo. The
delegation met with leaders in business, government,
and education from across Iowa. The delegation also
made a special visit to to the city of Fort Dodge to
initiate face-to-face dialogue for a future sister city
relationship between Gajkova, Kosovo and Fort Dodge.
Kosovo’s Minister of Agriculture, Memli Krasniqi,
visited Iowa to attend the World Food Prize. Minister
Kransiqi spoke with leaders and experts like Iowa
Secretary of Agriculture Bill Northey to discuss
mutually beneficial agriculture partnerships between
Iowa and Kosovo. He also visited Iowa State University
to discuss further agricultural collaborations between
Iowa and Kosovo.
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Stavropol Krai, Russia
In honor of the relationship between Stavropol and
Iowa, Des Moines’s Confluence Brewery crafted an
Imperial Stavropol beer. A delegation from Des Moines
Sister Cities presented the beer to the City of
Stavropol. In turn, the Stavropol Brewery sent its
own unique Des Moines microbrew.
Iowa and Stavropol have remained sister states for 28
years. We continue to seek out projects to deepen our
partnership.

Taiwan
The Agricultural Trade Goodwill Mission
came to Iowa in September 2015. The goal of
the mission was to sign agreements enabling
Iowa to export Iowa corn and soybeans to
Taiwan.
Iowa deeply values its friendship agreement
with Taiwan, which was first signed in 1989.
ISS and the Taiwan committee continues to
seek out mutually beneficial projects and
activities.
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Terengganu, Malaysia

In the fall of 2015, the Malaysian Student Association at Iowa State University held a
day-long event titled “21st Century Islam: A Malaysian Model.” Iowa Sister States
provided assistance with facilitating the event, which included a panel discussion
covering Islam’s effect on finances, politics, and education. Terengganu committee
chair Janet Heinicke held a Batik workshop during the event’s exhibition.
The Terengganu committee engaged in correspondence with the Terengganu
Foundation.
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Veneto Region, Italy

The Veneto Committee established the Veneto Relief Fund. The fund began after
Veneto was struck by a tornado that caused considerable damage to affected areas, with
one death and many injuries. The relief fund is part of a long tradition of Iowa helping
its sister states after major disasters and vice versa. Volunteers participated in Winefest,
providing samples of Veneto wine and raising awareness about the relief fund. Funds
from the effort were given directly to the Veneto regional government through ISS.
Our sister state protocol with Veneto is up for renewal. Iowa deeply values the Veneto/
Iowa relationship, and processes needed to re-sign the agreement have begun.
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Yamanashi Prefecture, Japan
The Young Professionals delegation from Iowa visited
Yamanashi for the second annual Iowa-Yamanashi Young
Professionals Conference. The five delegates stayed in Kofu,
Yamanashi’s capital city, where they discussed strategies to retain
young professionals, corporate culture in America and Japan, and
the impact that young professionals have in their respective sister
states.
ISS facilitated a job shadow program for ten college students
from Yamanshi. Students participated in an intensive ELL
program at the University of Iowa followed by a hands-on
experience at companies across Iowa, including Kemin Industries,
Science Center of Iowa, Bridgestone, and more.
Around this time, twenty high school students from Yamanashi
visited on an annual trip. This year’s trip was focused on getting
young people interested in agriculture. The group visited
locations around Des Moines and Central College. At the end of
their program, students put together presentations regarding
what they had learned.
Iowa Sister States hosted a student from Yamanashi Prefectural
University (YPU) studying at Des Moines Area Community
College as a part of the exchange program between the two
schools. Our Yamanashi Scholar, Yuka, did very well during her
year in Iowa, with her time here inspiring an interest in
agriculture.
Iowa Sister States was also happy to assist with scholars from
Yamanashi that were here through a DMACC - YPU agreement.
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Yucatán, Mexico
Volunteers raised funds to provide nutritional
assistance in Yucatán through the Des Moines
Hunger Hike, an event dedicated to increasing
awareness and funding for local and worldwide
hunger issues.
In February, eleven Iowans went on a Yucatán
Cultural Immersion Trip. During the 10 day trip,
participants learned about Mayan culture by
spending time at archeological sites with
researchers, visiting an ecotourism site, and dining
with locals. A few travelers on the Cultural
Immersion Trip stayed an extra two days to help
distribute funds from the Hunger Hike, which they
carried to Merida, Yucatán’s capital city.
Iowa-Yucatán Partners also supported Yucatán’s
indigenous communities in developing
alternative cash crops. Iowa partners aided these
communities by making visits and connecting
communities with local agriculture experts. Later, a
cooperative in Opichén received a small grant from
Partners of the Americas to grow and market
organic habanero peppers.
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Other ISS News from 2016
Scholarships
Jeff Zimpleman & ISS Scholarship
In memory of Jeff Zimpleman, ISS and
the Zimpleman family created a new,
unique scholarship for Iowa students
interested in embarking on projects
related to one of Iowa’s nine sister
states. Last spring, eight students were
selected as the scholarship’s first
recipients.
Kim Heidemann joined Iowa Farm Bureau
as a part of their 2016 County President
Incentive Tour. The delegation of 140 Iowans
spent three days in Tokyo and three days in
Yamanashi Prefecture, where they visited
agriculture sites, government officials, and
cultural activities. While in Tokyo, the group
made a high-level visit to the US Embassy,
where IFB President Craig Hill presented a
picture from the Iowa/Yamanashi Hog Lift to
U.S. Ambassador Caroline Kennedy.

Yamanashi Prefecture Research
Scholarship
ISS selected Iowan Devyn Christoffer
to attend YPU, a public university in
Kofu, Japan, for eight months. Devyn
completed a research project and acted
as a positive ambassador for Iowa. ISS
is proud to continue to offer Iowa
scholars this amazing opportunity.
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Board of Directors
• Paolo

Bartesaghi
President
• Monty Freeman
President-Elect
• Tom Rial
Immediate Past President
• Terri Smith
Treasurer
• Kyle Munson
Secretary

• Luca

Berrone
• E.J. Giovannetti
• Grant Kimberley
• Albert Liu
• Roger Nowadzky
• Teresa Parmenter
• Loretta Sieman
• Phyllis Van Gilst

Country Committee Chairs
• Monty

Freeman
Cherkasy
• Will Zhang
Hebei
• Tim Ng and Olga
Poputnikova
Taiwan
• Roger Nowadzky
Stavropol
• Janet Heinicke
Terengganu

• Paolo

Bartesaghi and
Michael LaValle
Veneto
• Chuck Safris
Yamanashi
• Janet Obando
Yucatán
• Dennis Dietz
Kosovo
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Thanks To Our Supporters
Tourist Level
• Gary Aitchison
• Joan Axel
• Eugenio

and Delores Coco
• Colo World Outluck Club
• Monty and Lori Freeman
• A.L. Goldberg
• Rebecca Hoeppner
• Willard and Kay Jenkins
• Mike Martens
• Terri Smith
• Will Zhang

Thank you all for your
continued support!
Diplomat Level
• Dennis

and Sheila Dietz
• Rachel Fails
• Roger Kobayashi
• Kyle and Sharon Krause
• Richard and Mary Jo Stanley
• Michael Wunn

Traveler Level
• Paolo

Bartesaghi
• Joseph Brott
• Judy Champion
• Cyndi Chen
• Steve Dickinson
• Debi Durham
• Chuck and Marilyn Farr
• John Gersib
• E.J. Giovannetti
• Matthew Hulscher
• Jeff Jochum
• Rick and Martha Kimberley
• Mark Konrad
• La Mie Bakery
• Sarah Lande
• Michael LaValle
• Vince Lawson
• Albert Liu
• Mason City Sister City Organization

Consul Level
• Iowa

Farm Bureau
Federation
• Kemin Industries, Inc.
• Mary O'Keefe
• Chuck and Kathy Safris
• Curt Youngs
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• Kyle

Munson
• Richard and Sachiko Murphy
• Ron Noah
• Roger Nowadzky
• General Tim Orr
• Teresa Parmenter
• Barbara Schenck
• Mark and Barbara Schultz
• Sara Sersland
• Paul Shao
• Rod Snavely
• Mark and Cindy Snell
• Bill and Joelle Snyder
• Maryanne & Bob Sobiech
• Joan and John Wetherell
• Jeff Wilson
• Amy and Tom Worthen

Ambassador Level
• Gary

and Kellie Dvorchak
• Tom and Eleanor Dvorchak
• Mark Dvorchak
• The Honorable Paul and Jane
Pate
• Trudy and David Hurd
• SACMI
• Suzanne Sorensen Foundation

Staff
Kim Heidemann – Executive Director
Kassi Wheeler – International Programs Manager
Thomas Matysik – Communications Specialist
Alex Akiyama – Japan Outreach Initiative (JOI) Coordinator
Nate Ewing, Grant Ewing, Courtney Gordon, Grace Swanson – Interns

Contact
200 E Grand Ave
Des Moines, IA 50309
(515) 725-3163
info@iowasisterstates.org

Social Media
Facebook: facebook.com/IowaSisterStates
Twitter: @IASisterStates

